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POSTWAR PAVN -- SPECIAL STUDY -~ September 1975

A AACRGROULD.  THE FALL CF SOUTH VIETHAM TO THE cuncudISYd
0 22 “T..L 1075 RESULYED IN NGRTH VIETHANIS (MVW) IMIMIRITALCE OF
Valty AtuukvS OF AMERICAN WAR MAYERIEL AHND FOUIPHENT LULNIKG INTO0
BIL[ Lh"\.’ Gi U.J DDLLA(JD ADCED TO THE "‘t\CT THA? IT ”J“ tm.) ?PL
Lﬁf,f:!“rul FORCE ARD S5TRONGESY NMILITARY ECOTLCLIGRHENT IN COUTHEAZY
2A, MVM NQOH RANKS A5 ONE OF YHE HOST oUCCESSFUL AND OvCh ?2CJALLY
_&upt“ CuCZD FORCES N TriE HORLD YODAY.
G GIOUMD FOOCES?S o .

. (4) IN ADDITION TO NAVAL ArD AIR FORCES, THE HORTH VIOTHAMOSE
enty {NvA) CONDSISTO OF THE AEGULAR ARMY, THZ REGIONAL POOLIS, THE
GoLyYiA AND SELFSDCFENGE FORCES, AMD THE RCGETQVES, ALTHUOUCU THE R
CEonLAY ARnY 16 A HELLuonﬁhﬂizﬁD. WELL=EQUIPPED, AHD CATTLEoTIOTCED
Feael READILY ADAPTADLE TO COMVINTIONAL O UNCORVENTIQNAL HALVARC,
" 176 GVERALL CUMBAY CAPABILITY PRODABLY HAS DEEN REUUCED SOLIUHAT
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By_vHE CCAMITHENT OF NVA TROGP3 TU OTHER COUnTRICS JW’ coythzagy !° ( N
Lher. T GOVEVER, TRHE ﬂAHPUhEE"ﬁEPbACﬁﬂE”TrﬁﬂSL 15 R3T CGNIILTNED TO
LE DEPLETED, THZ REGIONAL FoRCES GelQVINCTAL FORCESY, ALE CITYCR
IRUED TrAM THE NMILITIA AND ART FULL=TINE vmozoonDd STirInge coLpIcng,
THFY ARE ESTIMATED TO OF URGLAKIZED ON THC NASIS OF O3 CATYALSON
FFR PRCYINCE, EXCEPT IN SQUTHENN MORTH VIGTHAN HHERE YRS PROVEINLSGS
Have REGIMENTALSIZE UNITG. THEY 4ARC NORUIALLY DIPLOYZD OILY UITVHIN
THZIR HCHE PRCOVINCE, ALTHOUGH THZY ARE HCDTLE AND Cal! CE BEPLOYE
L5 REQUIRED, DOUTH THE MILIYIA AND SELF=DLFENSE FONCEDS ARE PARYO
TeHs ELEMENTS OF THE “MORHE GUARD." THE PRIMARY DIFFELIZNEE OCETHCEN - -
THE Td0 1§ THEIN ORGANIZATIUNAL STRUCTURE, EHILE ¥ho HILITIA T3
OnGeMIZED on A PIQYINCIAL BASIS, THE EELFeNGFENSE UNITS ARI Fonnz
In SCULADS, PLATOONS, 4ND COUPANIES, AND ARZ LOCATED I COVEDRNCNY
0FFPTCES, FaAgQTORIZS aND PLANTS, MERCMANT SHIPS AND TRANLEQD, AND
HpzNeg NO PROVINCIAL BASIS FOR A MILITIA OnGaNIZATION ENIOYO, N
HARTINE, THEGE LIGHTLYwARNED, PARTTINE UHTTS CaM CC CALLCD upon
Tn A5SIST ThE REGULAR FORCES, THERE IS ALSO A LaANGE PCOL OF
RESERYE FORCES WITHIN NORTH VIEYNAK, THIS POJL PGRIS A READY
RESERVE Foa THE NvA GUT CAN ALSO G CALLED uloN To FIOYIDT CADRE
To IHPROVE THE GUALITY OF THE NILITIA AND SELFeRTHENCE pungss,
2 THEZ MVA 15 A uELL TRAINED, COMBATWLFFURTIVE FQRCE CADADLE
OF cOTDINATED DIVISIONoLEVEL CFFENSIVE AnD DEFENSIVE COINVENVEIGHAL
OPERATICNG, AS USLL A5 SUSTAINCD GUERTILLA CANDAIGMS, IT 15 CAPAQLE
o 08 NAINTAINING INTERMAL SLCURIYY Anp REPELLING AGGRIESSI0N DY N:aﬁuavgn#f

2
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SBORTNG COUNTRICS, OTHER THAN THE PiiLe IT 15 CADASLE OF IHVADSHS Y01 zbew
ieAAND CEFLATING 17LITADY FORCES 07 _0THER SOUTHTAST ACIAL LOTETATED, ™ 0. .
AFERCEPTENERE Lin AL NONCOUNUNISY FONCES. RCCCIVE EXTERNAL RLUGKOLGGe  © ..
AHPURS AND SUPPLL_T,  WITh CONGAT=-YRAINED PERSONNEL I1URCT 7O FHVOICAL
FooHannGHIP, THE MV I8 CAPAULE OF HIGHeLEVEL GUCRRILLA WARFARE ARD
Y Bt TRy ACTIVITY IN LAQS, CANOODIA, 2nD THAILAD, anND CONVENe -
KE YQonri s taFARE 1IN SELCCTED AREAG, LEADERSHIP 15 DELICATGD ALD
dei€ars Ll CONESIVE AND DISCIPLINED OLGANTZAYION ASCURID LGYALTY SN
b Viious TIGHY PARTY CONTROL. PRINCIFAL LEHITATIGND ALD CouvIeugng -
st BEEPCUCINCE ON THE U,5,0,.0t, AND THE PRC FUR HAJOR IVCHU 07 nLgvany
o EGUIPHENT, ' ' . Lo
’ (4) DAV MILITARY STRENGTMI : " : - T e
- ARHY 3 _ B 624,000 - .
' NAVYS o ' 3,000 . R A A
. AIR FORCET . = . ' 10,600 * .4 7
o MILITIAL o 1.600,000 ~ S
: PRUVINCIAL AND LUCAL FORCEST 60,0C0 . Y
- §n A00ITION TO THE ATOVE, THERE APE OVER 1,000,003 HILLeTRAINEGD $
FORNZH RVNAF AND POLICE PERGONNEL NOW UNDER DARV/PRS CuNTACL, 00 - -
i o -
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. AvATLABLE apE APProxINATELY 2,000,003 FORNSR PEOPLE!S CELFeDEFENSE
foncE (PSDR) PERSGUNEL HEU HAVE WAD SONE TYFZ OF BILITADY ViRAINING,
YHIS Min SCURCE OF NAMPOLER COULD BE ASSIMYLATED INYO YHI REGULAR
FonegEs IN yll EVENT OF FUTURE HFOSTILITIES, SINCE TH7 TARCOVED 07
Svn, THEiik HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS THAT A nyMngdl oF CILECVED PLLSOHNNEL
Fiu THIS GROUP ARC CIING UTILIZZID IM BILLITS RICUINILS YoCHELCLL
EYPERTISE, le€Eso AIRCRAFT PILGTS, HECHANICS AND IN TCLECCHLUNICA»

TTI0NS,
C. AJR FORCE: THE HORTH VIETHANESE all FONCE (LVAF) IO &
HIGHLY PROPICIENT, WELL@ECUIPFCD, ALD COMDAY EXCIRIENIID uNiT, 1T

HAS 4 PERSOMNEL STRENGTH OF AFEROXIHMATELY 10,0CD AHD An AIDNCRAFRY
SVRENGTH OF OVER 30D COMMUNIST MANUFACYURED AINCRAFT AND A NUNQZR

- OF CAPTUHED U.54 AINCHAFT, ALTHOUGH MOMEBAZED PRTHARTILY AY TP
HORTHEHN AIRFIELDS, THE OMER 380 T2CTICAL FIGHTENS TN Ti!7 AIN
FORCE CAN DEPLOY TO ANY ONE OF AT LEAST THENTY JETeCAPANLE AINFIGLDS
IN THE COUNTRY HITHIN A VERY SHORT TIHE FRAnE, OF TREZZ FIGHTERS,

- THE MIGo21 CUHPR:SES THE PRIMany ATR DCEPENSE THRCAT, ALTYHMCUGH ¥ha

_

| MY6=19'S AND THE IG=171S ARE GFFECTIVELY INTEGRATCD INTQ THE Ovile -

; ALL AIR DEFENSE LYSTEM, THE PRINARY OFFENSIVE THICAT 70 420 "
| ACTEIVITY ALONG TiiZ NVN PERIPHERY wILL COME FRON THE NYAF HIG"D1,84 -
OF wHICH THERE ARE OVER 73, INCLUDING IN EXCESS OF 20 ALLelEAYIIEA,
EyvenDED RANGE FISHBED J NODELS, YTHE NVAF ALSO POSEDSIZS A HSDE0Y
LIGuT LONPEZR FORCE O0F G I1Le20/GZAGLES AND A SHALL RHUNCSY OF TA271o

[

P CALLY CONFIGUREZD ANe2/COLTS, AT LEAST 37 Fol AND G2 Acl? AlCCRAPY -

' igne CAPTURED DUTING THE FALL OF SOUYH VIETHAN. AIN TOANGLOGT

S CaPpDILITY IS ADUDUATE FOH MYN NEEDS &MD IHCLUBES A VALTISTY CF [ 4¢1 1)

CAMD HZAVY FIXED=YING AIRCHAFT AND WELICOPTCRS, FRIO0D V3 T2 FALL

L OF SAIGON, THE VHAF FLEW THE QULK OF FLYACLE A=37'S T0 VHASLAND,

1 60 AN APUROMINATE HUNGEA OF FLYADLES 15 FROJACLY LESO THAD FIFvY

{ PERCENT OF THE ¢2 IN QUESTION, THE NVAF CGULD ERQRAGCLY OPCRASE AtiD

FHagNTATN APPRONIMATELY 15=20 AINCRAFT IN A WIGH CTATE GF CePIcICLRY

'Yo ENPLOIT A hILITARY OPPORTUNITY BY STRIPPING PANTS FLEN NGlo
FLyaltG AINCRAPT. OVER A PCRIOD OF A FEW VEARS YHIG RUGISO SnguLd
0FNTIIIGi AS THE USAGE FACTOR GOES UP UNLEIS HEANS ARZ GLVELCELD §2
GUDPLSCATE GPARE PARTO, THURE ARE OVER 460 CAPTUNED Utied 1LULYCCPYGRO
It THE HANDS GF THE NVAF, THIS REPRESCENTI A SIGNIFEICANT FCRCE §D
PRovEnInG HOBILITY TO GROUND FORCES AMD FROVIDING LOGINTICS CURsgnNT,
VU6 AIRCOAFT CUULD BE FLOUN HITH A NINTGUN OF TOATNING CY NULR
PFooLE, DY SHEER BUNDENS OMLY, THEY ARE CAPAODLE OF FLYIUG THECS
CuOPPERS Fon nANY YEARS YO coOnE, ' o

: D, HNavalL FOHGES: THE RORTH VIETNAMESE MAVY 15 A CUHALL CGADTAL
PATROL FORCE NITH A MOOEST CAPAGILITY FOR QURPRISE cnuic: H305:L0

(G7vi) OR TORPEDO DOAYT AYTACK, IT HAS A PERSUNNCGL GVRENGTH GF
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ApyILLERY, VvEHICLES, anD LOmUnICATIONS CoulPncuT HAVE CCEN PRGVIDED”"j
CIn THIS WAY,  Tuls FONZIoH LOGIGYIC suitpony Halh CZin 4 SIGLIFIcANY
FACTOR IN MaKING THE hya THE 1BOST FRFECTIVE FOSCU In GOUTHUEASGT
4514, CURRENT SUPPLY LEVELS, THz ADEQUACY 0F Yaanapgoy SYSYENG,
AND THE EFFECTIVERESS oF THE SUPPLY anD MATHTENANCE SYIYER PCCZ NO
CsubDING LIniTATIONS ON nva OPERAYIONS  GIVEN YHE nyarg LACK or
HATFRIEL SELF=SU'FICICNCY, SIGNIFICANTY DUCREASES I LGQvIET anp
CHINEGE HILIVARY AlD LOULL EVENVUALLY OEGizapE QVERALL niLITARY
CapaBlLITIES, ‘ i ' :
(3)  HORTH VIETNAMIG SHIPYARDS ARE BELIGVED capapLC oF PRODUCING
EanE SMALL PATROL CRAFT aAnD PROVIDING ROUYEING MATNTENANCE AnD
REPAIR.  THE HAIPHONG NAVAL BASE HAS THE pogy EQUIPEED rRepain YARD)
HouiVER, EXTEMSIVE REPAINY NUST BE PERFoRNHED IM THE BPRC., vHE TaTAL
DFGENDENCE om CXTERNAL SOURCES ron gHifs, ARMANENTS, CLECTRGnlCS,
AMD SPARE PanTS IS A MAJOR AMD CDNTINUING_LOSIS?ICAL PLACSLEN,
(4) THERE IS MO INDIGENODUS AIRCRAFT IHoUSTRY, ALl AIGCRARY .
Of1n6 PRCCURED rFrign CRTERNAL spuneccs, THENE I8 CELILVYED 90 CZ a
LINTTED LUT FULLoRANGE AIRCRAFY HAINTENARCE CAPAGILITY AT Prug YEM -,
anp THREE OTHER nadon GAGES, cCuingsgs HATHYENANCE FaDEL TEGY ARg
NO LONGER consYpshin NECESSANY, NMINOR SURVICING CaM Poadely e
PERFONNED AT alLbL nGRTH VIETHANCSE A& Dacgs, DECPIVE TU2 CoMPLETE | L
ARSENCE OF DOLESTIC PROOUCYTION, THE AIR FORCE 1S ANRLY SUPPLIED o :
UEYH VAR MATEWIEL DY ITS COnngnIsT ALLIGS, : oo
- (V) THE NORTH VIEYNARLZSE RE GELIEVED CAPADLE opf HAZNTATNING - .
HOSY OF THE VAST avount OF UsS, HZAPOMS AN EQUIPHEHT nnn ungta - -
VHEER COMTROL. MQST uF THISE WERE CAPTURED Op supnEnpeRzp Yo S
ConnunlsT FORCES IuTACT AND IN wORNING 0NGcZ, FGR CCutrnizny RECU104772
ING NAINTENANCE, SPARE PARTS ARE UNDOUDTELLY AVAILACLE FRGY ADAMNe
USHFD SOUTH VIETNAKESE DEPOTS aND WAREHDUSGES, HOy RAFICLY THZgo
OT00KS nilE CEPLETED LOULD QZPLND yrON The UNRNOWIN, Tho LETUAL ,
A:Gunt® ob SpARE BARTS AVAILAGLE AND YHE AQSLITY GF THI COrliuniays
TD nATCH THE GIUE ASSORTHENY OF SpanE PARYS WITH EMD ITENG, L
L2palns, MEVERYHELESS, CAN ofF ACCOMPLISHED THRGUGH CAHHEG&LXEA?EUN'.1-°
L2 eGULD pe HOMESPHOOLUCLED FoOR ITENS WHICH COULD CE gassLy HANY= Y .
ecrunco, : =
Fo MISSILES: THE MORTH VIEYMANESE ARE BECLICVYVED To POJSECY ag . - -
Hety A5 250 sovieT SA=2/7C0UIDCLINE SULFACC=900ATR NISSILE avayYen :
LousCHERS uITe AN INvenYuly of FOuR NIGSILES FGR CacH LaunInin, B
OTNCE JaNueny 1073, THE SOVIES S4e3/6G0A SUGFACCTOuASLR HYGOILE O0vDe -
YCO HAS ENTERED ThE HORTH VICYNANCSE SAn TnvENYGaY, E3VELAYES o
Gensl FROM 46 Y0 32 LAUNCHERS HITH EIGHY NTSSILES FoRr Cacy LAUNGHEN,
I AGDITION, THE MOHYH VIETNANESE ThVENTORY INCLUDES & LaRCZ -
Butinil OF SOVIET SA=7/GRAJL SURFACESTO=AIR MISSILES C
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APLRUXINATELY 3 QU8, §IT | . . o

ING INVENTERY 1re, uasotol SONZ 1,705 p

52 oF Hurcgfznéhghg?t?asoqs 05 CRaFy Ugnggggggxfgnv:qc ATLOAT,
SuspL, PATROL=TYDE vEe;ﬁvaYPE' THE CONMDAYANT EL-"ﬁLE?AC?URE'. .
KOUAR GUIDED mysotLe pecco! IMCLUDING SQeyagyase ZHENTS COuSISY gp
LOATS OF THe siavonosniniok 00ATS, pATROL ponpzag- oo ARING citactn,
HaS PROVIDED ThZ pavy hoHAL IT cLass, yue FALL opooTdr ALD Clfie -
HOST OF GnICH aRE hpvencoood TO SEVERAL nunpnig auneoouiM VECinan -
C4PTURED GV BLUE waten naws ok, O0ATSs HOWEVER, The seuiok CAAPT,
OILITY 4np Range, | oF NAVE SHIPS WILL emnancs e LooitiOn o7
' Es LogIsries; - . - _AV?'D FLENSe

YR A DIRECTURATE OF R i : - ' .
EAR SENVIcEs 138 neap .
- guatICLeE -

FOR PLUCULENENT, STonage

SUBEGIT YHE AevivepionOCe AND DISTRIBUTION pF f o P

8725 unoia e Geneace OF THE ARMED Forces, suanntiC0, BICUSTED 1o
FOR HALDL TG apﬁéstcLLgI?EEIQRATE_OF RE AR ssnu}éﬁgxfﬁih R
HEOTCAL SuPPLIZS, pEtn GISTIC FumcYIOnS, syps A L8 RCCoonszoLg
¢ (ETROLLUN, AND ammanENT,  THo ﬁuﬂgﬁgnggﬁfs?un Ao

PICND GLNECTCNe

ATE, FOR Exatp(g ;
HAUPLE, I5 RESPONSIGLE F
OR SUPERVISING puniz5vye o
HIOYIC ERGrucvien
1 ulZG”

or n??f AMD ANGUNITION
: ¢) HITH THE Exccpry
ALL OYHER wyLrTapy o oPTION OF capyypep gy, g :
Yhe S0uter 3u§£3';RH$TERI“L USED BY TnE NG,'"ngEE?EL'_EDA:?KCALLy
ACRNSS CHIwga, "OUERNHEQS?E;EA”D MOGT HaS gECy ?hXﬁfpég;gg?ED FRGa
Lo 'ENT, INCLUDING nEaPQus, amms o0V RAZY
. - ON5, antiagngnas
o Shandd enary
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