REPORT ON SURVEY ON THE LOCAL AREA DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM CONDUCTED
AT XUAN DONG VILLAGE IN CHO GAO DISTRICT, DINH TUONG PROVINCE

1. The General Situation

a. Geographical Position: Xuang Dong village is limited at the east
by Long Binh Dien village, at the west by Tan My Chanh village, at the south
by Hoa Dinh village and at the north by Dang Hing Phuoc village.

b, Organization of the village administrative committee: The village

administration committee includes:

1 village committee chairman concurrently registrar

1 village committee chairman, deputy, concurrently member in
charge of finance

1 member in charge

1 wmember in charge

1 member in charge of

1 mewber in charge of
Besides the village administrative

of
of

security

civic action

social welfare

agriculture

committee, there ia the village council.

¢. Village public buildings:

village office

communal house

temple

primary school (Tan Long hamlet) (college prep and higher quality)
elementary school (Tan Binh and Tan Ninh Hamlets)

(normal "first school™)

N et e s

Private buildings:

2 churches
1 primary school

Superficies:

Public rice fields:
Private rice fields:
Public land:
Private land:

The Village Administration - Basic Information

a. Population: Xuan Dong village is composed of 7 hamlets and has
a general population of 4,275 people (men, women, old and young) divided as
follows: ‘ C

4 hectareas 90 "sao"
5554 hectares

1 ha 26 "sao"

252 ha 67 '"sao"

2.

1. 5 relatively secure hamlets:
Tan Binh hamlet: 514
Tan Long hamlet: 251
Tan Thanh hamlet: 821
Tan Ninh hamlet: 1178
Tan Thuan hamlet: 950



2. 2 Insecure hamlets:

Tan Hoa hamlet: 3a
An Lac Trung hamlat: _180
TOTAL 4275

b. Voters:

Male voters: 339
Yemale voters: 676
PF soldiers: 63

TOTAL 1078 voters

c. Religious composing elements:

Catholicism: 60%
Buddhism: n
Confusianism: an

d. Life style:

2% of the population is rich
43% of them are living in easy circumstances
55% are living in want

e, Oecupations:

Farmears: 60%
Gardeners: 202
Tradespeople: K ) )
Fishers: 1%
Breeders: 16%

f£. riculture and kind of crops grown: Besides rice which is the
prineipal agricultural produce, farmars still grow fruit trees like coconut
palas, plum trees and mango treas.

3. The Interviews

a, Nunbir of respondents interviewed: 130

1. Male respondents: 74 (13 between 18-25, 26 between 26-40 and
35 between 41-60).

2. Pemale respondents: 56 (9 between 18-25, 17 between 26-40 and
30 betwean 41-60). ,

b. Respondenta'’ occupetions:

Farmars: a1
Gardenars: 42
Tradesmen: 2
Notablae: 1
Officials: 2
Teacher: 2



4. Peoples' Opinions

a, What did people think sbout the duty of dignitaries in the village
council and villsge administrative committee?

During the period of time we worked in Xuan Dong village, we have
got in contact with 130 voters including farmers, government officials, notables
and about 95% of them have been of ona accord that from the day dignitaries in
the village council end coamittee took office, all their efforts were aimed at
serving the population,

A male respondent, 64 years old, let know that everyone in the
village council as well as in the village committee hzs been anxicus to serve
the population. Wot only did they want to build some more schoola, repair roads
and bridges, they still esked the government to help them to recomstruct places
of worship (church and communsl houses) and to construct a hospital maternity.
All these comstruction works sre those the population were longing for a long
time,

b. Have elected peuple reelly been beloved by people? Was anybody able
to run for the salection? Did the district chief impose his will?

People elected st the recent elaction day of 9 April 1967, have
been beloved by people, especizily the village council and committee chsirman
who enjoyed s special affection for their aptitude and virtue. Elaction has
been very free, and acyon? without dietinction whether male or femala citizen,
has had right to go to vote or to run for the election without being subjected
to any pressure of the district chiaf.

A male respondant, 52, a laborer, let know that more than a half
of the village population are Catholics, all the year long they have only thought
to occupy themselves with their job, and few people liked to go to work for the
village and hemlets. In the last village and hamlet dignitaries elections,
campaigns have been made to have candidataes running for these elections, and
because of that people in the village liked them very auch,

c. What projects du thie peopla went? 1Is there any differance between
their desires and those of the village officials?

Xuan Dong viliage spreads along both sides of the Ky Hon River
which glides froe Tan My Chanh villege to Long Binh Divh village, through the
hanlets of Tan Hoa, Tan Thuan, Ten Thanh, Tan Long and Tan Binh of the vill age,
From the Xy Ron River, thers are 8 great end small canalz which run through
the above hamlets, and becauie of that the most esrnest desire of people is to
be helped with conatruction matavials to eccomplish these following projects
called by order of priocrity:

to build ¥ heavy-duty bridges

1 bridge 45z long and 3m,50 wide at Tan Thanh hamlet
2 bridges 35m long end 1m,20 wide st Tan Thuan hemlet
2 bridges 30m iong and 1m,20 wide at Tan Nigh hamlet



To make communication with the village and hamlets easier and
especially to insure life of people’s children who must go twice a day to
school (on 19 Sep 67 it was just the village committee chairmsn's boy who was
desd in an accident when falling from a bridge near the school in Tan Kinh
hamlet, he drowned himself in the river).

To transfer the village office to the other side of the Ky Hon
River and to build it behind the church where there 1s enough place to develop
the village town in every aspect.

To reconstruct places of worship destroyed during the resistence
var against the French (1945-1954): A Catholic church, a communal houss to
adore the tutilary genies (i.e. to worship household gods - ed),

To help the population to develop their agriculture by reselling
tham insecticide snd fertilismers with controlled price to avoid them from being
sxploited by the dishonest intermediary tradespeopla.

Through the opinions they expressed, the above kinds of projects
have been their earnest desires. There was no difference between people's
desires and those of the village officials.

d. Do the people feel that the village officials sre honest?

Through the opinions they gave, not any people had had something
to complain sbout the village officiels, They all let know that the Xuan Dong
village officiels are serious. Never have they been guilty of corruptive or
oppressive acts towards tham snd never heve they caused them any trouble.

A male respondent, a notable, 67, let know that dignitaries in the
village are very affable, they behave quietly with psople. Anyone who has
a problem will be helped to solve it; he will not have to weit long or to waste
his time to go through and from and up to now there not yet is any rumor that
they are open to bribery.

e. Do_the pecple trust the local government?

952 of people whom we made contact with lat know that diguitaries
in their village have been all beloved and trusted because of their good
attitude and because of thet people have had a great confidence in the local
government.

A female respondent, a tradeswoman, 36, let know that today people
wvho work for the village have been real people’s representatives. All their
activities are aimed at serving the population and protecting their life and
interests. So, when the village officials take the initistive in doing some-
thing, a comawnity development work for instance, the population have alvays
respondad to their call with enthusiasm snd joy.



f. 1Is it true the population dared not participate in civic actions
because they are afraid of the VC?

All social actions on community development works proposed by the
village government have been strongly backed up by the population. Howeaver,
before the VC pressure, befors their terrorist acts, people in hamlets adjacent
to insacure area have worked with fear,

A male respondent, a farmer, 40, let know that people are afraid ’
of the VC although up to now there not yat is any people who ara living far
from a post must always pay taxee, in kind or in money, when the VC come to
collect.

5. Security

a. ls the village iocated in a secure area?

Xuan Dong village is relatively secura

b, If not, is the viilage well protected?

If the village is not located in a secure area (sic), it can be
well protected bacause at present, the village PP includes 3 platoona (93
soldiers) divided to defend important hamlet.

One platoon wzzprnsible to mount guard at the village office at
Tan Long hamlet. One platoon to encamp in a post at Tan Thanh hamlet and 2
posts at Tan Binh hamlet. One platoon to be ready for action and encamp at
Tan Thanh hamlet, This platoon is put under the disposition of the Cho Gao
district sub-sector to make operations, lay smbush, to join in battle, etc.

¢. Do the popular forces obeay the requests of the village chief in
matters concerning security and troop disposition?

According to PP soldiers and the village chief, PF soldiers are
always ready to carry out his ordess in matters concerning security and
disposition.

6. Private Organizations

a, !igd out if thers are in the village notables who are not in the
government, but have a lot of influence.

In Xuan Dong village, the most influential man in the Catholic
prieat, Dang ngoc¢ Linh,

b. Piond out if imporient private organizationa exist in the village
and how active, influential. and powarful they are.

1. The Catholic organization: Under the leadership of the priest
Dang ngo¢ Linh:




It can be said that all the Catholic population in Xuan Dong
village must carry out and be ready to obey the requests of the priest Dang
ngoc Linh. For example, when the latter makes a call to his followsrs to
contribute money and labor to achieve eny project interesting all the village,
his request will be thoroughly carried out. According to some village
dignitaries, not only the priest is influential in the village, he still is
influential with officials of higher level.

2. The communist organiszation: In Xuan Dong village, party
committes or chapter organizations, which includes:

Secretary: Ngo Ven Ba
Deputy Secretary: Nguyen Van Muon
Military mactiom: Nguyen van Thao

and five members raspousibla for 5 sections: VFinance section, Propaganda,
Culture and EBducstion section, Young People Propaganda section, Sacurity sectionm,
Military saection and Pront activities section:

SECRETARY
DEMUTY SECRETARY

STANDING COMMITTEE

COMMONICATION
LIATSON SECTION
PROPAGANDA PROPAGANDA FINANMCE SECURITY MILITARY FRONT
CULTURE TO YOUNG & ECONOMIC SECTION AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES
EDUCATION PEOPLE MINISTRY SECTION SECTION

In each hamlet, thare is a cell comprised of 1 call lgader
and 2 membars to assume the respensibility of tha Party activitiaes in the hamlats.

To support the Party committea to easily carry out its activities
of organization, sabotage, tax collectiom, atc. there is in the village a
guerrilla platoon of sbout 23 people to parmsnently sount guard, clear the way,
harass, etc. In addition to this gusrrilla strength, thare ia the district
mobile 225th Company which, well equipped snd under the leadership of the company
commandar, Tram van Trich, coordinatas its sctivities with tha village guerrilla
strength to attack our posts.

Canarally spasking, tha security situation in hamlets at Xuan
Dong village is relatively good, apert from the hamlets of Ten Hos and An Loc
Trung which are insecure. From 1954, thie village has nevaer been destroyed
or attacked by the VC. However, on the political point of view, the VC are
vary busy amd influential, they exsert an inflwence on almost all the population
by this threat, coercion snd extortion, that is to say that they are asbla to
collact land tax of all farmers, not taking into consideration that farmera
are living in secure or insescure hamlats. According to the village dignitaries,
really peopla hare havs never liked to pay taxzes to tha VC but they dare not
refuse for fear of their power end retaliations.



7. The Village Council

a, !gp the village council freely chosen by people?

Most of 130 respondents have considered that the village council
election on 9 April 1967 was carried out fairly and well.

A female respondent, a housewife, 50, let know that election in
the present time is different from that under the old regime. At present,
voters are free to choose their candidstes. They have right to vote for people
of good bshavior they considar as worthy to represent thewm and are most careful
in not being coerced into voting for any people. So, people who have slected
in the council are beloved and trusted by the population.

b. Present activities of the council. Does it meat?

The village council has right to deliberate, to control and to
advise.

Deliberation: The villege council has right to bring up for
discussion miscellanecus taxes, sundries, management of the market, organization
of fair, to support, to raise loan, to make special concession and to sum up
all matters interested to the village. ’

Control: The village council controls all practices of the
committee and policies and projects of the government, verifies book-keeping
of the village committee, tha viilage administration and tha village budgst
management,

Advica: The villaga council has an extensive consulting power.
It can present p.opla's opinions, propositions and deszires on matters interesting
the village to the district and province governments or to the province council
and the Special Commissariat for Administration.

The Xuan Dong village council has usually met twice a month. The
ordinary meating is held on the 5th of each month snd tha extraordinary meeting
is only held when thera is an urgent matter to be solved. All the meetings
are convened by the village council chairman. In the Xuan Dong village council
composed of 8 members (5 male councilmen and 3 councilwomen) there are two
female councilwomen named Trucug thi Ngo and Ngo thi Lie who because of their
lack of sense of responsibility, have been proposed to be dismissed in the
recent meeting of 5 October 1967.

€. Does the council resll rasent the la? Or does it carry
out the orders of the province gnd district?

Based on what it has done from the day it took office, people
found that the villaga councii was aware of its duty to represent peopla and
to fight for their interast. The council has asked to be helped to construct
bridges, to build a hospital maternity amd some schools. This proved it has
understood its position and ected upon people’s desires rather than to carry
out the orders of the district and provinca governments.



A male respondent, a landlord, 55, let know that people in the
villaga have a great desire to be helped to construct some bridges to make the
communication easier and to abort accident for thair children who must go
everyday to school. Their desire was forwarded by the village council to the
govertmant of higher level a long time ago, but up to now, thay have received.
no answar.

d. Are members in the council cepsble to carry ocut their duty?

The fair sex occupiaes about a half of the members in the council
(3 out of 8) and because of that their cowpetemcy is not squal, especially
wvhen women have only been elected to symbolize the question of equal rights
between men and women rather than to carry out activities of the coumecil.
Apart from the council standing committee chairman and deputy chairman and the
village committee chairman who are capable dignitaries, other members in the
council are not very competent. And it ie only the council chairman and
committee chairman who is able to create a prestige emong the population.

8. The Villaga Administrative Committee

a. How often does the village committee mset?

The village committee meats 6 times a month, on the 5, 10, 15, 20,
25, 30 of the month, with the chairmsn in the chair, to check operations
completed during the period prior to the meeting, to draw experience and discuss
on wask and strong points and to schedule a plan and program for future
oparations,

b. Doas the committes fael that it sctually has power end suthority
and doas it wse it

The village committee chairmsn let know that the committee represents
the population. "In my capacity as a committee chairman, I have used all ny
power to develop hamlets and to manage the sdministration affairs in the village.
I have proposed a program to build more schools, to trsnafer the village office,
to construct a maternity, to lay down a plen to defend the village, etc."

¢. Doas the committee consider itself sm agent of the village or of

tha prevince/district level?

The village committee chairman let know that his committee is an
agent of the village and is not dependent on the province and district levels
and these two levels of government ars only to help and comtrol the village
committes and have not right to interfere with ite internal affairs.

d, Are the committes members competent and weall trained?

About this quéstion, the committee deputy chairman let know although
they are noet very competent, mambers in the committee can carry out their daily
wvorks with vigor,

They have been called to attemd a training course on village

adainistration and Revolutionary Development, opened for 15 days at the province
headquarters. ) o,
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e. Summary description of activities of the coomittee mesbers:

1. The committee chairman:

To make known and carry out orders of the government

To make report on what has happened in the village to the
district and province chiefs

To certify administrative papers

To manage the village committee and assume responsibility of
the coomittes before the village council

To represent the village befors the government of higher
level and before the law

To sign on orders of receipt and expense of the village budget

To settle quarrels and disputes in the village

2. The deputy chairman:

To rapresent the chairmsn when the latter is absent

In the capacity of member in charge of Finance, to be responsible
for the management of the village property, for the question of budget, tax
and supply, etc,

3. The member in charge of security:

To be responsible for the question of security, public order,
administrative and judicial police, military service and military matters.

4, The member in charge of propaganda:

This member ie responsible for the organization of people into
groups, organizations, ififormstion, Chieu Moi, propaganda-to-people, youth and
postal affair,

5. The member in charge of agriculture:

Thia member is responsible for the organization of people into
groups on land reform and agriculture, and in cooperation with the member in
charge of Finance, he manages the village public land and rice fields.

6. The member in charge of sociel welfare:

He is responsible for cultural, educatiomal, social affairs,
conatruction, labor and public health,

7. The principal sacretary:

To manage the village office

"To be responcible for the question of general administration
To keep the sezl and book of the village budget

To assume the function of treesurer if necessary




f. Is the village chief a true leader in the village?

Among the 130 respondents, 125 let know the village chief is
worthy to govera the village.

A female respondent, tradeswomen, 319, let know the committee
chairman is a Catholic with an anti-commmiet spirit. Although he is not well-
educated, he is iwpsrtial, straight and serviceable smd becauwse of that he is
beloved by people. Because he has just taken office for scme months, not sny
outstanding work has been accomplished but with his virtua, he is meritorious
being the village chief. :

But there ere 3 respondents who let know the village chief was
appointed by the district chief and, efter all, he must be an instrwment of
the letter. '

A male respondent, an official, 39, let know that PP soldiers
troublad the populetion. They gembled, they stole their poultry, everyone was
afraid of them and dared not eriticize them, :

According to the new decres, the district chief hes no right to
spend money from the village budget but the village always hed to cover expenses
of the district e0 much thet the village committee has no money to buy peraffia
lamp and lemp oil to light the post and village office and to repair the village
office furniturs. It must ask money from the distriet.

g. Betwesn the counsil cheirman and the committee cheirmsn, who is
aore influeatie

Most of the respondente let know that they both are influentiel,
but to make & comperison, the cowncil cheirman is more influential then the
committee chairmanm,

A male respondent, fermer, 50, let know the council chairmsn is a
retired Army sargeant-major and tha last yeer he was the village deputy
cheiraan. Polite, sarious smd resourceful, he is respected and beloved by
pecple. 1In comparison with the committes cheirmen, he is more influential,
especially with older pacple, sad becewes he has been working for a long time,
he is more experienced snd has a wider acquaintaneas,

9. The Remlet Chiafs

4. Wers the hsmlat chiefs freely elected?

130 respondents let know thet the population were free to elect
~ the hemlat chiefe, but here, bacause of tha VC pressurs, few pecple dared to
run for the electionm.

A male respomdent, farmer, 40, let know that thare was elaction
but because in sach hemlet there wers Just 2 pecpla who ran for the electionm,
pPecple did not have & real choice. The one who got the job the second highest
ballot wes elacted deputy hamlet chief; the election wae only a way to
regularise their positiens.
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b. How many candidates ran for hamlet chiefs?

There were 10 people (9 male - 1 female) running for the election
in 5 hamlets.

c. 18 the hamlet chief a true leader and influential man?

All the 130 respondents let know that people who dared to run for
the election were men wvho have an snti-communist spirit, From the day they
took office, not any outstanding work has been accomplished, but, generally
speaking, they all are relatively influential.

d., Do people support the hamlet chiefs?

Most of the respondents let know that hamlet chiefs sre residents
in the village. Therefore, they are their friends and are supported.

e, How well-trained are the hamlet chiefs?

All the 5 hamlet chiefs let know they have attended a 15 day
training course opened et the province headquerters on decree to reorganize
the village/hamlet administration.

f. Do _the hamlet chiefs possess much authority end provide leadershi
on programs or do they simply feel they ere tha amm of highar level of govermment?

117 respondants lat know that the hamlet chiefs are competent to
work, thay all have an anti-communist spirit and spring from farsers families,
they know how to halp people.

A male respondent, farmer, 40, seid: "Although thay are not well-
aducated or cepable, hamlet chiefs are prectical and living in close relation
vith the population, they know how to struggle for and protect the peopla'’s
rights and interests.”

9 respondents let know that hamlet chiefs have been appointed by
the district chief to run for the election, Most of them are incompetent; they
have no initiative to work and can ba more or less directed by the district
government,

8. Whet do the hamlet chiefs do?

They carry out regulations, government policies and orders of
sdministrative higher levels in the local area, take care of security and
public order in their hamlets, manage the hamlet board of administration, make
report on the general situation of the hamlet to the village committee, certify
administration papers and help the village committea to collect taxes.
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10. General

a. Who pays these local officials?

In principle, among villages whose budget exceeds 500,0008VN,
the village must issue money to cover 1/3 of the salary of the villege officials.
The remaining 2/3 of salary will be defrayed by the nationel budget.

At Xuen Dong villege, beceuse the budget is too poor, salary of
village officiels are defrayed entirely by the national budget. Salary in
paid at the end of month by a check of the province. Someone will go to cash
this check to pay salary to village and hamlet officials.

b. Are thay paid on tima?

Generally, they are not psid on time. Until the 20 Oct 67, they
did not receive their pay for September.

¢. Salery of village and hamlet officials:

Committes chairman 42308
Committee deputy chairman k2.
Committee membars and hamlet
chiafs 3450%
Assistant hamlet chiaf 31903
11, Trainiog

a. Are local government officiels treined to carry out their
activities once they have been elected?

The following officials heve baen trained to carry out their
activities: the council chairman, deputy chairmen and generel secretary; the
committes chairmsn, members in charge of Security, Social Welfare, Propaganda
and Agriculture; the hamlet chiefs of Tan Binh, Tan Thenh, Tan Ninh and
Tan Thuan.

b. How lggl and in whet subjects have they been trained?

Members in the village committee and hemlet chiefs have attended
a 15-day training course:

Subjects: Method of guiding, way of working, ettitude and morals,
and RD policy.

Members in the village council have attended a 7-day course:

Subjects: RD policy and 3 duties of councilmen; control, advice
and deliberation.

¢. 1s the training effective in preparing them for their job?

About this question, the committee chairman and hamlet chiefs of
Tan Ninh and Tan Thuan let know that the training is only effective about 40%
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in preparing them for their job; most of officials elected from the recent
election are not well-educated and are not equal to follow the course which
is too stressed in theory and they have no time to discuss and bring up their
troubles to be solved. Owing to that the training is not very useful to them,

12, Finance and the Village Budget

a, Financial year 1966:

Receipts: 115,645,548
Expenditures: ' -115,163.00%
Balance 582,548

Money deposited at the province
treasury: ~232.748
Money kept at the village budget: 349.808

b. Finsncial vear 1967:

Balance brought from FY66

(kept in village budget): 349,80%
Balance from FY66 in province

treasury! 232,748
Land Tax: 772.428
Cowden Tax: 4,305,27%
License Tax: 332.008
Sampan Tax: 292,008
Buffalos, Ox Tax: 135.008
Public rice fields Tax: 4,000,005
Slaughter house Tax: 4,050.00%
Ferry duties: 36,600.008

Money contributed by the province to
pay salary of village and hamlet

officiale: 214,636,008
Water products: 12,870.00%
Certification of administrative

papers: 17,000,008
Miscellaneous: 4,000.008

TOTAL: 299,575,00%

Items of expenses:

Salary and travelling expenses of

councilmen and committeemen: 228,502,008
Allowance for radio oparator: 4,000,005
Lamp-0oil and writing materials: 8,092.008%
Maintenance, repairing: 5,090,008
Ceremonies: 1,300.00%
Furniture: 400.00%
Contribution to the Can Son and district: 30,500.00$
Contingent expenses: 12,292,008
Salary of road-mender: 3,250,008

TOTAL: 293,426.008
Balance to date of FY 1967: 6,149.00%
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Considering the total receipts and expenses of the Xuan Dong
village budget, people remark that it is too poor in comparison with that
of other villages.

Theoratically, at tha end of Oct 67, the village has received
299,575.23% but in reality, not counting the sum of 214,636.00$8 contributed
by the national budget, it has only received: 84,939,238,

It is all the ssame for the expenses. In theory, the village has
spent 293,426.005 but in .reality, it has only spent 78,790.008. And if we do
not count the sum of 30,300,005 used to contribute to the Can Son and district,
it has only really spent: 48,490,005, With a eso poor budget with the receipts
of 84,939.005 and expenses of 48,490.00$, the village authorities will never
be able to accomplish any project, how useful it can be, to develop their
villagae.

c. Other sources of funds in the villege: Aside from taxes, NONE.

d. Dc the people feel thet they must pey too much in texes?

121 respondents let know thet the rate of taxes they have to pay
is reasonable, 9 respondents consider it slight.

A male respondent, farmer, 54, let know thet here the govermment
likes the population rather than dislikes them, When it does everything, or
when it levies taxes, it always sticks to people’s interasts. Besides the
fact they must pay taxes to the government, the population omust have something
laft to keep themselves and their families, It is not the ssme in communist
controlled areas vhere people must step by step sell their property to pay taxes
to the VC.

A male respondent, farmer, 41, let know that tax is not heavy
vhen for an hectare of first class rice field they have only to pay 1108 as
tax and for an hectare of garden they have only to pay 2858. This tax rate
cennot be compared with thet in communist controlled area where the population
ers burdenad with taxes,

e, 1f the village suthorities had some more funds, for exsmple
200,0008, how would they choosa to spend them? If the people themselves could
decida, how would they want additional funds spent?

If there wera an additional fund, people in Xuan Dong village
would spend it to build 5 bridges in ferro-concrete; as explained previously
before; to repair the communal house and cathedral; to transfer the villaege
office to have place to build e maternity; to buy fertilizers and insecticides;
and to repair the roed before the cathedral which is in connection with the
provincial Route #24,

Concurrently spesking, the village authorities would also liks to
spend money for works of common interest the population are lenging for.
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13, Observations

a., Situation:

Xuan Dong village is about 3km away from Cho Gao district town.
In the front, it is limited by the provincial route #24 and at the back by
Hoa Dinh, an insecure village and a departure point of the VC to harass the
two hamlets of Tan Hoa and An Loc Truong. The village apreads on an area of
4km in length from Tan Hoa to Tau Thanh hamlet and about 3 km in width from
Tan Long to An Loc Truong hamlet. Traversed by a network of arroyos, canals
and Ky Hon River which glides until Cho Gao district towm and pours its water
into the Mekong River. Communications by boat in the village have been very

easy.

b. People's standpoint:

About 60% of the population in the village are Catholics. They
all have an anti-communist spirit but living under a pressure of the enemy
coning from neighboring villages, they must live in a passive situation.

c. People's living style:

Most of people in the village are living on agricultural and
gardening although rice fields are few, they are very fertile. People have
usually grown 3 crops in & year. Besides, they can earn more by planting
fruit trees and breeding poultry.

According to the population, their production can support them
sufficiently but, because of insecure situation, they are obliged to pay taxes
to the VC, and because of that about 55% of them are living in want.

d. Copability of the village authorities:

Generally speaking, village suthorities are baloved and supported
by people. They are all residents of the local area. Having been working
for a long time, they are experienced and equal to their function to aerve the
population, '

14. Proposals

To help the population to improve their living conditions, we propose
the population be helped to reslize their comstruction and repairing projects
mentioned sbove,
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