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CAPTAIN WOODROW L. QUINN, 

Since the inception 
have ('on~t:1ntI)' sfri 
dClenin g mines and 

of mine warfare. 

and lhe Korean 'Var, ~erytJling .~,lS 
r-~",,'----e .. and poles 10 

detectoR. During Ih('~~l:YliAf 
detection equipment ~~.~~~.~l~;lo 

"""o,,,,,~' 
l~, .. ",lusion and varielY of loo.oby 

the enemy. While it 
supply routes. 1 he n 
itself wdl to 



b,h,ln tr.lp" eUt'nhely, In .\ug\J'~I, fhe IiOth lnlault~ 

rJ.noon (~(OtH do~ mint' tllnnel dl'li.'ltur ling) bc."­
g;1I1 11.1i11ifl~ at Furt GOidon. (;(·Off.!.la, Thi, ('~l)('ri, 

InCII!;!! platoon (kplo)cd to R"X in :\pdl 1~I!;9 wlth 
2~ mine and funnel dog leam~ for field e\"atualion. 

nUl iug the next. six months, the platoon \\';1<, It'!ttctl 

,,"ill! dlC ~5rh Infantry Did!\ion and the Ameti(al Diri­
SiOll. Thil> CyalUalion showed it to he one of the most 
dfl."II\(' mine-<1cteftion ~}'ste111s introdu(cd into t.hc 
\\'aL The mine and tunnel dog t.e,am ... found 110 min"?s 
and I)()ohy trap;. and 12~' tunnc!s. cafhe~ ;H1d pun;i 
pil~. Thc commems of R!) percenl of the commander:,. 
intcn iewed werc favorable: ",\fC werc in a booby 
trapped .trea, The dog sayed my mcn from .\efioll:'l 
injur~' or death." .. ,. , 1£ the dop; hadn't been with us. 
I'm ;Irl ;lid we \\'<H11d ha,'e suffered ca!-.uaItie.\, " 
T:ll' \ cl din ,\';:l!i dear - t hc ("onapt worled. 

1 lie wille .md tunnel dctt:! tor dog\ weI'(: O;lillCd 10 
detct.t ;\Ild [-oil within two fcet of aoy lW\lik ;0 riLie. i. 

hidden on, below or aho\'(' .he ~rolllld; to tli:'l(oYcr 
and nkrt on rripwil-es. (;1(1)('\. tUHIlCJ!., and pUllji l)ilS: 
and to dear a safe lane eight to ten meters widc. A 
commander who properly cmployc(l the teams (ould 
re))' on the dogs to safely discover approximately 90 
percent of all hostile arliE.cts along his line o[ march . 

. . . If dogs think o£ such things, Romper would 
have been thinking that her rur coat was much too hot 
[or the 100 degree heat in the Hoi Loi Woods. But 
Romper wa. thinking of other things as she padded 
silently under a taIl bwh. As the slight breeze shifted, 

>be paused, then changed directinn and moved slowly 
forward, testing the breeze carefully with her very 
POinted no..,. After circling an innocuous-looking 
Lush, she glanred bad at her handler and carefully 
.>( two reet from the mortar round a ·17·year-<lld boy 
had spent 30 minutes camouflaging. She wa.ched im· 
l'Otiencly a. her handler' spoke '0 the men behind him 
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;lml .ht,U wht'u ht'ckol1ed, tlui( kl~' mOH-.:t towaTd him. 
Ihe salh-OI forming ;h :-.hc S.TW him r(,;:tch in his pocket 
for her H'wOlnt _ •. 

tb"nl Ofl tilt' initi;d \IH«-,,' 01 the mint' <lnu tunnd 

dog tOllit'PC ill luI; 1970 the 111f.IIHIY School \~"JS 

dirc(lcd to a!O.'lllllle rt:":.poll~ihility [or lhe program and 
10 tkvclop iIllPIO\c.:d l1ailling terhllitllle~ to further 
ifHrC;!!-ol' the dog ... · ellcc(l\"cne-.". 

The {OIH ept HfHl('llil1ill~ the tr;lillin~. tdlich is well 
"-flOWIi W beha\,jntal ,\CiCllli ... " (he" a po ... iti\e slimuhl' 
(food) tn ohl;lill ;1 umdilioned re'potlsc (finding 
millc"). l 'Illik{, the "'(Oll! and "'('lIlrr dog)', whmc utility 
(;IJ)ilali/t'" on lllt.'ir H;lUII;il imtilH t for pre}' and (he 
(11;1,,('. the mine dog ha:-. no illhelCJ1t interest in ort!· 
ll;;nft.'. He mu ... t he conditioned 10 belic\'{-, that to e;tt. 
hf.: 11111 ... t filHI mdll,lwe. The Inl.!l1try Stllool ha" e .. t:lb­
li",hetl ,III l~'\\'l'cl {OHI"e III t)'lining 1m mine aml 

tunnel dogs. They are trained under the supervision 
of eXI)edcnced instructors during the first 12 weeks. 
and 'hen ~re joined by their potential handlers for 
the remaining six weeks. 

The training teaches the dog that mines have food 
on them. Later the food disappears, but he quickly 
discovers that if he goes to the mine., food will be forth· 
coming. He then learns that he i. expected to sit by 
the mines to cal. This is the critical period when the 
dog is learning on his o\\"n that he must make a delib­
erate, voluntary response (sitting within two (eet of an 
uninteresting metal object without stepping on it) and 
wait patiently for his re,,:ard. 

As his training progresses, the do!'! muSt depend more 
on his nose and hi.s sixt.h-sense. since the t.argets become 
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h;trdn (0 lind ;11)(1 lie.: \c; U ' I!.'i lIl : IL ilL 11I1I\L ;11 ,\11 find 
wirh :-.L1L' ldll:d :I(\() \\ tilL' I r:lik Fin : "I~ . 10 gl;ulll :'I C 

hc III 11 :-. l d Ctl'( 1 :tIId ('whi :- ll'II Ll y , npond III ; t1 !c:,,\( 
!lO pelT~lIt til th e \\' d l ·h i dd ~1! lar~ch , 

... The waleI' was (hilly ,Hi King ,'ipl:tshc.."l in a r ife 

p,t(ld y wcst of Da ~;lIIg. Ncaring the dik e, hc mo\'cd 
from left IH righi, looking for an ca~r p';acc (0 climh 
OUl. Sceing onc, he Iflm'l'1l lowanl ii, then moved 
fastcr as his nose picked up the famili;n, 1IllpicaS"nl 
odor. King hesitated as it wisp oC the odol' eame of( the 
water, took" GHliioliS step, and then (Iuickly ",ithdrew 
as his foreleg made fI ('etin~ contact with somcthing 
taut. Thinking: of the (old waler, he stood ind ce isi\'ely 
umil his (raining overcame thoughts of comfort and 
thell spashcd h"ppily loward his hancHcr as he heard 
thc pil'l'cing tone of Ihe whislle, ... 

Stlh~cqucl1t (0 til(' SIl(,('l'~S uf the ()ri~ill : d I'I:tIOOIl . 

the llIiJ1l: and ltllllll'l d ogs han: (OIl \ i,\ ll'll tly pn) \ 'C 1l 

th eir va ili c ill TllO:-.{ l)'p~S of opl'1';uioll " condtlt(cd in 

R VI\' . 

. . . Moving along the dirt road olll of Trang n"ns 
was easier than fightinS through the heavy brush , and 
BUICh was happy as he troued swiftly around the curvc. 
Slopping, he turned and waited, wishins that his 
handler, thc men with minc dctectors and , the 
rumbling vehicles would hurry-up_ When 'hey finally 
made it to the curve, his handler gavc the movc-out 
gestures and Hutch resumed his: pace. Farther along, he 
suspiciously watched the water buffalo in the ricc 
paddy, remembering what his handler had donc to him 
the lime he had chased one. He forgot the water 
buffalo as he de,cc.ed 'he Slrang seen, of a 50-pound 
mass of TNT buried in thc shoulder of the road. Spin. 
ning quickJy, he ran toward the sourcc, sniffed to 
make sure and sal. Where was thai handle.. he 
thought, wondering how much food he would get for 
this one .... 

The learns have proven to be extremely effective 
while working with engineer mincs,"eep teams o n road 
clearing o pera tions. The dogs can find non-metallic 
mines that electronic deteClOrs miss and can distinguish 
between a metaIJic mine and a tin can . This ability has 
prompted efforts to make them an intew·al p:lTl of 
every engineer battalion in RVN. 

On e can only guess at Ihe number of casualties prc­
vented by these dogs. as one can only guess at the num ­
ber of mines and booby traps they have missed , H ow. 
ever this writer does know lhal. while supporting the 
25th Infantry D ivision during the period November 
1969 to April 1970, no' one uni, using mine dogs sus­
tained casualties that could be attributed to the team's 
performance. ''''e also graleful1y r~member the lim e 
King found a ,unnel 'he VC were digging under 'he 
berm of Cu Chi Base Camp_ less ,han 100 melers from 
his sleeping quarters, 
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JII J IIII I:I I ~ l ~'iO. llIilll' :(tld ( 1I1 1Iu ' l dog\ :J ,~ \i:-.tcd ;'11 

OI'{'I:tlioli 10 10(;1!(' a :-.1I:-,pl'(lnl 111 11 11d C01ll plcx hei ng 
( OIl\lltctICd b~ a ll XV.\ l'l'g i lllt' 1I 1 1\(' ,11' I ,oug T h;lI1h 
;\ ir fidd, e:t.\( o f Saigon . Two lIIillt.: alit! {\\'O IIIIHld 

I <::II II S \\'l'll' !\Cl\t wili. :1 11 1\'(:0, Th e llt' X ( llIorning 

(Olllp.tllicd hy Thai l'lIgi IlCCr!\ , the 1(':(\ 1):-. h q.!.:'11 

Illg Ihl' (Il'arcd ;'I'~a hC I\\'Cl' 1l the luhhcl 

Olle of lh (' dogs detcCted 

'\'hich were blown by the Th:1i cng-inecrs. 
dClon:llor cord. blasting caps and claymore 
.t1so foun d, 

The US Army's mine and tunnel detection 
pro\'en 10 be one of the most effective means 
ing casualties in Vietnam. Vietnam, however 
opened the door 10 further study. exoerinOeJlta 
thc comb;tt lISC of the mine and tunnel 

Captain Jl'oodrow L. Qllim1, Jr., 
iile 381h lllfallll) Plnlnnll (Scoul 
April 1%9 In April 1968. A 1968 
In/(lnt,.·y oes at Fo rt Rt'nning, he look 
Dog Irnint ng with lh t: 26th Infant ry 
(SC,," I Dog) nl Fnri Dennin g before 
ment Lo USARV. C(lp lai n Quinn is 
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