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THE 1'EACHINGS OF PRESIDEN'l' HO FOREVEI, ILLUIlIllA'i.'E 'l'HE COuRSE 
OF THE DEVELOPHEN'I' OF OUR PAR'l.'Y 

L-A number of observations recorded by Le Due :C:inh after 
reading President Ho' s "Party Development" l'lhieh Has 
published by Su That Publishing House in 19'?0; lianoi, Eoc 'l'an" 
Vietnamese, No 5, Nay 1972, pp 18-29J 

President Ho founded and trained our party, the vanCllaI'd 
uni t of the Vietnam Hor],ing class and the leader of our 
nation's liberation. \-lhen he passed a1'/ay, Preside':1t Ho 
left our people l1i th the factors of victory of the revolutiOll 
~Ihich he established through many efforts and nurtured 
throughout his life. Under the effect of these factors, the 
most basic of Hhich is the leadership of the vaYlGuard party, 
our country's revolution has recorded great achievenen,ts 
and our people have been and are continuinr; to Dove steacli 1:' 
alone the victorious course charted by him. 

In his search for a way to liberate the nation, Pl,esic1.ent 
Ho found Harxism-Leninism and, at an early elate, C&1e to the 
conclusion that "there is no other Hay to save the country 
and liberate the nation than by means of the nroletarian 
revolution."*(paGe 82) On this baSiS, he made every effort 
to study and spread iIarxism-Leninism in Ollr country's revolutionary 
movement and, at the same time, actively prepared the 
necessary organization and trained cadres to create the conditions 
needed for the establishment of a political party of tIle 

* All excerpts in this article, Hi tl1 the e):ception of those 
wi th separate footnotes, are from Ho Chi j,jinh' s "Party 
Development," Su 'l.'hat Publishinr: Iiouse, HanOi, 1.970. 
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Vietnam worldnr; class. In hi s 110rl, "'l'hc Hcvol11ti,onary Road," 
President Ho pointed out that the I"ost important thin:~ for 
insurinG the victory of the revolution is the establish~lent 
of a revolutionary poli tical party of the V/orldnr~ class 
founded on the theoretical basis of Harxism-Leninism: 

"Hhat is the first thing a revolution must have? 

Before everything else, there must be a revolutionary 
party within the country to mobilize and organize the masses 
and liaison with oppressed nations and the proletariat 
everywhere else. Only I'li th a seronr; party can the 
revolution achieve success just as a shin can only sail smoothly 
if it has a strong pilot. For the party to be strong, it 
must have a philosophy as its nucleus, a philosophy which 
everyone within the party adheres to and understands. 1'he 
party which does not have a philosophy is like a man who 
does not have intelligence or a ship without a compass. 

There are many theories aYld philosophies, however, 
the must legitimate, the strongest, ru,d the most revolutionary 
phi 10 sophy is Ienini sm. " (page 11) 

In early 1930, as a result of the preparations made 
by President Ho, our party was born. Hith the birth of the 
party, the history of Vietnam entered a new chapter and 
our country's revolution took several great leaps forward. 
As President Ho said: 

"Durinr; the several decades preceding the founding 
of the party, the situation was as blacl, as night. 

As soon as it I'TaS born, our party raised the flag 
of the revolution and united aYld led all of our people in 
a struggle to liberate the nation and the class. 'l'he red 
flag of the party is as brir-;ht as the newly ri,sen sun cuttinr; 
through the darkness and light inc: the \~ay \'Thich l'rill lead 
our people steadily to the victory of the anti-imperialist, 
aYlti-feudal revolution. "(par;e 102) 

The great victories recorded by the Vietnam revolution 
durinG more than the past four decades have been closely 
associated l1ith the clearsighted leadership of our party 
under the Guidance of President Ho. Haintaininc; and continuously 
strengthening the leadership role of the party has been a 
fundamental and decisive factor in each victory of the 
revol'ltion. In reviewing the lessons learned from the victories 
of the Vietnam revolution, President Ho emphasized the 
leadership role played by the party: "The Vietnam revolution 
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has progressed from victory to victory which proves that, 
in the ar,e of imperialism, the peonle of a small colo)2ial 
country can, under the leadership of the proletariat and 
its party 1'lith its broad base um01F: the masses, !lrimarily 
the peasants, by lUli tin" each strata of patriotic people 
in a lL'1ited front, and Hith the sympathy and support of the 
world revolutionary movement, primarily the powerful socialist 
camp, definitely win victory."(pace 84) 

In the present ar,e, only the \'lorJ~ing class, by means 
of its poli tical party, can lead the HorJ:int; people a'1d 
nation to total victory in the revolutionary str1J.ge;le to 
li berate the nation and builc. a new life. As soon as our 
party \'las born, it established itself as the political party 
of the Vietnam HorkinG class, one loyal to harxism-Leninism. 
Fully aware of the trend of developrJent of the aGe and on 
the basiS of a scientific analysis of the position of the 
various classes in the SOCiety of Vietnam, our party, 1'.'11ich 
confirmed the leadership role played by the worJdne; class in 
our country's revolutionary undel'taJdnG, criticized the 
mistaken tendency to underevaluate the role and revolutionary 
ability of the HorJ:inl; class and, on this baSiS, deny the 
working class nature of the party. President Ho said: "'J'o 
win victory, the revolution must be led by the ImrJdng class. 
Because, it is the most progressive, the most aware, the 
most determined, the most disciplined, and the most tiGhtly 
organized class. "(par;e 68) 

As a result of this historical role played by the 
working class, the poli tical party of the l-lOrJdng class is 
the most revolutionary political party and one which has the 
full status of a leader of all the people. 'therefore, 
President Ho emphasized: "Each revolutionary must deeply 
understand that our party is the most proGressive and tiGhtly 
organized corps of the working class and the leader of the 
l'IorJdng class and laborine: people." (page 71.) 

Confirming the vrorking class nature of tr.e pnrty is 
confirming that the party is loyal to narxisr.1-Leninism, the 
ideological sys tern of the Horldne; class, a'1d that its cadres 
and members always adhere to the stand of the Vlorking class 
and wholehearted struggle for the revolutionary ideals of the 
working class. President Ho said: "The revolutionary r.1US t 
be fully aHare of this and taj,e the stand of the Horl{il1.E': class 
as his Ol'm so that he can lfholeheartedly strurGle for 
socialism and communism, for the l'Iorldne; class and all laboring 
people. "(page 71.) 

President Ho emphasized the vIorldnG class nature of the 
party and, at the same time, always pOinted out that the party 
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must be intimately bOlUld up "Ii th the no.tion and be its 
representative. In the present ace, the stand of t11e ~/ol'kinr: 
class is the fullest expression of the flUldameni;al interests 
of all the people. Genuine patriots I'lho have a patriotic 
stand can accept Marxism-Lenini sm aYld the stand of the worldnc: 
elas8. And, conversely, revolutionary fic:hters vrho take the 
workint=; class stand as their own are most loyal people and 
those most ,~illinc; to sacrifice their lives to Ii berate the 
working people and the nation. In our country, thc \wrkers' 
movement and the patriotic movement have been closely linked 
to one another, thereby providinc; fertile c;rolmd for sOldnc; 
the seeds of Harxism-Leninism as 1Iell as providing a 
material base for the birth of the political party of the 
workine; class in Vietnam. President Ho said the folloViinE; 
of the law governinr: the birth of the political party of the 
l'Iorldnt=; class in our cOlmtry; "'rhe coordination of Harxi sm­
Leininim and the l~orlcers I movement as ,~ell as the patriotic 
I:1ovement led to the establishment of the Indochinese Commw1ist 
Party in early 1930."(par;e 88) Our party is a child of 
the workers I movement and the patriotic r;lOvement in Vietnam, 
the inheritor and developer of the excellent traditions of 
the vlorldng class and nation of Vietnam. 

The interests of the worldnr; class are identical to 
the interests of the nation. Emphasizinc the \'lorkiN; class 
nature of the party is no di fferen t than aclmOl'lled[':inc; that 
the party can, once it is firmly based on the ideoloGY of 
the working class, struggle for and serve the interests of 
the people and nation more and better thrul any other party. 
From the point of vie~1 of ideological systems, the party 
can only be a party of no other class thaYl the Horkin[; class. 
At the same time, from the point of vim'! of the onenese between 
the intereste of the worldnc; class aYld the interests of the 
people and nation, the party is not only the representative 
of the interests of the v!orldng claes, but aleo the representative 
of the interests of the workin.,,,; people and t!lr; entirc nation. 

After thc party seized political power and entered the 
period of socialist construction, the party's responsibility 
to the people and the nation became heavier. In his speech 
opening the ceremony commemorating tho 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the party, President Ho spoke about this responsibility 
of tho party in extremely simple but deep words; "T'oday, 
North Vietnam ie completely liberated a'1d the party is uni tin" 
and leading our people in emulating in socialist construction" 
and the establishment of a life in \'Ihich everyone is well fed 
and \,::,,11 clothed and has c;ood customs and morals. As lone; as 
one Vietnamese is exploited and poor, the party !'Till continue 
to feel Grieved, because i t ~Iill r.1ean that it has not fulfilled 
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its task. 'rhrrefore, the !'url.y L:tlU):; ctlar/,:(] "I' Im'!',r: 
tasks such as chanr:inr, our COlilltn" C Do.ckwarrl, cconOJJlY and 
culture into an advanced economy and cultllre and, at the 
same time, is allmys concerned wi. th small thilWS such as 
the fish sauce our people need in their everyday lives. 
Therefore, our party is great because it encompasses the 
entire nation and because it is close to the heart of each 
of our compatriots. II (pages 103-104) 

President Ho built our party into a party of the 
working class and, at the same time, our party has been 
acknowledged by the entire nation as its leader, as a 
party which is of a tight workinr: class nature as well as 
a broad mass nature. This is the special feature and the 
great source of strength of our party. 

i'laintaining and strengtJ1eninp; the leadership role 
played by our party is not an easy or simple matter. A 
party can only playa leadership role when it has the stature 
and ability of a leader. Therefore, the process of 
strengtheninG the leadership role played by our party has 
also been the process of continuously buildinG a strong 
party. Under the leadership of President Ho, our party 
has been built into a politically, ideolOGically, and 
organizationally stronG proletarian party and, as a result, 
can maintain and continuously expand its leadership role 
in our people's revolutionary undertaking. 

The strength of our party is primarily the result of 
its correct political line. In his analysis of the causes 
underlyinr: our party's winninG of the riGht to lead the 
revolution as soon as it was born, President Ho pOinted out: 
"Deeply imbued wi th I'iarxi sm-Leninism, the party has put forth 
a correct revolutionary line. In its 1930's civil rights­
bourgeois revolutionary platform, the party established the 
task of resisting imperialism and feudalism, establi shine; 
an independent nation, and givinr: land to the tiller. This 
platform was very consistent with the fervent aspirations of 
the majority of our people, that is, the peasants. As a result, 
the party united larr:e revolutionary forces arOlL'l.d its class. 
The political parties of the other classes were ei ther banjr­
rupt or isolated. Consequently, the leadership riGht of 
our party -- the party of the l'Ior1:ing class -- lIaS continuously 
streng;thened."(page 89) 

Our party has ahmys taken the stand and viewpoint of 
the workinG class and has been absolutely loyal to the interests 
of the people and the nation, considerin,g them the orie;in of 
each of its lines and policies. Our party has made every 
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offort to study antl. eOl'l'ceLly ap,)I.,'! j'larxi [H;I-Lr:llini.clII, i.c 
tiooply i.llIlmcd wi. th i. tc Lhorollr:h l'Pvolution!ll'Y :;pil':i L, o.lld 
has a firm f':rasp of thc aeinl1Lific Imowlnd!,o of' I'larxiGl'l­
Leninism. Our party haG tried to delve into the roalitics 
of Vietnam, scientifically aYlalyze tho comparison of forces 
between us and the enemy, analyze the special economic, 
social, and political characteristics of the different 
periods, apply the theory of r'iarxisl1-Leninism in ol'der to 
summarize the experiences of our country's revolution, ru,d 
determine the laws governing the 'Iietnam revolution. \1hile 
applyinp; the theory of Harxism-Leninism to establish the 
lines, Drograms, and policies of our party as 1'Iell as Hhile 
studying the experiences recorded by fraternal parties, our 
party has always displayed a spirit of independence. As a 
resul t, since its establishment and after mru1.Y stages of 
complex struggle in the democratic national revolution as ~Iell 
as the socialist revolution and in the war of resistance 
against the French as well as in the undertaking against the 
U.S. for national salvation, our party has alv/a~'s had till 
correct political line and alvmys put forth accurate guidelines 
for all of our party members and people. In generalizing the 
factors underlying the victory of the Vietnam revolution, 
President Ho said: 1I0ur party is deserving of being the 
vanVlard unit and the command staff of the proletariat, the 
working people, and the entire nation; our party lmows how 
to apply Barxism-Leninism to the circumstances of our country 
in a creative manner in order to put forth correct lines aYld 
policies which insure the victories development of the revolution. 
Our cadres and party members, Generally spealdng, are genuine 
communists loyal to the interests of the class and the people, 
and have the respect and trust of the people. II (pago 137) 

On tho basis of its correct political line, our party 
has strengthened itself ideologically and organizationally. 
As a result of adopting a correct political lino, our party 
has, during the various periods of the revolution, adopted 
accurate guidelines for providing cadres and party members 
with ideological education and stru0gling to overcome incorrect 
trends and concepts and guidelines for developing and 
streamlining the orGanization of the party in a firmly based 
manner consistent ~Iith the requirements of the revolution in 
order to strengthen the unity and unanimity within the party. 
Also as a result of its correct political line, our party 
has strengthened its intimate relationship with the masses, 
launched a mass movement, and, on this baSiS, developed the 
forces of the revolution and selected aYld trained mru1.Y Good 
cadres and party members. 

As a militant, revolutionary party, our party must not 
only have a correct political line, but must also have high 
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fighting strength and good orGanizational ability in order 
to successfully complete each revQlutionary task. Party 
ideological and organizational development must ori,c;ina~i;e 
in the requirements of the political line and must insure 
that the party is able to sllCcessfully implement its political 
line. 

Our party has been determined to strugr:le to implement 
its 'correct political line and, desnite the cOLU1tless 
difficulties and hardships, has never lost sight of its 
goals. In the process of strul:;r;linc; to implement this 
political line, our party has been rapidly trained and 
developed and has received the wholehearted trust a'ld 
respect of the masses. The class !lature a'ld the vanguard 
nature of our party have been deeply reflected in its 
correct political line as well as in the extremely brave 
struc;gle it has waged. 

The party requires that each party organ.ization, each 
cadre, and each party member mal:e every effort to implement 
its lines and policies. The measure of the spirit, the 
determination, the qualities, a'ld the abilities of each 
party member is expressed in his revolutionary actions. 
Each party member must not only sholl his loyalty to the 
party and his excellent revolutionary qualities in his 
speech, but also in his deeds and tho results and quality of 
his work. Obviously, we carmot say that an individual party 
r.Jember has good qualities or that a certain party org;anization 
is strong if their labor productivity is low, if the 
efficiency of their Vlork is poor, if their production does 
not increase, and if the standard of livinG of the masses is 
not improved or if their professional activities are slow to 
develop. President Ho tauGht: "Realistic resHl ts ~Ihich 
have contributed to production aYJ.d the leadership of production 
must be used to measure one's revolutionary determination. "(page 1.1.6) 
He also said: "During a war of resiictance, each party 
member and party chapter which fights the ener.JY well is 
a good party member and chapter and each one which fights the 
enemy poorly is weal{. 'roday, Hhen iJorth Vietnam is engaged 
in socialist construction, each party mer.Jber and party chapter 
which produces \1ell and leads producti~on 1'Iell is a p;ood 
party member and party chapter. If their production and 
leadership of production is Door, T'arty r:18mbers and party 
chapters are poor." (page 121) 

To increase the fightinG strenGth of the party, it is 
most important that the Lmi ty l'li thin the part:! be protected 
and strengthe.'ed. Under the leadership of the Party Central 
Committee headed by President Eo, our party was always strongly 
uni ted. 'l'his is one of our party's extreElely valuable traditions, 
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one in which it can tal,e very much pride and one which hac 
created the party's stronr; combat ability and helped develop 
the Great effect exerted by our party's leadership. President 
Ho said: "'l'he reason vlhy our party can lead tIle l'rorldnp; class 
and all of the people to socialism is because our party has 
a correct policy and a united leadership. Our party's 
united leadership is the result of the conformity of thoUGht 
and action of its members. 

If party members do not think and act the same, the 
results are like a sandstorm, like 'an orchestra in which 
each musician plays a different tune.' Thus, it becomes 
impossi ble to lead the masses and carry out the revolution." (paGe ?/j,) 

The strong unity within the party is, first of all, 
based on the correct political line of the party. A thorouGh 
understanding of the political line ruld common efforts to 
successfully implement the political line of the party is 
the process of building and strenGtheninG the party's 
internal unity. At the same time, ideoloGical unity must be 
linl{ed to and strenl';thened by organizational un,i ty. Correctly 
implementing the system of democratic centralism and 
strengtheninG the discipline of the party in conjunction 
with expanding its democratic internal activities are very 
necessary in order to thoroue;hly insure ideoloc;ical unity 
and the unity of actions within the party and put a stop to 
each phenomenon which tends to divide or split the party. 
Harsh criticism and self-criticism is of Great significance 
in maldng party members feel closer to one another and 
bringing them together to help each other make progress. The 
development and strengthening of the spirit of comradeship 
and love which exists among communists is very important in 
strengthening the internal Lilli ty of the party ruld overcoming 
the discord and division caused by individualism. 

In his will, President Ho advises that 1'le must, above 
everything else, maintain the unity within the party: 

"Unity is one of the extremely valuable traditions 
of our party and people. All comrades, from the Party Central 
Committee to the various party chapters, must maintain unity 
and unrunmi ty 1'Iithin the party just as they keep a person 
in their sight when speaJdng wi th him. 

Broad democracy and reGUlar and harsh self­
criticism and criticism \'I1thin tho party are the best ways to 
strenGthen and develop the unity and lUlrulimi ty of the party. 
There must be a spirit of comradeship and love. "(pae;e 1'(6) 
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Democratic ccntralinllli:; the fundul!IClltaJ or'·iJ.llj:m~iojlaJ 
principle of t11e party. It iG J1cccGGur:{ to f1111O' cor:ll~ly \'Ii til 
this principle in order to cucccccfully ectablisll thc variol'S 
orr:anizational relationships Hi, thin the party: the relationship 
between the individual and the co11ecti 'Ie, bebleen the 
minority and the majority, between the upper echelon and the 
lower echelon, and bet\'leen the central and local levels. 

On the one ha..YJd, the syster.1 of democratic centralism 
within the party requires that each cadre a..YJd party [Jember 
heighten his sense of or;;ani zation and di sci pline and 
unconditionally obey and comply with the various directives 
and resolutions of the party. 1'he party member's high sense 
of organization and discipline is expressed in his full 
compliance with the resolutions of the party not only when 
favorable conditions exist for their implementation, but also 
vlhen difficulties and obstacles are encountered and. not only 
when these resolutions are suited to his interests, but also 
when they are contrary to his individual vie\"lpoint a..YJd interests. 
Naturally, each party member has the riGht to and must express 
his ideas and thoughts to the party; however, he and the 10\'181' 
echelon must, whenever the upper echelon has Imt forth a 
directive or the party chapter or party committee have reached 
a certain deci sion, fully comply Vii th it. Ideas can be 
different, however, actions must be one and the organizatio!l 
and discipline of the party must be lU1iform. President Ho 
emphasized: "1'he inviilcible strenr;th of the party lies in 
the spirit of self-conscious discipline and the sense of 
strict organization of its cadres and members. "(pace 115) 
He also said: "Re/Sardless of ho\'! many people our party has, 
it must, when fighting, fiGht as one person. 'l'his is because 
of the party's discipline, our discipline is an iron discipline, 
that is, it is both strict and self-conscious. Our comrncIes 
must make every effort to maintain the iron diSCipline of the 
party. "(paGe 39) 

On the other hand, the system of democratic centralism 
requires that the various collective, democratic activities 
conducted Vii thin the party be expanded. Collective leadership 
is the hic;hest principle of leadership of the party. Only 
by expanding the democracy within the party is it possible to 
make use of the intellip;ence of the collective and reach the 
most correct decisions and adopt the most correct; policies 
possi ble. Only by expa..YJdinr: the democracy wi thin the party 
is it possible to Lmite and encourage all cadres and narty 
members to actively and fully comply with the lines and 
policies of the party. Discipline based on self-coY'.sci,ous!1ess 
is the strictest form of discipline. Centrali.sIil based on 
democracy is the highest form of centralism. President Ho 
harshly criticized each expression of bOSSism, arbitrariness, 
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Oonrl tho p1acl.n;c of perGrlllal .i n I;cl'i:'~ i;;1 ::il,ovc tiw ol'!':anizaLi,on 
anci the oolloct1.ve. Be taul~hL 11:1: I/>.-Je ::lu:;L ]1:1VC full Y'I!spr,ci; 
Cor 1;)18 colloct:1.vc 11.11<1 lie'; 1':II"on [,lie deilioeracy (~xi.fltent w'i.l;hiJI 
the party; wo abs01l1tcl.'/ [l11l:;!, "oL j,c Ctrlli.i:'1"ar,'I, l'},'J'" ol'r o\!n 
pel"Gonal interosts ahove the 01"r~[])lization, or llormi" ollrsolvc;1 
to be above di sci pline. 'l'ho more mori t s one has to hi s creeii t , 
the more respectful he mUflt be. Bocause, it only takes a 
few merits to become jealous and dogmatic. 1/ (page 115) 

The development a'1d growth of our party as well as that 
of each party member is the result of repllar self -cri tici Sfa 

and criticism v.hich make it possible to continuously develop 
upon strongpOints and achievements a'1d overcome shortcomL1gs 
and mistakes. By developinp: self-criticism and criticism, 
the various activities conducted ~Iithin the party are all-rays 
rich and feverish, there is always democracy, unity, a'1d 
vitality within the party organization, and each person makes 
continuous prop:ress. 

He must forthri,";htly and lovingly cri ticize our comrades 
and, at the same time, engage in strict self-criticis!:', and 
attentively listen to the criticism of our comrades and the 
masses. I/I-/e cannot be afraid to make mistakes, only afraid 
that we lack the determination to correct our mistakes. 
To successfully correct our mista!ces, we must stand ready 
to listen to the criticism of thc masses and engac;e in serious 
self-criticism. By failinp; to listen to criticism and 
engage in self-criticism, we v.ill surely be backward and 
regressive.l/(page 77) 

He must avoid engaging in abstract and petty criticism. 
Self-critioism and criticism must be based on the implementation 
of the political task of the party and must be desi,o;ned to 
stimulate the implementation of the political tas!;: as well 
as to carry out the tasks of the party member as stipulated 
l'fithin the party's statutes. President Ho said: "He must 
review our activities each day in order to try to carry out 
the ten tasks of the party member. Everyone must Vlash his 
face each day. The party member must review himself each 
day just as he \1ashes his face each day. Each day, every 
party member must review himself. He must conduct this 
personal review on the basis of the ten tasts of the party 
member. " (page 154) 

In party development activities, it is not only 
necessary to know hO\,I to correctly establish the various 
relat:'onships exi stinG .'Ii thin the party, but also necessary 
to know how to correctly establish the relationship existing 
behreen the party and the masses. '1'he intimate relationships 
the party has with the masses is the source of the party's strength 

- 28 -



an(l an iml.i snensable concU ti011 for maj.l1~;aill'Ln ,. antl develoDinc· 
the excellent revollltionary nature of the Darty. Only by 
beinr; close to the rcali ties of production and the strur;r;le 
of the masses, only by studyin;~ ancl revic\'linr~ the rich 
experiences recorded by the masses, and only by thorour;hly 
lmderstandine; the needs and asnirations of the masses can 
the party apply Narxism-Leninism to put forth correct lines 
and policies. Once it has adopted a correct line, the 
party mus t delve deeply in to propar;aYldi zinf, an,d persuadinG" 
the masses, transforoing the slogans of the party into the 
slogans of the masses, and encourar;inp: the masses to self­
consciously and ~Iholeheartedly try to ioplement the Une and 
policies of the party. '£his is the only 1!a~' in 1I11icl1 they Co.'l IJe 
implemented. In an analysis of the Great lessons of the 1/ietna.l1 
revolution, President Ho emphasized: "The revolution is 
the undertaldne; of the masses and the victory of the revolution 
is the result of the sacrifice and creative i1".telligence of 
hundreds of people, particularly the Horkers, the peasa'1ts, 
ancl revolutionary intellectuals."(pap:e 137) 

Of foremost importance in strcngtheninr; the intimate 
relationship with the masses that a party in political power 
has is respecting and upholdino; the ri[;ht of collective 
ownership of the masses. DoLl:; this will improve the 
revolutionary initiative and the creative ability of the 
masses who are an important source of stimulation for the 
llil.dertakinr; against the U.S. for national salvation and 
socialist construction. President Ho harshly criticized each 
expression of bureaucracy, bOSSism, corruptioYl, waste, and 
remoteness from the masses as well as violations of the 
right of olmership of the people. lIe tauf"ht: "To become 
a party chapter of 'the four goods' it is first of all necessary 
that party members set an exaople, fully comply ~li th policies, 
truly respect the rir;ht of ovrnershi p of the people, and 
listen to the opinions of the masses as this is the only 
way they can be trusted, supported, and loved by the people. 
Thus, even the most difficult of jobs must be d.one."(pat:e 158) 

The party can only develop when it is closel~r related 
to the masses and based upon a broad revolutionary mass 
movement. 1~e more the masses support the leadership of the 
party and the more enthusiastically they help, criticize, aYld 
inspect cadres and party members, the stronger the party 
becomes. On the other hand, usinc: the revolutionary r.Jovenents 
of the masses to select, challenr;e, and train cadres and 
party members is a very im90rtant measure as re{,;ards the 
development of the party. 

President Ho often said: "1'Ie must l'lelcome a'1d encoura.o.;e 
the masses to honestlc' criticize cadres and party members."(page 173) 
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He also pOinted out that it is necessary to use the various 
mass campaiGns, such as the "report achievements" campair:n 
to build the party. He said: "By means of reportinG 
achievements, everyone 1moi'ls who does good vlOr1, and who does 
not. 'fhi s is true democracy and a very Good method of 
criticism and self-criticism. In this way, the masses educate 
one another and even educate cadres. Because, among our 
cadres there are good comrades vlho do as they tell others to 
do, however, there are also a number of comrades who do not 
Hork but 'only tell people v.hat must be done.' Reportinr: 
achievements is also a very good way to select ,o:ood people 
for propaganda and education, admittance to the party, and 
training to become cadres. Thus, there is never a shortaGe 
of cadres. It is a very good way to develop the party." (paGes 1.60-1.61.) 

In the process of developinG our party, President 
Bo focused very much attention upon the development of the 
corps of cadres and the corps of party members and very much 
attention upon party chapter acti.vi ties. 

Cadres are the 1eey force of the party aYld state and 
the people who are reSl)Onsi ble for organizinr: the implementation 
of each line and policy of the 1)arty. President Ho emphasized: 
" .. • the unit cadre is the base of each job"... 'fhe success 
of failure of a task is determined by the quality of the cadre."(page24) 

The correct selection of cadres is a very systematic 
job. It can be generally said that the examination and 
seleeti on of cadres must be based on tl'lO areas: DoraIs and 
talent. These two areas are closely interrelated. President 
Ho taught: "If a person is talented, he must have hiGh 
morals. If he is talented but does not have hiGh morals, 
he harms the nation. If he has hiGh morals, but does not have 
talent, he is li1{e a Buddha in a tel"rple, that is, of benefit 
to no one."(l) In his will, President lio advised our party 
to be concerned .. Ii th traininG "people who are b') tl1 'red' 
and 'expert' to carryon socialist construction."(pae;e 176) 

It must be knOlm how to apply these r:eneral standards 
in each speCific case. In each field of activity, the l"mrk 
requirements as regards the quality and ability of the cadre 
are different in certain respects. A cadre in one job can 
develop upon his strongpoints, improve his ability, and complete 
his tas]e but, if he is transferred co a different ,iob, it 
may not be sui ted to him. The art of the leader is 1mowine; 

1. "President Ho on Education"; Giao Duc Publishinp; House, 
Hanoi, 1962, p 1.)8. 

- 30 -



how to skillfully use a cadre, now to give 11im the corrGct 
job, how to insure tlle best Dossi ble comnletion of his 
revolutionary task, and how to help h:Lm develon and pror:ress. 
President Eo pointed out very clearly: "',Ie rrtt'Gt remember that 
everyone has his [,;ocx1 points aJ1cl his bad points. He must 
utilize the ,,,:ood points of a person and help hiJ:1 rectify his 
bad points. He must use people aG we use Illmbe1'. The sldllful 
carpenter can make full use of all types of lumber be they 
lare;e, small, strai[,;ht, or curved." (pap;e 1,5) 'dhether the 
cadre does his job well or not is partially dependent UDon 
his ability, however, it is also dependent upon his 
responsibility as a leader. As President Eo said: "ilith 
skillful leadership, little talent can be developed into 
great talent. \.Ji thout 81:i Ilful leadershi:r:>, p-reat talent 
can dep;ererate into little talent." (page 32) 

In the corps of cadres of the party there are both 
old and yount; cadres. Each type of cadre has 11is own 
strongpoints and shortcominGs. By knO\'lil1p; h01'l to successfully 
coordinate these two types of cadres, it is possible to 
develop upon their stronr;poil1ts and rectify their shortcominr;s 
so that they can, tOGether, successfully complete the party's 
task. President Ho criticized the narrow atti tude of those 
who are contemptuous of youth and, at the same time, reminded 
young cadres to respect older cadres. He taught: "Our 
party must skillfully coordinate old ancl younG cad1'es. It 
should not look down on its younr; cadres. A small numbe1' of 
old cadres, who act li),e p1'iviler:ed officials, say that they 
have made contributions 01' that they adopt a 'fatherly' 
attitude toward young cadres m1d party members and brush 
aside whatever they say because they feel that the 'eggs 
are lecturing the hen.' Our age is a very t;lorious one. 
SOCiety and the world have developed VGry rapidly. Yet, it 
is still wronp; for older cadres to 1001: dOlm on younG cadres. 
But, younG cadres cannot be ar1'ogant, rather, they must respect 
and learn from older, experienced cadres." 

President Ho also provided very many rich and detailed 
instructions to guide leadGrship aE';encies in their search 
for cadres, the distribution of worl, and the u.tilization of 
cadres, and the care and support of cadres. rIe pointed out 
that the attitude of leadership aF,;encies toward cadres EL'1.d 
their worl, must be: "The party must take care of its cadres 
just as the nurseryman takes care of his valuable trees. 'lhe 
party must attach importance to talent, its cadres, and each 
person who has contributed to our common work. "(pac:e 24) 

President Eo Has very concerned 1'1i th party chapter 
acti vi ties because "the party chanter is the foundation of the 
party and good party chapters mean that each will be carried 
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out Hell." (page 1.5i» He constantly reminded the various 
party committee echelons to conduct Good party chapter 
activities in order to build stron, party chapters. 

Party chapter activities arc closely associated Hith 
the work of the party member. 'l'he party chapter allocates 
and inspects the wor1{ of the party r:18mber and is the best 
school for educating and traininr: him. Only I'li th stronf, 
party chapters is it possible to select ared train many good 
party members. On the other hand, the party chanter is comprised 
of party r;Jembers; the party cbanter can only be strong if it 
has [;ood members. President lIo said: "'ro lead the revolution 
the party must be strong. A strong part:! is the result of 
good party chapters. Good party chapters are the result of 
good party members. "(page 1.49) 

The party must have a specific number of r;Jembers in 
order to be able to maintain its close relationshiD with the 
masses and uphold its leadership role in all sectors, all 
fields of social activity, and all production, combat, and 
\'101'1: units. Hhile not Ci vinr; liGht attention to the sicni ficance 
of the number of members it has, our party has focused its 
attention, first of all, upon the quality of its members. 
If its members are of hirr,h quality, that is, if trley have 
high political and ideological qualities, the revolutionary­
offensive spirit, the exemplary vanguard spirit, and deep 
1mOl'iledge and abi Ii ty, the party can, by means of them, lUli te, 
organize, and lead the masses in successfully implementinrr, 
each of its lines and policies. 1"01' this reason, President 
Ho said: "The party needs more than many people, even thouch 
many is good, it need.s hic:h (]Hali ty party members. II (paGe 1.67) 
As rerr,ards party development activities, he advised: " ••• \'Ie 
must thorouGhly adhere to the r;uideline for the development 
of the party, that is, the guideline that quality is better 
than quanti ty. II (pap;e l.31.) 

Since the party is a l')art:! in political pOl .. er, it must 
guard aGainst the si tuation lIherein it mi stalcenly accepts 
into its ranks opportlU'lists, people seeldnl~ to join the party 
with the motive of satisfyinr; Dersonal interests, and peoDle 
hopinG vainly to use the title of the part:.' mer;Jber to acquire 
special rir;hts a"ld pri viler;es. 'rherefore, in narty develoDment 
acti vi ties, it is necessary to caref1\lly e::amine the poli tice.l 
enlic;htel1r;Jent, the quali ty, and the ideolOGical motive of those 
seeking to join the party. President 110 seriously pointed. 
out: "One joins the party to serve the people, serve the 
clasR, and serve the revolution... '~'he party forces no one 
to join it. \-.'11e1'1 one joins the party, he accepts the tas], 
and responsibilities of the party mor.1bel'; if he is e.fraid 
that he C[uU'lot serve the people or tile revolHcion, he should 
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either not join the party or join at a later date. "(pac;es 166-
167) 

The title party member is a very noble one I'Thich carries 
important responsibilities and hoavy oblir;ations with it. 
'1'he party member is the vanguard revolutionary fiGhter of the 
working class and everyone in the party is aware of the ,<coals 
and ideals of the party, is loyal to the end to the revolutioilalOY 
undertakinG of the class and the nation, and will make 
sacrifices and fight throughout hi slife for the Glorious 
ideals of the party. The party member, as President Eo tau,c;l1t, 
must "be the leader and the loyal servant of the people." 
The party member is the leader of the masses, however, he is 
not remote from or above the masses and does not have special 
rights over them, rather, he must wholeheartedly support the 
masses and be closely associated with them. On the other 
hand, the party member is the servant of the people; however, 
he is not a member of the masses, rather, he must be Horthy 
of beinG a vanguard fighter and a progressive political 
representative of the \'IorkinG class, must assume the responsibility 
of leading the masses, and must have the ability to educate, 
persuade, and direct the revolutionary actions of the masses. 
Leader of the masses and servant of the masses, these two 
aspects of the role of the party member are never in opposition 
to one another, rather, they are ahIaYs closely linked to 
one another. Only by wholeheartedly serving the masses can 
the party member have the status of a leader and, conversely, 
only by fully carrying out his responsibility as a leader of 
the masses, can he serve the masses in the best possible 
manner. 

As regards the education of cadres and party members, 
President Ho was constantly concerned with improving 
revolutionary virtues and combating individualism. In very 
many addresses and articles, he constantly reminded the entire 
party about this matter and his extremely pure and noble life 
is a brilliant example of revolutionary ethics, an example 
which continuously educates and stimulates us. President 
Ho taught: "Carrying out a revolution to cha."lge the old 
society into the new is a very glorious undertakinc;; however, 
it is also a very weighty task and a very complex, lonG, and 
difficult struggle. Only by beinc, stronf, can .ve carry a 
heavy burden a lonG distance. The revolutionary must have 
revolutionary ethics as his foundation in order to complete 
his glorious revolutionary task."(pages 68-69) 

Cadres and party members must display the virtues of 
diligence, frUGality, honesty, and devotion, must express 
absolute loyalty to the party and the people, must be 
determined to strUGGle throuc;hout his life for the liberation 
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of the nation and the ideals of communism, must always place 
the interests of the revolution above everythinr~ else, must 
be closely associated with the maEEcs, must respect the ri~ht 
of ovmership of the masses, must continuously improve his 
collective ideology, his spirit of lmity, his spirit of 
organization and discipline, etc. Because our party is a 
party in political power, the maintenance ruld improvement 
of revolutionary ethics must be rciven even more attention. 
In his will, PreSident Ho advises: "The party is a party 
in political power. Each party member and cadre must be 
truly impreF,nated wi th revolutionary ethics, that is, he must 
be truly diligent, fruGal, honest, ruld devoted. \-Ie must l,eep 
our party pure and deserving of its position as the leader 
and truly loyal servant of the people. "(par;e 176) 

Each cadre and party me[Jber must vir;ilantly and 
constantly struggle against individualism because "the most 
decadent and must dangerous scar of the old society is 
indi viduali sm. "(page 69) 

Individualism is the source of many shortcomings and 
mistal{es and can even cause cadres and party members to 
lose their qualities and change. Due to the fact that our 
party is in political power and in the face of the present 
difficult and deciSive revolutionary struggle, it is even 
more necessary to direct our attention t01'mrd struggling to 
overcome each manifestation of individualism. President 
Ho taught us: "To maintain the purity of ilarxism-Leninisr:1, 
it is first of all necessary that we ourselves be pure. '1'0 
defeat the enemy, ir:1perialism, and to successfully build 
socialism, it is first of all necessary to defeat the enemy 
within each of us, that is, individualism."(page 138) 

As vigilant revolutionary fi2:hters, caclres a"ld party 
members must not only have deep revolutionary fervor, but must 
also have deep revolutionary intellir:ence, e. thorough under­
standing of their jobs, a"ld the ability to or("anize and lead 
the masses in carrying out their revolutionary tasks. 

We Dust make every effort to study Narxist-Leninist 
theory because "only by studyinc; l'iarxist-Leninist theory 
is it possible to strengthen our revolutionary ethics, 
maintain our stand, deenen our lmowledge, heiGhten our political 
enliGhtenment, and successfully carry out the tasl{s aSSigned 
by the party." (paGe 79) ',Ie must make every effort to study 
the lines and policies of the party in order to gain a thorou[~h 
under'standing of them and be able to fully comply Vii th them 
so that Vie can strengthen the unity and unanimity within the 
party. At the same time, we must malce extensive efforts to 
heighten our cultural, scientific, ruld tecbnical standards in 
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order to be able to carry out the task of manar:L"F the eeonony 
and building a new life. President lIo said: "'~'oday, the 
party requires that its cadres EU1tl members noe only be stilled 
in politics, but also in their profession., otherwi~e tl1ey 
cannot lead the masses. "(pap;e H,(,) 

The important requirement of deepcnin[" one'" krlO1'lledf'e 
in every respect requires that cadres anrl narty menbe:"'s . 
acti vely and resolutely study, stud;' on their jobs, study 
the massses, study in schools, study with the aid of books, 
etc. Studying is an obliGation of the part;; J:18mber an.d the 
measure of his revolutionary fervor and fir;hti.l1[; determination. 
President Ho advised us: "I frequently hear conrades only 
40 years of age say that they arc too old to study. 'I'hi.s 
thinking in incorrect, 1j·0 years of ar,;e is not olel. at all. 
I am 76 years old Zoild still try to learn more. He ml'.st study 
and engage in revolutionary activities thrOllF';hout our lives. 
As long as we are ali ve, we mus t study and enc:af~e in 
revolutionary activities."(par;e IIj'9) Presidcnt Hc's Great 
example of serving the revolution aYld studyinr; throuc;hout his 
life is an example to be follovled by each of cmr cadres [ICed 
party members. 

The requirements of our party and President Ho have 
placed upon the party member are truly hiF';h ones. lI01'leVer, 
these requirements are indispensable and cannot be compromised 
because they are the requirements for buildin[" and streno;theninF'; 
the vanguard party which is leadil1c; the r;reatest and most 
difficult revolution in the history of our Eation. 'ro meet 
these requirements, each party member must engar:e in steadfast 
personal trainiEg and must make a very Great effort, this 
is what makes the title party member more noble and beautiful. 

In his life of revolutionary aeti vi ty, Presi.den t Ho 
was most concerned with developin,C; our party and, until the 
day he departed from us, his ~lords of advise 1'I8re reserved 
"primarily for the party." Dy creatively applyinG the 
principles of party development of Narxism-Leninism to the 
speci fie conditions of Vietnam, President Ho i lluoinated anc1. 
successfully solved the various problems which arise in the 
process of our party's development. His speeches and articles 
on party development are extremely valuable inheritances for 
our party and our country's revoll:tion. His very rich and 
deep teachinp;s will forever illuminate the course of 
development of our party and continuously stimulate our entire 
party to carry out its glorious historical miSSion. 
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