
<;IN 
FILE 

I 

Sept 4-lC,1980 

J 

~ 
I 

EI GHTH PLEJ\'1J~l P.ES C:'LUTI ON OJ\' S EVCONS nTUTI ON 



IV. 31 Dec 80 

VC? ISSUES RESOLo~ION ON NEW CONSTITUTION 

oK281~~3 nanoi Domestic Ser"lice in Vietnamese :'100 Gi:'IT 25 gec 30 

~:\esoluJ:icn of the aighth plenum or :::"e :ourt~ 7C? Central ,:ommi:-:ee ::rn "The Sa~t' 3 )'['3.£:: 

C:)ns'C:':'..ltion and Tasks To Be Jone :0 =:nsure Serious Implementation of :he C,:mst:'tuci.:m"-­
jaee and place not given; read .)y announcer] 

?ar:: One 

=he ~ighth plenum of che VCP Cent:::'al Commit':ee. neld f::om ::. to 10 Soapcember 1988. examined 
the new drait SRV consti~ution and decided on measures to ensure its 3erious :mp~eme~::ation 
once it is adopted by the National Assembly. The ?arty Cent~al Commi::tee approved eje 
basic (!oncents or the new draft constitution and added some ideas :0 perfect it ;:n:ior ':0 

submitting it to the ~ational Assembly. 

The new draft ',:onsticution reflects the ,?eople r s will and 3s'Pirations and conforms ~o :~e 
spirit and agenda of the Four:h ~ational Party Congress ~£ )elegate.s. ~amely ~olding fi~ 
to proletarian dictatorship; ?romoting che laboring ?eople r s :-ighc to collecti'JE :rIasee:-:;; 
establishing close relationships among the ;Jarty as the leader. :je people as ';je :naste~ 
and the stace as t:"e manager; ensuring success for the three :-evOLlti:ms. the :-evolution 
in production relations, the scientific and technical revolution and tje ideological 
and cultural ,:evolution; and institutionalizing the party1s aasie ,?olicies in the new 
:3tage of Jur country1s revolution so as co successfully build socialism and :ir:nly defer..c 
the socialist fatherland. 

The ?arty Central Committee warmly commended the cadres and ~eopl~ t~roughou~ ~he coun:~:r 
who have upheld the spirit of collective ~astery and actively ?articipaced in t~e 

~laboracion of the Clew iratt consticution. The SRV':5 constitution is :hat Jf ::he ;>erioci 
of transition to socialism nationwide. It epitomizes :~e ?r~ci0us ~xperiences 0: 35 
years of building and consolidating the people1s power and the experie!'lces of imp12menticg 
the :'946 and 1959 constitutions. It affir.ns the revolutionary achJ.e'!ements ·..ihicn 0Ur 
?eople have recorded over the past 50 years under the leadership of :he ?arty and 
?resident Ho Chi ~inh, and defines the orientation and objectives vi ','ietnamese :soci",,":' 
development in the new stage. 

The new consticution ,..nil be ?romulgated in 1980, when our state is 50 :rears old, 
During jO years of steadfast struggle. our state and people have scored very glor:O:ous 
victories and have built and increasingly consolidated ~he people's po~er. State and 
social ~anagement. especially economic management, ho~ever. still suf:ers from ~any 
shortcomings and weaknesses; socialist law is not fully respec!:ed; i::1adequate laws and 
regulations are slow in being revised and amended; and s?eci:~c economic and social 
policies and ?rocedures have not yec reflected the concordance of the three i~ter=sts. 
those of the entire soc~ety, the collective and the ind~vidual laborer, an i~portanc 
motivating force for economic development and building t:~e :'lew soci.ecy. 

~ny activities of the popularly elected organs at various levels a~e stil: ?er~eated 
with formalism. The state apparatuses remain c~bersome, bureauc::::'3.tic and ineffective. 
Screngtheni::'1.g of the economic ~anagement organs and organs in charge of ~a~ ?roCecciJD 
is too slow. The majority of cadres in our state apparatus are not adequately t':ainec 
in economic and social management, i~ socialist law or in state ad~~::1ist~ati~n. 

Our ~adres and oeoole are still inrluenced by the thinking and li£est,le of small 
produc;rs and h~ve- only an inadequate understanding of laH, ::itizar,s" :)":lli.gac.ions and 
rights and collective mastery. ~Io importance is at ached =:0 ?r'.J?agancia al"'.d edu~ation 
Jo1ork in ,:onnection with the constit:ution and law. Lq:>ervi3ion a~d ':'.In:::::-ol ~r :>.~ 

i~?lement:ation of the constitution and law are 5:i1 lax. 
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::,252 5hot':,:~miC1g3 r.ave led co laxity ~:-! ~nEor:::~l':le~::: or 30;::: .. 31':'3: ~3. •.. ; =',,:1 :,~~>..:.:-e ::' 
?t"'Jm?tly over~ome '1ega:ive ?henornena in ec:::nomic ar>.d 30C':'3.':" ':"ire, :~er==:)'-' :-e"::..:.cing :>:: 
eifec::i':enes3 or :ne ?srty's ?osicions 3.:11 ::,01':'.::::i25 3:'.d '::;<2. 3':.3.::2'3 ':""'-'v· 3.n': ,,':":32 :.';'2;)2,,­

ing :te ?2cple'3 confidence and 2nt~usia5m. 

?:H'.: !':,.10 

At:er the '1ew constitution is ?romul~a~2d. it is extreme_y i~?cr:ar.: :jac ~~~ par:? 
or,;a',l.iza'::'ons. 3:3'.:-2 Jr;ans. ?eo?le' 3 amed :or:::es acd mass :::r~3.r' .. i.zat:'o':1s and -:ac:' c:':ize:-. 
Ell:'':''? .lnderstand its im.-portance and -loluntar:'ly ar:.:i se':"iousL:.- i=:l'Jle.':',er'.:: :.:, 

7he -:1eH c.onscitut:'o:l is the basic. law of O:.lr state. :;:c insci'::.Jc:'onaJ..izes :~e Jar::~: s ~i-:~ 
and ~ajor ?oli:!es i~ :he new state. For ~iis re.3S0n, i~ 5er~2S ~s a g~~~e~~ne ~Jr :he 
action ): our entir.: ?ar<:y, ?e')ple and 3.rmy throug~out c~-o' per~:)d y': trar.si::'on :;) 
socialism. :mplementat:'on cf ':he c.onstituti:Jn is clos31y l:':1Kec. :0 :he rel.'o~~.!c:"Jr.ar'; 

cause Jf che enti=e ?eop:e and all activities of :~e scate, espec~al:y i~ eco~o~:'c: ~ui~i­

ing and development and in stabilizing: and grad1..!al.2.:r i:q:::;)'Jl::!g :;-,8. ?ecple' s lhr::':-.'? 
standards. Im?~emeneacioJn or :he constitution 'nUSt be ai::1e~ at :r.ee:ir.g :he ?res3i;1g 
demar-ds of :'iie • ."ielc ?ractical Jenefits :or ::--'e ?eoDle :ina inf:.lse che :JaSS<2:S · ... .-ie!1 
aathus iasm and coni ider.ce. 

!~ e~sure :~a: t~e consti:ucion wil! be seriously ~nci aifec:!ve:y ~~~~e~en~ad ~~d ~!:l 
5tr-engchen 50cial:'st :aw, it is :J.ecessary co 3.c-.:omplish 3uccasaE·llly :he :c:"::"Jw:':1g :asKs: 

Car~y aut jroad and ~enetrating ?ropaganda and educational ~ork ~n :~e cons~icuti0n 
among :he cadres and ?eo~le. ~.fte.r the new const:':'....lc:'or: ~s ;:r-:Jm1..l':'.gaCeC, i: :'3 :-::C258a:::-:' 
::J ~rg3.:nze a broad anc ?enetrat.i!lg ::)Olitic3.1 dri\!,= 50 chat :~= '':3.c.res 2.~.-:! ::ec?::'e car. 
seudy the const:'t":...:tion .'ind discuss i:s implementation. A sociaL.3t e!!1.u':'a::!::J:"I d:-:'·:a T.'.lS:: 
Je :aunc~ed in coordination of chis ::,01i:::i.:a1 dri'''2 among t~e enti:-a ?art:;, ?ec;-:~e a-r.d a:-.:y 
so as :0 success:ully car::-y out ene immediat2 tasks. 
?arty chapters ~use closely lead this ?oli:ical drive 3.nd :his soci31is: 2~~~.1:ior 1rive. 
Each cacre. ;carty :Jember d~d employee :nust revi,:'''''' and ;Jr::Jm?cly rec::'::: a:': ·vr2r::;d;)i~gs 

such as :he :ailure to imp.!.2men~ par:y poli;:i.:;s ar.d state :aw in an exeT,.-plar:-, :nar:ner; 
·:orr'.lption; oribe!"?; 'tlasteful ?rac~ices; abUSe of ?ower; :,ul:'yi;1g :he ::;asse3; :':1f:::-i:-:ging 
uDoJn t~e citizens' :ights '3.nd the people's rishc ~u collec:::ive ::;3.scery; and ::'.r::-'?:sponsi:'j.'!'~:y, 

'tlhich is :ietrimer.:al :0 socialist property 3."d t~e ~asses' :':1:2:e.S(. 

Cdcres, party :nembers and employees enust 'D.otivate ;:he people :0 3.poraise anc. c::-i:L:ize 
::::--'e :naT'.ageria~ ,.;ork of state and partY orga:J.s, Ji :he Jlass ;)rganizacions ·...;i :::i:1 ::-:e It"?F 
and of ot~er ,cadres, ;Jarty :nembers and empLoyees. .-\t :he same :i8e, ehe:.- :nust c-::-iticize 
:hei:: 'Jwn shortcomings in discharging tl-:ei:- ··')bii.s3.t:'ons ",nc :es'Jor,s:':;i2.:'t:'es '3.3 ::i:::izer,s 
t:l t~e c~mr.!on a£:ai!'s of :he state and society suc:" as rescec:i'C"lg 3.':1d ?t"8t~C'::':"':~ socia::'s;: 
7-::-0?~X!:::, ?aying ':axes and debts to :~e state., dischargi:1g gra-::..n obiigat:::"'Yr..s. :T:-:1:':!g O'ler 
industrial ?rJc.ucts :0 the 3tare, dischar~ing fllili~3.r:' obl:'gations, 3.nd 30 :or::--., 

I: is ";"leC2ssar:,- :::1 regu!arly disseminate dna explai:1. 13.:'; amo:"'.g :::-'2 ~,::o-p2.e t:J :'':1a~le 3'!:.r:· 
:Jr,e :Jf them ':0 clearly understand citizens' ::'ight3 ar.d Qb:i.~a:..io-ns and 3eri:)'....152..y -:':-:"ple!l.c 
the ::snstit:.!!:ion and l3.' . .1. :~e study }r :Jur count::':.".3 ccnstit'....1tioC'. d::d -=--.:3.'~. -:':1 ::)r-:.e 2US:: 

be included 1:1 the c~r7icula of ~niversities, vocational ~idd:e 3choQ~s 3:1ci sc\o~~s o~ 

!:he part:~ ~::~ :n,a~s O~ga~.i~~t:O:s: .~;~ ci'Ji:~ec~~a:io~ ~~::g~~,: :n"g:~e,~:~~~'~:-'0v:3 .. u~_ 
::-evised .;:.r' ..... amen~ed _:J O)Ul __ :,._ O)pl_-l..'- and l..~nt_ .. t~ o~ _,(2 .. e." ,-"o,.s· __ t~ __ --" •. 
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2. Step up tne Juil.ding of law, strengthen socialist :;'aw and ?r~mote '.:he ;nan.3.~ement 'J[ 

society ac;:ording to law. 2-_11 5tate. organs from c;"e cenc::-a1 to :::'e ?;rassroo:::s level must 
promoce managemenc of society according to law and ;:orre.ctly realize relationships among 
the party as the ~eader, t~e ?eople as the master and the state as the manager 50 as ':0 

ensure that every citizer'. is :qua':' before the law and can exert ":1£.s :"i'shts ar.d iischarge 
his obligations as ~ascer :hroughout the couner/, in the local~ti2s and at t~e grassroots 
2..evel. 

After the new ::::onstitution is ?romulgated, its stipulations :nust be concreci.zed ~y 'lariQus 
':'aws. In the im:m.ediace ruture, the laws on elections or the )!ational Assembly :md ?ecple' 3 

Councils at all 2.ave15 and on c::-"e organization of the :::Iational . .l,.ssem:'ly, :~e State. Council, 
the Council 'Jf :-linisters, ?eople' s Councils, People's Com:m.it-cees, People' 5 :ourts ana ?eople' s 
procuratoraces must be '.lrgently pt"epared and submitted to t~e )lat:"onal Assembly fot" approval 
in late 1980 and the first ~alf or 1981. 

Special attention :nust be gi'len to elaborating, revising and amending laws on the economy 
and economic management. These laws muSt be aimed at enhancing socia:ist :'...aw in economic 
activities and at the same time ae creating favorable conditions rot" the development of 
production and Dusiness and ehe abolition of inconvenience for the ?eople. 

Under the next 5-year plan, it is necessary to ?romul6ate laws on labor. :ni~~ta~: obliga­
':ion, nationali:y, consideraci.·)n of complaints, cri::tinal and civi: :natcers in an app!:'opriat2 
order so as co concretize ene -:cmstitution and enhance oue coun,,:ry!s socialist law. 

The ~ati.onal Assembly and ?eople!s Councils at a12. levels should fully discharge ~hei::­

funco:ions of supe!:""Jising :he state organs r and social :)rganizations r .:.ompliance T..ri:h :he 
law. The government. ~inistries, ministerial level committees, People's Committees at 
all 2.evels, State cont=ol and inspection organs, and economic, cultural and social ~anage­
ment organs ~ust, within the limits of :heir responsibilities, constantly check ~he imple­
:nentation of law with:i.n :he state apparatus, ensure t.he citizens' 'J3sic rights 3.nd obliga­
tions and che people's right to collective mastery, and strictly and judiciously ~eal with 
acts at variance with the constitution and law. 

T:le mass organizations '.Ji::hin the VFF, basing themse.l.ves on their organizational stz..tutes, 
should actively participate in supervising and .:.ont!:'olling the implementat::"on ,J E :he 
constitution and law by state organs, state employees, organization and association :r.embers 
and the people. 

3. Streng~hen the state apparatus. In coordination with organizing ~he state apparatus 
according to the new constitution, it is necessary to strengthen various organs, -:nhance 
the quality of cadres, change the ",-ork style and streamli::te t;"e st3te appar'3.tus 50 as ~o 
c!1able it ~o function wi:h full effectiveness a~d overcome :Jureaucrat:'sm ane. red ::ape. 

T~e ~ational Assembly and People! s CO' . .mcils at all levels should work in aarnest. ~lational 

Assembly and People's Council deputies should ~aintain constant and close COntact with 
their constituencies, guide them in correctly implementing state decisions, cor:ectl:r 
>:e1ay the people's opinions and aspirations to the organs concer~ed and actively cor.:tri'c:lute 
to handling the people's legi;:::'mate suggestions. 

It is necessary to st7engthen econo~ic managemenc apparatuses at the ce~tral level, in 
various seccprs and localities and at the greassroots level. Autnority and resron5i~ilitie3 
of the general ~anagement organs must be i~creased. ~3nagement organizations of the 
minis~ries and state cOrrL.'!Iissions in various sectors must be impr?ved. 
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!~e ~r:JVinc:'a.i ar.d district .iev.;.l :nust 'Je 'given adequate cnar:age""ent: responsibilities. 
::"1e c.i3~rict-leval :nanagement ap?aratus :nust je ac::i·Jely 3:re:ngtjened. Special importance 
:::'L!,st oe attached to t:-te specialized o::-gans in ,::harge or rotect:'ng law--the People's 
:~urt, People's ?rocuratorates, inspect:'on co~~issions, ~gislation comrr~ssions, and 30 

:orth. :.J help the ::li:lis;::c:!..2.s a:ld stata c.)rnmissior.s =:a orate legal ~rojec:3 and ..:oc:ect.2.:7 
i::.?lament !.aw, i': is :l,ecessary :0 reorganize their legal organizations. T:le trai~ing 
or legal and administrative cadres of the st:al::: at all l.:vels Jiust je :.1rgeatl? streng::'­
::ned. 

--. Acti'lely strive to c:::"eace favorable conditions :or implemen'!:ing the cons'!:itution and 
~£;ec~ a welcome change in :~e economy and 1i:2.. :0 create favorable conciicions ror 
i:1pl.emencing ':he constitution~ it i3 ;1ecessary t:::l actively strive for a ~ielcome c:-tange 
in economic ',Jork and life. :'0 do so, 3.11 levels and sectors :nust reexami:;.e t:!1ei= ,:".-ork 
and .>ec forth concrete targets and measures to effectively implemenc ::--:e resolutions 
of -various ?arty Central Committee plenUI:ls--especially the resolutions of the fi£:~ and 
sixt~ ?arty Central Commic:ee plenums and resoJ..'..ltion 26 of :he ?olitical 3ureau; .Jver­
co~e all immediate difficulties; repel all negative ?henomena; and succes3rully- implement 
:!1e 1.980 state plan '..;hile elaborating and implementing -che 1981 and 198.!.-1985 5-year 
state ?lan5 ~ell. 

_.l..ll ?a:rty and admini3trative committee ec~elons and ::ass organiza:::ions must adopt active 
;neasures co ~Juild and develop 1:he labori:J.g ::reop.!..e! s rignc to co1lecti'Je :nast:ery and 
er.sure the citizens' rights and obligations. -2.specially at the grassroots level. :he 
state should promptly promulgate policies p-:-oviding incentives ror :J..aoorers and ensuri:J.g 
:~e concordance of ,:~e three in1:erest3--the interests of t~e entire ?eople, ':he col:J..2ct:ve 
And the i~dividual. 

Part 7hree 

70 streng'Chen the ?ermanent and close leadership of tt--.e ?arty over che implementation of 
the constitution and laws. 

lhe implementation of ::he conscitution and laws as ,:·;ell as che fulfillment or other casks 
depends an t~e party's leadership and on ehe actions of cadres and party ~embers. A:: 
;::arty committee echelons. from the central to the local levels, :nust constantly concentrate 
on Juilding the administrative apparatus. They :n'L!st truly :-espect the taSKS and authority 
of s;:ate organs. :nust not offer to take the ?lace of these organs i!l discharging thei::: 
casks, must closely lead and supervise ~he implemen~ation or r~e consti~ution and laws 
and must seriously handle any case 'Jf arbitrary for,nulation of :-ulas ana regulations 
,,.;hich cio not comply with the constitution and laws or ""itn o;he ?arty's line and ?olicy. 
:hey ~U3t also seriously handle any violation of the ?eople's collective ~astery. 
?ur~~ermore, party committee echelons ~ust closely guide t~e ?ropaganda and indoct:~~~a­
tion work within the ?arty and among the people regardi~g the content of the consti-
tution in order to raise the sense of responsibility of t:he cadres and people in ::he 
implemencation of the constitution and laws, and they ~ust oppose all enemy allegations 
aimed at distorting and undermining t:his imp1ementatior.. It i.s necessary to orsac.ize 
sessions for cadres and oarty ~embers, especially ~he high-ranking and middle-level 
cadres of ;:he ?arty. to carefull7 scudy the ~asic ?ro'olems regarding the state and 
j'J.ri3ic.iction from a Harxist-L.eninisc viaw-poi:.1t ar.d regarding t:'e ;"ays of leadership 
8ver the 30cialist state. 

A':': par<:y cells :nust indoct:-Ltate and superv-:,sA; ?cJ.rty :nembers on a daily basis to see if 
:hev ·lave set an examole in :'wplementing the constitution and lat~·s. The constitu':ion 
ar.d- laT..Js '~const:itute the basic ~i.ne and ?olic:: of the pa:::ty. They ~ave bee.!l turnea. into 
state laws and syst2.I!J.S to )e compiled ,,,i::;" ~y e'/eryor.e. 
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Any cadra or parcy ~ernber who has commi~ted serious shortcomings and has '~0ngly implemented 
the ?artyrs policy, constitution and stata :"aws must 'Je punished severely and 'Jrompcly. 
Those · ... ho have seriously violated the ?eople':3 c:)llective mastery, .:;lppressed th.: masses 
and failed to ;:.omplv , ... ith the consti-:'...ltion and laws must be :-egarded as ' .. mquali::'ed for 
?arty membership and must be excluded ::::-:)m :he :;art~T. 

The emergence of the constitution of the S~V '.las an important: event in the political li':e 
or our state and ?eople. All our ?arty, ?eople and ar:ned forces must use :he ,:onstit'..!tion 
as a shar? wea-pon in building socialism. de':ending the country. forming socialist aew:nen 
and :Juilding a disciplined and cultured life. They muse resolutely eliminate all negati.~Je 
aspects and acts ::hat affect ;)Qlitical security and .social :lrder and safety. 

''';e are :lOW facing g-reat difficulties in ::lUr ;;conomy and :i£e. However, ~hat cannot ,:.har:.ge 
:he .situation of our country's revolution :hac is con-cinuir.g :0 advance .stead::':':.:. :41 :he 
months ahead, all our ?arty. ?eople and armed :orces ~USt resolutely concentrat~ all 3f:~rts 
on :u£illing :he ?ressing tasks in ::he econom'::'..:, sccial, political 3.nd :'deolog'::'cal domains 
and overcome all difficulties in order :0 step up production and stabil:'ze :he ?eople's 
life. It is important to implement :he consti~ution vractical:y; 3chieve successes, 
results and ~rogress monthly and yearly; and secure c.:Jncrete benefits ~or the masses. 

The party Central Committee is convinced that the promulgation and :'~plementation of :he 
constitution of the SRV will help de'Jelo~ ::he collective mastery of tho: ,.iOrking people. 
step up the strengtheni:1.g of socialist legal systems, build and ?erfect che socialist 
democratic system and create strength for our entire people to achieve ~ew successes and 
implemenc the great President no Chi ~'.!inh IS 3acred testament by Jui:ding a peaceful, 
independent and uniiied Sociali3t Viet:J.am. thus 'Northily cont::ribu1:ing to ::he revolutionary 
undertaking or :he world's people. 

Ai1:er the ~ational Assembly1s promulgation of the constitution, this resolution will be 
?opularized lnd discussed at all levels, down to the part7 cell level. T~e ?arty Secretariat 
will issue i:J.structions for ~roper implementation of this important :'esol'Jtion. 

On behal: of the party Central Committee, [signed] General Secretary Le Juan. 


