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U.S. MILITAl.Y VErIllIWlY 

AC'J'IV1T11!S III SOOIII VIEr'IIAK 

UDited Statas Army Veterinary Corp. officers wer. originally ••• igned 

to the U.S. Military A ... htance Advisory Group, VietnaM, in 'early 1962. 

'* IChart fl, U.S. Militarj C::paign, V1I). Tbrouabout the Advisory and Oafenaive 

c..paign. a 8UCCe.sion of veterinary officers and enlisted specialists pro-

vided veterinary support to the U.S. Military Advisory and Support Groups 

and tbe At'IIly of the RepubUc of V1etDlUll (AItV1I). Beginning in early 1965, 

increasingly larger u.s. forces were cc-1tted to tb. military caoIpaign in 

.... .lti.t .... (111'10. Medical ...... 'II: •• nd veterinary units vere 

increaeed to support the .. forces. By Januery 1966, tbrae veterinary unita 

(the t;J::!:be t5th Veterinary Service Detact.ents and the 936th Veterinary 

s.all Ani ... l IIospltal) were in the country. The !jQ4th Veterinary SMall Ani ... l ..... .,"..., .. , 
Dispensary arrived in October of that ... year.Albese d.tac_nt~ provid-a 

c.. ... r¥ .. 
the .. jority of vete~ service. tbrouabout the Republic of VietDaM.A" 

""To.V~"l\-7G.iii2 ="3.~,"' 
1A addition, veterinarians are assigned to the Preventive Medicine Unit, the "tit' 

...... ,. co· t "-.. 
Transportation Terainal Co IndlAand the Veterinary llepartaent, 9th Medical 

Laboratory, 'Io1bicb provid •• laboratory support to all U.S. MUitary veterillolt.)'/ 

: :~: 
activitie.CJlQ_the Republic of VietDaM. 

7c e"""u:. au,: ... ~\l".a."4_''-''1c... 
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The AAth Medical Brigade. which arrived in April,1966. a.alDled 

operational control of all medical service detact.enta. The Brisade' a 

. Staff Veterinarian ezerci~ this responsibility for all veterinary unite. , -
y,s. jaw; ucteriR&t, aetlet'iee, Vete~nary detachments maintaln close 

11aison with the Prevent lYe Medici Detact.ent and outside of the Mdical. 

structure with the logistical support nds, the Regional bcbaDge Service, 

and the USA Brocur_nt·\AgellCY, Vietn.... In August 1967 the Medical Brisade 

vas transferred frolll the ht LoglsUcal Cowan<! MkI placed directly under 

the Headquarters, U.S. A%wy Vietnam. The Surgeon USARV assuaed command of 

• 
the Brigade • ..,.. ",,~.a. u. "r_.~ II#UI .... ,,_ ......... -f" Vc'" r_,'A" 
....... !wI ,,,,,t.'" $., .~ ... d .,,"*"'_, C.sTlW' aT .... 'M'_"" ........... - . "' ... ,. ... 8 _.1>1:...... ,+"_ I~ ...... "1.......... ~ ..... _,..torr An-

ry act v t e-. t utens on 0 veterinary 

'''-+tNt6f ca.,....,. .... 011 
services into th~field vas accelerated rl;rt. II Location Veteria&ry Act1vj 

..,.,.... III"""" ....... ,,_ wok.,._" .e"", b",""", ... 'IId,," ....... _rn. '1'1 '#tI. 

itlea, Vietaaa,,A The 4th Medical DetacbMnt expanded fro .. a Headquarters and 

4 stations in March of 1966 to a Headquarters and a1 field atations by Dece.ber. 

The 75th Detact.ent with heedquarters in DaNang established field statioos 

in Chu Lai and Red Beach in October; in Dace.ber an additional field station 

\. Vas opened in Pbu 84i to support Hue, Quaaa Tri and Dona Sa. Control of the 
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widely scattered field stations vas hampered by lack of adequate and 

reliable communication. In order to iaprove the operational control 

of the8e stations, the country 1M8 divided into areas of veterinary 

responsibility which coincide with tho8e of the three Medical Groups 

in II, Ill, 8nd IV Corp8 Area8. Provia1ons were made to designate a 

veterinary officer a8 Medical Group Veterinarian. Each group area" 

was subdivided into areas, with an Area Veterinarian aS8igned to each of 

these. The eo..anding Officer of the 75th Medicsl DetacbaeDt 1M. BSBigneG 

responsibility fa 

Ma_L ,.....,. 
l\.ly:>terinary activities in bis deBianated Brea, whe~8 
~"W "'., ,., ••• ",Ir M"\.\&q ... 

the Group Veterinarian is reapensible for coordination of veterinary activities 

.: ......... 0 .. " 

throughout the group srea. (Cbzt .... t,t) .. 
G \.A.~ " .111 

(Chart #4, Veterinary Mission, Viet..) The military veterinary 11118-

sion in Vietnalll ca.prises four 11141n functions: (1) Food Inspection 

" .' .' 
(2) Zoonoses Control (3~ Ani_l Care (4) Civic Action. The conditions 

which prevail in Viet~ challenge the ingenuity and resourcefulness of 

our personnel in fulfilling their .iS8ion. Each function will be di8cussed 

individually and aS80ciated 8ctivitie8 illu8trated with 8lide8. «hsd.'_) 
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rood Inspection 

The vaat quanti tie to the port cities of Saiaon, 

Caa Ranb Bay, Qui JIhon, aDd DaIaDg, and distributed through the developi. 

depots and ration pointe, c~ UDUlIUIIl probl •• and 1lIpoaed unique 
. ,;,.i ... ·.I1 .. ,~k- .. " .. + aA'tM-w... c.~W .... 

" ... -. ...r..c1 ... ~ufc"' ... --+.I ...... .. 1I..~"'1. .... ;:~ 
requir~ts on the veterinary inspection .erviC~& - Reyport Ar!y ferat!tl) 

Con.ideralile relief IIIlIS realized with the opsai .. of the Jlievpfrt'~ 

~~ . 

Tetlllinal in 3uly VJMf. The tenlinal is approxiNte1y 3 ailes upstr_ 

from Saiaon and is cOlllPletely self-contained. The port handles about 

430,000 tons .mthly. The average turnaroWid for ships 18 DOV 6 dqIr ss 

-t\.o. .... __ Of 

co.pared with 89 days a year before. and ... deep draft ba~ges waiting 

..,10-... ~-""c~_'1U 
clearance i8 practically nil "'.'D • 80 ~ a year before, Other 

adverse conditions prevail, and suppliea ara continuously subjected to the 

rigon of the hostile envi'rolllll8nt of Viet_. *'(of - Storye) Suppties NY 

be exposed to sseessive *t, rain, and bualdity becabse of inlufficient 

refri8e1'lltion aDd open storage. Lack of _haoical handUq e.quipIHDt NY 

#. 
impei r rotation of stock. (' - I"R!Ction) In.qMtcti<;lR 18 coQj:el'lHlCl with 

0I0f.· ....,... r'_k........· iJt:.. ~ .... c.-. .. QQ.CM.t""'.i¥ ............ ""'''' 
product d.-ge and deteriorationl f4"- lJ'!!d!!!W, ,e .... 1'~""'~ 

., ....... 4,) 1\.",6' ..... ·.'\H S$..:.~ ..... " .. 
,1 =' with their effects on vbole~ne88 and service1\ The .. jod.ty 9l ~ 

conditions can be evaluated by organoleptic and eubjective a:aarioal;ions; 
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bowver, objective laboratory teets (I - Laboratory Te.atina c.nned latione) 

are periodically requeeted to support inspection findings aod opinioa. 

It« _ Blsnk). 

Veterinary inspection of food Btoraae areas was extended as far for-

ward as possible. This service contributed Bipiflcantly to conecting 

~'~'I quality aanaaeaent of Bubai.tence a8 provided by veterinary perlOncel. 
\.~ .. C 

If; 
The Chss I Yard receiveS supplies directly fro- Sai&on HI: - Truck Delivery 

Cu Chi) by CODVOY, a be.:tardous t'llO-ltour truckiDJ ope_tion. lIeCOllbined • 
link and ice crUll .. nufactured in Saigon is delivered in refrigel:llted 

.. 
1!rucks. (~B. - InSpection IIefriaerated Truck) Condition of the product 18 

inspected on arrival and aamplee are collected to confirll the quality of 

tbe product a.<teUvered. The Divblon tal- Ice Cl::eaJl Plant) ahc operates 

its awn ice creaJI .. king ... chinea, prod\ICiDJ appN:dmately 2.50 "Uon. daily. 

This product is one of the·beet"qu.lity food it ... available to the seldier. 
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The superiority aDd cieanliDeu·of the product 11 a dtrect result of .. 

close intenstve supervlston by veterill4ry io.pectonl"'" laboratory lestina. 

ment. In tbose instances io whtch Divialoo ice cr_ plents vere operated 

without veterill4ry supervision, qualtty and cleanliness wre dectdly ioferior 

8S reflec:te4 in excessively Mp total bacteria and c:olifom counts. The 

'Il!' If 
operation aDd p-.:oduc:t of Quartenoaster (ar.. <II 'Uery) 'Bakery Ilatooo that 

~ 
is aho located at tbe CoIIIp are inspected <I' -Vet Inspection qt Baeh) by 

veterinary per_l. 1'ha platoon baes app-.:oxi_tely 13,000 one-pound l.,.v88 

dally for distribution to aurrounclina CSIIPlI end field operations. tar - Ice 

~) Ice is obtained from a plent COll.ltruc:ted by en .u.erlcen enaineering 

firm and operated uDder a contract nth the U. S. Porces. Veterinary f:napec-

tors maintain surveillance of the quality and potability of the it_. Sallples 

of the vater IUppUea are periodically tested at the Veterinary Depal'taleDt, 

9HL. The capacity of this plant ia lS tona daily, whicb far exceeds the 

~ 
I14Xtmum production obhined from the _118'1: Viet_se operationl (11 .. lnapec-

tion Vietnaaese Ice Plant) as typefied by tMs plant ~ein8 inspected by tbe 

4 ,I~ .. <IIe. 11"'""", •• .1 
Navy PIt and Army veterinary perllOnnel at Pbu Bai. . 11111&:1: dutie.~re pedoftled 

V.s ,.1«, .,.. \ .. "' ..... '" i~ ... ' ..... C_$h".". .IJoC. ... ; h .. ; u; .. "" ... W4' ... 1.r ............. H,. 
~~''''''''i''d +k.+- .... "/"'.,. ""'."_'y ''-''Y .. ,,'" \\,« ICc "" ... '" "''''''-''''''_. 

\'> !>"'''I'\''' ~ ... ".'" "" vc ...... r ... ,. \c' .. .f .... .,. ......... "r"' ...... """". If b_III,,,,,,.1 "-"-<-
~" .. r.:c .. ,. .... "'''+c".o,,,. t .. " •• ,. ..... 1II'I' ... t.",~ ... " It .......... '''' "Ti\·""". ""f 
\1\".I.d .... \ 71 1"""""11«1 .. ., .. ~. 'Z., s .. .,.. ...... /"' ..... \;ol'(.. I 
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Wf '* by fleld veterinariaQ at other C«IIPIJ; for aample. !If - l'!w Lol. u.:.. 

P1el5u) Pbu Lol and Plelku • 

.k U- lIlenk) l'rocure.ent illspection of indiSetlOus foods expanded 

. ..... . 

l'4PldlYA1:-~. The IlUIIIber of food and lce establiB'-nt& Usted in the 

Directory of Approved Food Sources as a result of veterinary .. lI1tal')' in-

spectlOQ illCreased fro. 12 to llare thaD 39 at the end of 1966. TJ)epoUDd-

age of food and ice inspected by veterinary pel'lOoonel went up froao 8 .1111on 

to alllOst 33 alillon pounds. IacoIIblued .nlt. and dairy products are produ.ced 

¥ 
in plants in Se,180n <It' 1U1it Plant Interior) and DaNang which are operated 

( 

by AIoeriean ff,ms using .:;dem eqUipment and food coaponents l18DUfactured in ... 
the United States. is. lUlk Plant OC) The VetedJlal')' Depart1l8llt. 9tb Kedl-

cel Laboratol')'. assumed responsibility for dairy plant inspection In 5&i80n 

and instituted a coordinated prograa of inspection and la~tory testing for 

evalnation and control of locally l18DUfactured dairy products. this con801i-

dation of inspection responsibility proved very efficient and effective in 

improving the quality of the product and allt plant sanitation. The laboratory 

II.dntalned a cOIuier service to tbe DaKang plant on the Navy Sue which faeil1-

tated tranllll1sa1on of ......,le. to ;be laboratory and tiMly reportilll of .rellUlta. 
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The laboratory conducted (If· I!scteriological Testing) microbiological 

~-- . wa :: Cheiaicd AIlaI]!Sh) testln8 and chealcd aDll1ysh. The later verified 

(lonfol'lll!lnce of tbe product witb .Cj!nT1't.Ykn requi ~ts for butter fat 

content, an expensive anhydrous fat eoIIIPOllent that detentined the cost of 

"-.".,. 
tbe product to the U.s. Forces. a ..... a instructions ....... direct .... tbe BUb. 

s7ion of anhydrous vegetable fat for anhydrous butter fat.""'_ "''*.III) 
"'" • 4Ift, ........ ClaP' h .'Y •• ' .... rr .... ..,.. . 

Occassionally the Veterinary Depart.ant .. s requested to test sodas 

and other bottled beverages which _re auapected of beina poiaoned. In no 

instance did the laboratory disclose any evidance of poillOnina of 80da pop; 

however. a IlUllber of cases of _thanol pohonillg of Hontaanards and llercba~ 

.# 
8epeD were identified by the Cbeaistry Depert.ant. 9ML. <.tE. Chamstry Dept. 

Metbeool Se'IP1es) In the latter cases. poi80nina .. s aet:ributed to conlNllption 

of .ethanol contem1nate<LJIb:l.skeys bottled in discarded Anglo whhltey bottles 

and resealed witb counterfeit labels. 

Veterinary perllOnnel vorir.ed closely witb ·-tbe -U~S. Amy Procur_nt Agency, 

whicb vas activated in Kay 1966. to develop approved local IIOUrces of fruits 

.#.. 
and vegetables for U.S. Forces. (~- Inspection Local Produce) Specifications 

\ and standards for local produee vere written. Veterinary inspectors provided 
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instruction to prospective Vietaa.ese vendors in aceeptable methods of 

washing, tri..tng, a.ad packing. Procur~t centers ia SdgoD aod Dalat 

were staffed with veterinary inspectors. Coctbilled purc:baaea of the .. centera 

exceeded 1 .illion dOlaars .anthly. ,/I - !!Jlat ) Dalat aDd iU eavirona 

19 the leading vegetable groving area. 

by conventional _tbods. Production ill 1966 roae to l6.000 tbns fral 48.000 

... 
in 1963. 'Ibe U.S. II1litary buys app~tely .30'1 of the production. (.I.: 
Palletiztd Load) Produce is creted a.ad pelletized for air or rail deUvery. 

~ 
(Il . Lab kcll1!!1tion) Soila a.ad- produce are periodically tested for parasites 

and paraaite ova althouah it va. reported that no night tIOll 1l1li11 uaed to fer-

'* tilize vqetable fields. (11--alaA") 

Despits the magnitude of prabl ... inherent in the logistiC. of food 

supply, critical shortageB _l'e never encountered. Occasionally the supply 

of an ita. 1IIIIS delayed, but a c<~ ... le.t~ nutritionally balaDCed _ 1l1li8 always 

available. The military veterinary contributions to quality _naa ... nt of 

Bubsiatence have been aiptficant a.ad contributory to the IlUCC'" of the food 

service progr_ aDd the eatiDi eiljo)W8Dt of OI1r soldiers and .. rinea t'llrouabout 
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Control of Zoonotic DiMas.s 

ltabi .. h highly endellic throughout VietlWl. Military phyB1cians are 

particularly concemed with the possibility of GPOsure in the 118ny C48es of 

soldiers and _rines vbo are bitten by an1ll8l pets, IlliSCOts, strays and wild 

l'Odenta. prinCipally rats. .. a .:Qnllequenca. rabies is undoubtedly the 

zoonotic, diaoease of _jor IdUtary interest. In 1966, 1 • .506 u.s. 1d11tary 

personnel auffered an1ael bites; 628 of these received antirabies treae.eDt. 
!:t".~""",,,,y.c.,~,,"'&.,,,'" 0411", ... , 40" ""'''.'i~n.,.. .... t 1 .. ' ...... _4.~. \01''''III.h~r 
'-"4'. " ................... l'Owt ... "'" .,..'rftl_~J .... ". It"" ........... . 
Aut~.ities at the Pasteur Institute in Saigon esti_te that in 1966, 10,122 

Vietnamese were GPOsed to ant.&l bitea; 4,845 of the.e received antirabies • 

treatment. Silt m-n deaths ware reported. Two hundred and forty (511) of 

the 470 apec1aens esaadned at the Pasteur Institute for rabies ware posit've; 

These data are generally U.IIIited to Saigon. Mba Trang and Dalat and do not 

accurately reflect the disease picture 
l u.t.t ~1.. ,,0 J 

in South Vietnam. A. casea of rabies 

prophylactic trea~t. which has r ... ved th_ £'£0. operational dutias. ...-

exposure {~izat1on of 1I111tary pel'llonnel 18 not required; hove..,er, it vaa 

Btandard practice that all .-bera of the Veterinary Depar~nt, 9HL, be 

vaccinated because of the high rhk of GPOsure to poB1tive speciMlUI. Approx-

iotately 351 Qf the dog heada e:xaIdned in a oDe-year period 0966-67> "'1'9 
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'1\",'<:iJO! .. ~c. l'cl' ... I",.( "'" ''"'' U ,.; ... ;, ... 1. 

positive for rablea.A The DepartmaDtyProv1d~'" rebl •• dl~.tlc aerv1ce 
l"1''lat'''l 

to the II, 111, and IV Corps areas. The convenlence of an accurate and 

\"Uil& S 
efflclent~lagno.tic capability VB. widely appreciated throughout Vietnaa~"itIt 

Spec~~~:!~ in a variety of containers fro. ~ bo:Ia8 ~ •• "-:) Bo:d 

~~ _~'~ft ~ _____ ;11 D .... 4_ t" ... ___ ' _ ..... _ ......... .- __ .. "'_ .~ __ .. ___ ............. _______ ... 


