
--

DRV 
IV. 2 JIll 75 NORTH VIETNAM 

FILE 

QUAN DOl IlIIAN DAN 1 J1JL ARTICLE ON U.S. MILITARY STRATEGY 
DATE 

l(;r 
Hanoi in vietnamese to Vietnam 14, 0 GMr 1 JIll 75 IlK 

K 1 
SUBJ. 

SUB-CAT. 

",. 
t1N 'e: 

[1 July QUAN DO! NHAN DAN article: "U.S. Forward Strategy and Bridgeheads on the Asian 
continent "] 

[Text] From the end ot World War II to the last days ot April 1975, that 18, betore the 
oouplete defeat ot the U.S. neocolonialist war in Vietnam, the U.S. military ciroles otten 
boasted ot the strong U.S. strategic position in the PacU1c and Asia in the tramework c1' 
its torward strategy with bridggheads on the Asian continent. In their view, this 
strategic position resulted trom the success1'ul establishment of a system of interlocking 
U.S. torward military bases conslsting of several lines. Set up on a string of strategic 
islands and dominating the entire PacU1c, tho tirst line couprises several Army-Navy-Air 
Force couplex bases and stretches trom a group of islands near the Alaska Peninsula in 
North America to the Hawal1an archipelago and the l8lands of Midway, Wake, Guam, Okinawa, 
Japan, Taiwan, the 1'hilippines, and the newest U. S. base on Diego Garcia in the Indian 
ocean. The seoond line ooupr18es bridgeheads establ18hed on the Asian mainland, specifically 
on vast strategic peninsulas such as South Korea, Indochina, Thailand, Malaysia, and 
Singapore, an island attached to the oontinent. The th:lr.d l1ne coupr18es military bases 
located deep in the Asian continent, stretching from strategically important but barely 
accesslble mountain regions inhabited by ethnlc minority groups such as the h1gh1ands of 
South Vietnam and ot northern and south Laos, and the mountain regions in northeastern 
Thailand and northern ~ to several areas ot Iran and Iraq in the Middle East. These 
bases were manned by the U.S. special torces--the Green Berets--once a favorite 01' the 
Kennedy, Johnson and N2xon adm1n18trations. 

As the U.S. military circles saw it, for nearly a third 01' a century this strateglc 
deployment created strong footholds, bridgeheads and springboards tor U.S. military torces 
to take quick on-the-spot actions and absorb subsequent deployment of regional strategic 
reserves or general forces stationed an·'u.s. soil. This strateglc deployment enabled all 
the four U.S. ar1lied servlces--the Army. Air Force, Navy, and Marines--to assist each other 
in carrying out combined operations. The U.S. military circles ceaselessly boasted th~~ 
this ideal strateglc deployment permitted U.S. milltary torces to attack While adv~ncing; 
defend themselves while withdrawing; and attack from the sea, the air. and mountait, areas 
deep behind the enemy '8 linea. It also allowed them to carry out four kinds 01' wal·--rmc1ear. 
general conventional, regional conventional and counterinsurgency--and use various t1ghting 
methods, and so forth. 

However, the painstaking efforts of the White House and the Pentagon over the past nearly 
a third ot a century to bulld this strateglc position have been turned topsy-turvy by the 
powertul 55-day offenslve and uprising ot our armed forces and people in South Vietnam. 
The lJn1ted States has been ousted trom lts bridgehead on the Indochina Peninsula--lts 
most 1Dportant springboard on the perimeter at the Alsan continent. U.S. Milltary circles 
have had to acla10wledge that the U.S. posltion in Thailand and on the Malay 
Peninsula has beoome pl'ecarious, shaky and hardly defensible: that it will be 
dUtlcult tor the Green Berets to remain in Southeast Asia tollowing the loss of their 
main tields and bases ot operation in Indochinal and that the tall of the Jndochinese 
Peninsula br1dgehead will 1nevltably result in the fall 01' other bridgeheads throughout 
this and other coDt1nents. 
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At present, the struggle IIIOve ... nt tor the r8llOft1 ot U.S. lII1lit8r7 bases 18 rising in 

manT places. U.S. mil1tary cOllllll8ntator (Jill _tonI bas written thet the Philippines 

conSiders the anm~nt of the U.S.-Filipino IIIQtua1 defense treaty and the taIre-over 

of U.S. lII1lit8r7 laa.s in that country by the Philippines are cons18tent .itb the 

country's national intereste. S1a1lar vi ... alao prevail in !!bailand. 'DIe !!bais are 

asking: "Isn.t the U.S. role in As18 ended?" Another U.S. 30urral18t. {1Iarren BelBonl 

wrote: U.S. observers reported thet in the waJat of the recent victory ot Hanoi, !!bailand, 

1laJ.an:IA aII4 lIeveral 01;her Sou1;lleaa.t. Asian CClUJ1triell are r8Yieing their .tore1&n policies. 

senator Prank ~ recentlY d8maaded the withdrawal or all u.S: trOops rrcioi'tbe.u1aii" . 

oontinent, 1noludingSouth Korea and !lbailand. 

'DIe U.S. ruling clique, aggreSSive b:v nature. 18 atubbo:t'nl7 opposing this trend. 'DIe 

Pord-It18I11ngar-Scbleaingar cl1que cont1Jl1e1l to clalaDr tor war on the Korean Pen1naUla. 

brand1M1ng .-lear _spons to int1m1dete others. 'DIeir warlike arsu-nte. boWever, 

are onlY a4d1~ tuel to the tire and Will onlY bring them setbaClaI. 


