USSR AID TO VIETNAM: May 1979

: Since the outbreak of war on
the Sino-—VxeLnamese border on ]7¢h February
there has been a dramatic'increase in
Soviet military aid o Vietnam, Most
military aid js delivered in Soviet merchant
ships, which are ATms carriers, The only
details we have of the €argoes are limited to
the deck cargoes, such ag trucks and
Aaircraft, Detajls of the number of arms

since 1973 are;

Year No, of Armg Carriers
B ‘

1973 . 4
1974 3
1975 . 35
1976 11
1977 16
1978 28

Since the beginning of 1979
Soviet arms carriers have delivered more
than 53, 0po tonnes of military rmaterje] to
Vietnamese ports. Up to 7th May this has
involved 40 arms carriers, and more vessels
are en route to Vietnam(l). The materjel

heavy ferries; a POLNOCNY-class LsSM
(delivered on 1p0¢h May and not includeq in the
tonnage) and two SHERSHEN-class patrol
boats (delivered on 13th April); and a large
amount of unspecifieq military materie],

This is almost double the tota) Soviet
deliveries to Vietnam in 1978,

(77 ships a week. This numb

| the weekly average for the latter part of 1‘?78

:iand is 65 percent of all ships that are tra.dzing

with Vietnam. The average number of Soviet

. merchant vessels in Vietnamese ports each

“day is 28, The cargoes of these ships are not
usually specified; therefore,a great deal

_ more military equipment could have been

- delivered to Vietnam than we can account for.
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The arms carriers are only a
emall proportion of the Soviet vessels that
are engaged in trade with Vietnam, " So far
this year the number of Soviet merchant
vessels trading with Vietnam has averaged

Note

I. On 26th May nine Soviet arms
carriers were reported to be en
Toute to Vietnam, Some of the
more important cargo includesg
703 trucks on a roll-on/roll-cif
ship bound for Da Nang; 12 «
MiG-2] (Fishbed) aircraft and
16 aircraft-ag s0ciated Crates;

a medium landing craft; angd
¢ylindrical stee) storage containers,
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