
SOVIET NAVAL ACTIVITY IS OBSERVED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

During December 1980, 
, Soviet naval activity in Southeast Asia was high­

lighted by the 110rt call of two Soviet naval vessels 
at Kompong Som, Kampuchea, and b the estab­
lishment of a naval shi de aussin area at am 
Ran ay, Vietnam. e port vIsit y these Soviet 
naval combatants ~o Som was the first 

that s'iilCe 

gence collection ship :~;:i~~~~~~~~~~! 
Class frigate began ;~nducting 
Gulf of Thailand. Arrival of the at Kompong 
80m on approximately 12 December was confirm-

with magnetic influence exploders. Also, sub­
marines with high magnetic fields are more sus­
ceptible to tracking by magnetic anomaly detec­
tion (MAD) equipment. Configurations similar to 
that seen at Cam Ranh Bay have been noted at 
Petropavlovsk and other shipyards in the Soviet 
Union; it may be associated with submarine de­
gaussing activity. A recently arrived Sovi s­
porter dock is moore m t e Immediate vicinit of 
t e are ; cou con am e ran e terminal 
sIgn ure equipment. separate epermmg instal­
labon to physlcaUy reduce the magnetic signature 
would not necessarily be collocated with the de-

ed by overhead photography. The ships are be­
lieved to have departed on approximately 20 De­
cember. Soviet naval authorities also visited the 
installatiqn during this' port call, which may indi­
cate that Soviet naval combatants will use the port 
in the future. 

. A degaussing area deline­
ated by four buoys in a rectangular pattern has 
also been placed approximately 3 nautical miles 
southeast of the Cam Ranh Bay naval facility. 
Such an installation is typical of a 

record the ~~~;;~;iY 
any nan 

would be mere vulnerable to mines 

. gaussing range, but generators for the .large 
amount of electrical power required might also be 
housed in the transporter dock. Historically, vari- ' 
ous types of Soviet submarines have made visits ' 
to Cam Ranh, and thiS degaussmg faclhty may be : 
~ated to future Soviet submarine actIvIty Within ~ 
~a. 

These recent developments represent addi­
tional examples of the gr:lwing Soviet interest in 
Southeast ASia. I~ uSSR's capability to support 
tb.; Soviet fleet withm the region may 6e in­
creasmg. 






