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THE TEACHINGS OF PRESIDENT HO FOREVER ILLUIITHATE 4HE COURSH
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR PARTY

/ A number of observations recorded by Le Duc 5inh after
reading President Ho's "Party Develovment" which was

published by Su That Publishing House in 1970; ianoi, Hoc Tap,
Vietnamese, No 5, May 1972, pp 18-29 7

President Ho founded and trained our party, the vanruard
unit of the Vietnam worliing class and the leader of our
nation's liberation. When he passcd away, President Ho
left our people with the factors of victory of the revolution
which he established through many efforts and nurtured
throughout his life., Under the effeet of these factors, the
mogt basic of which is the leadership of the vanguard party,
our country's revolution has recorded great achievenents
and our people have been and are continuing to nove steadily
along; the victorious course charted by him,.

In his search for a way to liberate the nation, President
Ho found larxism-Leninism and, at an early date, came to the
conclusion that "there is no other way to save the country
and liberate the nation than by means of the nroletarian
revolution."¥(page 52) On this basis, he madc every cffort
to study and spread lNarxism-Leninism in our country’'s revolutionary
movement and, at the same time, actively prevared the
necessary organization and trained cadres to create the conditions
needed for the establishment of a political narty of the

* All excernts in this article, with the cxception of those
with separate footnotes, are from Ho Chi Hinh'lsg "Party
Development,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1970.
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Vietnam working class. In his work "lhc kevolutionary Road, "
President Ho pointed out that the most important things for
insuring the victory of the recvolution igs the establishment
of a revolutionary peolitical party of the workings class
founded on the theoretical basis of Harxism-Leninism:

"Jhat is the first thing a reveolution must have?

Before everything else, there must be a revolutionary
party within the country to mobilize and organizc the masses
and liaison with oppressed nations and the proletariat
everywhere else. Only with a scrongs party can the
revolution achieve success just as a shin can only sail smoothly
if it has a strong pilot. For the party to be strong, it
must have a philosophy as its nuclceus, a philosophy which
everyone within the party adheres to and understands. The
party which does not have a vohilosovhy is like a man who
does not have intelligence or a shivp without a compass.

There are many theories and philosophies, however,
the must lepgitimate, the strongest, and the most revolutionary
philosophy is Ieninism.Y(page 11)

In early 19350, as a result of the preparations made
by President Ho, our party was born. With the birth of the
party, the history of Vietnam entered a new chapter and
our country's revolution took several great leaps forward.
As President Ho said:

"During the several decades preceding the founding
of the party, the sgituation was as black as night.

As soon as it was born, our party raised the flag
of the revolution and united and led all of our peovnle in
a struggle to liberate the nation and the class. The red
flag of the party is as bright as the newly risen sun cutting
through the darkness and lighting the way which will lead
our people steadily to the victory of the anti-imperialist,
anti-feudal revolution."(pare 102)

The great victories recorded by the Vietnam revolution
during more than the past four decades have been closely
associated with the clearsighted leadership of our narty
under the guildance of President Ho. [aintaining and continuously
strengthening the leadership role of the party has been a
fundamental and decisive factor in each victory of the
revolntion. In reviewing the lessons learned from the victories
of the Vietnam revolution, President Ho emphasized the
leadership role played by the party: "The Vietnam revolution
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has progressed from victory to victory which nroves that,

in the age of imperialism, the peonle of a small colonial
country can, under the leadershin of the nroletariat ana

1ts party with its broad base amon~ the masses, nrimarily

the peasants, by uniting each strata of patriotic people

in a united front, and with the sympathy and suvpport of the
world revolutionary movement, primarily the powerful socialist
camp, definitely win victory."(paze 84)

In the present age, only the working class, by means
of its political party, can lead the workins peonle ang
nation to total victory in the revolutionary struggle to
liberate the nation and builé a new life. As soon as our
party was born, it established itself as the nolitical party
of the Vietnam working class, onc loyal to MHarxism-Leninism,
Fully aware of the trend of development of the are and on
the basis of a scientific analysis of the vwosition of the
various classes in the society of Vietnam, our party, which
confirmed the leadership role played by the working class in
our country's revolutionary undercalking, criticized the
mistaken tendency to underevaluate the role and revolutionary
ability of the working class and, on this basis, deny the
working class nature of the party. President Ho said: "To
win victory, the revolution must be led by the working class.
Because, it is the most progressive, the most aware, the
most determined, the most disciplined, and the most tightly
organized class."(pare 68)

As a result of this historical role pvlayed by the
working class, the political party of the working class is
the most revolutionary political party and one which has the
full status of a leader of all the people., 'Therefore,
President Ho emphasized:; “Each revolutionary must deeply
understand that our party is the most progressive and tiphtly
organized corps of the working class and the leader of the
working class and laboring people."(page 71)

Confirming the working class nature of the party is
confirming that the party is loyal to Marxism-Leninism, the
ideological system of the working class, and that its cadres
and members always adhere to the stand of the working class
and wholehearted struggle for the revolutionary ideals of the
working class., President Ho said: "The revolutionary must
be fully aware of this and take the stand of the working class
25 his own so that he can wholehecartedly strursle for
socialism and communism, for the working class and all laboring
people.'(page 71)

President Ho emphasized the working class nature of the
party and, at the same time, always pointed out that the party
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nmust be intimately bound up with the nation and be its
representative., In the present age, the stand of the working
class is the fullest expression of the fundamental intcrests
of all the people. Genuine patriots who have a patriotic
stand can accept Marxism-Leninism and the stand of the working
class. And, conversely, revolutionary fighters who take the
working class stand as their own are most loyal pcople and
those most willing to sacrifice their lives to liberate the
working people and the nation. In our country, the workers'
movenment and the patriotic movement have been closely linked
to one another, thereby providing fertile ground for sowing
the seeds of HMHarxism-Leninism as wrell as providing a

material base for the birth of the political narty of the
working class in Vietnam. President Ho sald the following

of the law governing the birth of the political party of the
working class in our country: ¥"IThe coordination of Ilarxism-
Leininim and the workers' movement as well as the patriotic
movement led to the establishment of The Indochinese Communist
Party in early 1930."(page 88) Our party is a child of

the workers' movement and the patriotic novement in Vietnam,
the inheritor and developer of the excellent traditions of
the working class and nation of Vietnam.

The interests of the working class are identical to
the interests of the nation. Emphasizing the working class
nature of the party is no different than acknowledging that
the party can, once it is firmly based on the ideoclogy of
the working class, struggle for and serve the interests of
the people and nation more and better than any other party.
From the point of view of ideological systems, the party
can only be a party of no other class than thec working class.
At the same time, from the point of view of the onencss between
the intercsts of the working class and the interests of the
people and nation, the party is not only the revresentative
of the interests of the working class, but alco the representative
of the interests of the working peconle and the entire nation.

After the party scized political power and entered the
period of socialist construction, the party's responsibility
to the people and the nation became heavier. In his speech
opening the ceremony commemorating the 30th anniversary of the
founding of the party, President Ho spoke about this responsibility
of the party in extremely simple but deep words: '"Today,
North Vietnam is completely liberated and the party is uniting
and leading our people in emulating in socialist construction
and the establishment of a life in which everyone is well fed
and wzll clothed and has good customs and morals. As long as
one Vietnamese 1is exploited and poor, the party will continue
to feel grieved, because it will mean that it has not fulfilled
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1ts task. Therefore, the parly Lakes char;e ol Iapre
tasks such as changins our comtrytyg backward cconony and
culture into an advanced economy and culture and, at the
same time, is always concerned with small things such ac
the fish sauce our people need in their everyday lives.
Therefore, our party is great because it encompasses the
entire nation and because it is close to the heart of each

of our compatriots."(pages 103-104)

President Ho built our party into a party of the
working class and, at the same time, our party has been
acknowledged by the entire nation as its leader, as a
party which is of a tight working class nature as well as
a broad mass nature. This is the special feature and the
great source of strength of our party.

Maintaining and strengthening the leadershin role
played by our party is not an easy or simnle matter. A
party can only play a leadersinip role when it has the stature
and ability of a leader. Therefore, the process of
strengthening the leadership role played by our party has
also been the process of continuously building a strong
party. Under the leadership of President Ho, our party
has been built into a politically, ideologically, and
organizationally strong proletarian party and, as a result,
can maintain and continuously expand its leadership role
in our people's revolutionary undertaking.

The strength of our party is primarily the result of
its correct political line. In hisg analysis of the causes
underlying our party's winning of the right to lead the
revolution as soon as it was born, President Ho pointed out:
"Deeply imbued with Marxism-Leninism, the party has put forth
a correct revolutionary line. In its 1930's civil rights-
bourgeois revolutionary platform, the party established the
task of resisting imperialism and feudalism, establishing
an independent nation, and giving land to the tiller. This
platform was very consistent with the fervent aspirations of
the majority of our people, that is, the peasants. 4s a result,
the party united large revolutionary forces around its class.
The political parties of the other classes were either bani-
rupt or isolated. Consequently, the leadership risht of
our party -~- the party of the working class -- was continuously
strenpgthened. (page £9)

Our party has always taken the stand and viewpoint of
the working class and has been absolutely loyal to the interests
of the people and the nation, considering them the origin of
each of its lines and policies. Our party has made every
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effort Lo study and corrvcclly apoly lMarxi gm-Leninisw, 15
deeply imbued with 1ts Lhorourh revolutionary opiril, and

nas a fimt prasp of Lhe scienbific knowlodiie of Marxism-
Leninism. Our party has tried to delve into bhe recalitics

of Vietnam, scientifically analyze the comparison of forces
between us and the enemy, analyze the special economic,
social, and political characteristics of the different
periods, apply the theory of Harxism-Leninism in order to
summarize the experiences of our country's revolution, and
determine the laws governing the Vietnam revolution. While
applying the theory of Marxism-Leninism to establish the
lines, programs, and policies of our party as well as while
studying the experiences recorded by fraternal parties, our
party has always displayed a spirit of independence. A4s a
result, since its establishment and after many stages of
complex struggle in the democratic national revolution as well
as the socialist revolution and in the war of resistance
against the French as well as in the undertaking against the
U.S. for national salvation, our party has always had the
correct political line and always put forth accurate guidelines
for all of our party members and veople. In generalizing the
factors underlying the victory of the Vietnam revolution,
President Ho said: "Our party is deserving of being the
varpuard unit and the command staff of the proletariat, the
working people, and the entire nation; our party knows how

to apply Marxism-Leninism to the circumstances of our country
in a creative manner in order to put forth correct lines and
policies which insure the victories development of the revolution.
Our cadres and party members, generally speaking, are genuine
communists loyal tc the interests of the class and the people,
and have the respect and trust of the people. " (page 13??

On the basis of its correct political line, our party
has strengthened itself ideologically and organizationally.
As a result of adopting a correct political line, our party
has, during the various periods of the revolution, adopted
accurate rsuidelines for providing cadres and party members
with ideological education and struggling to overcome incorrect
trends and concepts and guidelines for developing and
streamlining the organization of the party in a firmly based
manner consistent with the requirements of the revolution in
order to strengthen the unity and unanimity within the party.
Also as a result of its correct political line, our party
has strengthened its intimate relationship with the masses,
launched a mass movement, and, on this basis, developed the
forces of the revolution and selected and trained many rood
cadres and party members.

As a militant, revolutionary party, our party must not
only have a correct political line, but must also have high
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fighting strength and good organizational ability in order

to successfully complete each revolutionary task. Party
ideological and organizational development must orisinate

in the requirements of the political 1line and must insure

that the party is able to successfully implement its political
1ineo

Our party has been determined to strugrle to implement
its correct political line and, desvite the countless
difficulties and hardships, has never lost Sicght of its
goals. In the process of strugrling to implement this
political line, our party has been rapidly trained and
developed and has received the wholehearted trust and
respect of the masses. The class nature and the vanguard
nature of our party have been deenly reflected in its
correct political line as well as in the extremely brave
struggle it has waged.

The party requires that each party organization, each
cadre, and each party member make every effort to implement
its lines and policies. The measure of the spirit, the
determination, the qualities, and the abilities of each
party member is expressed in his revolutionary actions.

Each party member must not only show his lovalty to the

party and his excellent revolutionary qualities in his

speech, but also in his deeds and the results and quality of
his work. Obviously, we cannot say that an individual party
member has good qualities or that a certain varty organization
is strong if their labor productivity is low, if the
efficiency of their work is poor, if their production does

not increase, and if the standard of living of the masses is
not improved or if their professional activities are slow to
develop. President Ho taught: ‘'Realistic resulis which

have contributed to production and the leadership of production
must be used to measure one's revolutionary determination."(page 116)
He also said: ‘'"During a war of resistance, cach party

member and party chapter which fights the enemy well is

a good party member and chapter and each one which fights the
enemy poorly is weak. Today, when Horth Vietnam is engaged

in soclalist construction, each party member and party chapter
which produces well and leads production well is a rood

party member and party chapter. If their production and
leadershin of production i poor, marty members and parcy
chapters are poor."(page 121

Zo increase the fighting strength of the party, it is
most important that the unity within the party be protected
and strengtheied. Under the leadership of the Party Central
Committee headed by President Ho, our party was always strongly
united. This is one of our party's extremely valuable traditions,
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one in which it can take very much pride and one which has
created the party's stronp combat ability and helped develop
the great effect exerted by our party's leadership. President
Ho said: "The reason why our party can lead the working class
and all of the people to socialism is because our party has

a correct policy and a united leadership. Qur party's

united leadership is the result of the conformity of thought
and action of its members.

If party members do not think and act the same, the
results are like a sandstorm, like ‘an orchestra in which
each musician plays a different tune.' Thus, 1t becomes
impossible to lead the masses and carry out the revolution."{paze 74)

The strong unity within the party is, first of all,
based on the correct political line of the party. A thorough
understanding of the political line and common efforts to
successfully implement the political line of the vparty is
the process of building and strengthening the party's
internal unity. At the same time, ideological unity must be
linked to and strengthened by organizational unity. Correctly
implementing the system of democratic centralism and
strengthening the discipline of the party in conjunction
with expanding its democratic internal activities are very
necessary in order to thoroughly insure ideolopical unity
and the unity of actions within the party and put a stop to
each phenomenon which tends to divide or split the party.
Harsh criticism and self-criticism is of creat significance
in maling party members feel closer to one another and
bringing them together to help each other make progress. The
development and strengthening of the spirit of comradeship
and love which exists among communists is very important in
strengthening the internal unity of the party and overcoming
the discord and division caused by individualism.

In his will, President Ho advises that we nust, above
everything else, maintain the unity within the party:

"Inity is one of the extremely valuable traditions
of our party and people. All comrades, from the Party Central
Committee to the various party chapters, must maintain unity
and unanimity within the party just as they keep a person
in their sight when speaking with nhim.

BEroad democracy and regular and harsh self-
criticism and criticism within the party are the best ways to
strengthen and develop the unity and wnanimity of the party.
There must be & spirit of comradeship and love.%(page 176)
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Democratlc centraliom ic Lhe undamental orranizalbional
rrinciple of the party. It is nccessary to Tully commly with
this principle in order to successfully establich the various
organizational relationshins within the party: the relationchip
between the individual and the collective, between the
minority and the majority, between the upper echelon and the
lower echelon, and between the central and local levels.

On the one hand, the system of democratic ceriralism
within the party requires that each cadre and party mnember
heighten his sense of organization and discipline and
unconditionally obey and comply with the various directives
and resolutions of the party. The party member's high sense
of organization and discipline is expressed in his full
compliance with the resolutions of the party not only when
favorable conditions exist for their implementation, but also
when difficulties and obstacles are encountered and not only
when these resolutions are suited to his interests, but also
when they are contrary to his individual viewpoint and interests.
Naturally, each party member has the right to and must express
his ideas and thoughts to the party; however, he and the lower
echelon must, whenever the upper echelon has put forth a
directive or the party chapter or party committee have reached
a certain decision, fully comply with it. Ideas can be
different, however, actions must be one and the organization
and discipline of the party must be uniform. PFPresident Ho
emphasized: "The invincible strensth of the narty lies in
the spirit of self-conscious discipline and the secnse of
strict organization of its cadres and members."(pare 115)

He also said: ‘"Regardless of how many peonle our party has,

it must, when fighting, fight as one person. 7This is because
of the party's discipline, our discipline is an iron discipline,
that ig, it is both strict and self-conscious. Our comradecs
must make every effort to maintain the iron discipline of the

party."(page 39)

On the other hand, the system of democratic centralism
requires that the various collective, democratic activities
conducted within the party be expanded. Collective leadershiv
is the highest principle of leadership of the party. Only
by expanding the democracy within the party is it possible to
make use of the intelligence of the collective and reach the
most correct decisions and adopt the most corrcct vpolicies
possible. Only by expanding the democracy within the party
is it possible to unite and encourage all cadres and party
members to actively and fully comply with the lines and
policies of the party. Discipline based on self-consciougness
is the strictest form of discipline. Centralism based on
democracy is the highest form of centralism. President Ho
harshly criticized cach expression of bossism, arbitrariness,
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and the placine of peraonal intercabs above tho organizalion

and the collective. Heo baupghi nog e musl have Ml roespect
for the collective and hejghben Lhe democracy eriotent wilhin
the party; wc absolutcly mugl, nol he arbibrarvy, ploce ovr oum

personal intercsts ahove the orranigation, or vermil oursclves
to be above discipline. 'fhe morc mcrils one has to his credit,
the more respectful he must be. DBecause, it only takes a

few merits to become jealous and dogmatic.”(page 115)

The development and growth of our party as well as that
of each party member is the result of repular self-criticism
and eriticism which make it possible to continuously develoo
upon strongpoints and achievements and overcome shortcomings
and mistakes. By developing self-criticism and criticism,
the various activities conducted within the party are always
rich and feverish, there is always democracy, unity, and
vitality within the party organization, and each person makes
continuous progress.

We must forthrishtly and lovingly criticize our comrades
and, at the same time, engage in strict self-criticism and
attentively listen to the criticism of our comrades and the
masses. "We cannot be afraid to make mistakes, only afraid
that we lack the determination to correct our mistakes.

To successfully correct our mistakes, we must stand ready

to listen to the criticism of the masses and engapge in serious
self-criticism. By failing to listen to criticism and

engage in sclf-criticism, we will surely be backward and
regressive. " (page 77)

We must avoid engaging in abstract and petty criticism.
Self-criticism and criticism must be based on the implementation
of the political task of the party and must be desimned to
stimulate the implementation of the political task as well
as to carry out the tasks of the party member as stivulated
within the party's statutcs. President Ho said: '"We must
review our activities each day in order to try to carry out
the ten tasks of the party member. Everyone must wash his
face each day. The varty member must review himself each
day just as he washes his face each day. Each day, every
party member must review himself. He must conduct this
personal review on the basis of the ten tasks of the varty
member. " (page 154)

In party development activities, 1t is not only
necessary to know how to correctly establish the various
relationships existing within the party, but also necessary
te know how to correctly establish the relationship existing
between the party and the masses. The intimate relationships
the party has with the masses is the source of the party's strength
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and an indispensable condition for mainvainine and develonin::
the excellent revolvtionary nature of the party. Cnly by

being close to the realities of production and the struprle

of the masses, only by studyings and reviewing the rich
experiences recorded by the masses, and only by thorourhly
understanding the needs and asnirations of the masces can

the party apply Marxism-Leninism to put forth correc: lines

and policies. Once it has adoptecd a correct line, the

party must delve deeply into provagandizing and persuading

the masses, transforming the slorans of the party into the
slogans of the masses, and encouraring the masses to self-
consciously and wholeheartedly try to implement the line and
policies of the party. This is the only ray in which they can e
implemented. In an analysis of the great lessons of the Vietnan
revolution, President Ho emphasized: "The revolution is

the undertaking of the masses and the victory of the revolution
is the result of the sacrifice and creative intelligence of
hundreds of people, particularly the vorkers, the peasants,

and revolutionary intellectuals."(page 137)

Of foremost importance in strengthenine the intimate
relationship with the masses that a party in political power
has is respecting and upholdins the right of collective
ownership of the masses. Doinr this will improve the
revolutionary initiative and the creative ability of the
masses who are an important source of stimuwlation for the
undertaking against the U.S. for national salvation and
socialist construction. President Ho harshly criticized each
expression of bureaucracy, bossism, corruption, waste, and
remoteness from the masses as well as violations of the
right of ovmership of the peonle. Ilie taurht: "To become
a party chapter of 'the four goods' it is first of all necessary
that party members set an example, fully comply with policies,
truly respect the right of ownership of the people, and
listen to the opinions of the masses as this is the only
way they can be trusted, supported, and loved by the reople,
Thus, even the most difficult of jobs must be done."(page 153)

The party can only develop when it is closely related
to the masses and based upon a breoad revolutionary mass
movement., The more the masses support the leadership of the
party and the more enthusiastically they help, criticize, and
inspect cadres and party members, the stronger the party
becomes. On the other hand, using the revolutionary movenents
of the masses to select, challenge, and train cadres and
party members is a very immortant measure as rerards the
development of the party.

President Ho often said: ‘"we nust welcome and encourace
the masses to honestly criticize cadres and party members."(page 1773)
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He also pointed out that it is necessary to use the various
mass campaigns, such as the "report achievements" campairn

to build the party. He said: "By means of reporting
achievements, everyone kiows who does good work and who does
rot., This is truc democracy and a very cood method of
eriticism and self-criticism. 1In this way, the masses educate
one another and even educate cadres. Because, among our
cadres there are good comrades who do as they tell others to
do, however, there are also a number of comrades who do not
work but tonly tell people what must be dore.' Reporting
achievements is also a very good way to select wood peonle

for proparanda and education, admittance to the party, and
training to become cadres. Thus, there is never a shortage

of cadres. It is a very good way to develop the party."(pages 160-161)

In the process of developing our party, President
Lo focused very much attention upon the development of the
corps of cadres and the corps of party members and very much
attention upon party chapter activities.

Cadres are the key force of the party and state and
the people who are resnonsible for organizing the implementation
of each line and policy of the narty. President Ho emphasized:
"...the unit cadre is the base of each job"... The success
of failure of a task is determined by the quality of the cadre."(page2l)

The correcl selection of cadres 1s a very systematic
job. 1t can be generally sald that the examination and
celection of cadres must be based on two areas: morals and
talent. These two areas are closely interrelated. President
Ho taught: YIf a person is talented, he must have high
morals. If he is talented but does not have hizh morals,
he harms the nation. If he has high morals, but does not have
talent, he is like a Buddha 1in = temple, that is, of benefit
to no one."(1) 1In his will, President lo adviscd our party
to be concerned with training "people who are hoth ‘red!
and 'expert'! to carry on socialist construction."(page 176)

It must be known how to apply these ~eneral standards
in each specific case. In each field of activity, the worlk
requirements as regards the guality and ability of the cadre
are different in certain respects. A cadre in one job can
develop upon his strongpoints, improve his ability, and complete
his task but, if he is transferred to a aifferent job, it
may not be suited to him, The art of the leader 1is knowing

1.  ‘Ppesident Ho on Education"; Giao Duc Publishing House,
Hanoi, 1962, p 138.
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how to skillfully use a cadre, how %o give him the correct
job, how to insure the best possible comnletion of his
revolutionary task, and how to help him develon and prorresc.
President Ho pointed out very clecarly: "Ue mugt remember that
everyone has his pood points and his bad voints. We must
utilize the mood points of a person and help him rectify his
bad points. We must use peonlc as we use lumber. The skillful
carpenter can make full use of all types of lumber be they
large, small, straight, or curved."(pare 15) Uhether the
cadre does his job well or not is partially dependent unon

his ability, however, it is also dependent upon his
responsibility as a leader. As President Ho said: "Jith
skillful leadership, little talent can be developed into

great talent. Without skillful leadershin, rreat talent

can degererate into little talent."( page 32)

In the corps of cadres of the party there are both
old and young cadres. Each type of cadre has liis own
strongpoints and shortcomings. By knowing how to successfully
coordinate these two types of cadres, it is nossible to
develop upon their strongpoints and rectify their shortcomings
so that they can, together, successfully complete the party's
task. President Ho criticized the narrow attitude of those
who are contemptuous of youth and, at the same time, reminded
young cadres to respect older cadres. He taught: "Qur
party must skillfully coordinate old and young cadres. It
should not look down on its young cadres. & small number of
old cadres, who act like privileged officials, say that they
have made contributions or that they adopt a 'fatherly'
attitude toward young cadres and party members and brush
aside whatever they say because they feel that the leges
are lecturing the hen.' Our age is a very glorious one.
Society and the world have developed very rapidly. Yet, it
is still wrong for older cadres to lool: dovm on youns cadres.
But, young cadres cannot be arrogant, rather, they must resvect
and learn from older, experienced cadres."

President Ho also provided very many rich and detailed
instructions to guide leadership agencies in their search
for cadres, the distribution of work and the utilization of
cadres, and the care and support of cadres. !He pointed out
that the attitude of leadership arencies toward cadres and
their work must be: Y"The party must take care of its cadres
Just as the nurseryman takes care of his valuable trces. The
party must attach importance to talent, its cadres, and each
person who has contributed to our common work."(page 24)

President Ho was very concerned with party chapter

activities because "the party chapter is the foundation of the
party and good party chapters mean that each will be carried
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out well."(page 1.58) He constantly reminded the various
party committee echelons to conduct good party chapter
activities in order to build surony party chanters.

Party chapter activities arec closely associated with
the work of the party member. fThe party chapter allocates
and insvects the work of the party member and is the best
school for educating and training him. Only with strong
party chapters is 1t possible to gelect and train many good
party members. On the other hand, the party chaoter 1is comprised
of party members; the party chapter can only be strong if 1t
has good members. President o said: "o lead the revolution
the party must be strong. A strong party is the result of
cood party chapters. Good party chapters are the result of
~ood party members."(page 149)

The party must have a specific aumber of members in
order to be able to maintain its closge relationshin with the
masses and uphold its leadershin role in all sectors, all
fields of social activity, and all production, combat, and
worls units. While not giving light attention to the significance
of the number of members it has, our party has focused 1itTs
attention, first of all, upon the quality of its members.

If its members are of high quality, that is, 1f they have
high political and ideological qualities, the revolutionary-~
offensive spirit, the exemplary vangvard spirit, and deep
knowledze and ability, the party can, by means of them, unite,
organize, and lead the masses in successfully implementing
each of its lines and policies. For this reason, President
Ho said: "The party needs more than many people, even thourh
many is good, 1T needs hisgh auality party members. " (pace 167)
As regards party development activities, ne advised: "...we
must thoroughly adhere to the ruideline for the development
of the party, that is, the guideline that quality is better
than quantity."(vage 131)

Since the party is a varty in political power, it nmist
guard against the situation whercin it mistakenly accepts
into its ranks oprortunists, people seeliiny; to jolin the party
with the motive of satisfying personal interests, and peonle
hoping vainly to use the title of the party member to acquire
special rights and privileges. Therefore, in party deveclopment
activities, it 1s necessary to carefnlly examine the political
enlightenment, the quality, and the ideolorical motive of those
seeking to join the party. President llo seriously pointed
out: "One joins the party to serve the vpeople, serve the
class, and serve the revolution..« ‘‘he party iforces no one
to join it. When one joins the party, he accepts the task
and responsibilities of the party mnember; if he is afraid
that he cannot serve the people or the revolution, he should
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Tét?er not join the party or join at a later date."(pages 166-
7

The title party member is a very noble one which carries
lmportant responsibilities and hcavy oblirations with it.
The party member is the vanguard revclutionary fighter of the
working class and everyone in the party is aware of the goals
and 1deals of the party, is loyal to the end to the revolutionary
undertaking of the class and the nation, and will make
sacrifices and fight throughout his llfe for the glorious
ideals of the party. The party member, as President Ho causind,
must "be the leader and the loyal servant ofl the people.’
The party member is the leader of the masses, however, he is
not remote from or above the masses and does not have special
rights over them, rather, he must wholeheartedly support the
masses and be closely associated with them. On the other
hand, the party member is the servant of the people; however,
he 1s not a member of the masses, rather, he must be worthy
of being a vanguard fighter and a progressive political
representative of the working class, must assume the responsibility
of leading the masses, and must have the ability to educate,
rersuade, and direct the revolutionary actions of the masses.
Leader of the masses and servant of the masses, these two
aspects of the role of the party member are never in opposition
to one another, rather, they are always closely linked to
one another. Only by wholeheartedly serving the masses can
the party member have the status of a leader and, conversely,
only by fully carrying out his responsibility as a leader of
the masses, can he serve the masses in the best possible
manner.

As regards the education of cadres and varty members,
President Ho was constantly concerned with improving
revolutionary virtues and combating individualism. In very
many addresses and articles, he constantly reminded the entire
party about this matfer and his extremely pure and ncoble 1ife
is a brilliant example of revolutionary ethics, an example
which continuously educates and stimulates us. President
Ho taught: '"Carrying out a revolution to change the old
society into the new is a very glorious undertaking; however,
it is also a very weighty task and a very complex, long, and
difficult struggle. Only by being strong can we carry a
heavy burden a lonp distance. The revolutionary must have
revolutionary ethics as his fourndation in order to complete
his glorious revolutionary task."(pages 68-69)

Cadres and party members must display the virtues of
diligence, frugality, honesty, and devoction, must express
absolute loyalty to the party and the people, must be
determined to struggle throughout his life for the liberation

ot
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of the nation and the ideals of communism, must always place
the interests of the revolution above everything else, must
be closely associated with the masses, must respect the righu
of ownership of the masses, must continuously improve his
collective ideology, his spirit of unity, his spirit of
organization and discipline, etc. EIecause our party is a
party in political power, the maintenance and improvement

of revolutionary ethics must be pgiven even more attention.

In his will, President Ho advises: '"The party is a narty

in political power. Each party member and cadre must be
truly impregnated with revolutionary ethics, that is, he must
be truly diligent, frugal, honest, and devoted. We must keep
our party pure and deserving of its position as the leader
and truly loyal servant of the veople."(pare 176}

Zach cadre and party member must vigilantly and
constantly struggle against individualism because "the most
decadent and must dangerous scar of the old society is
individualism."(page 69)

Individualism is the source of many shortcomings and
mistakes and can even cause cadres and party members to
lose their qualities and change. Due to the fact that our
party is in political power and in the face of the present
difficult and decisive revolutionary struggle, it 1s even
more necessary to direct our attention toward struggling to
overcome each manifestation of individvalism. President
Ho taught us: "To maintain the purity of llarxism-Leninisn,
it is first of all necessary that we ourselveg be purc. To
defeat the enemy, imperialism, and to successfully build
socialism, it is first of all necessary to defeat the enemy
within each of us, that is, individaualism."(pare 133)

As vigilant revolutionary fipnters, cadres and party
members must not only have deep revolutionary fervor, but must
also have deep revolutionary intelligence, & thorough under-
standing of their jobs, and the ability to orranize and lead
the masses in carrying out their revolutionary tasks,

We must make every effort to study Marxist-Leninist
theory because "only by studying Marxist-Leninist theory
is it possible to strengihen our revolutionary ethics,
maintain our stand, deeven our knowledge, heighten our political
enlightenment, and successfully carry out the tasks assicned
by the party."(page 79} ‘e must make every effort to study
the lines and policics of the party in order to gain a thorourth
understanding of them and be able to fully comply with them
so that we can strengthen the unity and unanimity within the
party. At the same time, we must make extensive efforts to
heighten our cultural, scientific, and technical stardards in
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order to be able to carry out the task of manasing the econony
and building a new life. President lio said: “woday, the
party requires that its cadres and members not only be shkilled
in politics, but also in their profession, otherwise they
cannot lead the masses.'"(page 117)

The important requirement of deepcning one's knowledre
in every respect requires that cadres and parcty members '
actively and resolutely study, study on their jobs, study
the massses, study in schools, study with the aid of books,
etc. Studying is an obligation of the party member and the
measure of his revolutionary fervor and fighting determination.
President Ho advised us: "I frequently hear comrades only
40 years of age say that they arec too old to study. This
thinking in incorrect, 40 years of are is not 0ld at all.

I am 76 years old aid still try to learn more. We must study
and engage in revelutionary activities throuchout our lives.
As long as we are alive, we must study and engcare in
revolutionary activities."(page 149) President Ho's great
example of serving the revolution and studyving throushout his
life is an example to be followed hy each of our cadres and
party members.

The requirements of our party and President Ho have
placed upon the party member are trulv hisgh ones. llowever,
these requirements are indispensable and cannot be compromised
because they are the requirements for building and strencthening
the vanguard party which is leadine the greatest and most
difficult revolution in the history of our nation. To neet
these requirements, each party member must engare in steadfast
personal training and must make a very great effort, this
is what makes the title party member more noble and beautiful,

In his life of revolutionary activity, President Ho
was most concerned with developing our party and, until the
day he departed from us, his words of advise were reserved
"'primarily for the party." By creatively applying the
principles of party development of Marxism-Leninism to the
specific conditions of Vietnam, Pregsident Ho illuminated and
successfully solved the various problems which arise in the
process of our party's development, His speeches and articles
on party development are extremely valuable inheritances for
our party and our country's revolution. His very rich and
deep teachings will forever illuminate the course of
development of our party and continuously stiriulate our entire
party to carry out its glorious historical mission.
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