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U.S. MILITARY VETERINARY

ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM
United States Army Veterinary Corps officers waere originally assigned

to the .5, Military Assistance Advisory Croup, Vietnam, in’early 1962,

*(Chnrt i1, U.8. Hilitjz‘ Campaign, V). Throughout the Advisory and Defensive
@ i Cadpaigns a succession of veterinary officers and enlisted specialists pro- *

vided veterinary support to the U.S5, Military Advisory and Support Groups
and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN). Beginning in early 1965,
(_ increasingly larger U.S. forces were committed to the nilitary campalgn in
L] -
pfoiietnam R Madical vemmlies and veterinary units were

increased to support these forces. By January 1966, three veterinary unite

(the &:ﬁ and the 75th Veterinary Service Detachments and the 936th Veterinary

Small Animal Hospital) were in the country. The S504th Veterinary Small Animal
wd - UngiL veconTh) "
Dispengsary arrived in October of that same year. Athese detacl'-ents ptovide‘

Comerrly,

the majority of vete services throughout the Republic of Vietm.A-
R TosF Vatensary " VieTnam -
Ja addition, veterinarians are assigned to the Preventive Medicine Unit, “the fovr
the Bgusial Povavs

Transportation Terminal Co-nand*and the Veterinary Department, 9th Medical
Laboratory, which provides laboratory snpbort to all U.S. military veterinary

activities in the Republic of Vietnanm.
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The 44th Medical Brigade, which arrived in April, 1966, assumed
operational control of all medical service detachments. The Brigade's

Staff Yeterinarian exerciseJ this responsibility for all veterinary unitse

_’_{/-——""

“trEr—hrey—veterirary-wetivitten, \Veterinary detachments waintain close

l{aison with the Preventive Medicind Detachment and outside of the -ed_lcal,

structure with the logistical support ndg, the Regional Exchange Service,

R —

and the USA Procurement-Agency, Vietnam,] In August 1967 the Medical Brigade

was transferred from the let Logistical Coomand atyd placed directly under

the Headquarters, U.S. Army Vietnam. The Surgeon USARV assumed command of

the Brigade, The Bn do Vodsvmarian tow sérves as Safi VehE Fwarian
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services into thé_field was acceletrated (Es_art, ﬂl-ocation Veterinnrz Activ-
“This jurtaies 4 ha widespraad 151 bumian o4 Nedvrmong Uarrs 0 w.

4 ' {tiea, Vietm).A The 4th Medical Detachment expanded from a Headquarters and

4 stations in March of 1966 to a Headquarters and 21 field astations by December.
The 75th Detachment with headquarters im DaMNang established field statioms
in Chu Lai and Red Beach in October; in December an additional field staticn

N was opened in Phu Bai to support Hue, Quang Tri and Dong Ha. Control of the
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widely scattered field stations was hampered by lack of adequate and
reliable communication. In order to improve the operaticnal control
of these stations, the country was divided into areas ofA veteriniry
responsibility which coincide with those of the three Medical Groups
in 1I, I1I, and IV Corps Areas. Provisions were made to designate a

veterinary officer as Medical Group Veterinarian. Each group area.
f

was subdivided into areas, with an Area Veterinarian assigned to each of

these. The Commanding Officer of the 75th Medical Detachment was assigned
: Nevet oty

responsibility fo 1 veterinary activities in his design‘a‘tzd area, whéma
hhmm or

the Group Vetarinarian is responsible for coordination of veterinary activities
Cherr 2. 0¢® -
throughout the group area. (W)

+
Chart ¢ ON
{(Chart #4, Veterinmary Missionm, Vietnu) The military veterinary mis-

sion in Vietnam comprises four main functions: (1) Food Inspection
v

(2) Zoonoses Control (3) Animal Care (4) Civic Action, The conditions

which prevail in Vietnam challenge the ingenuity and resourcefulness of

our personnel in fulfilling their mission. Each function will be discussed

individually and associated activities illustrated with slides. (W)



Food Inspection

Ils&xll '
( Wos )
The vast quantitiesjof food delivered to the port cities of Saigon,

Cam Ranh Bay, Qui Khon, and DaMang, and distributed through the d.eveloping

depots and ration pointa, created unusual problems and imposed unique

Tuihialhf 4he Porrat Sdugpnrias Co
hlﬂb Sacilvdus J«'g w l{ Awlsad ‘hh‘l
requirements on the veterinary inspection service & m Army Terﬁgl) "é‘

Considerable relief was resiized with the opediing of the Newpbrt: Arwy
747 '

Terminal in July J96€. The terminal is approximately 3 miles upstream

from Saigon and 18 completely self-contained. The port handles about

430,000 tons mwonthly., The average turnaround for ships is now 6 days as

Ha wrmber 14
compared with 89 days a year before; and few deep draft barges waiting

wheneas Hrhevs wers. 2y any as
clearance is practically nil ubidemifemes S50 dage a year before. Other
adverse conditions prevail, and suppliea are contimmusly subjected to the
. @,
rigors of the hostile envircnment of Vietnam. 3 - S!:orgge) Supplies may
be expossd to excessive heat, rain, and bumidity because of insufficient

refrigeration and open storage. Lack of mechanical handling squipment may

¥,
impair rotation of stock. (P - 1 ction) Inspection is concerned with

-
I&n Cfn-t ﬁdﬁrvh-\
product dauge and deteﬂoratiou[lf__ﬂ%ﬁ '_jh m-

) Thars Llides's oswunta. Srms Gondihiny
with their effects on wvholesomeness and sew!ca.& The majority of m_t

conditions can be evaluated by organoleptic and subjective examinations;
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¥
however, objective laboratory tests (§ - Lgboratory Testing Canned Rations)

are periodically requested to support inspection findings and opinions

*a = _Blagnk).

Veterinary inspection of food storage areas was extended as far for-
ward as possible. This service contributed significantly to correcting

unsatisfactory conditions and became recognized as essénl::lal to the dwelop-

[N

ment of Class mn Clags 1 Q Chi). "fhe opemum

Classl hu-«-’su-'«iuq
Bhi-sion Basge Wuum—smcue of .thie-.arrangesant -aad

Wol
quality management of subsistence as ptovided by veterinary personnel .
.

LT

. o .
The Class I Yard receives supplies directly from Saigon @ - Truck Delivery

Cu Chi) by convoy, a hazardous two-hour trucking opemation. Recombined
milk and ice cream manufactured in Saigon is delivered in refrigarated

trucka, '('g- Inspection Refrigerated Truck) Condition of the product 1is

inspected on arrival and samples are collected to confirm the quality of
the product as delivered. The Divisgion fll - Ice Cream Plant) alsoc operates .
its own ice cream making machines, producing approximately 250 gallons daily.

“This product is one of the beest quality food items available to the soldier.
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The superiority and cleanliness-of the product is a direct result of g

close intensive supervision by veterinary inspectou,‘ laboratory testing,

and (f - Santizing Ice Cream Equipment) conscientious cooperative GI manage-

ment, In those instances in which Division ice cream plants were operated
without veterinary supervision, quality and cleanliness were decidly inferior
as reflected in excessively high total bacteria and ccliform counts. The
» ¥ "
operation and product of Quartermaster (‘E_m) Bakery Platoon that
&

13 also located at the Camp are inspected (1 - Vet Inspection QM Bakety) by
veterinary personnel. The platoon bakes approximately 13,000 one-pound loaves
daily for distribution te surrounding camps and field operations. ﬁz - Ice
Plant) Ice ig obtained from a plant constructed by an American engineering
fitm and operated unﬂer a contract with the U.S. Forces, Veterinary inspec-
tors maintain surveillance of the quality and potability of the item. Samples
of the watar supplies are periodically tested at the Veterinary Department,
9ML, The capacity of this plant is 15 tons daily, which far exceeds the

. » .
maximum production obkained from the smaller Vietnamese operatione “M‘
tion Vietnamese Ice Plant) as typefied by this plant being inspected by the

asThade sShorivakred
Navy PM and Army veterinary personnel at Phu Bai.ﬁuﬂar dutiesfare performed
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‘ A &
by field veterinarians at other camps; for example, (¢§ - Phu Loi, 3 -

Pleiku) Phu Loi and Pleiku.

& ‘
g -« Blank} Procurement inspection of indigenous foods expanded
H'na :
rapidly‘in 1966, The number of food and ice establishments listed in the

Directory of Approved Food Sources as a result of veterinary sanitary in-
spections increased from 12 to sore thau 39 at the l_and_of 1966, The_‘pound-
age of food and ice inspected by veterinary personnel went up from 8 million
to almoat 33 million pounds. Recombined milk and dairy products are produced

r
in plants in Saigon (&;_Iﬁ!.k Plant Interior)} and DaNang which are operated

by American Pfrms using modern equipment and food components manufactured in
» .
the United States. (u ~ Milk Plant QC) The Veterinary Departwment, 9tb Medi-
cal Laboratory, assumed respongibility for dairy plant in;pection in Saigon
and instituted a coordinated program of inspection and labamatory testing for
evaluation and control of locally manufactured dairy products., This consoli-
d:ation of inspection responsibility proved very efficient and effective in
improving the quality of the product and milk plant unitation; The laboratory
maintained a courier service to the DaNang plant on the Navy Base which facili-

tated transaission of samples to the laboratory and timely reporting of results.
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The laboratory conducted (&- Bacteriological Testing) microbiological

® .

(u - Cheimical Analysis) testing and chemical amalysis. The later verified
Co

conformance of the product with requirements for butter fat

content, an expensive anhydrous fat component that determined the cost of

PresenT

the product to the U.5 Forces. Resemt instructions hewe directed the sudb-
stitution of anhydrous vegetable fat for anhydrous butter ﬁt.‘ﬂc M
) WiaKes A.Gh-q-ndunﬁrlupcr-m'pmnlucr
Occassionally the Veterinary Department was Tequested to test sodas
and other bottled beverages which were suspected of being poisoned. In no
instance did the laboratory disclose any evidence of poiesoning of soda pop;
however, a mmber of cases of methanol poisoning of Montagnards amnd merchant,

#
seanen were identified by the Chemistry Department, 9ML, % =~ Chemistry Dept.

Methanol Samples) In the latter cases, poiscning was attributed to consumption
of methanol contaminated whiskeys bottled in discarded Anglo whiskey bottles
and resealed with counterféit labels.

Veterinary personnel worked closely with the U.S. Amy Procurement Agency,
which was activdted in May 1966, to develop approved local sources of fruits

and vegetables for U.S. Forces. (2- Inspection Local Produce) Specifications

and standards for local produce were vwritten., Veterinary inspectors provided
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instruction to prospective Vietnamese vendors in actceptable methods of
washing, trisming, and packing. Procurement centers in Saigon and Dalat

were staffed with veterinary inspectors. Coumbined purchases of these centers

exceeded 1 million dollars monthly. &-__Dglﬂ:) Dalat and its environs

is the leading vegetable growing area. (2 = Vietnamese Farmer) Farming is

by conventional methods. Production in 1966 rose to 36,000 tons from 49.&)0
*.
in 1963. The U.S. military buys approximately 307 of the production. (ﬁ_-

Palletized Load) Produce is crated and palletized for air or rail delivery.
¥

gl
( - mination) Soils and produce are periodically tested for parasites

and parasite ova although it wae reported that no night soil was used to ferx-
®
tilize vegetable fields. <M“_K)

Despite the magnitude of problems inherent in the logistics of food
supply, critical shortages were never encountered. Occasionally the supply
of an item was delayed, but a completé nutritionally balanced wenu was always
available. The military veterinary contributions to quality management of

subsistence have been significant and contributory to the success of the food

service program and the eating ehjoyment of our soldiers and marines throughout

e Qapte)



Control of Zoonotic Diseasas

R;bies 1s highly endemic throughout Vietnam, Military phyeicians are
particularly concerned with the possibility cof exposure in the many cases of
soldiers and marines who are bitten by animal pets, mdscots, strays and wild
rodents, principally rats. As a consequenca, rabies is undoubtedly the
zoonotic disease of major military interest. 7 In‘ 1966, 1,506 U.S, military

personnel suffered animeal bites; 628 of these received antirabies treatment,

Zodorwadion Yect\wed thvevah 02T 1969 logs nat A9gesT suy iupravamend, wtgmnhhr
wald Yeurrded ah S0 cd and oS uiere Yreodad puéd D F wesine.

Authevities at the Pasteur Institute in Saigon estimate that in 1966, 10,122

Vietnamese were exposed to animal bites; 4,845 of these received antirabies

»
.

treatment. Six human deaths were reported. Two hundred and forty (51%) of
the 470 specimens examined at the Pasteur Institute for rabies were positivey

These data are generally limited to Saigen, Mha Trang and Dalat and do not

A/ ssgd o
accurately raflect the disease picture in South Vietnam. { de cases of rables

' Sﬁﬁ e f ey 1467)
‘have occurred in U.S5. Military Forcesg many pérgonsel have required

)

prophylactic treatment, which has removed them from operational duties. Pyge-
exposure imsunization of military parsonnel is not required; however, it was
standard practlce that all members of the Veterinary Department, 9ML, be
vaccinated because of the high risk of exposure to poﬁitiu spacimens. Approx-

imately 351 of the dog heads examined in a one-year pariod (1966-67) ware

10
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“Tha incidence Tcro.-fel for 1267 12 Similade
positive _Eor rabies. A The Departnentvprovidel&- rabies diagnostic service
h.aa\l.fv
to the 11, 111, and 1V Corps areas. The convenience of an accurate and

Yapue
efficientpdiagnostic capability was widely appreciated throughout Vietmw

‘ (&g\u‘t) ¥,
Specimengparrived in a variety of containers from gmmo boxes (f—- Anso Box)
v .
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