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CADRES' EDUCATIONAL DEFICIENCIES ------------------_._-_ ... ,--.... _--_._-
"AT PRESENT THE EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
OF OUR PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY OF OUR CADRES 
CANNOT AT ALL MEET THE MANY~SIDED 

REQUIREMENTS OF TaE BUILDING OF A LARGE 
SOCIALIST PRODUCTION" SAYS TO HUU 
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CADRES' EDUCATIONAL DEFICIENCIES "A CONSIDER­
ABLE OBSTAC~E" TO "IMPRO:JEMi)~);~To"TE:CONOMTC 
AND STATE MANAGERIA.LTASKS" 'rG HUU 

[Hanoi Thai Su Pho Thong in Vietnamet;e, September 1971, 
pp. 47-SZ,published P;:Lrt 1 of 1M article by To Huu,.Secre­

tary of the VWP Central Committee and Chairman oi the Central 
Science and Education Depar.tment: "liold Firmly To The Party 
Line, Learn From The Advanced Schools, And Make Steady Alld 
Fil'::n Progress In Education"] 

At present our entire Party and people are endeavoring 
to implement the Resolution of the 19th Conference of the Party 
Central Committee. The conference stressed that the anti. U. S. 
national salvation struggle is the prime task of all our Party, 
armed forces anq people and pointed out the struggle objectives 
and trend for the North in economic restoration and development 
to advance toward building socialist large-scale production. 

To understand the Party Central Committee Resolution on 
the educational task, we must base ourselves on the great require­
ments of the revolutionary undertaking and on the past develop­
nH,mt of the educational branch to draw lessons in carrying out 
this great unqertaking and to determine therefore the trend, ob­
jective and plan to satisfa~tari1y fulfill the educational task for 
the coming three years in order to adv;!).nce our educational under_ 
taking on a. larger scale and to improve its quality. 

In the Z6 years since the founding of the DRV, despite the 
fact that our economy has rem/l.ined poor and backward and our 
people have to continue a very difHcult but brav!l resistance 
against <lggressive irpperialism, the ed\l.cational undertaking in 
the nort:~ern part of our country has scored very great achi'!lye ... 
men·ts. 

In the past IS years our general education hali developed 
on a large scale and very rapidly. The number of etudents in­
cluding children and adults has increased conliliderably. The num­
ber of schoolchildren from six to 15 years of age hae increased 
from ZO to 80 percent in 10 year!! 0955-65). Kindergarten edu .. 
cation haa developed along with the first. Second <).nd thb_ levelS of 
education. Illiteracy in the plains halil been basically er<).uicat(;ld, 
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Every year, nearly one million people attend supplementary educa­
tion classes. Noteworthy is the fact that the number of students 
in the second and third level'll have increased (in 1970, second 
level, 55 percent, third level 12 percent as comp-,.red with the 
total number of students). One-third of our people have gone to 
school. This is a high and encouraging rate. The number of 
gir:' otudents is about half the total number of stuUt,nts in general 
education schools. In the mountain areas the number of students 
of various nationalities has also inc:r~ased. In 1955, thrl'le percent 
of the population went to school and in 1969 the rate rllached 12.3 
percent, In the past 15 years the cQntingent of teachers has in .. 
creased from 20,000 to 180,000, not to mention 60,000 students in 
teachers' schools. 

It is clear that these achievements of the educational branch 
have contributed to advancing the ideological and cultural revolu­
tions by a big step. .As noted by Lenin. "All the cultural fruit 
will become the property of the entire people." (Footnote: Lenin, 
"The Third Congress of the Soviets of January 1918, Complete 
Works, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1963, voluwe Z6, page 
545). The raising of the cultural level has contributed to impro ... 
ving the laboring people's political knowledge and economic mana .. 
gement task and incrllasing their production capacity. It has also 
contributed to increasing the armed fo:rcl;ls' combat strength and 
supplying cultural forces from the worker..peasant class to train­
ing schools for scientific and tllchnical cadres and cadres in charge 
of manaeing the eoonomy. As a result th!l number of cadres gra:!-

llat!ld f:rom vocational high Elchools and colleges has increased 
from 3, ova in 1955 to 260,000 in 1970. 

As a result of basic changu in Iilducational quality, our 
gen!lral education schools have become socialist Elchools, an impor­
tant tool of proletarian dictatorship. Reforms concerning subjects 
of st.;dy all the bash of Marxism-L!lninism and the scientific 
achievem~.nts, understanding of the Party's political line on the 
education,,: task, coordination between education and labor produc,­
tivity and social activities and participation of the masses anq 
youth teenage organh:ations ~ the edllcational task as well as the 
close leadership of Party echelons and the g:reat concern of the 
administ:ration from the central to the lower IIilVels for schools-
all these facto:ra and our p~ople's revolutiona,ry mOveml;lnt haVe 
trar:sformed our youth!! into a new cIae!! of peoPllil who are in£l;lm.. 
ed with wa,rm patriQtism and deep hatl'lild fQr the enemy, who 
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remain loyal to the Party and socialist regime and who possess 
a cultural knowledge beneficial to production and combat. Our 
young generation was praised by Uncle flo. and this proves that 
our new schools have made great contributions to tl'aining our 
youths. 

The brilliant achl.evements of our educational branch can 
be viewr;,~ as a miracle in Q\:!r country because we must overcome 
untold diificultilu and hardships and gain experiences to find a 
Iluitable path, 

However, in view of the great requirements of the revolu­
tionll.l"Y tusk in the coming phase and in l~ght of the principles of 
MarxhlICi- Leninism and our Party' iii educational line. our present 
educational task has reveo.led many shortcomings and a number of 
basic prClblems tQ be solved sati/sfactorily SO we can make strong 
and steadY' pro gre s 8. 

Our people's anti- U. S. national salvation resistance has 
scored many great victories but remains a protracted, difficult 
struggle. Despite their serious setbacks, the U. S. imperialists 
remain very r;tubborn and are still unwilling to relinquish their 
aggressive designs against our South Viet-Nam. Their plots are 
very perfidiour; and cunning. Therefo re, the anti_ U. S. national 
salvation task requires that our sch09ls improve the ed1,lcation of 
students. make them aware that "nothing is more preciOuS than 
indeper,dence and freedom" and acquire an iron determination to 
fight an':! win, <'Ind gradually prepare them to be able to fight and 
to volunce",r to join the army and serve the battlefield. After 
vanquishing the U. S. imperialists, because of the strategic posi. 
tion of O'.1r country, which is the outpQst of the socialist camp in 
Southeast Asia, we m1,lst not relax vigilance ;!.gainst their Ilabotage 
ant). a.ggxessivEl plots. ll'9r this reason, to educate the Y01.lng 
generati,nn of Viet-Nam to <'Icq1,lire a warm patriotism, a deep 
hatred fo," the enemy and a brave, Ijtalwar~ bearing in order to 
protect the fathetland is a prime, lasting requirement. 

Viet-Nam will ~ertainly bec9me a powerful and prosperous 
sodalist country. This firm belief is tIle strongest incentive to 
our victorious fighting at the present tim,!, and to l;onl!lQlidation of 
the independence, freedom and happiness 'If our ",nti-re people. 
Cur Party and people are determined t9 bu~ld 1I0cialism in a fast, 
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vigorous and firm ma~er. If we want to build .ocialism~~as 
President Ho t«ught--"We need Ilocialist men." They are workers who are highly conscious of collective mastership. 'this is mani~ fested through their enthusiuam and selflessness ill their work for the iuterest of the entire people. They are workers in 1arge­
sca1u socialist production. Therefore. such things are required of them as organizational abilities. discipline, knowledge in the cultural. technical and economic fields. methodical labor and good health in order to achieve high labor output. Beca1lse we are 
beginning right from the beginning. when labor conditions and the means of livelihood are still low. it is necessary for every worker in our country to try to overcome difficulties and hardships and 
to wage a ,struggle against nature as valiantly as when we fight 
the enemy. Workers must be hardworking, thrifty, and creative in their work in order to achieve fast economic development. 

W'O ahQuld educate the young generation so that when the youths beghl to earn a living. they will be workers with these 
virtues and cal'8bilities, This is an objective requirement in the 
revolutionary unqertaking. However. the education provided by our general education schools still cannot meet these requirements. 

Many graduates of general education schools have become valiant combatants, outstanding workers, efficient cooperative mem. bel'S or excellent socialist intellectuals. This is the pride of the El:lucatione.l Branch and of the teachers of socialist schools. How. ever, the'."':) still exist many err()neous manifeetationa in motivation of their wnk and in their attitude toward study: they lack enthu~ siasrn, eff()rts, honesty and even politellells and qillcipline. They 
have also contracted bad. habits resulting from social life, parti1" cularly in urban centerS. 

The greatest !lhortcoming at the present time ill unsl1tisf",c w 
tory prep'" :ation for our youths ill production. Although a majority of ~ha yO'.l;;hs and teenagers--particularly in rural areas.,..,.took part in production when they were still very young, they do not consider labor productivity as their responlilibility, ideal. raison d'etre or source of happiness and. pride. ~any caseS have been noteq of youths scorning maPt:Hl.l Ill-ber, preferring to live in idlenesfiI,l;Ihun. ning difficulUes anq preferring the city life to rural life. 
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The profound reason for these shortcomings are negative 
influences in society, especially the erroneous views of educational 
aims and methods and an incorrect attitude toward productive 
labor. But the c;iirect main reason is the shortcoming!! in the 
educational task of our preeent general education schools. 

First of all, our educational objectives are not clear and 
comprehensive. Our political, ideological, and moral education 
remains superficial. The teaching of basic culture is unsteady, 
technical and economic knowledge i$ disregarded and is not asso­
ciated with reality, labor skills have not been developed arid the 
students' health has not been properly taken car!!! of. Education 
must attach much importance to cultural IItudies, must not neglect 
practical subjecte, and must properly coordinate education with 
productive labor. The te\\ching and learning methods remain pas­
sive. ThiEl "forced-feeding" type of education cannot deVelop the 
studellh' initiative, intelligence, and creativeness. 

In sum, because the e<J.ucational objectives and guidelines 
and the objectives anq methods of teaching and learning are not 
well underetood, the achievements of our schools remain restrict. 
ed in several aaplilcts, These are bMlic problems to be properly 

solved in order to qualitatively improve our present general educa .. 
tion schools. 

Moreover, the scope and developmlilnt rate of general educa. 
tion also pose many important problems that must be solvl'ld. The 
development of kindergarten educll-tion is rather slow. Only about 
ZS percent of the pupils from three to five yeare of agl" have at­
tended kindergartens. Only 60 percent of kindergarten pupils have 
been admitted to the first grade. Only about 90 Percent of s<;hopl. 
children of level one hoWe been admitted to level two. As many 
all 20,000 schoolchildren have npt been admitted to the fifth grade 
Less than 30 percent of schOOl children of 1ove1 two have be(!n 
admitted ,:<, level' three. Even mOre seriou$, in recent years. the 
number of students attending suppl(!mentary education c;lasEle$ has 
decreased greatly (from one million to 400,000). Many p(!ople 
are still in ignoranc(!. Theil' equcation 1;Iackground is poor. Ther(! 
is urgent need to attend IOuPPlementary educl/.tiou schools in order 
to be able to increase labpr putput and to improve theoretical, 
techtlical, and economic kuowledg(!. 

Therefore ,there ill another very important problem to be 
solved: how to d(!velop our education tal!!l< in compUance with the 
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present circumstances in our country,..a country that is engaged in the anti- U. S. national salvation s',:ruggle and in which there is 
continuing need to increase the national defense potential and to 
undergo many difficulties and haro'ships in order to attain socialist indu:stria1i:1lation and to successfulb build socialism. If we do not adeqaately solve this problem. the~e will be a lack of balance be­tweeH education and economic development. Thet'e are two tenden­dell: first, to continue to develop the education t:a3k according to 
the present formula without paying attention to economic limita. tions. As a result education becomes a verv heavy burden for the economy. Second. to restrict the development of the education undertaking and therefore to fail to meet the ideological and cultu­ral requi~ements of economic building. 

Both tendencies are not correct. Frankly speaking, if the education task continues to be developed accordi'~e to the present formula. that is with high speed but with little ai£e,~t on economic development. both the st",te budget and the people's contributions cannot af:ord it. Moreover, it ill very ne,~es",,:ry 'to use education as a basis for improving technical knowledge "nd incr'~asing labor output. At present. t.he educatiqnal backgr0und of our people, especially of our cadres, cannot at all meet the many-s:'ded reqult'e-ments of the building of a large-scale soci;tlist p'l.'oduct!.on. In general, the educational background of our ke:' cadres at the village level reaches lovel One, and that at district and provincial levels 
Iljlvel two. This is a considerable obstacle thet blocks both the improvement of economic and state mll-nagerial tasks and the un· derstand:lng of Marxist.Leninist theories and the 1',)1ici,s and lines of the Pn'ty. Poor educati"nal ba.ckgrol.Jlld and unsatisfactory 
IIcientific. technical, and economic knowledge have rElduced the work efficiency of a large number of cadres. 

Our cadres and people, eSPllcially our youth, need good and practical knowledge that is cloflely related to the technical and 
econo:nic activities and other social activities; therefore we should not take Lghtly the ql/.ality of our educational task or limit its 
development. 

Therefore, it is very necessary to develop our educational 
task on a large· scale basis, with high speed, under varied forms, and with increallingly improve\i quality in accordance with the con­
crflte requh:ements of combat and production. This must be tha 
rule of developmant of our educational undertaking. 




