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ARMY JOURNAL (oN IENIII AN~ NATIONAL DEFI!!lSE 
Hanoi in Vietnamese to Vietnam 11130 Gill' 23 May 76 ow [First part of Dang Thanh artlale publ1shed in May T4P CllI QUAN DOI mlJlN DAN: "Lenir. 

and the Problem of Defending the SocialIst Fatherland "] [Ten] Analyz1ng the unequal development of capitalism in the imperial1st stage while 

creatIvely developing Marx and Engels' doctrine aOMerntng proletarian revolution. Lenin 

presented a fallPus argument: Socialism cannot Simultaneously achIeve success in all 

oountries. but it can achieve sucoess at first in a small number of' countries or In a 

single country. The success or the Russian October RevolutIon and the emergence of the 

first socialIst state in human hIstory has eloquently proven the correctness of Lenin's 

eonclusion. 
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r·;eanwhllc, Lenin developed Engels' thought concerning the pl'Oleta,,1at's selt-defense 
following its t"iumph over the bourgeoisie at home and, to" the fi!'st time, advanced an 
a,.gurnont concerning defense ot" the socialist fatherland and of socialiam, which is con­
sidered the fatherland. In many articles, he affi!'med: If it is essential that social-
ist r~olut1on achieve success at first in one country or a small number ot countries, the 
defense of the sooialist t"atherland is also essential beca""., following the SUccess of 
any proletarian revolution, it i3 impossible to avoid a situation 1" which the bourgeoisie 
i:l othel' count,·ies see.< '"ay" to exterrninate the victorious proletariat in the SOcialist 
oo·.:ntry. He pOinted out: It io necessary to defend the SOCi.1Ust fathe!'land. We nave 
beco,"e defenders of the country since 25 October 1917. Since this date, we have advooated 
defending the fatherland and the Russian Soviet Socialiat Republic. He reminded Soviet 
~adres, party m.embers and citizens to tal:.e precautions and improve ''our- national de:fense 
capabilities and those of our students just as we l-lould care tor our most treasured th1ngs. rr Lenin's teachings, as well as the realities at" the revolutionary struggle in Russia and 
the world over in the put halt" a century 0" more, nave arfi!'med this truth: So long as 
imperialism still exists in the world, in order to advance proletarian revolution in each 
countr,' toward complete succ&ss, construction or socialism IllU8t be coupled with the derenae 

of the socialist fatherland. This 1s a great concept or Lenin's military thought and one 
of the basic issues of !II1.rxism-Len1nism regarding socialist revolution. This concept 
evolved from a scientific analYsis of the reactionary and bellicose nature of imperialism, 
deep-rooted economic causes of imperialist aggression, and irreconcilable contradictiOns 
between capital1sm and socialism. Theretore, defense of the socialist fatherland is an 
eosential, objective requirernent. It !'erleats the fieroe class struzgle in a country 
where the proletariat has just seized power and proletarian dictatorship is newly estab­
lished. At the same time it reflects the fterc:e class struggle during the enti!'e trans­
ition period when capitalism 1s shifted to socialism all ove!' the wo"ld. Strengthening national defense and defense ot the SOcialist fathe!'land is aimed not only 
at firmly maintaining the proletarian administration and pl'Otecting the gains of the 
socialist revolution in a country. It 1s also aimed at t"ll'mly maintaining and consoli­
dating the forces on the battleground of the world "evolutionary movement and of 80cialism 
and at contributing to liberating the working p&aple in other countries. Theretore, de­
fending the socialist fatherland is both a sacred national duty and a noble international 
obl1gation of any country which has successtully conduoted a socialiat revolution. In view of the importance and enor..,us s1gnificance or the undertaking to JIl'Otect the 
socialist fatherland, Lenin severely condenmed opportuniam in this matt.... He also 
sternly criticized relaxation of v1gllance, infatuation with successes, the practice ot" 

deceiving oneself with the illusion that one is the stronger after winning victories, and 
negligence in perrot·ming national det"ense tasks in a country where the proletariat has 
wOn in the struggle. 

Lenin pointed out: Importance must be attached to defense 01' the socialiat fatherland. 
To do otherwise is completely erroneous and, nonrevolutiona"y. He called upon all social­
ist w,,!cers and citizens to cons ide!' detense ot" the socialist fatherland thei!' sao"ed 
obligation and glo"ious "esponsibility. When thei!' socialist fatherland is invaded, they 
::-rust b!'ing their for<'!es into l'ul1 Pla~' to annihilate the e!1enlY and protect their country. 
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While engaged 1n construoton during peacetime, they must heighten their vigilance, strengtnen 

their nat10nal defense capabilities to a maximum, and be ready in every respeot to defend 
their social1st fatherland. 

Lenin not only devised the 'concept of building national defense of a socialist state and 
protect1ng the socialist fatherland, but also pOinted out the basic issues concernin,; 
organization and construction of this national defense. In correctly evaluating the 
decisive role of the maSses in the revolution, the armed uprising and the revolutionary 
war, Marx and Engels as well as Lenin once pOinted out that the liberatton war and the self­

defense wal'" of the oppres-sed peoples had to be an all .. peoples national war. Lenin 
part1cularly valued this viewpoint 1n the course of leading and carry1ng out the war to 
protect the young Soviet .tate against the bandits ins1de and :outslde the country and 1n t:le 

COU"ro.. or disc uss1ng the war to protec t the soc lallst fatheT'land. The people! s intent 
in the war to protect the fatherland 15 by nature elosely and entirely linked with the 
people's intent 1n the national defense tasks to protect the socialist !'atherland. 
In wa~time all the people participate in war; in peacetime all the people fulf!ll thei~ 
national defense obligation. The nattonal defense of a soela11st state must be an a11-
people national defense. Lenin said: IIIn fulfilling their absolute" duty, all laboring 
people vill do thei~ utmost to restore and intenSity the r.ational defense capability of 
our country." Lenin stressed that it 1s necessary for all the pe""ople to constantly aphold 
vigilance in face of the imperia.llsts' acts of sabotage and aggression. Be fully 
aware of the duty to proteCt the soc1alist fatherland. and adopt a strict attitude toward 
national defense. All the people, including farmers, all strata of laboring people, and 
mainly male and remale youth must partiCipate in the organizations for the protection of 
SOCialism ~d must be trained in military 'arts. It is l"'.ecess.lry to :nilitarize all the 
people in Qrder to strengthen thiS base and to build"the peoole's a~ed forces to serve as 
a core fOr the building of socia11s:n on a mass1ve sca'le so as to intenSify the country's 
potential tor economiC and national defense. Lenin greatly upheld the role or mass 
organizatIons u.nder the leadersr.ip of the JNlrty 1.'1 "mobili::in;:; all ti-:e people to participate 
1:1 the tasks of national defense. Once the task to protect tr .. e socialist fat!1erland has 
become the revolutionary task of all the people, then. accordir.g to Lenir, it will be the 
firmest guarantee for the integr1ty of the socialist fatherland L: dealing 'o'/lth vic tory 
in the imperialists' wa~ of agg~es.ion. 
Lenin considered war as a challenge fol' all "economic forces and organized rorces in each 
nation. Therefore, in order to ltn a victory in the war to safeguard the fatherlar.d, 
there must be a strong comprehensive national defense. ThiS must be trie result of protracted, 

hectic, resolute, persiste~t and disc1pl1ned work On a mass basis. This ~assive effort. 
which includes all aspects--political, spi-ritual, economic, a!1d military--will create 
pol1tical and spi!'itual ur.an1mity. To establish !'evolut1ona~y discipline in a very steady 
manner, build a socialist economy, cor.solidate the rear, and. intensify r::11itary forces 
it is necessary to bu1Jdap'tential for comprehensive defense for the country. The building 

or national defense car ... '1ot be a separate taskj it is entirely linked witi1 the building of 
socialism. By building a socialist economy with modern industry and agriculture, tr!ere 
will be a strong steadfast national defense. Therefol'e, it 1s necessary to Closely a~d 
comprehensively coordinate intensification or the" pote!'!tlal with constant building and 
consolidation of national defense strength. 


