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One of the matters that.President Ho had shown the greatest conoern
about was educatlon.

President Ho was extremely hurt because his country had been under the
rule of colonialists and feudalists and his compatriots had not had food to
oat and clothes to wear and had been deprived of education.. He considered
education as an important means of propaganda to urge the masses to carry on
the revolution, and having an education as one of the basliec rights of the
masses, Of the eight demands he submitted to the 1919 Versallles Conference,
one was to ask that our people be free to learn cultural and technical sub-
jects. Under his leadership, the party platform and the platform of the Na.
tional United Front both stressed education as one of the basic slogans of
the revolution,

Right after the success of the August Revolution, at the first meeting
of the Council of Ministers on 3 September 1945, President Ho included in the

.. six urgent tasks the so-called "fight against 11literacy." He pointed out:

. ®an 11literate nation is a weak nation."(1) He emphasized that every Vietnam-
" ase should be interested in and have the duty of acquiring new knowledge to
 build the country, and that more particularly the youngsters must study hard

to make Vietnam and its people feel proud to stand side by side with blg pow-
_ers on the five continents. His appeal thus launched a nation-~wide movement to
learn cultural subjects, in spite of poverty and war.

In the process of democratic national revolution, he made the education-
al sector realize the task of wiping out the remnants of colonial and feudal
education, puiding Vietnamese education toward serving the people and the war
of resistance, and bringing a fine significance to teaching, which was to be
closely linked with the political task of the party and the nation in differ-
ent perlods,

When the North had switched to the phase of socialist revolutioen, he




again pointeg to the importance of education in national construction. He
said:qPWithoup‘éduCation, without cadres, we cannot say anything about econ-
pmy.énaféulpgfe."(z) He clearly indicated that the new task of education was
to form ‘sacialist men -- men who would be totally developed and whose love for
their country and socialism, sense of collective ownership, cultural and tech-
nological capacities, and labor output would be constantly heightened.

He always reminded schools of combining education with productive la-
bor, and gave orders to the educational sector to make labor education one of
the subjects in repular curricula. In 1961, he launched the ermulation move-
ment called "two good": very good teaching and very good learning., In 1962,
he gave awards to good teachers and good students. When the American aggres-
sors began fighting their war of destruction in the North, he ordered a
switch to organization of wartime education. He often inquired about and re.
minded the cadres in charpe of the need for careful air defense to guarantee
safety for young students, At the start of the 1968-1969 school year, he
sent a personal letter to the educational sector to praise its past achieve-
ments, to indicate the direction for improvement of quality of education, and
to remind schools of the need to pay enough attention to political, ideolog-
ical, cultural, and scientific education; to organize living conditions; and
to develop internal democratic practice,

Every person working in the educational sector was nappy and moved be-
cause President Ho encouraged and taught him to think not only about the impor-
tance of his work but also about the way he could professionally improve him-
self: the young kindergarten teacher "must love children first"; teachers of
adult classes are "unknown heroes"; teachers in the highlands are those who
help implement party and government policies there. General school teachers
could have a full book containing President Ho's teachings about every aspect

of education as a science; namely, the task of general schools and each level;

content, principle, and methods of education, etc.

He inquired about and gave advice to all students, from the kindergar-
ten children to the students of supplementary education classes. He set forth
five teachings for young children and five teachings for youths, which
served as basis for their training to become successors of the revolution.

President Ho many times wrote letters to all adults to urge them to
enroll in anti-illiteracy or supplementary education courses; he also wrote
personal letters to praise progressive units and outstanding individuals,

He considered learning political and cultural subjects as an important
task which every cadre, party member, and Lao Dong Youth Group member must
fulfill to assure his own progress and to further develop the capabilities
used in the service of the revolution. Speaking in the ceremonies marking
the 30th anniversary of the party, on behalf of the party Central Committes,
he called on "all party members and Lao Dong Youth Group members, in whatever
position they may be and whatever work they may do, to further cultivate their
revolutionary morality, to get rid of individualism, and to do their best to
learn political, cultural, scientific, and technological subjects,"(3)




The great leader of the party and the nation, in spite of all the work
he had to do, President Ho always tried to fulfill the task of teacher toward
the ocadres and people who were lucky enough to 1live close to him. In the pe=-
riod of underground activities, or after he had become President, he always
found some ways to impart political and cultural knowledge to the people
around him and to help them to heighten their professional capacity, For peo-
ple having different cultural and political backgrounds, he knew how to explain
so that they would easily understand and long remember his words. For every-
body, he wholeheartedly assisted and encouraged to learn. He often repeated
Lenin's teaching, "Learn, learn more, learn forever."

. The concern of President Ho and our party about the construction of
Vietnamese education, the cadres doing educational work, and those who went to
school was one of the major factors that helped our country's education to de-
velop at such a fast pace and to score very brilliant and proud achievements
in the past 25 years.

President Ho's teachings and directives about education in the past dec-
ades were great contributions to the construction of Vietnamese teaching sci-
ence, As our country, which had been a poor and backward colony, rose up to
fight the imperialist aggressors, carried out the democratic national revolu-
tion, and then moved toward socialist construction, we naturally had to be
faced with many difficulties and confusions in the construction of new educa-
tion. But President Ho and our party creatively applied the popular Marxist-
Leninist principles to our country's reality, and succeeded in setting up a
system of correct and sound views about the position, poal, principle, and
measures of education, which our party and people are doing their best to car-
ry out.

First of all, President Ho defined the important position of education
in the revolution, On the one hand, he admitted that men were the products of
social realities, and on the other hand, he emphasized the bad effects of man's
concept toward social realities,

"Tn sleep, everybody looks good and kind,

But when people get up, they are divided into evil and virtuous ones;
Being evil or virtuous does not come naturally,

But rather from education,*(4)

Therefore, he considered "culture and education as an important front*
of revolution, both in the democratic national revolutionary phase and in the
phase of socialist construction. Depending on the needs of the revolutionary
task, he stressed the task of solving illiteracy and providing the working
people with supplementary education, and the task of forming the new socialist
man -- the totally developed man In that spirit, education was considered
a very important part of the ideological and cultural revolution and as
something that would greatly affect all three revolutions . the revolution in
production relationships, the technical revolution, and the ideclogical and
cultural revolution, Such a concept of education created, in a short time, an




unprecedented development of education, which went beyond our country's many
low economy and beyond the difficult wartime conditions.

President lo dafined the model man to serve as the poal for our coun-
try's socialist schools. According to him, the new soclalist man must first
of all have revolutionary morality. He emphasized that revolutionary moral-
1ty should be iLhe basis. "Like a river having a source, without this source
the river runs dry, and 1like a tree having roots, without roots the tree
withers, A revolutionary must have morality."(5) The "key" of revolutlonary
morality was "determination to fight until one's death for the party, for the
revolution," and "absolute loyalty to the party, the people."

But at the same time, he also attached importance to teaching cultural
and scientific subjects to raise one's professional and specialized capaci-
ties. According to him, the new man must be totally developed, and first of
all must Have virtues and talent, "One must have virtues along with talent.
Having talent without virtues leads to corruption and great harm to the coun-

try., Having virtues and no talent is 1like a Buddha sitting in a pagoda, with-

out being able tec help anybody."(6)

In short, in the new man, virtues and talent are closely linked togeth-
er. Virtues must be reflected in talent, Talent must go hand in hand with
virtues,

The new man, Vietnam's socialist, must know how to combine true patri-
otism and proletarian internationalism, must have a spirit of independence and
self-rule, know how to creatively apply Marxist-Leninist principlas and the
world's sclentific knowledpe to Vietnam's reality, and continue and further de-
velop their national traditions while being capable of absorbing what is good
of mankind.

In regard to the content of eduecation, President Ho emphasized total
oducation: "In education and learning, pay attention to all aspects: revolu-
tionary morality, socialist understanding, culture, technology, labor, and
preduction,"(7) He often told us to take good care of our children's hedlth
and play.

He attached importance to teaching the young generation how to distin-
guish between right and wrong, and knowing to love and to hate: to love the
fatherland, socialism, the people, labor, selencej to hate the nation's enemy,
individualism, and other bad habits.

According to him, children should be taught and trained, right in their
childhood, to have a spirit of collective ownership, He usually called young-
sters and children "small owners of the country" and "future masters of the
country."

He was eoncerned with teaching the youths and youngsters the communist

ideal and making them believe in the victory of communism and see their respone
sibility for being the successors of their fathers' and brothers'! revolution,




Methods of education also wers the subjeet of President lo's concern.
He gulded us toward having the ripght ways of teaching our students ideclogy
and morality. Through his ideas, many lessons were learned: education must be
related to the struggle of soclety and productive labor; as morality was to
serve as the worker olass's political stand, importance must first be attached
to teaching pecple to be "oyal tc the party, plous to the people" and teo
learn from the working people; national traditions must be taught, with exam-
ples of good people and good deeds to be used as teaching materials; children,
while being respected, should have their own responsibility toward socciety by
means of "small work for people of young age, depending on their capability";
behavior and habits must be formed on the basis of morality; school , family,
and society must be coordinated; education in collectivities must be done
through youth group and units; educatlion must be appropriate for different
ages, and so on,

President Ho also 1ssued directives about teaching of cultural knowledge.
According to him, the knowledge the students should have must be both general
and realistic so as to allow them both to continue their studies and to make
immediate contributions to the construction of the country. He gave direc~
tives for different levels:

WAt college level, it is necessary to combine scientific theory and
practice, to learn the theories and advance sclences of friendly countries, and
to combine them with our country's reality so as to reallsticelly help in the
building of the country.

"At the middle level, it is necessary to give students sound and realis-
tic general knowledges, which must be appropriate for the need and future of
national construction, with things that are not necessary for everyday life to
be left cut.™(8)

He was very concerned about the gquality of cultural education. He re-
minded both teachers and learners that they "must try to raise the quality of
cultural and specialized subjects, for the purposes of realistically solving
the problems created by ocur country's revolution and, in a future not too dis-
tant , reaching the peaks of sclence and technology."(9)

He also gave us precious ideas about the principles of education. He
taught us:

"Education must serve the political line of the party and the Govern-
nent and be closely linked with production and the people's life. Learning
must go hand in hand with practice; theory must be related to reality."(10)

"Educating the youth cannot be separated from, but rather closely link-
ed with the struggles of society."(11)

"There must be democracy in schools..., But within democratic practice,
students must respect their teachers, and teachers must like their students,"(12)

"Tt is necessary to show a spirit of self.sufficiency, practice of thrift
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for construction of school, and pood implementation of the principle of
closely linking schools with society and learning with practice,

"Schools must be closely related to family and socliety, Youth and wom-
en's groups, government agencies, and party committee echelons must be truly
concerned about schools and the children's learning."(13)

“On the basis of good political education and ideological leadership,
struggle to raise the quality of culture and specialized knowledge.,."(14)

Speaking of education, one cannot fail to mention ways of speaking and
writing, which are the major means for teachers to impart knowledge to stu-
dents, In this regard, President Ho alsc gave us many good lessons, He told
us to protect the purity of Vietnamese, He reminded us of using the langusge
of the masses, words and phrases that the latter could easily urderstand, and
expressing ourselves about difficult and complicated matters in an easy-to-
understand manner by avoiding umnecessary words borrowed from foreign lan- .
guages, etc,

Through his teachings about education and his views and treatment of the
young generatlion, as well as through his training of cadres and the masses, we
can draw many lessons about pedagogy, ways of teaching and learning, self-
training methods, and also ways of writing and speaking.

President Ho taught us so many valuable lessons about education. But
the finest lesson was the President himself, the great teacher of the Vietname
eSe worker class and nation, who succeeded in combining a noble mind and a
pure soul, steel revolutionary will and immense love for the people, and pro-
gressive sclentific theory and fine national traditions; devoted all his 1life
to untiring learning and teaching; and led our people from one victory to ane
other,

Twenty-five years have passed since the day President Ho set forth the
anti-illiteracy task, which was then one of the major tasks of the state and
our people. For the history of a nation, 25 years ars an extremely short time,
Besides, in these 25 years we had to fight aggression committed by the two big
imperialist powers -- France and America. But under the clear-sighted leader-
ship of our party and Government, headed by President Ho, our people scored
wonderful achievements in the revolution in general, and in the development of
education in particular, Twenty-five years of continuous revolution have com-
pletely changed the cultural and moral image of the North. The dark situation
of the great majority of the population belng illiterate no longer exists. In
the North today, the great majority of the youths have finished level~I and
level-II education; the masses of workers and farmers are having compulsory
level-I education; many key cadres in rural areas are getting level.II educa-
tion. The network of kindergarten and beginners' classes and general schools
has been extended in all the delta and midlands, and is being set up at a fast
pace in the highlands, FEvery hamlet now has kindergarten and beginners’
classes; every township has a level-I and a level-II schools; every district

-7 -




has a level-IIT school. At present, the North has nearly 2 milllion beginners
and kindargarten atudents, over 4 million peneral sahnol students, 87,000 col-
lage atndenta, 147,000 vooational middla achonl atudents, and over 10,000 stu.
dents abroad, [ivery ywar, there are about 1 million adults hoth doing produce
tion and regular work and golng to ocomplementary education classes at differ-
ent levels, Many townships, enterprises, and organs have organized their own
complementary education schools,

As compared with 1939, the year under colonial and feudal rule in which
education was at its peak, the North today has 10 times as many general school
students and 200 times as many college and vocational middle school students.

Bacause the people's cultural capacity has been raised, economic manige
ment is in better conditions for improvement and the technical revolution is
being speeded upj a new, lively, happy, and sclentific life is taking shape in
all cities and rural areas.

The guality of education has basically changed: the young generation,
educated in the communist ideal, is reaching the noblest dreams of mankind,
shaping its mind in the light of sclence, and feeling freer; as Le Duan, first
.secretary of the party, has put it, man is "becoming a subject that has a
clear conoept of historiecal creation."(15)

Today, revolutionary heroism and our nation's ever-present patriotism
have been further appreciated by our people, mostly by the young generation.
The scientific knowledge we acquired, combined with true experiences in 1life,
has shown its effects and, in many cases, has led to marvelous creations serv-
ing in an effective manner the resistance against America for national salva-
tion and socialist construction,

The ranks of sclence and technolopy cadres have taken shape, with near-
ly 50,000 people of college background and over 150,000 people of middle school
background. The ranks of teachers have increased very quickly. Today, we have
over 100,000 general school teachers; the total number of teachers of all kinds
is more than 200,000, or five times the number of teachers 15 years ago, or
10-20 times the total right after the August Revolution had been successful.
Although these cadres' professional capacity is not yet enough to satisfy all
the needs of the revolution, after being trained in the democratic national
revolution and socialist revolution and the two wars of resistance against
imperialist aggression, and educated by the party and President Ho, our cadres
now possess the fine morality and behavior of socialist teachers, in the pat-
tern that President Ho had suggested,

In the course of its relying on its own efforts to promote construction
and development, Vietnamese educatlon has gone through many unique experiences
in such matters as ideological and moral training, combination of learning and
work in a lack of mechanization, campaign among the masses for participation
in building of education, development of education under conditions of low
economy, wartime, etc., In all fields, the educational sector has made pro-
gressive examples, Examples of creative development in both quantity and qual-
ity have proven that President Ho's teachings were extremely correct and did




reflect, in a lively manner, the party's thoughts, the nation's traditions,
and the masses' role.

But in addition to our achievements, there are shortcomings that must
be resolutely overcome, particularly in regard to quality of education and
cultural and scientific knowledge. Never hefore have we had greater, more
complicated, and more difficult tasks than the ones we have today, when the -
socialist construction in the North demands that we speed up all three revo-
lutions, and when our people's resistance against America for national salva-
tion, despite its great victories, is being faced with more and more hardship,

We are doing our best to carry out the directive on education of the
Party Central Committeée secretariat in the 1968-1970 period, issued on 14
February 1969 and aimed at further raising the quality of education and at
the same time developing it at a steady pace. At the present time, learning
and correctly carrying out President Ho's teachings, particularly what he
wrote in the letter he sent to the educational sector in October 1968 and in
his sacred will and testament, will help us to find the direction and more
energy to fulfill even better the historic task that the party and President
Ho entrusted to us, namely, "to train the successors of our party's and our
people's great revolution,"(16) "the successors, being both 'red' and 'indus-
trious,' of socialist construction."(17)

We must attach importance to ideological and moral education, as we
carry out President Ho's teaching: :

"Both teachers and students must always strengthen their love for the
fatherland and for socialism, show revolutionary sentiment toward workers and
farmers, remain absolutely loyal to the revolution and confident in party lead-
ership, be ready to accept whatever task the party and the people may give,
and always try to deserve their heroic compatriots in the South,"(18)

On the other hand, we must improve teaching and learning of culture,
which must help students not only to increase their knowledge but also to en-
hance their understanding of the revolution and ability to take revolutionary
action. Consequently, we must avoid the phenomenon of blird cramming and of
preparing for exams behind closed doors, but rather know how to cleverly com-
bine teaching of cultural subjects and the current productive labor movement.

Furthermore, we must make sure to have not only a young but also a
healthy generation. All our educational force "must jointly organize ard
manage the material and moral 1ife in schools to make it better everyday and
to guarantee good health and security."(19)

To properly carry out the above-mentioned tasks, we must make education
a true job for the massesj to do so, we must first "fully develop soclalist
democracy" in order to unite and to mobilize all forces inside and outside
the schools -~ teachers and students, cadres, and the people -- and second,
“promote real interest of all sectors, party committee echelons, and local




authoritias th nuoh a job and in caring for our achools in avery way,"(20)

The masses' view in the campaiyn for bullding strong sdueation in our
country has become an experience, a tradition., The progressive units of the
educational sector, particularly the progressive townships like Cam Binh in Ha
Tinh Province, have proven that self-understanding of both teachers and stu-
dents, as well as the people's participation in education, not only helped to
overcome many difficulties, but also guaranteed to 1link schools with averyday
1ife and productive labor, and guaranteed party leadership over education. How-
ever, not all local areas have known how to apply that lesson. In many schools
there still exist head-of-family relationships which prevent students from re-
ally liking their teachers and encourace them to learn in a passive way. Many
local areas have not yet succeeded in urging the people to take part in devel.
opment of educatlon, or still separate schools from society, or run after the
masses by loosening school discipline and lowering requirements for quality.
Some party committee echelons and authorities still fail to see all their re-
sponsibllity for taking care of the future generation, still expect schools to
be solely responsible for students, and in some cases even create problems to
education,

_ For us cadres in the educational sector, we must fully recognize that
the factor that determines the quality of education, now or in the future, is
still the teachers,

In the last 25 years, we educational workers were studying and strug-
gling to carry out President Ho's teachings, and trying to follow his examples
and to train ourselves to deserve the title of socialist teachers.

However, because of poor training of teachers, in spite of such strong
points as loyalty to the party, hard-working quality, active behavior, ete.,
there still exist many weaknesses in the ranks of teachers. Among us, there
still are people who do not really love their profession and children, still
fail to guarantee labor discipline or to keep learning to further raise their
political understanding and professional capacity, and still cannot set exam-
ples to their students of "“hard-working, thrifty, honest, and righteous" be.
havior and "total justice and impartiality." We must try to improve ourselves
and to help one another to move forward continuously. The direction of our
efforts is to properly carry ocut President Ho's teaching -~ "always learn more,
learn political and specialized matters., If you do not keep progressing, you
won't be able to keep up with common progress and will become old-fashioned."(21)

To pay back what President Ho had done for us, we pledge to fulfill the
responsibility of teachers, namely, to turn his "education for all" ideal into
reality and to help train "the successors of our party's and our people's
great revolution," "the successors, being both 'red' and *industrious,' of soe
clalist construction,™
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