
REPORT ON SURVEY ON THE LOCAL AREA DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM CONDUCTED 
AT XUAR DONG VILLAGE IN CHO GAO DISTRICT, DIRH TUONG PROVINCE 

1. Th. G.n.ral Situation 

a. G.ographical Poaition: Xuang Dong village is limit.d at the eaat 
by Long Binh Di.n villag., at the west by Tan My Chanh villag., at the south 
by Roa Dinh village and at the north by Dang Ring Phuoc villag •• 

b. Organization of the viI lase administrative committ •• : Th. village 
administration committ •• includes: 

1 village committe. chairman concurr.ntly r.gistrar 
1 village committ •• chairman, deputy, concurr.ntly memb.r in 

charg. of financ. 

B •• id •• 

1 ~er in charge of s.curity 
1 member in charse of civic action 
1 m ... ber in ch.rg. of social _If.r. 
1 .... b.r in ch.rg. of ·Srfcultur. 

the village .dministr.tiv. c_ittee, th.r. is the vill.g. council. 

c. Villag. public buildinga: 

1 village offic. 
1 communal house 
1 tempI. 
1 primary school (Tan Long haml.t) (coll.g. prep and high.r quality) 
2 .l .... nt.ry school (Tan Binh .nd T.n Ninh Raml.ts) 

(normal "first achool It) 

d. Priv.t. buildinga: 

2 church.s 
1 primary school 

•• Sup.rfici.s: 

Public ric. fi.lds: 
Priv.t. ric. fi.lds: 
Public l.nd: 
Priv.t. l.nd: 

4 hect.res 90 "s.o" 
5554 h.ctares 
1 h. 26 "s.o" 
252 h. 67 "sao" 

2. Th. Vill.ge Administr.tion - Baaic Inform.tion 

a. Population: Xu.n Dong villase fa compos.d of 7 haml.ts and h.s 
a g.n.ral population of 4,275 p.opl. (men, women, old and young) divid.d as 
follows: 

1. 5 r.l.tiv.ly s.cur. h.mlets: 

T.n Binh haml.t: 
Tan Long haml.t: 
T.n Thanh haml.t: 
Tan Ninh haml.t: 
Tan Thuan h .. l.t: 

1 

514 
251 
821 

1178 
950 



2. 2 lnaecure h .. let.: 

Tan Ro. helet: 381 
An Lac Trunl h_let: 180 

TOTAL 427S 

b. Voter.: 

Male voters: 339 
, ... le voter.: 676 
PF soldier.: 63 

TOTAL Iii78 voters 

c. .eli.io.. cO!fo.in. element.: 

Catholici .. : 60% 
.uddhi_: ]I 
Confuaiani_: 371 

d. Life etIle: 

2l of the populetion i. rich 
431 of th .. are livinl in ea.y circua.tance. 
551 are livinl in want 

e. Oeeupation. : 

'a1'lHr.: 60% 
Cariener.: 20% 
Trade.,eople: 31 
'ieher.: 11 
.reMer.: 161 

f. Airiculture and kind of crop. IrOWD: 'e.ide. rice which i. the 
princip.l aaricultnral ,roduce, fa1'lHr •• till araw frait tree. like coconut 
pal •• , pl_ tree. 1IIIe1 unlo tree •• 

3. The Intervieva 

•• "'-ber of re.pondent. interviev.d: 130 

1. Male re.)!!!Identa: 74 (13 betwen 18-25, 26 betwen 26-40 1IIIe1 
35 between 41-60). 

2. , ... le re.pondent.: 56 (9 between 18-25, 17 between 26-40 and 
30 between 41-60). 

b. .e.pondent.' occupetion.: 

ParMre: 
C.rdenere: 
Treelenan: 
Rotable: 
Officiala: 
Teacher: 

81 
42 

2 
1 
2 
2 
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4. Peoplea' Opiniona 

a. What did people think about the duty of dignitariea in the village 
council and vill"e administrative ca.aittee? 

During the period of time we worked in Xuan Dong village, we have 
got in contact with 130 voter. includin. far.era, government officiala, notabl,a 
and about 951 of thea have been of one accord that from the day dignitarie8 in 
the village council and cO!mlittee took office, sll their efforte were at_d at 
aerving the population. 

A .. Ie respondent, 64 yeara old, let know that everyone in the 
village council aa well 8. in the villa.e comaittee has been anxioua to aerve 
the population. Not only did they want to build some more schoola, repair roads 
and bridgea, they still asked the govern.ent to help thea to reconstruct places 
of worahip (church and cODBUnal hou.ea) .ad to construct a hoapital maternity. 
All theae conatruction work~ are those the population were longing for a long 
tiM. 

b. Rave elected people really been baloved by people? Waa anybody able 
to run for tha election? Did the diatrict chief impo.e his will? 

People elected at the recent election day of 9 April 1967, have 
been beloved by people, eapecially the villa.e council and committee chairman 
who enjoyed a spechl affecthm for their sptitude and virtue. Election has 
been very free, and anyone without diatinction whether male or f .. a1a citi.en, 
hal had right to go to vote or to run for the election without being aubjected 
to any prelaure of the diatrict chief. 

A .. Ie reapondent, 52, a laborer, let know that .are than a half 
of the village population are Catholica, all the ye.r looS they have only thought 
to occupy th_selvel with their job, and few people liked to go to work for the 
villase and haaleta. In the la.t villase .ad haalet dignitaries electiona, 
ca.paigna have been made to have candidatea runuins for the.e electiona, and 
beca.ae of that people in the villase liked them very .. ch. 

c. What pr01ecu dn the I)eODle vant? Is there any difference between 
their desirea and tho •• o{ the villa.e officiala? 

Xuan Dong villase apreeda a10ns both aide. of the Xy Ron River 
which glide. frca Tan My Chanh vii lege to LonS Binh Dinh villase, through the 
healets of Tan Roa, Tan Thuan, Tan Thenh, Tan LonS and Tan Binh of the villase. 
Pro. the Xy Ron River, ther~ are 8 sreat en .... 11 canel. which ran through 
the above h_lete, and bIClil"'£ of that the moat eameat deaire of people is to 
be helped with conltructim, .. llt ... ·iah to accoapliah the"e following projecta 
called by order of priority: 

to build 5 haavy~duty bridse. 
I bridge 4~~ looS and 3m,SO wide at Tan Thanh hamlet 
2 bridgu 3514 loog and lm,20 wide at Ten Thuan haalet 
2 bridBil8 30m loog and 1m,20 vide at 'fan Ninh h_let 
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To s.ke co.aunic.tion with the viii ••• and h .. l.t •••• i.r .nd 
e.p.ci.lly to in.ure lif. of p.opl.'. children who .u.t ,0 twic •• d.y to 
.chool (on 19 S.p 67 it w •• ju.t the viii ... c~itt .. ch.iraan'. boy who w •• 
d •• d in an .ccid.nt wh.n f.llin. froa • brid •• n •• r the .chool in T.n Rinb 
haslet. h. drowned hi ••• lf in the river). 

To tr.n.f.r the viii ... offic. to tb. otb.r .id. of the Ey Ron 
River .nd to build it behind the church wh.r. there is enoalh pl.c. to d.v.lop 
the viii ••• town in .very •• pect. 

To r.con.truct pl.ce. of wor.hip d •• troy" durina the re.i.tance 
w.r ••• in.t the Prench (1945-1954): A C.tbolic church •• co.aun.l hona. to 
.dor. the tutil.ry s.nie. (i ••• to wor.hip hou •• hold .od. - .d). 

To h.lp tb. popul.tion to d.v.lop tb.ir •• ricultur. by r ••• llin. 
th .. in •• cticid. end f.rtili •• r. with controll.d pric. to •• oid th .. froa b.inS 
asploit.d by the di.bon •• t int.rsedi.ry tr .... peopl •• 

Throuah the opinion. they aspr...... the .bov. kind. of proj.ct. 
h.v. be.n th.ir .arn •• t d •• ire.. Th.re w •• no diff.renc. b.tween p.opl.'. 
d •• ir ••• nd tho •• of the vill .. e offici.l •• 

d. Do tb. people f •• l th.t the viii ••• offici.l •• r. hona.t? 

Thro.ah tb. opinion. th.y I .... not .ny p.opl. had had .oaethins 
to co.plain aboat tb •• illa.a offici.l.. Th.y .11 l.t know tb.t tb. Xuan Don • 
• illa •• official •• re •• riou.. .. .. r h ••• tb.y b.en auilty of corruptive or 
oppre .. iv •• cta tow.rd. tb .. and n.ver have th.y c ..... th ... ny troubl •• 

A .. 1. re.pond.nt •• notabl •• 67. l.t know tb.t dianitari •• in the 
.ill .... re very aff.bl •• tb.y beh ... .-i.tly with peopl.. Anyon. who ba • 
• prObl .. will b. b.lped to .01 •• it; h. will not h.ve to wait Ion. or to w •• t. 
his ti.. to 10 throaab and froa .nd up to now tb.re not yet is any IWlOr th.t 
th.y .r. op.n to bribery. 

•• Do the p.opl. tru.t tb. local lov.rDMnt? 

95"' of people whoa we .... cont.ct with ht know th.t diauitarie. 
in th.ir viii ••• ha •• b •• n .11 beloved and tru.t.d b.cau •• of th.ir ,oed 
.ttitud. and b.c .... of that peopl. b ... had • ,r •• t confidence in the loc.l 
,ov.rDMnt. 

A f ... le re.poadent •• tr ... _u. 36. let know th.t tod.y p.ople 
who work for the viii ••• h ••• b •• n r.al peopl.'. repre •• nt.ti.... All th.ir 
.ctiviti ••• re .i .. d .t •• rvin, the popul.tion and prot.ctin. their life .nd 
intere.te. So, when the vi.U.,. offici.te t.ke the initi.tive in dOil1l ._­
thina. • c~ity d.velopaent work for in.t.nc.. the popul.tion ha ••• lway. 
re.pond .. to th.ir call with eathu.ia .. and joy. 

4 



f. Is it true the population dared not participate in civic actions 
because they are afraid of the VCT 

All .ocial action. on ca..anity develop .. nt works proposed by the 
village govern..nt have been strongly backed up by the population. Rowever, 
before the VC pre.aure, before their terrori.t acta, people in haaleta adjacent 
to insecure araa have worked with fear. 

A •• 1e respondent, a far.er, 40, let know that people are afraid 
of the VC although up to"now there not yet i. any people who ara living far 
from a poet must always pey taxea, in kind or in lIIoney, when the VC come to 
collect. 

S. Security 

a. Is the villa •• located in a .ecure area? 

Xuan Dong village ia relatively aecure 

b. If not. ia the villa.e well protected? 

If the Village ia not located in a secure area (aic), it can be 
well protected because at pre.ent, the village PP include. 3 platoons (93 
soldiers) divided to defend important h .. let. 

One platoon .·etF>n!lible to aount guard at the village office at 
Tan Long h .... let. One platOOIl to ancap in a poet at Tan Thanh hamlet and 2 
posts at Tan Binh h .... let. One platoon to be ready for action and enc.., at 
Tan Thanh h .. let. This platoon ia put under the diapoaition of the Cho Gao 
district aub-.ector to make operation., lay .-bu.h, to join in battle, etc. 

c. Do the popular force. obey tbe reeueat. of the villase chief in 
matter. concemins security and troop disposition? 

According to PP soldiers and the village chief, PP soldiers are 
always ready to carry out his ordews in .. tters concerning aecurity and 
diaposition. 

6. Private 0raaniaatiOD8 

a. Pind out if thera are in the ville.e notabl •• who ar. not in the 
government, but have a lot of influ.nce. 

In Xuan Dong village, the .o.t influential 1II8D in the Catholic 
priest, Dang ngoc Linh. 

b. Pind out if important private 0rsani.ations exist in the village 
and how active," inUuntral. and powerful they are. 

1. The Catholic or.ani.ation: Under the leaderahip of the prieat 
Dang ngoc Linh: 
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It can b ••• id th.t .11 the C.tholic popul.tion in Xu.n Doni 
vill ...... t c.rry out .nd b. r.ady to ob.y the requ.ats of the pri.at Dana 
nloc Linh. For .xapl •• whan the l.tt.r •• ka •• c.11 to biB fo11_r. to 
contribut • .on.y and labor to .cbi ... any ,roj.ct int.reatinl .11 the vil1.1 •• 
biB requa.t will b. thorouah1y c.rried out. Accordinl to .a.e .i11 ... 
dianit.ri ••• not only the pri •• t ia influenti.l in the .i11 .... h. atil1 i. 
inf1uenti.1 witb offici.1. of bish.r 1 ... 1. 

2. 'lb. c_ht 0ra.nh.tion: In Xua Doni .Ulal •• ,.rty 
caa.itt •• or chapt.r ora.ni •• tion •• which includ •• : 

Secret.ry: 
Dep.ty S.cret.ry: 
Milit.ry a.ction: 

Rso Va I. 
.... yen Va MIaon 
lfauYen .a 'lbeo 

.n' fi .. ~ra r.aponaib1. for 5 •• ctional Pi .... c ••• ction. 'rop .. _ •• 
Cu1t.r. ad leluc.tion .action. YOIIIlI '.opl. 'rop .. ancl. a.ction. S.nrity a.ction. 
Milit.ry •• ction .n' Front .cti.iti •••• ction: 

SICUTUY 
DIPVTY SICUTUY 

STAlmIlC COIIIITTII 

l'aOPAGAIDA 
TO !OUlC 
PlOPLI 

PDAlICI 
.ICOlOIIC 
MIIIISTl.Y 

OOIIIMICATIOlf 
LIAISOlf SlcrtOlf 

SlcualTY 
SICTIOlf 

MILUUY 
APl'AIIS 
SlcrtOlf 

ftOII'1' 
At'tltrtlES 
SICTIOlf 

In •• ch b .. l.t. th.re i •• cell ca.pri." of 1 c.ll 1 •••• 1' 
a' 2 ..-b.r. to ...... tb. reapon.ibility of the •• rty .cti.iti •• in the h .. 1.t •• 

To .upport tb ••• rty ca.aitt .. to ••• ily c.rry out it •• cti.iti •• 
of oraai •• tion ••• bot.S •• tax coll.ction •• tc. th.re i. in the .ill .... 
parrill. pl.t_ of _out 23 people to ,._antly _t pard, cl •• r the w.y. 
h.r ..... tc. In .ddition to this ... rril1 •• trenath. th.re i. the 'i.trict 
.obU. 225tb eo.pany which ... 11 .quipped a' _'.1' the l .... r.hi' of tb. c.,ay 
ca.aa •• r. Tran .an Trich. coodin.t •• ita, .ctiviti •• with the .i11 ... auarrUla 
.traDltb to .tt.ck "I' po.t •• 

Ceear.lly .,..kinl. the •• nrity .it •• tion in h .. l.t •• t X .... 
Dona .Ul ... h rel.tively 1_. ap.rt fo. the ba.1.ta of Tan Bo .... AD LCKI 
TnaS which .re iD •• nre. Pro. 1954. thh viU ... b •• nev.r b ... deat~ 
or .tt.u.t by til. Ye. 11_1'. on the politic.l point of view. the Ye .re 
•• ry b •• y ... influenti.l. th.y ... rt an i.fl ...... on .l.o.t .11 the ,opal.tion 
by this thre.t. coercion ... axtortion. th.t i. to •• y th.t th.y .re _1. to 
coll.ct land tax of .11 f.r.er.. Dot tatina into con.ider.tion tb.t f.~r • 
• re li.ina in •• nre or in •• nre h .. l.t.. Accordina to the .ill .... i18it.ri ••• 
re.lly people h.re h.ve never liked to p.y t .... to the Ye but th.y '.re Dot 
r.fu •• for f •• r of tb.ir POWI' ancl ret.li.tion •• 
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7. '11le Vill.e Council 

a. Wa. the villa,e council frealy cholan by people? 

Mo.t of 130 re.pondeDt. have conlidered that the vill •• e council 
election on 9 April 1967 wa. carried out fairly and well. 

A f ... le reapondent, • hoa.avife, 50, let bl~ that election in 
the pre.ent ti .. ia different frca th.t under the old reli... At pre.ent, 
voter •• re free to choo.e their cendidatea. They h.ve riaht to vote for people 
of 100d beh.vior they conaidar a. worthy to rapre.ant tham and are aolt c.reful 
in not beinl coerced into '\Iotinl for any people. So, people who h.ve elected 
in the council are beloved end truated by the popul.tion. 

b. Pre.ant activities of the council. Doe. it ..at? 

The villege council h •• riaht to deliber.te. to control and to 
adv18e. 

Deliberation: Tbe vill •• e council hae rilht to bring up for 
diacu.aion .iacellanaoua taxa., sundriea, aan •• ament of the •• rket, orlanization 
of feir, to support, to rai.e loan, to .... epaci.1 conceaaion and to au. up 
all .. ttera intareated to the vill.le. 

Control I The villa .. council control a .11 pr.cticea of the 
coaaittee And policies .nd projecta of the lovarnaant, verifiea book-keeping 
of the vi11.ge comaittea. tha Village a .. iniatr.tion and th~ village budget 
.. nag_nt. 

Advic.: Th. villa.e council h •• an extan.ive cona.ltinl power. 
It can pre.ant people'. opinion., propo.ltlon •• nd de.irea on .. ttera intereatin. 
the village to the diatrict and proviDce .overa.ent. or to the province cOUDci1 
.nd the Speci.l CODai ••• riat for A .. iDi.tr.tion. 

The Xuan Dong villa.e council h •• u ... lly Mt twice. month. The 
ordin.ry .. etiD, i. held on the 5th of e.ch aonth aDd the extr.ordin.ry .. eting 
18 only held when there 1. an urgant .. tter to be 801ved. All the .. eting. 
ere conveaed by the vill.la council ch.iraan. In the Xuan Don. vil1 •• e council 
composed of 8 ..-ber. (5 .ale councilaan and 3 councilwoaan) there .re two 
f .. ale council_ naaed True". thi 1110 and 11,0 thi Lie who bec.u.e of their 
l.ck of .enae of re.ponlibility. have bean propo.ed to be diemi •• ed in the 
recent .. etiDg of 5 October 1967. 

c. Doe. the council really rep"aant the people? Or doe. it carry 
out the order. of the province aDd di.trict? 

B .... on wh.t it naB done froa the d.y it took office, people 
found that the vill.ge council wa. aw.re of it. duty to rapre.ent people and 
to fight for their intere.t.' The couneil h ...... d to be helped to con.truct 
brid.e., to build. ho.pital .aternity and .oae achool.. Thi. proved it haa 
understood it. poaition and ected upon people'a de.ire. r.ther th.n to carry 
out the order. of the di.trict and proviDce .overmaent •• 
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A .al. r •• pondent. a landlori. 55. l.t know that people in the 
villa •• have a Ir.at d •• ire to b. h.lp" to COD' tract .a.a brid ••• to .. ka the 
ca.manication .a.i.r and to abort accid.nt for th.ir children who ... t ,0 
everyday to .chool. Their d •• ir. wa' forwari.d by the vill ... council to the 
loven.ent of hilher l.vel • lonl UM '10. but up to DOW. th.y have rec.ived 
no an ... r. 

d. Ar ...... r. in the council c .... l. to carry out th.ir d.ty? 

Th. fair .ex 'oeeapi ••• bont a half of the ..-ber. in the council 
(3 out of 8) .nd b.can.e of that th.ir co.patancy i. not .... 1 ..... ci.lly 
when WOBID have only been .lect" to .,-boli.. the ~ ... tion of .... 1 ri.ht. 
b.tween .an and wo.en rath.r than to carry out activiti •• of the council. 
Ap.rt fro. the cOUDcil .tandin. c~itt .. chair.an and daputy ch.ir.an end the 
vill ... coaaitt .. chairaan who are capabl. dianitari ••• oth.r ..-ber. in the 
cOUDcil ar. not very co.petent. And it i. only the council chairaan and 
co.aitt •• chairaan who i. able to creat. a pre. tile a.ona the population. 

8. Th. Vill ... Adaini.trative eo..ttt .. 

a. low often doe. the vil1 ... ca.aitt ..... t? 

Th. vill ••• c~itt.e ... t. 6 ti ... a .onth. on the S. 10. t5. 20. 
25. 30 of the .onth. with the chair.an in the chair. to check op.ration. 
ca.pl.t" durin. the period prior to the ... tin.. to dr ...... rienc. and di.cu •• 
on weak and .trona pointe and to .ch ... l. a plen and proar- for future 
oper.tion •• 

b. Doe. the ca.aitt .. f .. l th.t it eetullI h •• J!O!!r encl authority 
encl doe. it DI. itt 

Th. vill ... ca.eitt .. ch.iraan l.t know that the ca.eitt .. repr •• ent. 
the population. "In JaY capacity II a ca.aitt .. cha1r.an. 1 ha ...... all JaY 
power to cl.velop h_l.t. and to .an ... the ad.ini.tration affair. in the villal.' 
1 ha .. propo." a ,roar- to build .ore .cbool •• to tran.f.r the vill ... office. 
to con. tract a .. t.rnity. to lay d_ a ,lan to clefand the vill ..... tc." 

c. Doe. the ca.aitt .. con.id.r it •• lf an !l!Dt of the vill ... or of 
the prlYinc./diatrict 1ave1? 

Th. vill ... ca.aiU .. chai_ let bow tbat hi. ca.eitt .. 11 an 
a.ent of the vill ... ancl i. not dapandent on the province end cli.trict lavel. 
aDd tb ••• two 1 ... 11 of .ova~t are only to h.l, and control the villa •• 
ca.eitt •• and have not riaht to int.rf.re with it. int.rnal .ffair •• 

cl. Are the ca.aitt .. .-b.r. c __ tent ancl well train"? 

AbOllt th1l ~ ... tion. the c~itt .. deputy cbai_ l.t bow althoulh 
th.y are not .. ry co.patant • .-Iter. i. the ca.aitt .. c .. carry out th.ir claily 
workl with vi.or. 

Th.y ha .. been call .. to attancl a trainina cour •• on vill ... 
a"inlltraUon and !levoluUon.ry h .. l....-nt. OJIID" for 15 day. at the provinc. 
h.ad~art.r •• 
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e. S .... ry d •• cription of activit i •• of the comaitte ...... r.: 

1. Th. coaeittee chairaan: 

To .. ke known and carry oat ord.rs of the ,ov.rnMDt 
To .. ke report on wh.t ha. happ.ned in the villa,. to the 

di.trict and provinc. chi.f. 
To c.rtify adaini.trative peper. 
To .an.ge the village coaeitt.e and a.sume responsibility of 

the committe. b.for. the vill.,e council 
To represent the villa,. bafore the gov.rn.ent of hi,h.r 

level and before the law 
To .ian on order a of rec.ipt and .xp.n.e of the villa,. bad,et 
To •• ttle quarrel. end diaput.. in the vill .. e 

2. Th. d.puty chairman: 

To repre •• nt the chair.en when the latt.r i. ab.ent 
In the capacity of ..-b.r in char,e of Pinance, to be r •• ponaible 

for th. aanaae.ent of th. village prop.rty, for the queation of budg.t, tax 
and .upply, etc. 

3. Th • .-b.r in chus. of .endtl: 

To be respon.ible for th. question of •• curity, public order, 
administrative and judici.l. poliee, atlitary •• rvice and .ilitary _ttera. 

4. The ~er in chuse of propasanda: 

Thi. ...oer 1. r •• pon.ibl. for the or.ani.ation of p.opl. into 
group., oqeniaation., lifol'Blation, Oti_ lIoi, propa,anda-to-peopl., youth and 
po.tal affair. 

5. The ~r in chag:. of yrinltur.: 

This .-ber 1s r •• ponsibl. for the or.ani.ation of p.ople into 
group. on land r.fol'Bl and .. riculture, an' ia cooper.tion with the _bar in 
charg. of Pinanc., h. man •••• the villa.e public land and ric. fi.lds. 

6. Th."'Oer in chag:. of .ocial welfare: 

•• i. r •• ponsible for nltural, educational, aocial .ffaira, 
construction, labor and public h.alth. 

7. The principal aecretary: 

To aana •• the vill .. e offic. 
·To b. respoa~lbl. for the ~ue8tion of .en.ral adaini.tration 
To keep the .eal and b_k of th. villas. _qet 
To .ssume the function of treasur.r if n.c •••• ry 

9 



f. h tho villy. chi.f a true 1 .... r ia tho vU1y.? 

~, tho 130 re~at., 125 1.t kDaw tho vil1 ... chi.f i. 
worthy to ,000n tho villa, •• 

A f ... 1.re.po. ... t, tr..... Ta, 39, 1.t kDaw tho caaaitt .. 
chair.eD i. a C.tho1ic .ith aa .. ti-c ..... i.t .pirit. A1thauah he i. DOt .. 11-
•• acatad, h. i. i.,arti.1 •• traiaht ..... rvi •• ~l .... b ...... of that h. i. 
b.l .... by peopl.. ..c .... h. ha. jaat talrea offico for • __ th.. ..t .. y 
oatat .. 41D1 wark h •• b •• a· acc ... U.h .. b.t with hla virt ... h. ia .. riton ... 
b.iD, the vi11 ... chi.f. 

'.t th.re .re 5 n.,ODd .. ta _0 l.t kDaw the vill ... chi.f ••• 
OPPOiDtad by tho di.tri.t chi.f ..... ft.r all. h .... t b ... ia.t~t of 
the 1.tt.r. 

A .. 1. n .... '-at, .. offici.1. '9. l.t kDaw ~.t " .01di.r. 
tr.u1ad the .... lati... '!bey .... 1 ... they .t.l. th.ir poaltry .... ryoa. _. 
·.fraid of th_ ... d.n4 Dot eriticia. th_ • 

••• erdiDl t. tho ..... cre.. the .i.trict chi.f h •• ao naht to 
......... y fra. the vil1 ... ' .... t ~t tho vi11 .... 1_y. h .. to cOYer ..,.. ••• 
of the di.triet .0 ..cb th.t tho viii... co.aitt .. h.. ao _.y to bay p.r.ffia 
1.., ... 1.., oil to liaht the poet ... vi1l ... offico ... to rep.ir the vil1.,e 
office !amiten. It _.t •• k _ey fra. tho di.triet. 

•. ..tweD the _U chai_ ... the c_itt .. ch.ir.ea. _0 i • 
.. re iaf1 ... ti.l, 

lIoat of the napoa'-ata 1.t IIaaw th.t they both .n iaft_tiel, 
bat to ..... c .... ri.on. the .... cil ch.i_ i • .on iaf1_ti.1 th .. tho 
caaaitt.. ch.i_. 

A .. 1. re.,... .. t, f.~r. 50. l.t kDo. tho c_cU chair.ea i •• 
r.tired Aray •• r,. .. t ... jor .. d tho l •• t ye.r h. ••• tho vil1... d.,.ty 
chai_. PoUt., •• ri ...... n.Gareef.l. h. ia reapect" and b.l .... by 
,..,1.. la c .... ri ... with tho caaaitt .. ch.ir.ea. h. i ... n iaf1anti.l, 
..... i.lly with ol .. r ,..,1 ............ h. h •• ban warkla. for. 1081 ti .. . 
h. i ... n aaperi ........ baa • wi"r ae ... i ...... . 

9. '!b. lIaal.t atiar. 

•• W.re the h •• t chi.f. fnab elect .. ? 

130 re.,... .. ta l.t kDo. th.t th. popal.tioa .. n fna to .lect 
the h_l.t chiaf •• bat hen. b.c ••••• f tho YC pn ... re. fo. peopl. d.red to 
raB for tho .1.ctiOD. 

A .. 1. n ........ t. f.~r. 40. 1.t kDo. th.t th.re •••• l.ctio. 
bat bac .... ia ..... h_1.t then .. n j.n 2,..,1. who r .. for tho e1aetio., 
,eopl. did aot h .... n.1 choic.. Th .... _0 .. t tho job tho .ec .. d blah.at 
b.1lot •••• 1.ct" • .,.ty h .. l.t chi.f; the .1 •• tioa w •• oa1y • w.y to 
r ... l.ri •• th.ir ,..iti .... 
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b. Row .. ny c.ndid.tes r.n for hamlet chi.f.? 

There were 10 people (9 •• 1. - 1 f ... le) runninl for the election 
in 5 hamletl. 

c. Is the h .. let chief a true leader .nd influential man? 

All the 130 respondents l.t know that people who d.red to run for 
the election were men who h.ve .n .nti-ca.muni.t .pirit. Froa the d.y they 
took offic., not .ny out.t.ndinl work h •• bean .ccoapli.hed, but, len.rally 
Ipe.kinl, they .11 .re rel.tively influ.nti.l. 

d. Do people support the h.-l.t chi.fs? 

Mo.t of tha re.pondent. l.t know that hamlet chiefs .ra ra.idents 
in the villale. Th.r.for., th.y .r. th.ir fri.nds .nd are .upported. 

•• Row well-tr.ined .r. the h .. l.t chiefs? 

All the 5 h .. let chi.f. let know they have .ttended • lS d.y 
tr.ininl cour.e opened .t the provinc. h.edqu.rter. on d.cr •• to reorl.nize 
the vill.le/h .. l.t adaini.tr.tion. 

f. Do the haal.t chief. po ....... ch .uthority .ad provide l •• der.hip 
on proar ... or do th.y .i.,ly f •• l th.y .r. the .ra of hi,h.r level of aov.~t? 

117 re.pond.at. l.t know th.t the h .. l.t chi.f •• r. coapetant to 
work, th.y .11 h .... n .ati-ca..ani.t .pirit .ad sprinl froa f.r.ers faaili •• , 
they kaow how to help p.ople. 

A .. 1. respondeat, f.r.er, 40, •• id: "Althouab they .re not well­
.duc.ted or cap.ble, h .. let cbief •• re prectic.l end livinl in clo.e rel.tion 
with the popul.tion, they know how to .truille for .nd protect the people'l 
rilht •• nd intere.t •• " 

9 re.pondent. l.t know thlt hamlet chief. have be.n .ppointed by 
the di.trict chi.f to run for the .l.ction. Mo.t of th .. Ir. incoapetant; th.y 
h.ve no initi.ti .. to work and c.n b • .ore or 1 ••• dir.ct.d by the di.trict 
lov.~nt. 

I. WhIt do the haml.t chi.f. doT 

Th.y c.rry out res-l.tion., 10varn8lnt polici •• end order. of 
.daini.tretiy. hiah.r ley.l. in the 10cIl er.l, tlka clr. of •• cerity Ind 
public ord.r in th.ir haml.t., aenll. the haml.t bo.rd of edaini.trltion, •• ke 
r.port on the aeu.rll .itultion of the h .. let to the vill ... coaaitte., certify 
.daini.tretion ,ap.r •• nd h.l, the vill ... coaaitte. to coll.ct tax ••• 
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10. Ceneral 

a. Who pal. the.e local official.? 

In principle, .. OIlS vii lase. whoae budset exceed a 500,OOO$VM, 
the villase .uat iaaue mOlley to cover 1/3 of the .alary of tha villase official •• 
The remainins 2/3 of .alary will be defrayed by the national budset. 

At Xuan Dons vii lase, beca.ae the budset ia too poor, .alary of 
vi11asa official a are defrayed entirely by the natiOlla1 budset. Salary ia 
paid at the end of .oath by a check of the province. Sa.eona will So to ca.h 
thia check to pay aalary to vi11asa and h .. let offici ala. 

b. Are theI paid OIl ti .. ? 

Generally, they are not paid on ti... Until the 20 Oct 67, thay 
did not receive their pay for Sapta.ber. 

c. Salary of villa,e and h .. let officiala: 

Coaaitt .. chairean 
Coaaittee de,.ty chairean 
COBaittee meabera and h .. let 
chler-

A •• iatant h .. let chief 

11. TrainiD,l 

4230$ 
3840$ 

3450$ 
3190$ 

a. Are local ,ovarn.ant official. trained to carry out their 
activitiea ODce they ha .. b ... elected? 

The followins officiala ha .. been trained to carry out their 
activltiea: the council chalr.an, deputy chalraan and seneral aecretary; the 
coaaitt .. chalraan, ... bera In charse of Security, Social Welfare, Propasaoda 
end Asriculture; the h .. let chief. of Tan Blnh, Tan Thanh, Tan Minh and 
Tan Thuen. 

b. Row loy end In what aubjecta ha .. they been trained? 

MeaIIera in the villase coaaittee aad h .. let chiefa have attended 
a IS-day traiaiDl caurae: 

Subject.: Mathai of lIIidinS, way of vorkins, attitude and .aral., 
and RD policy. 

Meabera in the villase council have attended a 7-day cour.e: 

Subjecta: RD policy and 3 dutie. of council.en; cOIItrol, advice 
and deliberation. 

c. 1. the trainins effective in preparins them for their 'ob? 

About thia queatiOll, the coaaitte. chairman aod hamlet chief. of 
Tan Minh and Tan Thuan let know that the train inS i. only eff.ctive about .oX 
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in preparing them for their job; mo.t of official. elected frOD the recent 
election are not well-educated and are not equal to follow the course which 
is too stre.sed in theory and they have no time to diacus. and bring up their 
trouble. to be 801ved. Owing to thst the training is not very u8eful to them. 

12. Finance and the Villase Budget 

a. Financi.l year 1966: 

Receipts: 
Expenditures: 

Balance 
Money deposited at the province 

treasury: 
Money kept .t the village budget: 

b. Financi.l y.ar 1967: 

Balance brought fro. FY66 
(kept in village budget): 

Balance from FY66 in province 
tr.a.ury: 

Land Tax: 
Cowd.n T.x: 
Licen •• Tax: 
S...,an Tax: 
Buffalo., Ox Tax: 
Public rice field. Tax: 
Slaughter hou.e Tax: 
Perry duti.s: 
Money contributed by the province to 

pay .alary of village and h.-let 
officiah: 

Wat.r producta: 
Certific.tion of .d.ini.trative 
papers: 

MisceUan.ou. : 
TOTAL: 

It ... of .xp.n.e.: 

Salary and travelling expense. of 
council.en snd ca.aitt .... n: 

Allowanc. for radio op.rator: 
Laap-oil and writing .at.rial.: 
Maintenance, repairing: 
Cer_ies: 
Pumiture: 

115,645.54$ 
-115,163.00$ 

582.54$ 

-232.74$ 
349.80$ 

349.80$ 

232.74$ 
772.42$ 

4,305.27$ 
332.00$ 
292.00$ 
135.00$ 

4,000.00$ 
4,050.00$ 

36,600.00$ 

214,636.00$ 
12,870.00$ 

17 ,000.00$ 
4.000.00$ 

299,575.00$ 

228,502.00$ 
4,000.00$ 
8,092.00$ 
5,090.00$ 
1,300.00$ 

Contribution to the Can Son and di.trict: 
400.00$ 

30,500.00$ 
l2,292.00$ 
3.250.00$ 

293,426.00$ 

Contingent expen.e.: 
Salary of road-aender: 

TOTAL: 

B.lance to date of FY 1967: 6,149.00$ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Con'idering the total receipt. and expen.e. of the Xuan Don. 
village bud.et, people reaark that it i. too poor in compari.on .ith that 
of other villa.e •• 

Th.oretically, at the end of Oct 67, the villa •• hal r.c.iv.d 
299,575.23$ but in reality, not countin. the .um of 214,636.00$ contribut.d 
by the national budget, it hal only r.c.ived: 84,939.23$. 

It i. all the .... for the expen.... In theory, the vi11a.e ha. 
'p.nt 293,426.00$ but in ·reality, it hal only .p.nt 78,790.00$. And if we do 
not count the .us of 30,300.00$ u.ed to contribut. to the Can Son and di.trict, 
it hal only r.a11y .p.nt: 48,490.00$. With a '0 poor bud •• t with the r.c.ipt. 
of 84,939.00$ and .xpen.ea of 48,490.00$, the vi1l.g. authoriti •• will n.v.r 
be able to accompli.h any proj.ct, how u.efu1 it can be, to develop their 
villag •• 

c. Oth.r .ourc •• of fund. in the vill.,e: A.id. froa taxe., NON!. 

d. Do the p.ople f.el that th.y muat pay too much in taxa.? 

121 re.pondant. l.t know that the rate of taze. th.y have to pay 
i. r ••• on.bl.. 9 r •• pondent. conlider it .1i.ht. 

A .. le re.poadent, far.er, 54, l.t know th.t her. the .overaeent 
like. the popu1.tion rather than di.1ike. th... When it do •• everythina, or 
when it 1evie. tax." it al.ay •• tickl to people'. int.reat.. Beaide. the 
fact they mu.t pay taxe. to the gove~t, the population mu.t have .a.ething 
l.ft to keep th .... 1ve. and th.ir f .. ili... It i. not the .... in c~i.t 
controlled ar.a. where peop1. mu.t .t.p by .tep .e11 their prop.rty to pay taxe. 
to the Ye. 

A .. le r •• pondent, faraer, 41, let know that tax i. not h.avy 
when for an h.ctar. of fir.t c1a •• rice fi.1d th.yhav. only to pay 110$ a. 
tax and for an hectar. of gard.n th.y have only to pay 285$. Thi. tax rat. 
cannot b. ca.pared with that in c~i.t controlled ar.a where the population 
ar. burd.n.d with tax ••• 

e. If the vi11a.e euthoritie. had .a.e .ore fund •• for ex..,le 
200,000$, how would th.y choo.e to .pend th .. ? If the people th .... 1ve. could 
d.cid •• how would they want edditiona1 fund •• pent? 

If th.re were an additional fund, p.op1e in Xuan Dona vi11a.e 
would .pend it to build 5 brid ••• in f.rro-concr.te; a. explained praviou.ly 
b.fore; to repair the ca.aunal hou.e and cathedral; to tran.fer the villa •• 
offic. to have place to build a .at.rnity; to buy fertili.er. and in •• cticide.; 
and to repair the roed be for. the cathedral which i. in connection with the 
provincial Rout. #24. 

Concurrently .peaking, the vi11 •• e euthoritie. would al.o like to 
.p.nd .oney for work. of coaaon intera.t the population ara longin. for. 
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13. Ob.ervation. 

a. Situation: 

Xuan Dong village 18 about 3b ..,ay frOla Cho Geo dietrict town. 
In the front, it ia li.itad by the provincial route #24 and at the back by 
Hoa Dinh, an inaecare village and a departure point of the VC to hareaa the 
two haulet. of Tan Hoa and An Lac Truong. The Village apreada on an area of 
4km in length frOla Tan Roa to Tau Thanh h .. let and about 3 b in vidth frOla 
Tan Long to An Loc Truong"haulet. Traveraed by a network of arroyoa, canal. 
and Ky Hon River which glide. until Cho Gao diatrict town and poura ita vater 
into the Mekong River. Ca.municationa by boat in the village have been very 
e .. y. 

b. Peop1e'a .tandpoint: 

About 601 of the population ia the village ere Catho1ica. They 
all have an anti-ca..uniat apirit but living under a preaaure of the enemy 
~oming frOla neighboring vi11 .. ea, they auat live in a paaaive aituation. 

c. Peop1e'a 1ivin, aty1e: 

Mo.t of people in the village are living on agricultural and 
gardening although rice fie1da are fev, they ere very fertile. People have 
uaua11y grown 3 cropa in a year. Beaide., they can earn more by planting 
fruit tree. and breeding poultry. 

According to the population, their production can aupport th .. 
aufficient1y but, becau.e of inaecure aituatian, they are obliged to pay taxe. 
to the VC, and becauae of that about '51 of th .. are living in vant. 

d. Capability of the vi11a,e authoritie.: 

Generally a .. aking, vi1l .. e authoritiea are beloved and aupported 
by people. They are all re.idanta of the local area. Raving baen working 
for a lang ti .. , they are experienced and equal to their function to aerve the 
population. 

14. Propo .. la 

To help the population to iaprova their living conditiona, we propoae 
the population be helped to real i.e their conatruction and repairing project. 
mentioned above. 

28 October 1967 
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