
017418· 

occidental concGption has beon organLed rola1,ivoly lat" in 

Viet.nrun: the 3choo1 0 .• .' l·iedicinc ....... as founded in .·~anoi in 1905 

and i 1:, was only 12 years la"cer that the Sc11000l of La;! 2nd •• d-

minis'i:.ration was created al.so j.n i-iaj.1oi. ~'he purpose of ~JhG 

latter 6'. .~, according to O:r(icr (i::d:.oa Octooer 15, 19lr
/ , or;. 

_"tninis "I;ra ti ve ::'ervice or in the local :1andarc nate. :::;10 lovB}. 

of -the school therefor's could :wt be cOD.siacred as aT! <It.t .. '1in-

It has to wait 1111til theru youths holdiDg the 

Junior High ~chool Gra.duation Certii.~icate ir .. order to I·epld.c~.~ 

tno above ..:1(.. 

IndocLinesG ~-;::.. ,,'-..J.c Studies. This n6W school o::~l:.' aCn:j~ ("-,,0.:1 o..1:."L-

tendance. Its level was higher of course but i ts cUC"~·ic"iU::. 

was still "not essentially law study" as tha"c 01' a ~'T',onc:", 
of 

~aculty/Law in those days. 

in Vietnam. only wd.th the creation c ... · ':':,~·lB Superior School of LaW 



'.; . 

11, 1931, star'ced fWlCtioning only in 1933 in ,lanoi. iet it 

could not be considered as a iacu1ty of Lm, since it only 

included the 3 year curricullli~ of the License and had no Doc-

'wrate Division, alth01lgh Order ,: ,oed July 21, 1935 hQ3 crshted 

a Fourth Year Course f'Jr the Certificate of Indochinese Judicial 

Studies. Sy Order dat<,d 11<:.y 30, :,)39 this fourth Year COtn'SO 

has changed '1;.0 bocome the l::ichool of j,dministrl;ltion, a proparatory 

CElnt()l' for the exru,linacions fox' adlilis~ion in "di~il1istl:'a'\;:lon Il,na 

Judioil Services. 

It was only in 1941 that the Juperior l::ichool of Luw \;I].S 

transformed into a Faculty of Law by the crea tio;) of the ;)i v-

is ion of Doc't<Jrate of Law comprising I]. GourDo of Superior 

Sl;udies of Private Law and I]. Course of Superior ;,tudiea of 

l!;coborny. 

j~S of the year of great political events of 1945- the number 

of its students amou.'1ted ,'t<J 500 approximately. "bout 20 or :30 

students 'Were awarded the Licentiate1s Dagree each ye::..r. Tho 

total numool" of Licentiates of Law in ~-la.:aoi as of ~Yrarch 1945 \01[' .. 3 

260, in which there were 220 Via'"namese. 

Later, the i'aculty of Law wus transfel'rod to Saigon in t.~ 

beginning of 1947. In November 1948, it was re-established ill 

Hanoi, axis ting simultaneously with the ~a.igon ~-'flcul ty, ano '(-,her 
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training center for the License of La". 

After the Geneva Agreement, the }'aculty of La .. and other 

faculties in Hanoi had t.o De transferred definitely t.o Joutb. 

Vietnam. 

In the fo11owinL; year, .. ith t.il," "'gre81neat of ;,by 11, 1955 

't.i10 French Government ret.ul·~\';cl -(:ina Control of Higher &uca= 

tion to the llietnamese Gov(lrrl!i)Qllt. It mClY be said that. Hence­

forth LilY! ~u@uLilill in V,h""rltlln hi1<J tlxp[md.ud nii,:l,;Jly. 

Number of student.s in t.he initial '.lear, including 

those of the Bro~'iciency-in-La,,' Division created previously in 

1948-49: 764. Jill of 1966-67 academic year, the Proficiency L~ 

Law Division having been abolished, this nUillber ,ras 8666. 

Number of Licentiates of Law in that 12 year 

period: 1261. 

Number of students awarded a certificate of Superior 

Studies: 115. 

Number of Doctors of La .. : 11. 

Those data concern the Faculty of Law of Suigon 

exolusively. 

with a vie .. to avoidinG the concentra"Gion ill ':>/li,;on 

of all s t.uden ts in the country, 'Ghe tacul ty of L,n, of UU(- ,,,;G 

created 10 years ago by Decree of March 1, 1957 and a th:Lrd 

~'acul ty of La .. has been founded in Cantho (Phong Dinh) this 

very year. 
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1. LIC)<;llS;'; DIVISIQli. 

Before the transfer of the Higher iliucation Control 

to the Vietnamese Government, the 3 year curriculum of the 

licence of Law WaS fully taught in accordance ,lith the cur­

riculum of a "rench faculty of Law, with no change, includi,lg 

even the History of French Luw and the ,(Oman Law. In 1937 

a new subject on Judicial Institutions of the ilar-eas'~ was 

added to the curricululll, but it was merely an optional uub·· 

j""l'. 0f minor importance. In those days, of course, the 

treaching and examinations were neoessarily conducted tiLrough 

the French language. 

Since the taking in charge of Hs Higher 'Education 

System by the Government of Vietnam, 'the curricululll of the 

Faculty of law has been nationalized and Vietnamege has 

" been used as the vehicle language throughout the License 

Division after a transitional period with a Vietnfuue88 

Language Section and a French 1al1o"Uagc. ..,ection for those 

students following the ~'rench curriculuru. 'l;-.is' transitional 

period has ended with the academic year 1956-1957. 

However, the new curriculum, with its necessary ref o 1111S 

made according to special requirements of the COlli'1'Gry, coos 

not much differ from the old one in the al'rangment and 1'8-

partl tion of main subjects among the 3 years of t;'le License 



Division. 

Recently, in order to give the Vietnamese Licentiate 

a more solid background of lat'1, tne period of stUG:' at the 

Faculty of Law has been extended from 3 to 4 years. In 

fact, it has been r·,.> .. ~:.zed that "S"U;.cl'03ING" the curriculum 

into a short period of 3 years did not allow either a deep 

study of the many imp,n'tant questions in the maia subjects 

of law, or the taachl.ng of adClhional neaetH:lUl'Y ~ubj oatil, 

especially on tlociolc,gy and International ?oli tics. 

Furthermore, it has been realized that an equal repartition 

of teaching time to <,ach series of subjects is also neces-

sary. 

Tod8:.' :':ne of s t.uci~ .~0cated to the three series 

of subjects are as follows: 

_ Private Law S8ries ••••••• 16 half-year Courses 

~conomics Series ••.••.•••• 16 

- Politics Series •..•••••.•• 16 

II 

II 

That makes in all 48 half-year courses in 4 years of 

study of 12 half-year courses each, one half-year course 

comprising from 35 to 40 of theory and 5 hours of practice 

and seminar, or a total of 500 school-hours in 32 weeks 

of study per year (20 .aeks boing for holidays and SUJnmor 

vacation). So the student has to work 15 hours" 'week or 
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be consid\3red as a fairly com;j,u'oc one. 

Thi~ 4 year programme has been applied since the 

1965-1966 academic year for the FIllST YEAR and the Sl!:Ci'EiD 

. YEAR of the Licence Division. 1,6 to the THIRD YEAR of t;~is 

Divisions the old programrue is still applied. Today "h.i.le 

a"aiting the FOURTH YEAR of the Licence Division to be 

opened in next academic year, the subjects taught in tho 3 

years of the Licenc~ Division are: 

- Civil Law •.••••••••••••••••.•• Full year coursc 

- History of Law ••••.•.•••.•••• -id-

Interna tiopal Public Law ••••• -id-
. ; 

Economics .•••......••••.••••. -id-

- Constitutional Law ........... -id-

The above five subjects are taught in 'l;he Vietnamese 

language. Two subjoc'GS for ,~ompu1sory wri·~ten examinations' 

shall be selected from them by drawing lOGS. 

- Legal terminology •••••••••.•••. Half-year course 

- ~onomic terminology •••.••.•... -id-

The above 2 subjects are for oral tests only • 
.,.., 

~ ... -' . 

" 
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SECOND YEAR OF LICENCE 

Ci viI I.a. 'W •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Administrative Law . , .......... . 
Criminal :La.. w •••••.••••••.•••.•• 

Economics •••••••••••••••••••••• 

FiIla.nce ••••.•••••.••..••••••.•• 

International relations •.••••••• 

(newly added subject) 

Full year course 

-id-

-dd-

-id-

-io.-

(half-year in the old regim) 

Half year course 

The above 6 subjects are taught in Vietnamese. Two 

subj ects for compulsory written exsmi DR tions shall be ,9,," 

lected from .hem by drawing lots. 

Legal terminology ••••••.•••••• 

~onomic terminology •••••••••• 

Half year course 

-id-

The above 2 subjects are for oral tests only. 

THIRD YEAR O~' LICEi~CE 

- Civil I.a.w •••••••••••••••••••••• Full year course 

Commercial Law ••.••••••••••.•.• -id-

ilionomi os •...•••••••••••••••••• -id-

Boanomy of Vietnam ••••••••••••• -id-

• 
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- History of Political Doctrines ••••• 

- International Private Law •••••••••• 

- Civil Procedure ••••••••••••••••••••• 

- Repartition of Incomes ••••••••••••• 

(newly added subject) 

.. 

Half year course 

-id-

-id-

-id-

Two subjects for written examinations shall be selected 

from among the above 7b subjects by drawing lots. Besides 

these 7 shbjects, the candidate undergoing oral examinations 

shall select 1 of the 4 following optional subjects: 

- Technology of the Budget •••••••••• 

- Insurance I.aw ••••••••••••••••••••• 

- Banking Dpeaations •••••••••••••••• 

- I.a. 'bo r I,a. w ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Half year course 

-id-

-id-

-id-

Oral examinations include 2 more subjects: 

- EConomic Terminology •••••••••••• 

- Political Terminology ••••••••••• 

Half year course 

-id-

Oral examjnations at the end of THIRD YEAR compirse 

2 separate tests. The candidate has topass both of them-:" 

successfully in order to be awarded the Licentia1;e's Degree. 

In addition to that theory part, the Licence Division 

comprises also a prac,tice part enabling the student to fami­

liarize with the research work and the application of legal 

principles to various cases, oonducted under the direct 

----- ,- -,_ .. 

• 
• 

""" 

-_ .. ,.,., .. "~I 
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guidance of a professor. Thus the teaching steff has an 

opportunity to get closer contact vith students. In this 

practical training, the Faculty has applied to lawye~s 

and judges for cooperation in order to give the student 

the experience of their oooupation of everyday life. 

The organization of thie practical training is 

elastic so that students may attend according to their 

personal convenience, though they are full-time students 

or part-time students vho may be civil servants, employees 

of private firms or servicemen. For the purpose, training 

sessions are divided among various groups vorking in office­

hour sessions, non office hours sessions at the end of each 

academic year. 

II. THE BAR PRE-ADMISSION TRAINIl<G DIVISION. 

Within the scope and purpose of the above practical 

training, it should be mentioned the Bar Pre-Admission Train­

ing Division the organization of which has been entrusted to 

the Faculty'of Law b,y the Legislator. 

Act No. 1/62 dated January 8, 1962, provising for 

Lawyer Status, has instituted the Certificate of ~alification 

for the Bar required of all probetion-lawyers. 

The training for this certificate inCludes a one-year 

curriculum vi th courses on lawyer i'unctlons, practicing rules 

• 
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and professional ethics, and lectures and practice on civil, 

criminal and administrative procedures. The teaching staff 

is composed of 2 Lav Faculty professors, 2 judges of the 

Court of appeal and 2 lavyers, thus emphasizing on its prac­

tice specialized naturp and realizing the desire of the drafter 

of the program vho vants this Division to be "a bridge leading 

the student from the University to the Court." 

This system is good in principle and has helped many 

bar-qualified licentiates by making them less embarrased at 

the beginning of their probationary period. 

In fact, hovever, the system constitutes a barrier to 

the progress of the young licentiate inclined to the Bar and 

vho vishes to learn a profession and earn a living at the 

same time. It is perhaps in compensation for that dravback 

that the same Act No. 1/62 has provided the abolition of the 

Graduation Examination, thus alloying the probation lavyer to 

automatically become atitular lavyer after ·the normal proba­

tionary period of 3 years or after .~ years in case of exten­

sion of the probationary period due to insufficient assiduity 

and negligenCE;. 

Therefore, studenta and the Bar Association vish ·the 

return of the old probation regim according to vhich the 

Licentiate may immediately become a probation lavyer, counting 

--- --.-,--.- ---,-"----

• 
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on his practice to train his qualifivations provided that 

these qualifications be certified qy the Graduation Jxami-

nation at the end of the 3 year probation period. This old 

probation regim has been re-estab1ished by Decree-Lav dated 

July 7, 1966, abolishing the Examination for the Certificate 

pf ..tualification for the liar, and the Bar Pre-Admission 

Training Division has been also abolished since the 1966-

1967 academic year. 

III. THE SUPUlIOR STUDIES DIVISION • 

. This Division has courses of study for 3 Certificates 

on Private Iav, Public Lav and Economics. To emphasize on 

the specialization of this Division &he old regim has been 

abolished vhich required the student to have 2 out of the 3 

Certificates of Superior Studies, each certificate requiring 

one year of study, before the presentation of his thesis for 

the Doctorate of Lav. Starting from 1957-1958 academic 

year, the students of this Division has to select at the 

time of their matriculation one of these 3 subjec·ts, each 

vHh 2 grades, to study for 2 years. 

The subjects nov taught at this Division are: 

I. SUPEICOR STUDIES OF PRIVATE LX,oj. 

a. JUNIOR GRADE 
- Civil Lav (General and thorough study). 

~--------... ,' 
• 

• 
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Commercial Law (thorough study). 

Criminal Law (general and special). 

International private la". 

Optional subjects: 

j,dminis tra ti ve procedure. 

- Americal Jurisprudence, tsught in English. 

b. SENIOR GRADE 

Civil Law 

Commercial Law 

Crdllninal Law 

Ci vil liability 

Civil procedure 

.i..I.. - SlJ?;~".I01{ STUDBS OF ?Ui3LIC L.~-.~ 

a. JUiUOR GlU,DE 

Detailed administrative Law. 

Detailed Constitutional Law. 

Doctrine of International public law. 

~estion of liaLllity in Civil Law. 

, 

- Foreign political and administrative doctrines. 

b. SEiHOR GRADE 

Detailed International public law. 

History of political doctrines. 

International political matters. 

- Administrative and civic science • 
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OPTI01~AL SUBJECTS: 

- Politics 

13 

International organizations 

III - SUP "HIDH STUDIl<:S OF ECONOHY 

a. JUl~IOR GRADE: 

Detailed economics 

- Hatnematics for economists 

,ia tional Book-keeping 

-. History of economical doctrines 

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS: 

Rural econo~ 

Demography 

b. 32.UOR GRhllE: 

:b:conomic theory 

Statistics 

.wonomic and financial problems 

Honey and banks 

Corporate fmnance 

OPTIDN"L SUBJ;oCTS: 

Economic indsutry 

Economic geography 

§ 1: !.':. !:! Q\:i B: Q 

-;::: --

, 

while turning out Licentiate of Law under the French cur­

riculum and through the French language, the Faculty of Law of 

• 
• 
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was considered a section of the Univeristy of Paris and all 

diplomas were conferred by the same University. Therefore, the 

standard of these diplomas were the standard of a French one. 

After the school becomes the Vietnamese Faculty of Law, 

this standard remains unchaged for its teaching staff is com-

posed of professors wholding their "Agregation" awarded in 

Franch or their Doctorates mostly obtained in "'rancEl, who have 

attended many International Conventions on UnLersity Law Edu-

cation. As far as uhe students are concerned their curriculum 

is most complete and their selection for passing from one class 

to a higher one is very strict, as shown in the comparative list 

as followe: 

, 

"'''''m'''''"'-:" ,-",:' ,. 



* * * * {, * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
---.•. ----
L?55-56 : 1956-57 1957-58: 1958-59: 1959-60 : 1960-61 : 1961-62 : 1962-63 : 1963-64 1964-65: 1965-66 

: : I 

: 
0/6 2/5 3/18 4/15 4/25 6/45 7/L,0 1?/35 4/33 6/41, 3/41 

--~--~-~~--~~-~:~~-~~-~--~-~~--~~----~--~-------. . 
)/15 3/23 12/46 n/51 6/59 7/29 5/27 7/37 10/52 8/76 10/123 
~--~--~--,-~---,-----,------~:------~-----,-- .-;------,-~---,-------------

)/35 2/26 3/22 6/28 5/28 8/44 4/44 7/46 8/59 13/99. 15/H2 __ ~ __ ~_ .~~~ __ ~ __ ~ __ ~~ ____ ~~~ ___ ~ __ ~~4-~~ __ ~~~ __ ~~~__ ,~ __ ~ ________ __ 

. . 
L46/482 103/699 n6/632 :ih83/907 :170/1365 :262/11',0 :276/iL825 :37~/~,035 :359/3015 401/2831: 455/~285 

61/104 58/180 86/217 92/221 70/279 95/358 :188/485 :132/486 :171/700 328/730 262/764 

69/1~~. 68/128 : 89/134 : 87/135 :103/229 :136/253 ?07/323 273/L;.I,0 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ • * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Therefore, the French Government has officially recognized 

the Licence of Law conferred by Vietnamese Faculties to be 

equivalent to the French Licence of Law for attendance at a 

division of Doctorate of Law (B. O. E. N. Oct. 12, 1963, pags 

24$1). 

'The faculty of Law of Saigon has a bright prospect to 

enter into relation and to progress along side, with Law 

Universities of other countries, for it does not apply the 

"Glosed Door Policy". With open arms it will welcome prof­

essors from other coun·~ries willing to assist, in order for 

its students to gather new opinions on ::.aw, :i:conomy, and 

Politics, from friendly universities. 

Last yea:r, the Faculty enjoyed the assistance of 3 ,"11S­
rical Professors and one French Professor at the Doctorate 

DiVision, one in Private Law and the 3 others in Public Lau. 

xxxx 

xxxx xx:xxx 
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