
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

General Indications of Program Needs 

(U) At present an overall Army program, having a specified organiza­
tional structure and carefully delineated areas of responsibility for the 
utilization of dogs in military tasks, does not exist. There are a number 
of dog programs. which have been described in the preceeding pages, but 
these are mostly independent of one another and uncorrelated. Many of the 
people interviewed during the course of this study spoke of the need for a 
coordinated Army Dog Program. The current fragmentation of the various 
dog activities ranges from long-range research and development efforts to 
the utilization of some 2500 dogs in the field. Many of those participating 
in the current dog programs cannot understand how the need for a coordinated 
program could continually go unnoticed, especially when they were producing 
a produot that is so weIr received by those who use dog teams. 

(U) The military dog team should be equated to a reconnaissance and 
surveillance system, and the ability of the dog programs to grow continually 
during wartime (see App B) is ample proof of their effectiveness. This is 
particularly striking in a nation with the most technologically sophisticated 
military hardware. 

(U) The obvious conclusion is that military dog teams perform 
reconnaissance and surveillance missions that cannot yet be duplicated or 
matched in effectiveness by other devices. Until dog teams can be out­
performed by other means, the requirements will continue. Thus, the 
Army Dog Program should be a permanent part of the Army Force Structure 
and the A rmy Concept Program. 

(U) In the past, the maintenance of a dog capability, was apparently 
difficult to justify during peacetime. A review of the history of military 
dogs from World War II to the present has been one of continually increasing 
wartime demands, both in quantity and variety of missions. Between wars 
the picture is one of near total disbanding of the military dog capahility, 
and consequent frantic bllt delayed huildup after fighting began again. 

(U) The creation of an overall A rmy Dog Program as a permanent 
jJart of the force structure should provide stability and viability during 
peacetime and prevent dissipation of the capability. This stability is 
particularly important because of the short life of the system. Both 
components of the dog system, the handler and the dog, have short operating 
lives compared to a hardware system, so that a continuous production system, 
even at low levels, is necessary in peacetime, with a capability for rapid 
expansion. 

(U) The expansion can be rapid for some dog types, such as sentry and 
on-leash scout dogs, which have relatively short training periods, assuming 
that facilities and trained instructors are available. Other components of 
the dog program, such as tracking teams, require much longer lead times, 
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and thus should have a greater peacetime capability to compensate for the 
slower expansion capability. 

(U) There are devices proposed or in development that are competitive, 
in some ways, to the military dogs. On the other hand. the current dog 
R&D programs indicate that we have not yet exhausted the limits of the dog's 
potential. The adoption of an overall A rmy Dog Program should also gl ve 
some stability and direction to the currently fragmentary dog research and 
development program. The competitiveness among dog programs (such as 
multipurpose dog instead of simple single-purpose dog) and the introduction 
of new hardware devices. will gradually increase in the future. This con­
clusion generates another, that it is becoming increasingly important to 
gather good objective data on the effectiveness and cost of these dog programs. 

(U) Meanwhile. the demand for military dogs will continue to increase, 
at least for the near term future. Operations in Vietnam and Malaysia have 
shown that dogs do make a valuable contribution to counterinsurgency 
operations. Long-range projections show that the anticipated conflict 
environment of the next several decades is going to be characterized by a 
multiplicity of low-intensity wars brought about by so-called "wars of 
national liberation." Currently, the infiltration of guerrillas across the 
Korean DMZ has stimulated an interest in using dogs to locate the guerrillas. 

(U) A potential requirement exists for dogs that can be used to help 
quell domestic civil disorders. Dogs are effective when used to patrol 
areas of high crime rates and it is reasonable to assume that they would be 
effective in helping to control or disperse large unruly crowds. There are 
some operational problems involved in using dogs against men in a civil 
disorder situation, but these problems can be solved through careful 
training and effective law support. For example, a dog being used to 
control mobs has to have the capability of sufficient discrimination to 
apprehend a person actually committing such a serious crime as arion. 
looting. or assault, as opposed to those who are milling in the area. 

(U) There are a number of reasons why the Army should initiate 
action to develop a balanced dog program, responsive to worldwide require­
ments; these reasons are summarized below: 

1. The slow. continued overall growth in the requirements for 
military dogs now reaching peak levels for the war in Vietnam. 

2. The prOjected low-intensity conflict environments for several 
decades in the future; dogs have proved to be effective in lOW-intensity 
warfare. 

a. The increasing use of Army units to restore order to riot­
torn arcas of the United States; dogs could make a villuable contribution to 
the control of such situations. 

1. The nced to maintain a vianle operational capability and a 
reHcarch and development acU vity du ring peacetime. 

(U) The following I'Icetions present eonclu~Ions pertinent to specific 
dog proJ..,rram 8. 



Sentry Dogs 

(U) The following col1clusions about sentry dogs have been made. 

1. The moultorship of the Provost Marshal General and the 
contribution of the Air Force to the training of A rmy sentry dogs and d~g 
handlers bave produceH an efficient program. which is responsive to the 
Army'. worldwide requirement for sentry dog teams. The program. because 
of the shared Army-Air Force interest. does not have any problem areas 
that slln1ficantly degrade the overall quality of the men and dogs taking part 
in t)IIe program. 

2. 111e experience being developed by the A rmy sentry dog teams 
ID Vietnam needs to be closely examined for the documentation of possible 
contributions to the doctrinal literature. The employment of sentry dog 
teams in a lOW-intensity warfare environment has required the development 
of new method. and techulques of conducting physical security operations 
with c::IotJl. This information should find its way into the omcial manuals. 

3. Many commeute were received as to the acceptability of the 
tratuJ.UI methods and techniques that are contained in the Army's only 
manual that is speCifically directed toward dogs. FM 20-20. 

4. The dogs raised in one country are, Uke humans, susceptible 
to iDdtpnous diseasel in foreign climates. Careful medical attention is 
necessary to keep the dogs healthy and effective. 

5. Only carefully selected volunteers should be accepted as dog 
haneDere. Mea. experienced in working with dogs in combat have expressed 
the opiulon numerous times that for the sentry dog program to accept any­
thing less than this would be a waste of time, money, and manpower. It 
is more important to have volunteers. from whatever branch of the Army, 
than to have to use non-volunteers from only one branch of the service. 

Scout Dogs 

(U) The following conclusions about sentry dogs have been reached: 

1. The current operations in Vietnam have brought forth a renewed 
enthusiastic support for the use of A rmy scout dog platoons. The general 
overall performance of men and dogs in the field has been excellent in 
spite of the fact that they have been the result of a crash program. 

2. A permanent, functionally organized school is needed to handle 
the Army's requirements for scout dog platoons and replacement personnel. 
The creation of this school would provide the follOWing: 
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• A program capable of producing the MOS needed to retain 
the developing expertise . 

• A flexibility to meet expanding or contracting requirements 
adequately. 
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• An ability to stabilize the instructional hase by obtaining 

some foreign service immunity . 

• A capability for receiving and evaluating the results of the 
training program after the men and dogs have gone into 
combat. 

Combat Tracker Teams 

(C) The following conclusions have been reached in regard to combat 
tracker teams: 

L The US Army combat tracker platoons are doing an extremely 
effective lob locating enemy forces; they are a valuable asset to the using 
field commander. Field commanders who have been exposed to the 
capabillties of the tracker teams are usually very reluctant to release the 
teams upon completion of the assigned missions. 

2. The combat tracker teams will be even more successful in future 
operations after the staffs and unit commanders become more familiar with 
the teams' limitations and capabilities. 

3. The only source of training for the US Army combat tracker 
teams is the British Jungle Warfare School in Malaysia. Since this school 
may become a victim of British worldwide mUitary retrenchment, the 
development of a combat tracker program in CONUS is required. 

4. There is no tracker team doctrine in Army field manuals. The 
published doctrinal guidance that does exist is in alUed documents, but it is 
not current with US operations in Vietnam. 

5. The mission of a tracker team demands that the personnel 
making up the t~am be volunteers. Anything less than this will be a waste 
of money, manpower, and probably Uves. 

Off-leash Scout Dogs 

(U) The following conclusions have been reac¥d in regard to off-leash 
scout dogs: 

1. The idea that a dog, working off the leash. ahead of a patrol 
unit. is able to provide a Significant contribution to "point reconnaissance" 
has been demonstrated as a sound and militarily feaSible concept. However, 
as with the regular on-leash scout dog. the off-leash scout dog should be 
viewed as an extension of the reco'1.1wissance capabiUtles of the patrol and 
not as a replacement for any of the9(~ patrol C9.pa',1l1tiea. 

2. The work done by the rail, 'le Behavi( r Laboratory at the 
Uni vcrsity of Maryland and the US I 1 III r Limited War Laboratory haa 8hown 
that German Shepherds can be taug~ r ~. ~rfor1&" ""ff-leaah reconnai8sance 
tasks. One of the results of this r~", ... atch effort has been the formulation 
of a training guide for off-leash scout dogs. 

3. This training guide will be used as Fort Benning begins to train 
a large number of off-leash scout dogs, but it can benefit from training 
innovations and feedback information from the field. 
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Mine and Tunnel Dogs 

(11) The following conclusions have been reached in regard to mine and 
tunnel dogs: 

1. The mine and tunnel program would add an additional specialized 
dog capability that the, field commander could call upon to solvc specific 
operational problems. 

2. It is too early to make any judgment about this research llnd 
development program. The program must have its operational test in 
Vietnam before any overall conclusions can bc drawn. 

Recom mendations 

(U) The conclusions given above for the various speCific dog programs 
lead to recommendations for action in each of the areas. These specific 
recommendations are stated below for each program. In addition, these 
specific individual recommendations can be combined into an overall action 
and study program. 

Sentry Dogs 

(U) The follOWing recommendations concern sentry dogs: 

1. The procurement of sentry dogs should remain with the Air 
Force; the Air Force is meeting the Army's requirements, and at less cost 
in money and manpower than if the Army did its own procurement. 

2. The Air Force should continue to train the sentry dogs required 
for Army CONUS facilities. 

3. The Army training program should concentrate on the Pacific 
Theater and its special requirements. The Army Field Manual l"M 20-20 
should be revised and updated to incorporate new and improved training 
techniques and new d,octrtne and utilization methods developed in the 
counterinsurgency environment. 

Scout Dogs 

(U) The following, recommendations concern scout dogs: 

1. A permanent, functionally organized school should be established 
to handle the Army's requirements for scout dog platoons and replacement 
personnel. This will permit Army personnel to volunteer for the program 
and will create a ChI'eer field in A rmy dog training and employment. It will 
also create some stability in the instructional base. 

2. An o}lerational evaluation should be conducted in Vietnam to 
obtain objective data on the effectiveness of the on-leash scout dog team, 
which can then be used for comparison with that of the off-leash scout dog 
team. The program will also prrwide better doctrine and utilization informa­
tion which can be inc,;;'poratcli into training programs and field manuals. 
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Combat Trackcr 'rcDms 

(C) The following recommendations concern comh,at tracker teams: 

1. Doctrinal guidance should be developed from thc British 
experience plus the current US experience in Vietnam, and it should be 
incorporated into A rmy field manuals. The guidance should be provided to 
familiarize the using unit commanders with the capabilities and limitations 
of combat tracker teams, as well as provide useful guidance to the team 
members themselves. 

2. The US Army should develop a combat tracker training program 
and school in CONUS. It should eventually replace the British Jungle Warfare 
School as our source of trained personnel and instructors. 

3. Only volunteers should be selected for tracker team personnel. 

Off-leash Scout Dogs 

(U) The following recommendations apply to the off-leash scout dog 
program: 

1. A morc thorough operational evaluation of off-leash scout dogs 
should be conducted in Vietnam to obtain bettcr data on the preferred doctrine 
and utilization. The data can also be used in a comparison with the on-leash 
scout dog program with which it competes for personnel and training 
facilities. 

2. If the off-leash scout dog is acccpted as a permanent part of the 
dog program, the training guide developed hy thc Canine. Bcha vior Laboratory 
and the Limited War Laboratory should he updated by the Victnam results and 
incorporated in the appropriatc Army ficld manuals. 

Mine and Tunnel Dogs 

(U) It is recommended that thc research and development program for 
mine and tunnel dogs should be continued through operational evaluation to 
determine the feasibility of the system. 

Overall Program 

(U) Dog teams can hc viewed as a rcconnaissancc and surveillance 
system capable of provkling a highly specialized support to maneuvering 
infantryelcmc!lts. As sueh, they provide specific capabilities more 
effectively than electromechanical devices designed to perform the same 
type of task. There are no quantitati ve data available to support the above 
statement, but this is thc expressed opinion of many who have worked either 
directly or indtrectly with mllitary dogs. 

(U) Any) t)connais ~ance system needs a carefully planncd program to 
cnsure that alj a!.'cas ir:.portant to the development and utilization of the 
system rec(~he the required attention. For the J\rmy, this ranges from 
research and dcveJopTcnt to the development of doctrine for field use. The 
overall recorr.mfmdutitJn 1'$ that varlOUB individual dog programs be organized 
and integrated into OTl(: Army Dog Program with control at a suffiCiently 
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hilh level to provide continuity and stability through the various levels of 
war and peace that will occur in the future. To develop and justify the 
specifics of such a plan will require several studies and activities, which 
are outlined below. 

(U) The first thing that needs to be done is to conduct an operational 
evaluaUon for each type of military dog currently in the Army: sentry dog, 
scout dog (including off-leash), combat tracker team, and mine and tunnel 
dog. TheBe studies would be oriented toward the gathering of operational 
data on the effectiveness of various dog capabilities and their cost in terms 
of manpower, aupply, logistics, and training. Portions of the operational 
evaluation for each dOl capabUity could be oriented toward comparing 
various capabUlty factors with those that exist for electomechanical devices 
that are able to perform comparable tasks. Such evaluation efforts should 
be carefully designed to obtain the maximum amount of objective quantitative 
data. The current Riverine and TACSIV evaluations are representative of 
what 18 recommended here. About seven or ellht months of effort would be 
required for each type of dog evaluated, with two or three months of that 
data collection effort in Vietnam. The evaluations could be conducted 
concurrently if sufficient manpower were available. 

(U) The importance of these operational studies should not be over­
looked, because they would provide valuable inputs into evaluating the 
.effe~t1v~ness of the dog under combat conditions, comparing the effective­
ness of volunteer ano non-\'olunteer handlers, determining the correctness 
of training time and content, evaluating the adequacy of doctrinal guidance, 
and assisting in the formulation of guidelines for the overall ..Army dog 
program. 

(11) A detaUed cost analysis should be performed to establish the cost 
of building a new facUity to centralize the A rmy dog training programs 
compared to the cost of having these programs scattered at various JX>ints 
in CONUS and the Pacific Theater, as they arc today. Under current 
arrangements, each facility requires logistical and administrative support, 
in addition to speciallzed buildings such as kennels and veterinary hospitals 
All these things require money and manJX>wer. If, in the long run,. it would 
be more economical for the Army to establish a permanent dog training 
center at a location speCifically designed and developed for the training of 
dogs, then this should be done. 

(11) The fac1l1ty cost analysis would be one input to a group of cost 
studies. These latter would address the procurement and operating costs 
of each dog program and would provide the cost data for cost-effectiveness 
studies comparing each type dog to each other type dog or to comparable 
electromechanical devices. These studies could be conducted concurrently 
with the operational evaluations. . 

(11) These cost and effectiveness evaluations would provide the 
qualitative and quantitative data necessary to develop and justify the 
establ1shment of a coordinated Army Dog Program. This study of an 
Army Dog Program could start before the others are completed, and 
would cover such things as organization, doctrine, deployment, logistical 
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support, and cost. 

(U) The organizational aspect of the dog program should be investtgated 
to determine the proper point of program coordination and monitorship; this 
part of the study should start reasonably soon. It should determine: 

• The level (Department of Army, Department of Defense 
or other) for program coordination. 

• The location of the US A rmy Combat Developments Command 
proponency for the Army Dog Program. 

• The organization of the dog school system, its status, 
and the structure of the MOS system for the dog program. 

(U) The organizational aspects of the program should be determined 
first and implemented as rapidly as possible. The new organization would 
be in a better position to apply the information developed in the evaluation 
and cost studies, particularly in updating the doctrinal and training manuals. 

(U) The total effort required in the studies is expected to encompass 
about two years. The operational evaluations are governing, since it 1s 
unlikely that they could all be performed simultaneously. About 18 months 
should suffice for the completion of these evaluations, assuming the 
experimental mine and tunnel program to be ready for evaluation when 
scheduled. The completion of the program planning study should be 
accomplished within the next sbc months. 
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APPENDIX A 

(U) TASK ASSIGNMENT 

DEPARTMENT 0" THE ARMY 
HItADQUA"TJ:". 

UN'TID STAT.S A"MY COM.AT DJ:VILO"MIlNTS COMMAND 

I'O"T .IlLVO''', VI"G'N'A 220eo 

Uill •• ,."'. "",. ,. 

CDCRE-O 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, CORG 

5 October 1967 
LTC Troat/210/bln 

(CORRECTED COPY) 

SUBJECT: Ta.k A.aignment 23-67, Review of the Military Dog Program 

1. The Commanding General desires that you conduct a .tudy under 
the proviaiona of your contract for calendar year 1967. 

2. Title: Review of the Military Dog Program 

3. Objectives: 

a. To document current U.S. Army utilization of .cout, sentry 
and tracker dog •. 

b. To examine and analyze the overall military dog program aa 
it impact. on U,S. Army organizatlon capability and effectivene ••• 

c. To develop a balanced program for the utili&atlon of .entry • 
• cout and tracker dog. re'pon.ive to the U.S, Army'. requlrements. 

4. Nature and Scope: The U.S. Army offlcially recognizea the re­
quirement' for military doga. Expedient programs are belnl conducted to 
meet emergency requirement., but they are fragmented or makeahift. A 
comprehen.ive review and analysls of current programs for procuring, 
trainlng and employment of dogs will provide a firm basis for symptom 
improvements. 

5. Guidance: 

a. A cursory in-house review of the Army Scout Dog Program re­
vealed .ome major deficlencies In the overall program. An empirical, 
in-depth evaluation of the overall system is needed to determine if total 
effectiveneaa warranta major program modification and/or emphasis. 

b. Field commandera in Vietnam overwhelmingly support the value 
of dOl' to their operatlons. There are indications that in-country or 
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CDCRE-O 
SUBJECT: Task Assignment 23-67, Review of the Military Dog Program 

off-shore float or back-up support is inadequate to provide the required 
or desired levels of operations. 

c. The current system for procuring scout and sentry dogs for 
the Army appears inadequate. Regulations provide for the U,S, Air Porce 
to acquire dog. for both service. which they achieve through donation. 
and direct purchase. Thi •• ystem cannot provide .ufficient dogs for both 
services on a continuing ba.i •. 

6. The completed .tudy will be presented to the Commanding Ceneral 
in the form of a coac Memorandum. 

7. Admini.tration: 

a. A draft memorandum i. required by May 1968. 

b. Project Officer. LTC W. B. Ray. extension 44440. ~~ 

c. Progre •• report. will be furni.hed a. required by the proj­
ect officer. 

ing: 

8. Correlation: to be furni.hed. 

9. Reque.t that you analyze your re.ource. and provide the follow-

a. Estimated technical man month. by calendar year. 

b. Computer time. 

c. CORC Project Scient!s 

2 

• 
", 

olonet, G8 
Chief. Operation. ae.eareh 
Support Divi.ion 
Directorate of Ivaluation 
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APPENDIX B 

(U) BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ON MILITARY DOGS 

INTRODUCTION 

(U) The use of dogs for tactical operations by the United states Army 
came about aa the reault of experimental programs conducted during the 
first fft year. of World War n. When it became apparent that the United 
State. might become involved in the spreading conflict, leaders of major 
dog orp.mzations aDd a few military men began to explore the possibilities 
of using dogs in modern warfare. These fanciers of dogs directed their 
attention toward the types of tasks that dogs might perform for a modern 
army and to the development of dog training techniques that would be use­
ful for and adaptable to the military establishment. 

USE OF WAR DOGS PRIOR TO WORLD WAR n 

(U) These dog enthusiaats had an extremely large amount of directly 
applicable backgrouDti iDformation and experience upon which to base 
their statements and conclusions. During World War I dogs were used 
extensively by the German, French, and Belgian armies. Approximately 
30,000 dogs were utiUzed by the German forces, primartly in nontactical 
roles as m~asenger and ambulance dogs. The French also used a sizable 
number of dogs. French canine losses during the four years of the war 
amounted to some 5.000 dogs ktlled or miSSing. At the end of the war, 
the French army diaposed of some 15.000 dogs. 

(U) Prior to World War I dogs were used during the Russo-Japanese 
War in ambulaDCe-type tasks, by the British as sentry dogs on the Abor 
Expedition in the Himalayas, by the Bulgarians in the Balkan upheaval 
in 1910, and by the Italians in Tripoli in 1911. Going further back into 
history. it is interesting to note that the Greeks and the Romans used 
attack dogs, providing them with spiked collars and sending them against 
enemy forces. Among the heroes of the battle of Marathon was an Athenian 
with his dog. In the Middle Ages. dogs of extreme ferocity were equipped 
with armor and spiked collars and used against cavalry and in the defense 
of caravaus. The Spaniards used dogs to aid them in their conquest of 
Mexico and Peru. "In 1544 Henry vm is said to have sent four hundred 
dogs I garnished with good iron collars' to the assistance of Charles V 
of Spain in his war against France" (Ref 5, p 174). The methods of em­
ployment of dogs in ages past obviously reflect tactical concepts of utili­
zation. but the writings of and about these periods bring out very little 
evidence on the military employment of dogs. 

(U) Before gunpowder began to control the art of warfare in the 17th 
Century. bold, ferocious mastiffs, capable of being used against cavalry 
and armed men, were the general requirements for use on the battlefield. 
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However, gunpowder completely changed the concept of \yar and along with 
this change evolved the requirement for a more speclaUzed breed of dog 
for the newly emerging concepts of modern warfare. Thus. the 19th and 
early 20th Centuries saw the development of the 'messenger dog, the am­
bulance dog. courier dogs. sentry dogs. sled dogs. etc. With this kind 
of background information as support. various groups were working even 
before the US entry Into World War n to develop an interest in and programs 
for investigating the limitations and capabilities of dogs In tactical and 
nontactical missions. 

USE OF MILITARY, DOGS IN WORLD WAR n 

Development of Sentry Dog Program 

(U) The bombing of Pearl Harbor suddenly brought the United States 
into war. The immediate build-up of industrial plants. the construction 
of new miUtary installations. and the expansion of others broulht about 
an increased interest in sentry dogs. The need for such dogs was em­
phasized by the German deployment of submarine forces along the Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts. The potential danger of enemy alieni. fascist groups, 
and saboteurs increased drastically after December 1941 and measure. 
were needed to cope with these threats to internal security. II Dog fanciers 
were not slow to point out that the animals might be extremely valuable 
auxiliaries if they were attached to Coast Guard beach patrols then being 
organized to prevent" landings along our coasts. "and If they were used 
as guards at Industrial plants and Army installations" (Ref 6. P 325). 

(U) In January 1942. a month after Pearl Harbor. a national organi­
zation called Dogs for Defense. Inc •• was estabUshed for the purpose of 
coordinating the attempts of various professional and amateur organiza­
tions to acquire. train. and distribute sentry dogs to wherever they might 
be needed In the United States. Shortly after the creation of Dogs for 
Defense, the American Theater Wing War Service off_ad to donate dop 
to the Quartermaater Corp. for defense purposes. 'Th1a offer was approved 
by the Quartermaster General and the War Department early In February 
1942. Since the Theater Wing was not organized to procure and train 
dogs, these tasks were assumed by Dogs for Defense, Inc. 

(U) The Plant Protection Branch of the Inspection Division within 
the Office of the Quartermaster General was initially assigned overall 
supervision of the Army's new and rapidly expanding dog program. The 
original estimate was for 200 dogs which would be used to guard war 
industrial sites and quartermaster depots. These dogs were to be pro­
cured and trained by Dogs for Defense and then turned. over to the QMC 
for deployment. However, this program was immediately headed for 
trouble because of its llmited concepts and scope. It was soon di800vered 
that the training program was unsatisfactory because it relled upon the 
volunteer services of dog trainers all over the United States and 80 lacked 
coordination and standardization. In addition to this. the demand for 
sentry dogs went far beyond the original estimate. Also, the scope of the 
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dog program was expanding to include a wider range of tasks for which a 
dog was appropriate. 

(U) As a result of these considerations, major modifications of the 
program took placd. A new training program was developed and the re­
sponsibUity for training was shifted to the Remount Branch which, in 
addition, assumed all the supervisory duties of the dog program that were 
formerly assigned to the Plant Protection Branch. The Remount Branch 
had the experience in handling animals and the centralized facilities to ac­
commodate the Army' s dog program. The extent of participation by the 
OQMG was further widened in the Fall of 1942 when the task of procuring 
and training all dogs for the Navy and Coast Guard was assumed. The 
Marines maintained a separate procurement and training facility at New 
River, North Carolina. 

\ 

(U) Under the Remount Branch, the examination, claSSification, and 
training of dogs and handler personnel, was conducted at the newly es­
tablished war dog reception and training centers. In late 1942 four such 
centers were estabUshed: Front Royal, Virginia; Fort Robinson, Nebraska; 
Camp Riminl, Montana; and San Carlos, California; in early 1943 an 
additional center was established at Cat Island, MissiSSippi. These centers 
greatly improved the quality of the war dog program by providing stand­
ardized methods of train1ng and, more significantly, trained the handler 
and dog together as a team. Most of the training conducted at these centers 
during the early years of the war was for sentry dogs. Out of a total of 
)0,425 dogs accepted by the Army for training purposes, 9,295 were 
trained for sentry duty. 

Development of Scout Dog Programs 

(U) As the threat to US internal security abated during the later 
years of the war, the need for sentry dogs dropped sharply. There was, 
however. an increase in interest in the use of dogs for tactical purposes, 
namely in the form of scout dogs. Experimental programs were being 
conducted on the development of a scout dog during the early years of the 
war, but it was not until 1944 that this type of dog was being trained in 
large numbers. 

(U) Experimental work for the scout dog program was conducted at 
Cat Island, Mississippi. This facility offered an excellent opportunity 
for the training of scout dogs for tactical operations in the South Pacific. 
The semitropical climate and vegetation of the Mississippi facility made 
it possible to prepare these dogs for jungle warfare. In the spring of 
1943 a detachment of siX scout and two messenger dogs was sent to the 
South Pacific for operational evaluation. These tests, which were con­
ducted during most of 1943 were, on the whole, extremely favorable. In 
those instances where the results were unfavorable, the problem could 
be traced to inexperienced personnel or a lack of training for the dog or 
handler. . 
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Development of Mine Detection Dog Program 

(U) Concurrent with the experimental work on scout dogs, exploratory 
work was being done on the development of a mine detection dog. The 
advancement of the Allied armies in North Africa was being slowed by 
nonmetallic mines and it was thought that dogs could be used to locate 
them. Experimental work for the development of such a dog was satis­
factory. Toward the end of 1943, the first of two mine detection units was 
activated. These units were subsequently sent to North Africa for opera­
tional evaluation in typical German mine fields but the results. of the tests 
were unsatisfactory. The mine detection units were eventually inactivated 
and the training of dogs for mine detection was discontinued. 

Organization of War Dogs into Platoons 

(U) In March 1944 the men and dogs trained in the war dog program 
were formally organized into TOE platoons. Organized under the Quarter­
master General, each of these platoons had one officer, 26 enlisted men, 
twelve scout dogs, twelve messenger dogs, and one mine detection dog. 
On the basis of actual combat operations, platoons were reorganized to 
reflect the changing emphasis in the utilization of the dog for combat 
missions. Since the messenger dogs had a limited use, their number 
was reduced to six and the number of scout dogs increased to eighteen. 
The mine dog was eliminated and the number of enUsted personnel re­
duced to twenty. There were fifteen war dog platoons activated under the 
new TOE, seven of which saw action in Europe and eight in the Pacific. 

(U) The increased combat experience of these platoons soon brought 
to light additional problem areas that would have to be solved. The dog 
handlers provided and trained by the Quartermaster Corps, brought with 
them certain inadvertent problem areas that compromised the combat 
effectiveness of the war dog platoons. Many of the handlers were phys­
ically unfit for combat operations and had no experience in infantry tactics. 
In addition, they were not acquainted with the Army ground force units 
with which they would be associated. These problem areas brought about 
further organizational changes in the Army war dog program. 

(U) In September 1944, the responsibility for the activation, tr~ining, 
and overseas assignment of war dog platoons was transferred to the Army 
ground forces. "This meant that handlers were to be selected by the AGF 
(rom men who had -been trained in infantry tactics and scouting and that 
the units would be given advanced instruction with infantry organizations" 
(Ref 6, p 333). Procurement and the basic training of the dogs remained 
the responsibility of the Quartermaster General. In December 1944, all 
the messenger dogs were eliminated from the war dog platoons with a 
revised TOE. The name of the units was changed to infantry scout dog 
platoons and each platoon had twenty-seven scout dogs. Under this new 
organization, the AGF activated and trained six additional scout dog 
platoons. However, five of these platoons did not see action overseas 
because their training was not completed until after V -J day. It is in­
teresting to note that to meet the rapidly increasing demand for scout dogs, 
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plans were being formulated in early 1945 to train at least 1600 more of 
them for combat operations in the South PacifiC. This would have been 
about alxty-flve platoons. 

Summary of World War n Army Dog Program 

(U) A Mati.tical summary of the number of dogs accepted and trained 
by the United State. Army i. shown in Table VD. To obtain the total numbe: 
of dOIS shown below, approximately 20, OOO'dogs had to be examined. 

TABLE vn (U). SUMMARY OF WORLD WAR n 
ARMY DOG PROGRAM 

Total Issued Shipped 
Type of Dog Trained in ZI Overseas 

Sentry 9,295 8,396 899 

Scout 571 135 436 

Sled and Pack 268 0 268 

Messenger 151 0 151 

Mine Detection 140 0 140 

Total 10,425 8,531 1,894 

(Source: Ref 6) 

POST-WORLD WAR n ARMY DOG ACTIVITY 

Planning for Infantry Dog Requirements 

(U) After World War n, the continued use of scout dog platoons by 
the post-war miUtary establishment was planned by the War Department. 
In June 1946, the Committee on Organization, whose chairman was 
Bripdier General Frederick McCabe, held a conference at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, for the purpose of determining the future infantry requirements 
for war dogs. The committee, after studying the performance record 
aDd contributions that dogs made to the war effort, recommended that 
(1) "Infantry War Dog Platoons be retained and be attached to Infantry 
units for training and operations, and, (2) Experimentation be continued 
with dog units along all Unes, especially breeding, Improving techniques 
of training, and extending the scope of usefulness of the dogs." Ref 4, 
P 8). Some platoons were retained within the zone of the Interior, but 
through fiscal cuts, manpower reductions, and a general lack of Interest, 
all sentry dog platoons except the 26th, disappeared before the Korean 
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far. The recommendation to continue development of a breed for miU­
try use and training techniques was almost completely: forgotten. 

European Theater MUitary Dog Activity 

(U) Overseas, The General Board, United States Forces, European 
'heater, recommended that war dog teams be provided each field army 
or guarding large ordnance installations, depots, and posts. As a result 
If this recommendation, a dog training school was eventually estabUshed 
.t Darmstadt, Germany. ' 

(U) In 1950 the US Army dog training detachment moved to Lenggries, 
::Jermany as a part of the US Army School, where it remained untU A~gust 
,967, when it was moved to Wiesbaden and consoUdated with the Air Force 
log training program. 

Use of Mtlltary Dogs in Korea 

(U) Within the United States, the center of activity for the Army's 
jog program, up uDtll the Korean War, was at Fort Robinson, Nebrallka. 
fhe way in which dogs were brought into the Korean War wa., in many 
,vays, slmUar to the development of the dog program during the Second 
World War. In1ttally, tactical dogs were not used; after the battle lines 
became relatively atable, however, and heavy patrolling was being con­
ducted by both side. scout dogs were introduced to the war. It was soon 
discovered that the acout dog teams from the 26th Infantry Scout Dog 
Platoon were extremely effective, reducing the patrol casualty rate by as 
much as 65 percent. 

(U) As a result of these outstanding results, a crash dog training 
program was inltlated at Fort Carson, Colorado, to train a scout dog 
platoon for each infantry division. However, the war ended before any 
additional platoons arrived in Korea. 

(U) As a result of its outstanding performance in Korea, the 26th 
Infantry Scout Dog Platoon was rewarded with the Meritorious UDlt Cita­
tion, the Korean Pre.ldentlal Citatton, 3 StIver Stars, 6 Bronze Stars 
for valor, and 35 Bronze Stars. Such recognition of the contribution 
of men and dogs to modern warfare testifies to the fore.lght of General 
McCabe and his committee In trying to maintain a dog unit capabllity 
in peacetime. 

Post-Korea MiUtary Dog Posture 

(U) After the Korean War, the training of dogs for tactical employ­
ment dropped off sharply. In 1957 the Quartermaster Corps closed the 
war dog school at Fort Carson and all scout dog platoons, including 
those in Germany t were deactivated with the exception of the 26th Infantry 
Scout Dog Platoon. Since Air Force sentry dog training wa. also affected 
by this closing, the Air Force started its own achool at Lackland Air 
Force Base in Texas. Shortly after the dog training school at Fort Carson 
was closed, the Army Air Defense Command, after completing a study, 
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approved the use of dogs for NIKE missile sites. Almost immediately, the 
Army needed hundreds of trained sentry dogs. To meet this growing need 
for sentry dogs, the Army detached its own dog trainers to Lackland to 
assist in the training of sentry dogs and handler personnel. At present, 
Army personnel are ,still at Lackland Air Base training sentry dogs and 
dog handlers for the Army and the Air Force. 
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• food aDd Nourlahm_t 
a. A aupply of (uab w.ter carried on palrol Ie more 

vttal Iblll fGod. 

b. II frMIl •• wr la IIOt avaUable th.n locally pro­
cur" ..... abou1d be ettller boil" or IreatH with 
puUlcattoa tUleta. 

c. Jllllt prtor 10 .,1111 011 patrol • acout doi abould 
IIOt be _ aa tbl.a bu tile .. _ effect .. a mall worlellll 
rtpt IRIr .. 11111 a bt, mell. ~.r. a pl_111111 
lIIPPly oI.ald ralfON! tboIIld be taken by tile handl.r 
10 feed .. dot durt ....... UoII.. \¥bU. tile dot may be 
abI. 10 to a ~l. 01 .Y' without food, it ClnDOt ., klr 
lOIII ",UIM,.t wat«. TIlt. I. parUO\Ilarly true In Soulb-
• UI A .... liD lb. Mat IIIId buml .. ty wlUcla wU1 _. 
a .,. to ",..aw fa.- tbu III oool.r cUma&aa. 

• V....nMrY a.pport 
V........,. IUIIf01't , ...... &1 liD 1M ooatiDu4Id 

aJlMII ....... ., ..... a tM4loaI CIpWdoG. JIll _ater-
lalUrpN)' .................. u, UIt ... thai caa _ 
pea liD U." or , ...... a ... ...a.ou".. TIler. I. alwa,. 
III. pouIWUty of a .,.,*tllllilr ...... -riddea water, 
........ III a maatrap, or au&rsa, frota be&t .ldwI.I1011. 
III ....... 011 .... a ...... riury tacbalclaa I. 
'r .......... 1.llAM ... IIMf "vIM caa be trMted 011 
1M .,. .... ,... ..... daJ liD coatl .. , ... 1111 .. 100. 
• tile ..,.. .................. t. uuall, DO otMr 
....... lid liD en.cuatAt tile daJ ., die f'flU 10 .Wv. 
off lIdIoIIa or liD pr4IV_t .............. Ulne... ODe 
""at ................ to. IOCMIt .. pWooD. 

• ffMd aDd PvI'Jl"' of Waterborne Tratlllllll 
U IoCINt ....... 10 be lUCoe.AIl In .uppert of 

tawtry ep4IratJou In delw raston. thay alllll be 
DODdIIlotIM 10 .raw from .mall wawrcraft when 
dMrt .. CIIMI bIuaIw and odIer wawr ar ... of ambuab or 
or 0 ..... CMIIICftl" .lw. CrM 21-110). 

a. DIl. repoe. are a oec-rk of caaat •• rtv.n, 
......... arlblaDda. To .u.ol1".ly carry lb. war 10 
••.. , .. .... ,..sou palrol. mUM ofwn trav.1 
iii)' boat: .... r. t. .auaIl, 10 oeM, way of HloUalflll 
lid. _Nl.I. V_r lb ... ClrCUIII.&a.ric:M a pat1'ol I. 
utr .... , wI.rlbl. 10 .... y ambu.b due 10 tllelr 
pr4lOll'iou P"utoo .. tM water &.lid lb. reduced 
vlatbIIUJ ... Ied ., .. bip wall of necSI aDd foll ... 
hordlrtlll .... waterway •• Jut wi. a biPly traiaed 
1OOIIIl_ aboard lie rt.k liD patroll 1. ".atty dlmla­
I.W. .. dol eM INIr .. tIM ar_ 10 tbe freet, arouad 
bUIld ..... IIIId eo 1M s.. .. 1JId lb. rMr. The ody 
elk_ .. dIa. type of • ..,lo)'1UDt bellll tbat Ibe dol 
1. oa a .......... t luw" of 00 laad. 

b. ILacos'ntltlll tbl. capabUlty, _I do,. ca.o be 
llied lGeoth-ely to .crMtl waterwa)'. to and from the 
obJecllft ......... w.11 II 'UOPOrt patrol. arllinatin, 
from .. objacl1v. ara. rn .fucl. a leaut dOC leam 
I. cap-.bl. of carryllll out IlAY mlilioo on w3ler that II 
la l1li tad Cor 011 \arid. 

• AcIlOCll 01 KaDelar 00 Alert 
a. TII.e lWIdler .boWd be able' to r.Cacmze by Ihe 

dot'. ""OCII. tha type of alert (acoet. _lid, or 
... die poeral 41recl1on 01 ... al.rt, thelPProld­
........ ce of III •• aemy. and lb • .-ra! Ilze of 
tile IlHIIM Ioree. 

b. NIOWS .. dI. doc alertl... .. lIudler abouJd 
IIOtIty ... patrol 1 ..... (wtIo UoIdd be 1a the .lUIIe 
hou U tile tMm) by III •• oat upedlUOIl. aDd .U.at 
mean. a\IUlebie. Ordinarily tid. Call be done by arm· 
AIId-1wIcI 11pa!. due 10 their clo .. proldm1ty to one 
anoth.r. 
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c. If lb. patrol leader clrectl that contact be made 
wtlb dI. en.my. or lIIat tIM alert be laveaU,ated. Ibe 
boat .houJd .,. beacbed alld all m.mber. required to 
dlHmbark. Then Ibe te.m .bould tUe whatever acl1011 
I. dlctaLad by lb •• ltuaUoo: •• , .• follow up the alert, 
or U contact I. Immln'nt, ramatn back at th •• hor. 
1Iri th a bod)'lllard • but not III the boat. T'hi. pol1UOII I. 
too VIda.rable and In ca .. the .nemy &lIp. Into the 
I.nda. ara tile te.m hal a bettar ch.&IIc. of IVI'vhraJ 
on land. 

• 8Qout Doc' 
IDulllucb U allY vtlllll track ... rall •• on .Ipt he ta 

llnabl. liD track at tdpt alld lila efaei_cy I. reduced by 
_. ewe. of vee.tal1OD or"OII.Dd coDdll1ou. III tbe .. 
lutance. the .cout dol ~ •• IlItnmaly nluabl. lor 
.COIII1111 la Jullll.. Tbe .mployment of lafutry 'COIIt 
clop la •• crtbed la detail ta par .. ,..,b 102. The InlHt 
here I. 110 eIl.cu .. oo.Iy tboH upecta of JUlllle tbat Cali be 
ellplCt.d 110 tlfect the dol'. _11111 .flldency In Ibe 
.... t trGpic •• 

a. Water. All lCent I •• lubl. tn water a doc" per­
Iormaaca wU1 be poor In .... V)' ral.ll. Altbouab & _t I • 
_faDdy bellll produced It doe. DOt rematn but • 
.hort time and tile doc'. r .... of atr 'Clllt detacl1011 
may be reduced to .. Uw. U • yarde. Ground .cetal 
may be oomplewly dI.Ipelled b) beavy ratn. 

b. luDUPt. Dlrect IIlIIllPt ~cldy de.troy •• _t 
aDd tb&. will ....... 1' Umlt die dot' •• DletetlCY uDder 
break. 111 ... CllUKlpy. ~r. U ._t I. COII.taatly 
pro6ltoad. ... u atr .0iIIR ... IIi!X 10 affected, the doc 
ww .ttD ....... rea-..bl. rup. 

c. Vee.latSon. KIa.". llllderpowlb wUl re.ll1ct tile 
lipread of .. air ICeIIt ud win ttod to bl.end wilb "QUDd 
a_to Prima,.,. Junc1. all' GP4fII IJ'OUnd or trail. are 
Ideal lor dot •. 

d. "'llld. DlpeDellIll_ tile clrecUolI of the wtad lb. 
.0000t lila, be _tdftoabl, .lIplacerd from the tar .. t. 
TIM do(" ,"e,... r .... 01 air ICeIIt of 200 mewr. In 
Juncl' ma, be doubled If dow. willd of tile elllmy or 
c:ODII..rably deer __ If • wild 01 lb •• a.lfty. 

•• Heat EIdIaIi.t1OII. nA. OOIIditl. ,. _011 tn 
IlDOODcIIioMd dap. TM lOt ... dot beoom •• 1.lIIar&tc. 
refIl_ to work, aDd aew_1e to keep la the ahade. lIle 
1IaIp .... wU1 rI .. .... y • liD lNO F. or alore aDd 
Iaa wtI1 ....., aI:r'tNMl, •• tre.... Tb. dot IbouId 
1mm ..... ' be pJ&ced ..... badI aDd oooled wtlbwater. 
It IboIiW be alJow-ed to ~_ alowt,. 
• Reml.ncs.ra lor Doc Hudl ... Oo1a. on Patrol 

a. II POIIIUaIe, &oOIImp8lly lb. patrol I ..... 011 bt. 
,rouM rlCClllut.MACI ud ... tll Idm III maldlll Ibe 
d.talled plan. lor tile patrol (IIIIClII U ....... 11111 a route 
that will .Ilow the dot k) work at mu:1mllm effletIllCY). 

b. U tt I. to ~ • 10ilf patrol, mllke .ure tbat food 
and wawr are provtded for the dot. 

o. IDform Ibe patrol 1ft_ben 01 the temp.ramlllt 
of Ibe parlaoular ... to be llied 011 .. patrol. 

d. IIIlorm tile patreI what .bouId be doae la reprd 
to .. dot If )'011 are .. rtoualy wound4ld or killed . 

•. &Itahllah willi til. patrol leader a .y ..... of 
~ to II .. Cor .lIchaalllll Infor_laon once yow: dot 
ditt8CW tile pr..-. 01 ...... IIl,. 

f. IoIpICI your q'e woridlll eqWpmlllt to _ that 
&II metal partll are tap4Id or wrapped 10 preclude UD­
_ •• ry DOl... TIlt. 1nllpecl1on Include. the metal 
cboke chatn, the .nap on tile I ... t •• nd the D-rllll of 
the I.ather harne ... 
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II. Walk your doi at heel and revlew It In hul(' 
obe<l1ence for .bout 15 mlnutea Juat t..efon you tak. It w 
Join the patrol. 'Thla Jive. the 001 an opportunity W 
evacuate and to burn up aome of Ita accumulated nervoua 
ellergy. 

FM 21-75 

• 'The Infantry Scout I:lo& PlatooD 

Scout dog. uaed In the Army today are found In 
Infantry .cout doi platoona (aee FM 20-20). Elemnta 
of a platoon are attached to lower ullita for apedac 
mla.looa or perloda. They uaually are employed u 
.caut doi leama, each team eoaataUq of a .COId dog 
and a handler. 

• Mla.lon 

'The mla.ion of a .oout dol team II to luppert you by 
detecUIli tile enemy &.lid livt", .Unt warllinl. Teaml 
may .. 1I.t you on patroll, obllenal1ol1 poIIta, OUtpolta, 
and U.tellllll POltil. 

• PreparaUon aDd Plarudlll for Vee of Seout 00(. 

a. When an Infantry ._t dol platoon II attached 
. to an tnflUltry ullil, the platooll colllmander IIdvtl'. tile 
commandilll oUlcer and makee recommendal1ons for 
the employment of the platoon. 

b. 'The platoon commander II briefed on planned 
mlssionl AI far in advance .. poallble. Thil allow a 
him Ume to aelect the .COIIt dol team which wtll be 
moat effecU"e for elch mllliOli. It alao Jlvel tile 
handlera Ume to prepare them.elve. and their <10( •• 

c. When .oout teaml are employed wUh ullite that 
ha"e not prevtoualy uaed them, peraonnel are care­
fully oriented on the a_t dol team'a clIPabiltUea and 
lImltationa. 

d. 'The preHlICe of a a_t dol team Call .. a varied 
reacl10na amOlll peraonne1Io1D1anUUar with acout dop. 
80me mea may f .. l an e:ug.,.ated _Ie of I.Cllrtty 
while othera may bllcollle IIlcaWd &.lid IIPpr.beulve. 
Prevellt th .... Xirelll .. by It.a "'Ill tile handler brief 
the patrol on til. team' a purpoae, Cl!PablltUea, UIIlI­
tattonl, and matllod of operatlolli. 

e. A acaut dol team IIlN11lly la attached to a Imall 
ulllt aucb .. a patrol for a particular ml.IlriOQ. When 
poaslble, tile ume team ,worq witll the aame wdt or 
patrol for dlffernt mlalions. Performance Improvel 
a. the team becomel famJUar with tile per_nel. 

• UmltattOli. of Scout 00( Tuml 

a. AIerlnell mUlt aUU be malntIJned when a scout 
dog team accompalllea a patrol. 111. team call almelt 
alway. detect the enamy bllfore)'Oll, bvt both balldler 
aDd dol bave Umltal1ou. 

(11 A .caut doc baa an acute aeose of Imell, keen 
burtlll, and ayea that are unuaually aenal­
ttve to movement. 'Th. dot'. u .. of th ... 
facultt.a la att.eWd by .... ather and terraln 
condlttons nell aa ralll, Imok., fO(, dUlt, 
heavy ullderbru.b. aDd Udck wooda. Wa 
effecUvelle.a la reduced In areu 01 mucb 
nol.e aDd mOllement. 

121 A lCOIIt do( muat bII r.trained pertodically. 
'The lonpr h. IMa wtUlout ratrallli"" the 
Ie ... fflctlv.ly he perform •. 
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f:1; A de'li III .. uhJect II> th. element .. th .. same a. 
It human. lie l.nd. 1.0 be II .. al..rt ... hen n· 
tremely ('old or when <lverhe'ted. 

(4) 'Tha .ndler mUlt concentrate on "readlD&" 
hill doC. Thia I. dttUcul t to do for extended 
p.nodl. Tak. two .cout doC teaml 011 10111 
patroll and alternate them for be.t re.ulta. 

b. Deaplte II ml tltlon., a aCOllt do( team II a v.ry 
valuahle lJd. C9n.lder th. team', limltegoDa. Wt 
c!!plta..llz. 01\ lUI .trencth •. 

• f'reparauon 
a. The .coul dol team Join. th .. patrol III Ume to 

heat the warnil\l order and paructpatea III aU pbaae. of 
planllinl, preparatton, alld eucuUon. Tbe bandler 
.ttend. tile debrl.ft.nl. 

b. The hamUer win pve hi. recommendaUona for 
employment of th. team. Your plan for employment la 
Included in your patrol I.ad.r', order. 

c. Rebear.al .... tat III compl,tely tntep-aU1I1 the 
aoout dog team Inw the patrol. The patrol membera 
become faml1t&r with 1M team'a method of operaUOQ. 
11Ie dol becom.a familiar With tile lentil ot IDII"'dual 
patrol membera and with !:be IlOtH. &.lid 1II01iou 01 tile 
patrol 011 the move. 

• Actloll If The Handler Becomel A CUII&lty 

a. II til. haodler becomea a CUWIlt)'. be la treat.s 
accordlnl to the patrol'a cuualty plan. II hela left for 
later eVlcuattOll, the doIla left ... ttll hilll. II the ba.Ddler 
i, tlk.1l with the patrol, tile dol uaually will follow. II 
the doc doa. not follow, .. alp a patrol member to lead 
him by the le .. h. 

b. OccaalonaUy, a dol may adopt'. protective 
attl tude and retu.e to allow anyou to approach It the 
handler la IIncon.cloua or oth.rwiae unable 10 control 
hi m. If the tactical a'tuatlon perlNta, make .ver), 
.ffol't to lure or force 1M dot away ao prop.r tr.atment 
can be pven. If the alt:uatton doea not perlNt Ume to 
U. Ipenl In thl. manlier, or It the efforta fall, deltrov 
the <10(. 'Th. do( WU1I1O~ be de.troyed howevar, 11 the 
handler la known to be dMd. In aueh a ca .. , both dol 
and body wUl be I.ft and recovered by perao-' of the 
Infantry .COIIt dol platoon. 

• Proper V.e of 'Th. ScoIIt Dos Team 

Th. effectl"ena •• of thl lCOIIt doc team dependa on 
you, the patrol leader. You mliit live the bancller 
freedom to employ hla doc to belt advantap. Whenev.r 
pOlllhle, let th. handler lelect the team'. poalUOQ III 
the patrol formattqll. Heed hla advtce and Illt tile mo.t 
the t.am haa to off.r. 
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APPENDIX D 

(U) GUIDANCE FOR DEPLOYMENT AND UTILIZATION 
OF US ARMY SCOUT DOGS 

FM 20-20 

• o.plo),ment of ScO'lt 001' Dw'1II( Mov.menl 

a. Oen.rally III. bQt po.ltlon fOI\ the 'COIIt dol team 
1. dar.ctly III frollt of the patrol. Th. te.m pr.cede. the 
patrol or 'CI'I.I\III( .I.m.nt, keeplnl( ,.nerally on th. 
... Icned dlrectlon of mov.ment. "'lid condaUon. m.y 
diet.ate that lb. tllm mov. on lb. windward .Id. of 
the rO'lte of advanc. 10 tak. mAldmum .dvant.ac. of the 
dol" •• n ••• of .m.ll .ftC! hllrt",. 

b. It m.y become n.c ... ary .t tim •• 10 plac. the 
team In dIAt rnr of the patrol If the wind I. blowill( from 
the rnr or .. h.n 'P. I. Imminent ( •• In th. approach 
march) alnca it I. be.t 10 con •• rv. tbe do," enerlie. 
.m.never po ... bl.; tid. I. parUcularly applicable .. ben­
n.r .cout doc' are employed a. part of. .creel\lDC 
foroc for. taller body of troop. movlll, to an 
.... lIIbly ar., (FI,. .) 

c. On a r.conna.l .. anc. or combat patrol where 
InftltraUon of bo.til. UD •• I. dellted tI\. lcoul do, c.n 
be alr.m.I, IINtl1I In al.rtinc frt.ndly force. 10 
loc.tionl of .nemy O'IlpOltl. In 1lwI .. In. lance. the 
team ... hen al.rtinJ on on. oulpO.t. call move 10 Itl 
rI",t or 11ft to 1!ftC! the location of lb. otber. Chu. 
.n.blID, th. p.trol 10 Ilip betll!f •• n Ibem. (FI,. 4, 

d. 011 all p.troIat'tionl on. lII.mber of the p.trol 
• bould be .... pad th. million of proteclilll th. 
bad.r IIId dotr. 'nI. r •• lOn for ttI.Il I. that .. hen. 
IICOUt doJ I. I'oflowin,a 'C'lIt. th. handler need.t both 
halld. 10 _trOI 111m aad therefor. I. h.lpl ... lbould 
Ilr. be bJooupt upoII 111m. 

., n. daltallCl at .. lI1ch th. doJ may al.rt dep.nd. 
011 Ill ....... r IIId terraill. It may be 300 lII.t.n or It 
m.,. be :10 •• ten. But onc. th. doJ alert., the 
lIudI.r .bould .IJII&I Ill. patrol to balt, havlll( the patrol 
lead.r move lIP 011 th •• Ide appo.lte the do, 10 rec.lve 
InlDrm.tion of the enemy. If contact I. 10 be m.d., the 
handl.r. In.tead of movtn,lO the p.trol'. rear. should 
remldn In plac. 10 a110 .. the patrol 10 pa .. throu,h his 
poaition th.n fall III bell1nd. Thl. procedure eliminate. 
unnece .. ar;· movem.nt .nd hence rl.k 10 the learn. In 
the ev.nt a tln0abl develop. and the leam II al the 
point po.Hlon It .hould remaln In place, and when 
poilibl. It .hould move 10 the center of the patrol or 
to a PO'ltion .... blch .. <auld lea.1 Interfere wi th the 
patrol', !lre. 

• DepJo~<ment .nd Actlonll of Tcam on Oulpo,,1 and 
.Vn bu.h Pa trol. 

a. Scout dol t.am. can be very .ffectivl! at static 
poaltion •• uch as ob.er,'alton POlt., O'Itposts, listen­
Ing posb!, and for executing an ambush. 

b. When employed In support of an outpo.t or 
Ill1tenin, po.t 'COIIt do,1I .bauJd be placed In front of 
the maln OUtpollt Un. far enou,h In advance of these 
po.t. to r4Kluc. dI.traction. to the dog "et cia .. 
IInoulh to that conull't can be malnta.lned at all ttmee 
and the te.m's po.llton II not piliced In Jeop.rd~ In 
ca.e of an enemy attack or Infiltration. 
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c. Wh.n manl\lng .n oulpO'C .nd the doi Jlv" 
.Il.nt warn!II( of ha.tile prellnc. til. team .hould 
Immed1ately withdr.w 10 the rear of th. po.t 10 that 
thc~ do not malk th. friendly forc •• ' fir.. In thI. 
r'llUd th. handler .hO'lld alway. hav •• preajor.nled 
route of withdrawal before (0111( on outpoat. (Ftc. 51 

d. Th.re ar •• ev.ral m.thod. by which. scout do, handl.r can .Iert th. oulpO.t command.r of 
.nemy approacb, but the mo.t .Impl •• nd mo.t often 
u.ed I ••• Impl •• tring affair which I. Itl'\lll( between 
th. two polntt. of communication. Individual. on either 
.nd may .IJII&I tb. oth.r by baVIIII a prearrall(ed 
"JII&I of on., two, or three J.rq 10 Indicate "be 00 
th. al.rt, .. or ".nemy In .Ight. Of 

•. 'tb. proceduree (or withdrawal and .tetiorUllI of 
'OOIIt doJ team. 00 an ambulb patrol are th ... m ... 
for O'IIpOIIta, except th.t wiler. the leClOr 10 be covered 
I. too wide for on. doc 10 acreeD .ffectiv.ly then two do,. or more .bouJd be .mployed, po.tin, 011. at eacb 
.nd of the borN.hoe. (FI" 5) 

f. Scout do,. can be .ucc • .,fll.l1y employed for 
d.tectln, and locatin, ho.til. po.ltlon. for purpo ... of 
avoldin, or makin, contact, and are quite effective when 
the patrol million call. for Inflltntlng enemy line •. 

,. A •• w.rnlng and detection d.vice, .cout dol 
team. are not IImit.d 10 Ju.t Jround operation. but caD 
alao be .mployed from .mall Wlltlr cmft In .wllmp~ 
rellon. for .cr.enlnl canal bank. for bidden enemy. 

h. VI'hU. 'CO'lt do,. ar. primarily u.ed at nilht due 
10 the handlcllp' of darkn ... on human abUIIt ... th.y 
may al.o be u.ed durin, dayll,bt where terrlln IIId 
.. nth.r condition. limit human vl.lblllly and wh.r. 
en.my d.vicea are apt to .vade their deteclton; I. e. , 
jun,le •• h.I,h ,rll'Y arell, rice p.ddl ... and are .. 
which .ncoura,e the u •• of und.rJround II1dlna place. 
due to .bsenc. of cover. 

I. Workln, a scout do, In • \1 II &Ie or hamlet, 
howevIr. I. conducive 10 the .. orklng abilltie. of the 
do,. <\ good example of tll1. I. where .cout doall have 
been used In support of .earch .. nd .ellure t)'Pe upera­
tlonll a,alnllt the enemy. In theae Inatances the villaae,. 
were aav.,mbled at certaln location. 10 minimize any 
dlstractlon. to the .cout dOla while they lIearched 
hou.e. for hidden enemy. (FI,. I) 

J The mo.t Ideal condition. for worklnl •• cout 
dog are found In tho .. areaa 'paraely Inhabited .... Ith 
few dl.traelion.. It mu.t be remembered that a .rout 
dog Ie unabl. 10 distinguish between friend or foe and 
If through repeated contacl wllh Indigenous perllOlltlel 
the dog III constantly taken off the alert, 1t ... 1II .oon 
lose Inlerest In Its task. 

• Malntainln, Tactical Proficiency 

a. tJos. In rear areal need r.fre.her trall\1nl and 
mult be kept In tralnln" and dally work of short duration 
I. recommende<l. 
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Search ( Villages "Hamlets" ) Operations 

SOT ( + ) One Fire Team Should Go With SOT 

Figure 6 (U). Search Operations; Villages. Hamlets 
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b. A ICOlil doc lbOIIld nol be ueed on both oulpaltl 
ud patroll In aile nl,ht. If both .n CUIpOlt and • patrol 
ar. nelK1«l, two do,1 IbOIIld be utillud. [llperience 
hli provea that a leout do,' I mOlt valuable funcHon II 
th.t of patrollln,. 

c. Dop wblch have not made contact clarln, two 
lucce .. lve patroll IbOIIld be encourllled by patrolJln, 
aptn.t a .""ed ambulh. TbI.. may be done on a very 
Imall .cale, but .ufllctent 10 malnta.ln the doc'l 
Inter.t In hil 1II11.lon. 

d. A 'CIOUt doc Clall worit at mlUdmum .f!letlncy for 
lor 3 hour. at a I:I.lIIe: 1111 III lOme tropical cllm.tel. 
On Ion, CIINratiOll. demandlnc the UN of • aln,le do, 
at the pollil elemlnt lor lonpr perloda of nml, two 
doal .boWd be uled IUlepln, 0111 111 the ,.ear ... 
r .. erYe al.lllint (Fil. 4) 

• OIpeblUI:I. ... nd IJmital:l.OIII of Boout Dop 
~arslllill Bioe Paddlll, M.nbll. hamp. 
or JUlllle-T)'pe Terrala. 

a. TbI U .. I'or &lid Purpoll of TIU. Tralll1a,. 

(l) For a 'OOIIt dot team to be IUCCII.ful ud 
acoompl1.llltt. mtl"011 III 'upport of blfaDtry uaU., " 
mUlt be ooocIlCiceed 110 op ...... 111 mud, water, ud 
Iwamp •• &lid bit capable of dIt.cUDI' enlmy ambulhe. 
ud other _Haled hidla, place. (wblch may bave pre­
vlOII.ly proytded a baYla for the enemy to .Up a_y ud 
avofd dl!t4lcUoa). 

(2) Marllle •• 'waDlPI. ud rice paddll' are found 
tbrCll.\lhOut Alta. To IUloel"lly oury the _I' to the 
enlmy III thb ""on, patrol. mu.t travel tbrou,h 
Yarl()U. typl' of terraln. Under the.e coodltionl, • 
patrol I. extrtlmely vulnerable to enemy &mbulh and 

- lnip'" !Ira <Iu. 110 reduced vi albllHy , cover, and con­
cealmeat. Wltb a bl&hly tralned .cout doc th. rl.k of 
the patJ'ol bel.n, ambu.had I. reduced COftllderably. 

(3) ReOOlftIIIn, thl. capability. lewt do,. CIII 

effacUvaly patrol at tha point poIIUon 10 and from ob­
Jictivi ar.... A ._t do, &calli mUlt be capable of 
ouryt .. out ml .. lolla In .... ter, mud, .... ampy 11' .... 
and on dry, clear, open terr.ln. 

b. 'l'IIIt Proplr [mployment of Scout Doa TMm. 
III 1111. laytronment. 

74 

(1) n. doa IboWd be worked on point po.IUon. 

(2) A mlllimum of onl prd I. "'lened to pro­
tect the handll I' .nd doc. 

(3) TN IIIImber of re .. rve dotl with the patrol 
_Id deplnd on dlltance., ml .. lon, and 
terrain. 

(4) Due 110 the alceleary amount of nol.e c.uaed 
by the patrol, thl doc &cam lbould patrol 
ahead with the forward elemllllt, keepl", eye 
contact with thl mll1n body.' In thl. manner 
thl dol can work more eHectively and Ule 
Itl .en.e. of .clnt. lOund. and .ipt 10 
better .dvantace, 

(5) Secau.1 of lrrepl.ar wI .. d drlfte cuRd by 
Ibl. terrain. Ibe dot team .bou.Id be per­
mttted to d,z8C If po .. lble, ustng the wind 
110 IU. dar" advantap. 

(6) The blndler IIbould travel u lIpt .. po.stble, 
becau .. gce.llvi equlpmlnt will e&WII him 
110 .1Dk deeper III mud and .wamp. 

• Search. o ear • Deatroy Oper.tion. CVIIIIII". and 
Ramlltl) 

a. Unle .. employed correctly •• oout dogl In 1hI. 
environment could be a dltflatte burden on the com· 
mander. of the ulln, unH.. Experience reveal. that 
doal bICome _ru.ed and 100II 10 .. Intere.t In their 
work; they chi .. chicken •• co ..... pig •• or other 
wmal.. 10 thele In.tance ..... hile tbe dog. have been 
ot lOme p.ycholOJIcai vallie. they bave contributed 
little. Thl ,e.101I for thl. I. due 10 100 mucb buman 
and wmal .cent pIli' con.tant dI.tracUunl prellnt In 
the.e vll1a,... For 1hI. re.lIOn domeat1c animal. 
Ihould be Introduced la the larly .tqea of tr.lnlng 
and .cout dog •• bOIIld be corrected from alerting Oft 

animal .cent •• 

b. Method. of Imploymeat. A .eout dog te.m 
lbould-

(1) Work do ... nwlnd. 

(2) Havi patrol remove all Inhabitant. from the 
houle. and place them down ... lnd. 

(3) Check all bOII.e. with hli dog to eIl.cover If 
any enemy are bldden between double ... all •• 
or In lunnel. IIndltr boll ... . 

(4) Cbeck aurroundln, ar .... for IInderlTouad 
IUdeoutl, or cache. of weaponl. 

(5, Check alo", canal., rice paddlee, river., 
or Iakl' for po.alble IUdeout. under ~. 

(6) Check carefully around pi, and cattle pella, 
hay.tack. and other likely hiding pl.cell for 
cache. of ... eapon. and ammunltion. 

• Proper Employment of Scout DoC Team" on 
Waterbornl Patrol. 

a. Ordinarily the .cout doc team ",111 lie cml,lo~ed 
with the l .. d element of the patrol: the 001( lind handler 
tlldn, up a .taUonary po.IUon In thl ho ... or .. tern of 
the craft. 

b. DIle to the Irrqular wind drift. Icauaed blithe 
hlp bank •• nd water currentl) thl. 'creeniDi element 
.boWd follow a zl,za, caurae do ... n the canal or 
.tream, woritln, (rom onl bank to the other. 

c. [f there I •• pravaiUnc wiad blowln, off either 
n.nk. however, the Icreenla, ellment .hould follow 
the bank farthllt away from the upwind fiank. 110 that 
the doc WOI)'t pt e.u,ht In any dead apace caused by 
the .cnt beln, blo ... n oVlr the canal bank. The 
principle. of wind utilization are no different than 
when runnln, land probleml. 

d. It .hOllld not be con. trued, ho ... ever, that the 
do,. alwaYI ... ork from the lead boat. For at I1me. 
the wind may be blo ... l", from the rear and thtl ... 111 
neceliitati plaetn, the doC In tbe ltern of the last 
boat. 

e. In tho.e In.tancel ... here only one boat ,. em­
ployed, then the dog lhould be placed In the bo ... or 
stern. deplndln, on the ... Ind direction, and a1lo ... ed 10 
remalll thlre. 

f. It I. not advlaable to change the team's polltlon 
once tile boat Is deat. 9lould the boat be 100 small 
or crowded there I. alway. the risk of the craft belJ1l 
capal:ted. There I. allO the dancer of the dog biting 
a member of the patrol, or maldng other undue nol ... 
which would alert the enemy. If It becomel Impera­
tiVI for the team 10 changl po.IUonl, then the boat 
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.houlel I ... pull'"" o"l" land whl't" lht! ".,'hq""" l'qlt h_ 
mlide with the le ... l I'0 .. lhls del .. )', nulllle IIlld/llr 
confusion. ThIs can be done by oU-loadlllllhll team 
aDd then reloadinl them after other patrol members 
bave shifted positions. The most Important point to 
remember is not to risk any change of poSition wbere 
the poIIsibllUy exists 01 capalzing the boat. ThIs can 
coat livn, equipment, and the succe.s of the mlaalon. 

• Techniques of Loading and Off-Loading 

a. Prior to entr} Into waterborne tralnlllI exercl ... 
all dog. mUll! be thoroughly obedient and under absolute 
control of the handler, 

b, Practice ahould .tarl with dogs being accustomed 
to ,elling In and oul of a boat tied to a pier or bank. Tbl. 
should be repeated a. often aa nec .. sary unlil the dog 
lIho .... no fright and can manipulate any required 
maneuvers without threat of cap.blng the craft. To 
accompll.b thl. maneuver the handler .hould alway. 
enter the boat Ont. Th_ he can either 11ft the do, 
IlIto the boat or have It _ter by IIMIf, The cholct' 
depend. on the phy.lcal re1aUolllblp of the boat to the 
buI< or pier. The realOn for the handler ellterl", the 
boat Ilr.t I. 10 that he can be there to coatrol the doJ, 
and Jive ellcourapment If lIece .. ary. 

c. The team .hould allO be the fir.t to _ter the 
boat. Wldle they are dolllI 10 other membera of the 
patrol .hould be .teadyllll the crlft to prevent It from 
cap.lzllIl· 
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_. Ourlng Mov.ment 

a. Generally. the beat poliUon for the .cout do, 
team I. directly In front of the patrol. The team pre­
cede. the patrol. keepllllienerally on the aaaiped 
direction of mov.merl.l, WIDd CODdl.UODII may dlctate 
that the team move 011 the wtadward lide of the route 
of advanc. to take mLldmum advantace 01 til. doc" 
•• nae. of .mell and heartlll. 

b. The dlstallcea at wlllcll the team d.tecta the 
enemy depend on wind dlr.ctlon anclllPfled. w .. dler 
condlUona, alld terrlln. No aver .. e can be .tatec!. but 
reliability Is very high at 300 metera, Favorabl. 
condiUon. permit d.tection at far ,""t.r diataftC.a. 
Adver .. condition ••• uch a. wlod Irom the rear, reduce 
Lbe eff~cti ve dlstanc •. 

c, If the wind I. blowln, from .Ither aide rather 
than dI reclly from the enemy, the proc •• a of detection 
may ta.ke long~r alllce traveratng may be n.ce.ury. 
In some altuaUon •• th18 travenlng can be don. by the 
team .... hll. Ihe patrol conUnueil on a dlr.ct route. 

d. When the handler alpal. thai the do( haa d.tected 
the enemy. holt the palrollmm.dlately and approach th. 
hl4ndler on the side appoal te the do( 10 the dog will not 
be distracted. From the naNre of the do,'. alert, the 
hl&ndler can tell you the approx.lmate dlrectton. dlatallce, 
and location of the en.my. The Informatloll "read" by 
the handl.r I. mol'. IIMC! a. the team movea do •• r to 
the ... nem),. 

e. If 11 I. not practlcabl. for you to reconnolt.r th. 
pOSition, the 'COIlt do, team can do thl. alld report to 
you. In such a situation, you mu.t provld •• ecurl ty lor 
the team. 
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d. ·n, .. "'"m .boult! III,," ,",ter the 1 .. 1111 frum the 
t'ouLalr portion, unle .. the bo ... or .... rn "&11 be slAblllled. 
After ellterlllI the team ahould Immed1&lJIly !&Ite up 
posl tlonll In the atern or bow of the boat 

e, Once aboard the boat the do( mllst remalnetlent. 
It may be permitted to lie down only If the s!tuation or 
patrol dllraUon allows; otherwlae, the do( abould be 
kept In the Iitl1'ng poalUon, faelllJ fDrward or 10 the 
rear of the craft lMpendl'ng on where It Is staaoned 10 
take be.t a<tvanta,e of the wlDd. 

f. The chaneeover la made before entry Into the 
boat. The boat may be too crowded or too eul1y cap­
abed to permit maldn, the chan,eover once a4r1ft. 

,. To oft-load a .cout do( the procedure la re-
ver.ed, aa elqllalned prevtou.ly It la Im-
portant to note that durlDi oft-loadiDi eurel .. a the do( 
I. not permitted to Jump Into the ..... t.r. unle .. ablOllllely 
neceSlary to pln the .hore, becallae the r_II1"1I( DOl •• 
of IPluhlnl aDd ahU1D1ltaelf 10 dr7 off wtn alll't any 
enemy In the Immediate vtetrl.lty of the 1aDd111(. 

h. The scovt dog team and patrol member. of !be 
I .. d boat .hould go aahor. to recollDOlter the rt .. rW.aIl 
al .UIP.cted <lupr polllla 

I. When .tfecllDl any waterbrorM operallOll It I. 
ImperiU v. that the do( be .U.nl and linder COIIIplt'tl 
control of the handl.r al ali tim... Tbl. Importallt 
point I. repeated becali •• any DOt .. COIald coat dleUve. 
of the patrol. 

• At The ObjecUve 

a. Th. 'COllt dog team I •• lPeclally valuabl. 10 the 
ob,ecUve area. Th. team can locate aentrl.a, determln. 
the extent of po.IUona. and pinpoint .peelAc politlona. 
Wh.n the mlaslon la r.coal\lJaaanc., and near approacll 
of tbe patrol la nol practicable, the team may be abl. to 
reconnoiter th. obJeqUve and .ecure ~. needed in­
formation. Wllell the ml.IdOll I. com"t, llIIormallon 
obtained by the team may allow )'\'III 10 pold UoD 7'DIU' 
patrol without betlll detected before you are rlildy 10 
attack. 

b. The .cout do( team doe. DOt par"cl.pate 111 
combat acUooa at the obJectlv.. DIui", thl. ACCIDtI, the 
team I. poaltioned to the rear or to a flaIIk wb .... ll CUI 
provld. "CUrlt)' and be prepared to a .. l.t the p&h'ol 011 
th. r.Nrn route. 

• ProtecUon of the IIoout Dot T-.m 

Th. 'COIlt do( works 00 a 1 ... 11 III front of eM 
llandl.r. Wh_ wOl'k1D1. the do( reqlllr .. the bandI..r'. 
full attention; thtrefor •• lie caDDOt work the dot 
.UecUvely aDd HI bI. lDdlridual WeIpOll at the .. m. 
tim •. You mllli &lldp & patrol membll' to IOOOmpuy 
and protect the team at ali 11m ... 
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APPENDIX E 

(U) TRACKING GUIDANCE FOR US ARMY COMBAT TRACKER PROGRAM 

FM 20-20 

• Oen.,.1 

1ft lu""e .-r.Uun. fore .. m.y h.ve 10 hunt down 
.mal1lrouptl of ",urlll .. who .r. naU". 10 • p.rtlcular 
are. Ind k_ die terr.ln Intlm.t.ly. 111ere I •• requIre­
ment lII.t troop. be .bl. 10 Inte".r.t .lln. left by the 
en.my.nd be .bI. 10 tr.ek them. Pl.lrUcularly when 
patrolll"l. troop. m.y .ncounter trach whIch ... \11 dl.­
c10'1 the prll.ne. of.n .nemy In the .rea and con.lder­
• ble Inform.Uon ",.y be 1.lned If the mIn. elP.clally 
lunlor I.aden. arl .hl. to "re.d" the .11'1' correctly. 
It I. dUfteult 10 ",ov. In thl Juncl. WIthout I .. vlnll .om .. 
.vlclallCl on tIIIlround. I"en In Iho e .. e of .m.1I 
Iroup •• ome ."". are .Iw.y. prll",t .nd nolleeable 10 
till trained lye. 

• Tralnlnl Re.ollrce. 

To a unll .. .,.Uq In the 111'111. th.rl ar. three 
.ouree. of tr.ck.n th.t .r. u.u.lly lIVallable. 

•• Native Tr.ck.n. Tho a"allablllty of track.ra 
from till. aouree I. aubJect to in.n, Y.rlable". Altitude 
Iow.rd fn.ndly forcli. the IlIn"".11 problem, rellllbll\ly. 
and tru.tworthlMIl .11 enter Inlo con.lderaUon when 
naHv •• er. 10 be IInci. Often n.Uve. will bre.k .nd run 
.1 lhe rtr.t aoUon .lId will con.tltute • thre.t 10 the 
llcurtly of. unit. FlIrtlllr •• om. of th.m m.y be bribed 
or _rceel by lIIerrlll .. 10 le.d friendly troop. Inlo am­
buill. 

b. 8cout Dot.. Well-tr.tned .cout dog. ure u.e­
ful In Ju"ll' IlCIer.tlon.. They m.y be ua.d In pairollini. 
ambu.hI'II. and outpoat duty. 

c. Troop.. All Indl"ldu.la Clln develop .ome 
delr •• of trackllll ability. 

• Ald. 10 Tr.cklnl 

Som. of the .m.ller .I,n ... hlch ""til dl.c1o.e the 
prel.nce or p ..... e of the enemv are a. (ollnw.· 

•. Footprlnl. or pnrllon. of fnntprlnll. n .. hou!t! 
be k_n whoOt tWe of footwllr the enemy I. likely Ul be 
weartlll eo tIIere WIll nol be conru.lun wIth trllc'" matle 
by frIendly IrOO\>I. 

b. OIr.clton of .r1 ... lellvo. or .tlcks kIcked Ul' 
by f .. t. The .. wllllndlc.te the dlrecllon of moypmcnt 
by the .n.my. 

c. UnnalUral form.tlon of vine •• deed ((ra ... and 
broken twll' will Indlc.te thel they heve be.n pu.hed 
•• Ide thu. eIl.turblnl thl n.tural IlPpearance of Ihf' 
vecltaUon. 

d. SlIp or lIuld from cula or brul.e. on rooll and 
tre ... Ibml bark I .... lIy broken when .tepped on and 
aap may appe'r. 
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•. DI.iurbed dry leaf .urfac •• on the ,round. 

t CIIa,.. In color of vllltatlon. Thl. occura 
when foU ... h •• heen dl.turbed and thl lI,hter under­
.Id. of Ihe leave. I. turned up. Thll color will C'OfItr •• t 
.harply alalna' the norm.1 ahln)! .urf.c... On thellround 
the culor p.ttlrn of th .. I .. ve. will be dl.tln""lahed by 
the d.rk "hlldo ... c .. t hy turned-up Ilava. and by the 
dIlrk underlild .. conlrllltinlC with the brown color of the 
other dry leavla . 

g. Dlrl .mudtJo. on ruck •• lOCI .nd leave •. root­
Kt'll r will ,u.u.1I y be wet and dirt will IIdh.re 10 II. .mueltr­
Inll and droppllll( off In fra,ment •. 

h. Water on clrtaln are •• whlraa. the remainder 
I. dry. W.ter will u.uaUy COUICt In depr .. alon. made 
by footprlnta. If the lenerlll .IzI lind phy.lca' charac­
terl.tlc. of the enlmy are known the depth of .ucll • print 
may live a.ood Indication of thl welpt thl m.n WII 
carryllll(; the fact tllat dI rt or mud tenda to pile up around 
the oul.lde of the print ulually meanl that a man .... 
runnlnK when he made Ihe prlnl. 

I. [}I.turhnneca of In.ecl life. Soml In.ecll, 
eepeclally ant., follow II d.ftnlte palh In movement and 
wear a dl.tlnctlve Imprlnl throu,h veillation on Iht· 
,round. If .0methlnK vlolall. thl. p.tch (for In.llnce, 
a footprlntl anta WIll ,0 around thl Interrupllon. Oevl­
aUon from an 1.lIbll.bed route by ant. I. a lood Indlc­
lltion that .omethlnK h •• p .. 8ed over that ar.a. 

• Tracklnl Condition. In Junell 

a, Condition. f.vorln, trackl'll procedure. ar.­

(II Air aad ,round temperature. lIPPrOlC­
Imately equal. 

(2, A mild day with heavy mol.ture In the 
air .. lIh Ilow evaporation. 

PI f)amp Iround lind ve,etatlon. 

,41 Uround ovenh.do .. ed by tr .... 

(51 l.ow wind .peed. 

b. hctor ... hlch adv.raely aff.ct tracklnc are: 

(\) 1>1 reet aunltKht. 

(2) Strong wind. 

(:I, lleavy rain •. 

(4) Runnlnll water. 

('. .:nem y deception. Woll-tralned Inemy Junele 
Iroop. may uae Iny of the follDwlfti methnd. to cnnfuell! 
Irarkera or to deceive p.trola' 

HI Woalklnl hack .. ard •. 

('21 Walking In a .trellm. 

CORG-M-353 



(3) Jumplna: off 10 one aIde of a route 
frequenUy. 

(4) ~l\lttll( up InlO Imall crOUPI of two or 
thra. penona. 

(5) W<4lktna: aloq IOfa or on alOne •. 

(6) Movlna: throup country, aueh .. rocky 
terraIn ovar whleh It la difficult 10 track. 

• CounterdecepUon 

The malboda deaertbecl abova w1l1 delay lb. track­
"11 proc.... No .nemy la ao akllled that be call 
compl.t.ly cov.r ht •• Ip. A caraful a .. rell 01 an .r .. 
wtll .how whit m.tbod 01 deceptton baa been u.ed. 80m. 
m.aur .. 10 counterdeeepttva afforla ar.: 

a. Analy .. the dlractloa of ,ra ••• twI,., ADd farlll 
AI Che.a wtll alway. potllt til dI. dlr.eUon of mov.ment 
reprdJeea of th. faet that foot prlnla lW .. r 10 be 101111 
th. other way. 

b. ....reh bolb banka of a atr .. m at l .. at 500 
maten lip and down from tbe potnt of entry. 

e. U It la lWartlnt that ilia allamy baa IPltt up tbe 
poInt of eeparatlon aIIoWd be IIIlU'ked. A clectl10n bued 
on .tudy of ayalilbl. atpt IIIlU1t btl made a. IiO ... IIIGh 
,roup will be followed. 

d. !uml ... allY lOla, a •• a, and roola III the 
Immedtate vlelnlty. 

•. Examlna th. IU'. 011 I1th.r aIde of a path Duda 
by Iba an.my &oldl.ra for .II1II of dI.turbene •. 
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.l .ELI 

APPENDIX F 

(U) OFF-LEASH SCOUT OOG TRAINING GUIDE 

INTRODUCTION 

Purpose and Scope 

This appendix outlines an IS-week schedule for training scout dogs to 
work off-leash; the training schedule is summarized in Table WI. During 
the first 12 weeks the training follows closely the schedule of basic scout 
dog training in use by the 26th Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog). Fort Benning, 
Georgia. The major changes introduced into training procedures used by 
the 26th Scout Dog Platoon are: (1) early introduction to obedience 
training and scouting on the 25-foot leash; (2) introduction of "drag­
leash" techniques by the sixth week; (3) introduction to off.,..leash training 
by the sixth week; (4) early and continuing emphasis on "sit and stay" 
alert behavior; (5) continuation of intensive training in weeks 10, 11, and 
12, with informal proficiency evaluation in week ll. Techniques for mon­
itoring alerting behavior by radio are introduced in the lOth week. Weeks 
13 through 18 are devoted to intensive off-leash training with radio mon­
itoring. Operational readiness testing is conducted in the 18th week. 
After the 18th week. dogs and handlers are ready for operational deploy­
ment, or for staging preparatory to oper~tional assignment. 

Special Equipment 

Radio Transmitter 

A special radio transmitter attached to the dog's· harness transmits 
signals to the handler. The character of the Signals depends upon 
whether the dog is or is not moving. In order for the handler to recognize 
the meaning of the signals he hears, he must first relate the radio signals 
to the dog's actions by observing the dog while receiving radio signals. 
Then, when the dog does go out of his Sight, the handler will be able to 
interpret the radio signals in terms of the dog's behavior. 

Radio Harness 

The radio transmitter is attached to a special working harness. The 
radio harness is used only when the dog is ready to start working on a 
reconnaissance problem; it is never used during obedience training. 

Radio Receivers 

The dog transmitter is compatible with the ANI PRR-9 (squad radio 
receiver) and with the ANI PRC-IO and -25 families of Army tactical 
radios. In training it is convenient to use such two-way radios as the 
commercial "Handy-Talkie" for communication between handlers and 
decoys. The instructor as well as the handler should have a receiver to 
monitor slgnnls from thf'riof,/;. 
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TABLE vm (U). TRAINING SCHEDULE 

Week Training 

I Basic obedience on six-foot leash; weapons firing acclimatl1:aUon. 

2 Basic obedience on 6- and 2:i-foot leash; weapons firing. • 

3 Advanced ohedlencc on 6- and 2!)-foot leDsh; basic scouting, 
2a-meter patrols; all:'rUng "sit-stay" behavior. 

" Advanced obedlenc(' on 2:i-foot leash and off-leash; basic 
scouting working up to 75-meler problems; "lit-stay" alerting 
behavior; Introduction to booby trap and trip wire detection 
training and casualty (handler) recovery. 

fi Advanced obedience, off-If'osh; scouting on 25-foot leaeh to 250 
meterl; "sit-slay" alerting behnvlor. 

6 Night training; outpost training wi th 6- and 25-foot leuh; day 
work. ofr-leash ohedlence; scouting with SOO-meter and longer 
prohll'ms, drag-leulh; short problema Interspersed With long. 

7 Night outpost training; day training In drag-Iealh to ort-leaeh 
ohedit'nc(', !i00- to 600-meter problems; short problems Inter-
spersed with long. 

S VlIIaKe scarch. short-leash to off-lclIsh control; off-leash 
obl'<.llC'nce, drag-leush to ofC -Iensh. !i00- to 600-meter problems; 
short problema Interspersed with long. 

9 Expedient river crossing (three days). including water-borne 
patrols, 'croasing foot bridge. Mila familiarization; lut 2 days, 
Introduction to helicopter techniques: off-leuh obedience. 500-
to 600-meter probleml; short probleml Interspersed with long. 

10 Advanced o\Jedience, 600- to 1000-meter problems; introduction 
off-leRsh to radio monitoring techniques; short probleml Inter-
spersed with long. 

11 Advanced obedience. off-leash; scouting and patrolling off-
leash; on-leash and off-leash sweep; radio monitoring 
technlqucs; short prohlems Interspersed with long; informal 
proficiency evaluation. 

12 Advanced obedience. off-leRsh; radio-monitoring techniques; 
Rdvanced scouting, ocr-Ieosh. 1000 to 2000-meter problem.; 
short problems Intersperscd with long. 

13 Advnnced obedience. off-It'ush; nrlvanced IcoUUng, ott-Ielllh, 
through rndlo-monltorlng technlqucs, IOOO-5000-meter problem.; 

18 short problcms Intersperscd with long; review on conUnulng 
bosis, village seorch. helicopter techntquf'l, night employment 
(outpost); operational readiness test. 

.Wellpons firing Is contlnul:'d throughout training. 
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Dummy Radio Transmitter 

Dummy radio equipment of the same dimensions and weight as the 
real transmitter is used during training. This dummy radio equipment 
should be available in early stages of training 80 that the dog becomes 
accultomed to carrying it. 

Other Equipment 
A high-pitched whistle is used only for recalUng the dogi it must not 

be sounded for any other purpose. leashes up to 25 feet In length are used. 

Discipline During Training 

Handler/ Dog Relationship 

The handler/ dog' relationship is of max1mum importance in the off­
leash program. Good verbal and hand-signal control are essential. Every 
command must be followed by a consequence. The basic principles of dog 
training outlined in FM 20-20 must be adhered to closely. 

Rewarding the Dog 

The intensity and duration of praise administered by the handler must 
closely reflect the handler's satisfaction with the dog's performance. If 
the dog has performed well. praise must include vigorous petting and 
rubbing for approximately one minute. Of all the rewards the handler can 
give hil dog. petting is the most effective. It has been shown that a dog's 
behavior deteriorates when petting is withheld. The instructor should 
observe the handler's performance carefully and see to it that petting and 
rubbing the animali. a large proportion of the reward procedure. Any 
tendency of the handler to neglect giving petting and to reward correct 
performance only with verbal praise must be corrected. 

ON-LEASH TRAINING (WEEKS 1-5) 

Selection of Training Areas for the First Problems 

Training Areas 

The first training areas used should be fairly clear of trees and brush 
and sufficiently remote to ensure little chance of distraction by other per­
sonnel. The one or two men used as decoys must not have any contact with 
the dog prior to the problem. The decoys must reach their position in such 
a way as to insure that only airborne scent is available to the dog when it 
reaches the ambush area. The first problems should be in an area where 
the wind direction can be determined. 

Decoy Placement 

In the first problems the decoy must be placed so that he is definitely 
up-wind of the dog. It is important that the handler and the instructor 
know as nearly as possible when the dog should alert. The handler must 
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correct mistakes the dog may make in its alerting actions. The instructor 
must at this time prepare the handler for problems in which he will not 
know the position of the decoy. The handler must also be prepared for 
problems in which no decoy has been placed. In later parts of the tralD1ng 
program., 25 to 50 percent of the training trials must,1nclude no-decoy 
flno-target") trials. The situations that the handler will eventually expe­
rience in operations will include a great proportion of "no-target" trials. 

Training Problems 

Obedience Training 

The dog is given 15 to 20 minutes of obedience training before the 
first scouting or other problem of the day. It is not necessary to give 
obedience training before every problem, but a short session of obedience 
with the choke collar and a short leash is conducted before the day's work. 

Starting the Problem 

To start a scouting problem, the handler faces in the direction he intends 
the dog to follow. The handler brings his dog to the "heel" position and puts 
the radio harness with the transmitter on the dog. During this procedure 
the dog is not allowed to move about. The dog is kept In the heel position 
until the handler gives the command "search." Simultaneously the handler 
uses the appropriate hand motion. As the dog moves out, the handler 
follows. Initially, the dog is allowed to approac-h the decoy close enough 
so that the "sit-stay" commands are definitely paired with the immediate 
presence of the decoy. As the dog learns to associate" sit-stay" behav10r 
with the presence of a decoy, the distance to the decoy: must be increased. 
This introduces a critical period of training during which the handler must 
learn. by closely observing the dog's total behavior t to recognize subtle 
indications the dog will give that it has received some sort of cue telling it 
of the presence of the decoy. 

The Alert 

When the dog has definitely become aware of the decoy's presence, the 
handler immediately gives the command "sit" accompanied by a sharp tug 
on the leash. This will stop the dog while it is in the "aura" of the decoy. 
When the dog has sat, the handler will give the command "stay." The 
decoy does not attempt to distract or excite the dog. Any attempt by the 
dog to move forward or to break its sitting position must brina a sharp "no" 
and a tug on the leash by the handler. The handler will have the dog remain 
in the "sit" position for a few moments. During this time the handler will 
gradually relax any tension that may be on the leash. If the dog attempts to 
move it must be strongly reprimanded with "no" and then commanded to "sit" 
again. 

With the leash slack and the dog still in the sitting poSition, the 
handler will approach the dog and praise it whJll' the decoy comes out of 
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hiding. The handler then moves away to the end of the leash and gives the 
command "come" followed by "heel." In later training, arm signals and 
the dog whistle will be substituted for the verbal command "come." Reward 
for correct alerting behavior will also, of necessity, have to be delayed in 
later off-leash training until the dog has returned to the handler. By that 
time, the entire sequence of correct behavior should be integrated into a 
single chain that begins and ends at the handler. 

False Alerts 

Incorrect alerting behavior by the dog. particularly performing alerts 
at inappropriate times (false alerts). poses the most difficult training pro­
blem for the handler and instructor. The critical factor in determining 
whether an alert is valid or false is whether a decoy is present in the dog's 
search environment. In early problems, when the dog's search environment 
is clearly limited, the problem is relatively simple. As the dog's search 
environment mlariel, however, the problem becomes more difficuJt. A 
basic requirement during all stages of training is that the total search envi­
ronment has to be controlled, so that the instructor knows conclusively if 
a human being is or is not within the search environment. 

Punishment for False Alerts 

In a well controlled search environment it is essential that the dog 
receive punishment for making a false alert. A standard procedure must be 
followed: when the handler knows that an alert is false, the handler will go 
to the dog while it is sitting, say "no, II sharply. bring the dog to heel, and 
return with the dog to the starting position. If the dog perSists in making 
false alerts. it should be removed from the problem area and put through a 
snappy obedience session. 

Limiting Alerting Distance 

In general, any alert should be treated as false in which decoys are 
more than 300 meters away. This introduces a measure of arbitrariness into 
training situations. In effect it teaches the dog to disregard stimuli below 
some threshold value. The number of decoys used in training problems should 
he varied to familiarize the dog with a range of acceptable stimuli. 

Interpreting Meteorl;)logical Conditions and Terrain Factors 

The handler must acquire some understanding of the effect of mete­
orological conditions and terrain features on the distribution of airborne 
scent. At the same time the instructor must avoid creating a "meteorological 
mystique" according to which a dog's alert is judged valid if a single decoy is 
known to be a mile and a half away. 
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Performance at End of Fifth Week 

By the end of the fifth week the dog should be performing correct sit-stay 
alerts on the 25-foot leash in controlled problems with hidden decoys. Alerting 
distance at this time will vary with individual dogs and will depend upon the 
wind direction, speed, and other environmental conditions in a given problem 
situation. Even though the dog is still on a leash, it should perform the cor­
rect alerting behavior without urging by the handler. 

E LIMINA TING THE LEASH (WEEKS 6-9) 

Problem Design and the Alert 

Intermediate Training 

Beginning with the sixth week of training the major emphaSis in the pro­
cedure will be on increasing the distance covered in problems, beginning 
off-leash work, and the positioning of decoys. During this phase of training 
correct alerting behavior will continue to be stressed. 

Problem Length 

Problems will be lengthened to cover distances of 500 to 600 meters. and 
one of every five problems will be run without a decoy (no target situation). 

Setting the Decoy 

The dog by now should be proficient in performing the sit-stay alert. 
Decoys will be positioned randomly with respect to the wind direction. The 
scent may be carried on the wind in such a way that the dog now has to pass 
the decoy in order to encounter the scent cone. At this stage of the training 
the handler, as well as the instructor, should know the location 'of decoys, 

Working the Dog 

Ultimately during off-leash scouting training and employment the dog will 
tend to optimize the distance at which it works ahead of the handler. depending 
on the nature of the terrain. The handler must control the working distance 
with reference to the tactical situation, wind conditions. and other factors. 
Until about the end of the sixth week of training the dog is kept on the 25-foot 
leash. If the dog works too slowly. the command "search" will be given 
sharply and repeated as needed. If the dog tends to work too rapidly, the 
command "nol' and a snap of the leash are given. 

The Alert 

The dog must undergo as much training as necessary to prevent it from 
"running inr')n" the decoy. The handler must tug on the leash and have the 
dog sit if it tends to want to approach the decoy. As training progresses, 
however, nnd the dog learns to hold its sit-stay alert, decoys should 
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actively try to stimulate the dog when it has alerted correctly. This will 
tend to maintain the dog's intere8t in the game. When the dog makes an 
error. al Judged by the handler. and missel a decoy, the handler may now 
request the decoy to startle the dog by movement or noise In the bru8h. 
When the dog now alerts. the handler will immediately gtve his commands 
for the alert, "sit and stay. " Reward for an alert made in response to overt 
acttonl of a decoy mu.t be given cautiously. Proper recognition for the 
dog's correct response/ sit:-stay behavior must be given, but by minimal 
reward the dog is made to understand that an alert that is elicited by a 
decoy" actions is less rewarding than when it comes about without any 
overt actions by the decoy. 

Recalling the Dog 

The handler gradually moves farther and farther away from his dog 
while it holds ita alert, moving toward the starting position of the problem. 
The dOl learns to cover more and more ground when the handler recalls it 
with the whistle. When it is recalled, the dog always returns to the heel 
position. It 11 most important that the dog learns to hold its alert until the 
recall signal is given. Recall procedure must be standardized. 

Introduction to Off-Leash Scouting 

The "lZag-Leash" Technique 

The handler may release the 25-foot leash and allow the dog to drag 
it behind him. Initially the handler must be ready to pick up the free end 
of the leash to prevent the dog charging the decoy. Close attention must be 
paid to the dog's performance as it proceeds in a problem dragging its 
leash. Excessive loitering and obvious inattention to work must be discour­
aged. 

OU-l.uh Obedience 

Off-leash obedience training must be emphasized during these weeks 
of training. The dog must learn to fisH and stay" while the handler walks 
away to distances of 200 to 300 meters, and then to come immediately and 
heel on command. The dog must respond equally well to vocal commands. 
hand 'lgnals, or the dog whi8tle. 

Realism in Training 

Varying the Problems 

By the ninth week problems should be set up in which the decoy's 
position Is not always known to the handler in advance. Also, approximately 
every fifth trial should I:e a "no-target" situation. Short problems must be 
randomized with longer ones so that the dog alii the handler do not become 
accustomed to problems of a particular length. 
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Use of the Radio 

The handler and decoy should maintain radio communication if possible 
to establish definitely the validity of all alerts. The handler must become 
completely familiar with the characteristics of signals received from the 
dog's transmitter during searching and alerting. 

Performance at End of Ninth Week 

The dog must perform correct alerting behavior on-leash and with the 
drag leash at reasonable dog-to-decoy distances. The dog must "staY" when 
the handler walks away to distances of 100-200 meters toward the problem 
starting position. The dog must "come" promptly in response to arm signals 
or the dog whistle. 

OFF-LEASH TRAINING (WEEKS 10-18) 

Advanced Training Problems 

The Training Area 

Beginning problems in off-leash training are best situated in areas that 
allow the handler gradually to lengthen the distance between himself and the 
dog and at the same time to keep the dog in sight. The importance of con­
trolling access of all persons to the training area cannot be overemphasized. 

Training Routine 

The routine procedure is the same as in earlier training. The radio 
harness is used'when the dog is working on a scouting problem but at no 
other time. A break should be observed between problems. Prompt and 
precise performance by the dog must be emphasized, especially for the 
commands "search," "Sit," "stay." and "come," in response to vocal, 
hand, and whistle signals. Hand and whistle signals, e8pecially for "Ieareh" 
and "come," should be emphasized in advanced training. 

Out-of -Sight Alerts 

Problems wUl be set up during this period in which the dog's alert 
will occur out of sight of the handler. The handler will have to learn to 
depend upon signals from the harness radio to keep him informed of the 
dog's actions. The dog whistle must be used in these situations for recalling 
the dog. Upon completing a problem successfully the dog receives praise and 
petting after it has returned to the heel position. In these problems the handler 
will have a chance to develop skUl in controlling his dog at a distance and in 
regulating the distance at which the dog is used effectively. Short problems 
must be interspersed with long problems so the dog never knows when to expect 
to make a detection. 
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Clo.e-Range and On-Leash Performance 

In practice problems, the handler .trives to develop the dog's confidence 
In workia& at a distance and out of his 8ight, but at the same time the handler 
mu.t maintain both his and the dog's skUl at working together at close range 
and also on-leash, which may st111 be neceslary in some situations. 

Radio Contact Between Handler and Decoys 

The decoy can greatly expedite training if he keeps the handler (and 
inltruotor) informed by radio to the fullest extent possible of a dog's actions 
in lituations where the dog il in view of the decoy but not of the handler or 
In.truotor. The posBible effect of radio noise as a cue to the dog must always 
be kept in mind whenever the radio is used for handler-decoy communication. 

Realism in Training 

Unit Training Problems 

When a dog and handler have thoroughly mastered the routines and 
techniques of off-leash scouting, they should be integrated into a squad 
or larger patrol unit in field exercises designed for maximum realism. 
Such exercises must be designed to allow the dog! handler team major 
responsibUity for insuring security of the unit. 

-
Radio Monitoring of the Dog 

On extended distance problems the handler will be able to identify 
movements of the dog by the consistent rhythm of changes in the transmitted 
signal. He wUl learn to differentiate running, walking, trotting. and tempo­
rary paules, as well as true alerts. 

Ra::all and Reward 

The dog must respond to vocal commands, arm signals. and the dog 
whistle interchangeably to return to the heeUng position at any time without 
heSitation, whether it has alerted or not; however, since the purpose of the 
recall is primarily to recover the dog after it has alerted, "false" returns 
should be kept to a minimum. The dog must, however. respond promptly and 
correctly to a recall signal at any time. The handler must always keep in 
mind the importance of rewarding the dog appropriately for correct behavior 
as soon as possible after successful performance. Fondling, petting, and 
verbal praise are the most meaningful rewards for the dog, 

Performance at End of Eighteenth Week 

A dOl and ita handler should be able to work as "point" in a five-mile 
ICOUting problem with the dog off-leash and free to range out of sight of the 
handler. The dog should be able to kE'ep at least 100 meters In advance of 
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its handler while maintaining the desired azimuth with only arm signals to 
guide it. The handler should be able to monitor the dog solely by means of 
radio signals. The dog should not make any false alerts. Alerts on one-
to six-man decoy parties should average not over 300 meters dog-to-decoy 
distance. The dog should hold a sit-stay alert until recalled by dog whistle. 
It should respond promptly and correctly to the recall whistle at any time. 

An off-leash scout dog should be able to work on-leash if necessary_ It 
should be reasonable proficient in all aspects of day and night performance 
normally expected of the average on-leash scout dog. 

CORG-M-353 87 



APPENDIX G 

(C) A USTRALIAN TRACKING GUIDANCE (U) 

DEFINITION 

(U) Tracking is the art of being able to follow or hunt down a man or 
beast from marks or scent. Whereas animals do not conceal their 
tracks and have set characteristics which make tracking comparatively 
easy, the enemy is cunning and skillful and wtll generally try to conceal 
his tracks. 

REQUffiEMENT 

(U) There is a requirement for junior leaders to be able to interpret 
signa left by the enemy. The presence of enemy in an area w1ll often be 
disclosed to a patrol by tracks. Considerable information regarding 
enemy movement can be gained by a patrol leader who is able to read 
the signs correctly. 

(U) After an encounter the surviving enemy will often disperse rapidly 
to a prearranged rendezvous at a distance which varies with the type of 
enemy soldier, his tactics, and the ground. The ability to track when 
following up w1l1 materially help a patrol to locate and destroy the re­
maining enemy. 

(U) Important information may be gained from a bivouac or camp area 
vacated by the enemy, if the patrol leader is trained to identify the in­
evitable signs of enemy occupation. 

(U) Tracking plays a special role in counterinsurgency operations when 
It is often difficult to locate Insurgents, parttcularly in jungle areas. In 
the passive and early active phases of insurgency, the enemy will rarely 
stand and fight; he conducts raids or ambushes and returns to base areas 
as quickly as possible. Patrol leaders must exploit the combined track­
ing potential of men and dogs to maintain contact with the enemy. 

(U) When a patrol is sent out with native trackers it is essential for 
the patrol leader to have a fair knowledge of tracking. He can then 
recognize signs pointed out to him and if trackers' opinions are in 
conflict he is capable of making a final decision. 

THE VISUAL TRACKER 

Requirements 

(U) The principal requirements for a visual tracker are good eyesight, 
memory, intelligence, fitness, and an understanding of nature. Although 
practice and experience will make the average soldier a tracker, only 
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those with special aptitude and skills will approach the standard of the 
experienced local tracker. Native trackers generally track best in the 
areas in which they were born. 

(U) It is not necessary for all soldiers to become highly trained visual 
trackers. Whenever the enemy moves, he leaves evidence of his move; 
patrolling efficiency will be greatly enhanced if all troops have a general 
knowledge of tracking. Patience, persistence, and keen observations are 
the basis of good tracking. 

Aids to Tracking 

(U) Some of the smaller signs that will disclose the enemy I s presence 
and aid in tracking are: 

• Footprints or portions of footprints; the type of footwear the 
enemy is likely to be wearing should be known to minimize 
confusion with tracks made by friendly troops. 

• Grass, leaves, or sticks kicked up by the enemy frequently 
indicate the direction of movement. 

• Unnatural formations of vegetation indicate passage of a body 
which has disturbed the natural appearance of the vegetation. 

• Sap, exuding from cuts or bruises on protruding rootsj this 
is very noticeable with the rubber tree, the bark of which is 
easily broken. 

• Dry leaf surfaces on thc ground after rain; lack of dew on 
vegetation. 

• Vegetation color changes which occur when the foUage has 
been disturbed and the lighter underside of the leaves is turned 
up, contrasting sharply with the normal shiny upper surfaces; 
on the ground the normal color pattern of the leaves w1ll be 
disrupted by the dark shadows cast by turned-up leaves, and by 
the dark underside contrasting with the brown color of the other 
dry leaves. 

• Dirt smudges on rocks, logs, and leaves left by passage of 
feet or footwear. 

• Broken cobwebs up to the height of a man. 

• Moss scraped from trees. 

• Disturbance to animal or insect lifc. 

• Disturbance of water where people have climbed out of creeks 
or stepped in puddles. 

(to) The tracker moves from sign to sign and never passes a sign hefure 
he sees the next. Each sign may be quite different from the last. There 
is no reason why he cannot bypass signs if he sees others further ahead. 
The speed of his tracking is, of course, directly proportional to the ease 
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with which he finds each Bign, and the time taken to examine it. 

(U) As the visual tracker relit·s on sight he Is unable to track at night 
except under such unusual circumstances as bright moonlight, artificial 
illumination, or phosporescence in the undergrowth. 

Common Native Tracks 

(U) The enemy may use local inhabitants for porters or couriers. Points 
to note on native tracks are: 

• Walking. Barefoot prints are soft rounded impressions formed 
by the heel, ball of the foot, or toes. Women I s tracks are 
generally smaller and have on the whole two characteristics: 
they tend to be pigeon-toed, and their toes are more splayed 
than those of men. 

• Running. Running footprints usually show skid marks, depth 
of impressions, prints that show heaviest impression of balls 
of feet and toes~ splayed toes, and badly damaged vegetation 
with resultant lack of concealment of trail. 

• Load Carriers. Shortened stride, with deeper impressions 
than normal in soft ground, and showing broadly splayed toes 
indicate passage of laden porters. 

Interpreting frac ks 

(U) A number of factors must be considered when interpreting signs: 

90 

• Age of signs. Obviously the tracking information will be more 
important if the sign is fresh, and subsequent action will depend 
on the age. 

• Type of Vegetation. Signs will vary considerably with different 
types of vegetation. What will be obvious in grassland may not 
be so obvious in primary jungle, and the commander must evaluate 
the effects of these differences in interpreting signs. 

• Topography. Likely places for good signs are steep inclines 
where slide marks w1l1 he left, or river banks where the ground 
is soft. 

• Weather conditions. Rain will quickly obliterate most signs, 
but it wl1l also provide wet vegetation and soften ground which 
w11l make signs more obvious. Strong winds will straighten 
bushes and ferns thnt have been bent in passage. High tempera­
ture will quickly restore many signs to their natural state. 

• Slze and CompOSition of Units Tracked. The number of indi­
viduals in the party and the presence of animals or vehicles 
will be evidenced in the resultant signs. 
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Jud~ng thc Aj.{c of Track Signs 

(U) Track sign age determination can be made on the basis of: 

• Vegetation. The state and position of trodden vegetation must 
be noted since different species of plants have different resi-

. lience. Only practice and experience wlll enable a tracker to 
use this evidence for accurate assessment of the age of a track. 

• Impressions in Mud. The dryness of a track in mud or soft 
ground must be noted. If the track is very fresh, water w1ll 
not have run back into the depression and the mud, which has 
been pushed up around the depression made by a foot, wlll still 
cling to the edges of the depression. Later the water runs back, 
and later stUl mud kicked forward by the foot leaving the ground 
begins to dry. 

• Obliteration by Rain or Mist. If tracks are pockmarked, they 
will have been made before the rain; if they are not they wUl 
have been made after the rain. Similarly, by noting if the tracks 
have been pockmarked by mist dripping from trees, an estimate 
of their age can be made. 

• Cracks in Bent Grass or Leaves. An indication of the age of 
a track may be gained by the state of the dryness of cracks 
made by passage through living vegetation. \-Vhen fresh such 
cracks are green, but after a few days they turn brown. 

• Superposed Game Tracks. Most wild animals lie up during 
the day and move at night. If human prints on forest trails 
have animal tracks superposed, and these tracks show that 
the animals have moved in both directions, the human prints 
are probably at least one night old. If tracks show that the 
animals have moved only in one direction, then the human 
tracks were probably made during the night, after the animals 
had moved down to water and before they moved back. 

• Leaves Covering Tracks. In forests, leaves arc always falling 
from the trees. The number of leaves that fall depends on the 
amount of wind and rain during the past few days: this w1l1 give 
all indication of the age of trac ks. 

Deception and its Countcr 

«(I) The enemy may use any of the follOWing methods to deceive trackers: 

• Walking Backward. This type of deception is used mainly in 
soft ground or dusty patches. Mud flakes are kicked up by the 
heel instead of the toe; the heel mark tends to be deeper than 
that of the ball of the foot, and the feet are placed wider apart 
although the pace is shorter. 

• Walking on the edges of paths or astride them. 
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• stepping in existing tracks to disguise the number In a group. 

• Walking in streams or stream heds. 

• Splitting up into small groups. 

• Walking along fallen trees, over rocky ground, or stepping 
from rock to rock. 

• Tip-toeing. 

• Rear man covering tracks with leaves. 

(U) These deception methods will delay a tracker but the commander 
must bear in mind that the enemy is not possessed with Wings. Un1ess 
carried out by an expert, deception will often serve only to give a clearer 
indication of where the track is. A careful search of the immediate vi­
cinity will show what method of deception has been used. The commander 
can then take steps to review the follow-up. Some suggested methods of 
countering deceptive practices are: 

• Note the direction of bending of grass, twigs, or ferns which 
will always point in the direction of movement even when the 
footprints appear to be going the other way. 

• Search banks of a stream for about a mile up and down from the 
point of entry. 

• Use a "box" or " cross grain" searc h. 

• Report immediately _to the commander any split up of the enemy 
group; the commander will then decide which party to follow. 
The splitting-up point should be marked so that the team can 
return to it and start again if necessary. 

• Examine logs or stones. 

• "Lift II the team and try a search on more favorab1e ground. 

• Examine the areas on either side of the track for signs of dis­
turbances In the leaves. 

Information Obtainable 

(U) A visua1 tracker should be able to find at least some of the follOWing 
information: 

• Direction of tracks. 

• Age of tracks. 

• Number in party. 

• Whether the party is load-<:arrying. 

• Sex. 
• Weapons. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Or ganization of Tracking 

(C) The use of native trackers must be concealed, or the enemy will make 
greater attempts to hide his tracks. When following a track, trackers 
should: 

• Precede the patrol with an escort which w111 normally act as the 
patrol scouts, moving only a pace or two behind each tracker. 

• Be free to concentrate on studying ground: hence the require­
ment for the protective escort who must be prepared to either 
knock the tracker aside or fire over his shoulder should the 
need arise. 

• Work in threes: the leading tracker works to the front, followed 
by his escort; the second tracker, followed by his escort, watches 
for track breaking to the right or left; the third tracker, who is 
resting, remains with the main body of the patrol. 

• When working a track, be rested approximately every 30 minutes. 
The normal work routine has the leading tracker, who has the 
most tiring job, dropping back to third position in the body of 
the patrol; the second tracker, whose eye has been shaped by 
his role in second place, moves up to the lead; and the rested 
man moves up from the patrol position to the role of second 
tracker. 

• On encountering tracks, study them to deduce their meaning 
and fix the spot on the map. If a tracker is not with the patrol. 
the commander should mark the signs and, if possible, get a 
competent tracker to the location. Soldiers must not mUI 
around an area where signs have been found. The quicker a 
tracker starts to follow a sign, the better the chances of being 
able to follow the track to its conclusion. 

Handling of Native Trackers 

(U) Native trackers should be under the direct control of a patrol commander. 
Their morale must be maintained by: 

• The example set by members of the patrol. 

• Proper attention to their administration. 

• A sympathetic understanding of their problems. 

• The knowledge that they have immediate close protection from 
the escort. 

(U) New enemy methods used to conceal tracks must be explained to 
native trackers and, conversely, any new methods discovered by a tracker 
must be passed back to higher authority. 
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Training 

(U) Visual trackers lose their sklll if continuation training is not carried 
out. This training can be achieved by laying a simple trac k over about 
one mile of country two or three times a week, and ideally. once per day. 

TRAC KER DOGS 

General 

(U) The tracker dog Is a trained war dog. His training and use are based 
upon his abUit)' to track his prey rather than upon his naturally aggressive 
instincts. Tracker dogs are a valuable weapon which, properly used, give 
our forces an advantage over the enemy. When faced with the prospect of 
being tracked by dogs the average man tends to take rash avoiding action 
which not only slows him up but even increases the scent and enhances 
the dog's chances of success. The breeds most commonly used are the 
tractable breeds with" good noses, II Labradors, retrievers, bloodhounds, 
Alsatians, and Dobermann Pinschers. 

(U) To obtain the maximum value from tracker dogs, it is essential to 
have an understanding of the conditions best suited for their employment. 
The behavior of dogs, like that of most animals, is strongly affected by 
outside influences. It follows, therefore, that the performance of any dog, 
no matter how highly trained, is not constant and the dog cannot be expected 
to work efficiently under all conditions. This is often not fully appreCiated, 
and instances have occurred where adverse criticism has been leveled against 
a dog simply because the person responsible for its employment was ig­
norant of its limitations. Full value can be derived only from a thorough 
understanding.of the capabilities of the dogs. 

Trac king Conditions 

Scent 

(U) The ability of a dog to track depends entirely upon its sense of smell 
and the capacity of the quarry to produce a detectable scent. It is essen­
tial to know something of the theory of scent. AU matter gives off scent 
to 80me degree. This scent consists of minute particles which tend to 
fall to the ground at various distances from the source. The combination 
of all these scents makes up a scent picture which the dog follows. The 
dog becomes conscious of the scent near or on the ground over which the 
individual has passed, when it comes in contact with the delicate membranes 
lining his nose. 

(u) Composite scent consists of natural and artificial scents. The total 
of a human's scent varies with the individual, depending on race, diet, 
and habits. Added to body odour there is the scent given off the wearer' s 
clothes, hair oil, toothpaste, equipment, and footwear, and those scents 
released by the brushing and breaking of vegetation and the crushing of 
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small insects. The ability of the dog to follow a track depends on the dis­
tribution, quantity, and life of a scent. 

Factors Favoring a Successful Track 

(U) The factors favoring a successful track are: 

• Cloudy, Cool Weather. A mUd overcast day favors tracking as 
it Umits evaporation of scent. 

• Vegetation. High undergrowth and jungle restrict the dissemina­
tion of scent. 

• Time of Day. At night or in early morning evaporation is less 
rapid. 

• Body Odour. An unclean person gives off more body odour than 
does one who is clean. 

• Food and Equipment. Strong-smelling foodstuffs, such as 
curry powder, increase the scent picture. 

• Speed of Movement. A running fugitive gives off more scent 
than one calmly walking. 

• Scent Identification. Dogs do not need,the.classical article of 
clothing belonging to the pursued to enable them to find and 
follow his track, but if a discarded parachute, hat, etc. t i8 
avanabl~ it is an asset. 

• Freshness of Spoor. This is of prime importance. The hotter 
a scent is, the hotter will a dog follow it. Dogs have followed 
a track seven days cold but this is most unusual. All trained 
tracking dogs can reasonably be expected to follow overnight 
tracks. 

• Blood. The presence of blood on the track aids most tracking 
dogs. However, some dogs become disturbed by the presence 
of blood or a cadaver and their performance deteriorates. 

Factors Unfavorable to Tracking 

(U) The following factors adversely affect the dog's ability to follow a 
track: 

• Sun. When the sun is hot, evaporation is rapid. 

• Wind. A strong dry wind rapidly disperses the scent. 

• Rain. Heavy rain washes the scent away. 

• Dry Ground Surface. Dry, bare ground, such as rocky paths 
or roads where there is little or no herbage adversely.nffc>ct& 
tracking. 

• Manure. HeavHy manured land overpowers the scent of the 
track. 
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• Crowds. Where the track has been crossed by other and fresher 
tracks, as in streets of villages. it is impossible to follow. 

• Transport. A dog caMot follow a quarry that has been lifted 
off the ground in a vehicle. 

• Water. The most Important and classical enemy of the tracking 
dog is water. particularly running water. Dogs have been known 
to follow a track across the shallow still water of a swamp. but 
this is unusual. Paddy fields in tropical countries are formidable 
enemies of the tracking dogs. 

(U) Although these factors have a direct effect on the" track picture, fI 

the degree of effect is variable. It is known that tracks made late in the 
day can normally be identified the following morning, and that tracks 
protected from direct rays of the sun and tropical rain have been recognized 
after 36 hours. 

(U) As scent tends to remain more concentrated during the hours of dark­
ness it may be assumed that dogs will track better at night than during the 
day. This assumption has been proved correct when the going is easy. 
However, to accustom dogs to the altered conditions they must be given 
regular night training. This is also necessary for the handler. as a greater 
degree of skill is required in reading his dog at night. As frequent halts 
wlll be made during an operational night track, these must be included 
during training. If the going is difficult and the tracking dog is slowed 
down too much he loses Interest. Under such conditions it is probably 
better to postpone the tracking until morning. 

Employment 

(U) Since the most important factor in the successful employment of a 
tracking dog is time, the dog must be brought to the scene of the incident 
with all possible speed and not used as a last resort. It is suggested 
that tracker dogs and handlers be held centrally within the unit until a 
call for their services is made. When this happens they should be taken 
as near as possible to the scene of the incident by vehicle or helicopter 
in order that they may arrive fresh and not tired out by a long forced 
march. The degree of fatigue of a dog will determine its usefulness. 
Once it has been decided to use a tracking dog, the less fouling of an 
area with extraneous scent the better. Objects liable to have been in 
contact with the person to be tracked should not be touched, and movement 
over the area should be restricted to a minimum. 

A Typical Track 

(U) When the dog arrives at the scene of the Incident a body harness and 
a seven-meter pilot line are put on and he Is placed at the start of the 
track. Objects belonging to the enemy mayor may not be offered to the 
dog and he may have to "cast" around if the start of the track Is not 
obviOUS. 
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(U) Having found a track the dog" rockets 0((11 nose down, tall stiff, to 
follow it. He is kept under control by a pilot lint:. He follows the track 
by scent and this may have drifted a few meters to either side depending 
on Wind, so he w1ll not necessarily sniff from footprint to footprint. 

(U) When the dog arrives at a spot where the track is not obvious, such 
as the bank of a stream or the edge of a road, he may go off the track and 
have to be If cast around" until he picks it up again. This causes some 
delay. 

(U) As the scent gets warmer the dog may II air scent," I.e .• take his 
nose off the gIound and point at the enemy. An experienced handler will 
be able to tell when the enemy is close at hand. 

Dog Handlers 

(U) The performance of a tracker dog Is directly depel'lljent upon the 
sk111 of the handler and the mutual understanding existhlg petween him 
and his dog. The dog must be handled only by a skilled handler who must 
be given sufficient time to train his dog and keep him fit. 

(U) Potential dog handlers should be chosen from among volunteers who 
have already received a sound basic milttary training and who are friendly 
and sympathetic towards dogs. This is a prime requisite. A dog wlll 
quickly sense an unsympathetic handler and its standard of performance 
will deteriorate. Other qualities for potential dog handlers are: 

• Intelli gence . 

• Patience and perseverance. 

• Dependability. The dog's whole life depends on its handler. 
Unless the handler is conscientious and rel1able, capable of per­
forming without strict supervision what he has been ta·ught 
during his training, the dog will suffer. 

• Resourcefulness. It is inevitable that situations will arise 
which do not appear in the textbooks, and improvision by a 
resourceful man may be essential. 

(U) Tracker dogs are trained on the reward system and must be allowed 
to earn their rewards as often as possible. Failures on difficult tracks 
are to be expected I but these failures must not occur too frequently or 
the dog wUI become disheartened. Following a failure the dog must, 
where circumstances permit. be given a simple track to enable him to 
earn his reward which is usually a piece of meat. 

(U) Fatigue on the part of the handler may spoll the dog's performance. 
The tired handler may unwittingly put the dog off the scent, or discourage 
him from following the track through dense bush or awkward going. It 
Is also not unknown for the over-tired handler to say that there is no 
scent or that the dog is eXhausted. A fit dog will always be capable of 
going on longer than the handler. 
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(U) The efficiency of dogs and handlers can be maintained and improved 
only by regular training and use. The importance of this fact cannot be 
too strongly stressed. If neglected, the dog will quickly become stale. lose 
interest. and be of limited use as an operational weapon. 

Advice to Dog Handlers 

(U) As a trained dog handler you are responsible for the continued health 
and working efficiency of your dog. 
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DON'T 

• Don't allow anyone to handle or become friendly with your dog; 
it is not a pet and it, like yourself, has a job to do. 

• Don't throw sticks or other articles for your dog to retrieve. 

• Don' t allow your dog to chase poultry or game. 

• Don't allow your dog to sleep in your bivouac. 

• Don' t overdo your obedience work or your dog will lose its 
initiative. 

DO 

• Do praise your dog for a command successfully obeyed or a 
job -wetl done. 

• Do insist on commands being carried out. 

• Do allow your dog to relax and play when off duty. 

• Do ensure that kennel management is the best. 

• Do give your dog regular training. 
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