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CAPTAIN WOODROW L. QUINN,

Since the inception of mine warfare, military
have constantly striven to invent Dbetter methe
detecting mines and booby traps. During World \
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booby traps etfectively. In August, the 60th Infanuy

Plitoon (Scout dog — mine wunnel derector dog)  be-

gan vaining at Forr Gordon, Georgiie. This experi-
mental platoon deployed to RYN in Apii] 199 with
28 mine and tannel dog teams for ficld evaluation.

Duwing the next six months, the platoon was tested
with the 25th Infaniry Division and the Americal Divi-
sion. This evaluaton showed it to be one of the most
effccuve minedetection systems introduced into the
war. The mine and wunnel dog teams found 110 mines
and booby wraps and 129 wtunnels, caches and punji
pits. The comments of 85 percent of the commanders
interviewed were {avorable: “We were in a hooby
wapped area. The dog saved my men from serious
injury or death.” .. . I{ the dog hadn’t been with us.
T'm ahaid we would have suffered casualties.

The verdicr was clear — the concept worked.

The ntine and tannel detector dogs were aanned o
dereet and sit within two feet of any hostle muifaci
hidden on, below or above the ground; to discover
and alert on ripwires, ¢aches, tumnels and punji pits:
and to clear a safc lane cight to ten meters wide. A
commander who properly employed the teams could
rely on the dogs to safely discover approximately 90
percent of all hostile artilacts along his line of march.

.. . Il dogs think of such things, Romper would
have been thinking that her fur coat was much too hot
for the 100 degree heat in the Boi Loi Woods. But
Romper was thinking of other things as she padded
silently under a tall bush. As the slight breeze shilted,

o : A

the paused, then changed direction and moved slowly
'0"?"“\‘1. testing the breeze carefully with her very
Pomted nose. After circling an innocuouslooking
bush, she glanced back at her handler and carefully
Bt two feet from the mortar round a -17-yearold boy
. %€ spent 30 minutes camouflaging. She watched im-

Patienly a5 ber handler spoke to the men behind him

y.-Avgust 1971

and then when beckoned, quickly moved toward him,
the saliva forming as she saw hin reach in his pocket
for her rewand. . L

Bised on the mnitiid success of the mine and tunnel
dog concept, in July 1970 the Infantiy School was
divecied 1o assume responsibility for the program and
o develop improved uaining technigues to further
mercase the dogy effectiveness.

The concept underhining the traning, which is well
known e behaviotal scientists uses a0 positive suimulus
{loodd) 1o conditioned  vesponse  (finding
mines). Unlike the scout and senury dogs, whose utility

obtain o

cipitalices on their natual instinet for prey and the
chise, the mine dog has no inherent interest in ord-
nance. He must be conditioned (o believe that to eat,
he mose find ordnance. The Inlantry School has estab-
lished an 18week comse ol taining 1o mine aad

tunnel dogs. They are trained under the supervision
of experienced instructors during the first 12 weeks,
and then are joined by their potential handlers for
the remaining six weeks.

The training teaches the dog that mines have food
on them. Later the food disappears, but he quickly
discovers that if he goes to the mines, food will be forth-
coming. He then learns that he is expected to sit by
the mines to eat. This is the critical period when the
dog is learning on his own that he must make a delib-
erate, voluntary response (sitting within two feet of an
uninteresting metal object without stepping on it) and
wait patiently for his reward.

As his training progresses, the dog must depend more
on his nose and his sixth-sense, since the targets become
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harder to dind and he Tearns g he must alo find
wires avretchied acros the tailss Finallv, 1o gaudine
he nuat detect aned consistently respond 1o least
90 pereent ol the well-hidden rargers,

- - The water was chilly as King splashed in a rice
paddy west of Da Nang. Nearing the dike, he moved
from left to right, looking for an casy place to climb
out. Sccing one, he moved toward i, then moved
faster as his nose picked up the familiar, unpleasant
odor. King hesitated as a wisp of the odor came off{ the
water, took a cautious step, and then quickly withdrew
as his foreleg made fleeting contact with something
taut. Thinking of the cold water, he stood indecisively
until his training overcame thoughts of comfort and
then spashed happily toward his handler as he heard
the picrcing tone of the whistle. . . .

Subsequent o the success of tic oviginal plicon,
the mine and  wmnel dogs hive consistenily - proven
theiv value in moat types of aperations conducted in
RVN.

. . . Moving along the dirt road out of Trang Bang
was easicr than fighting through the heavy brush, and
Butch was happy as lie trotted swiftly around the curve.
Stopping, he turned and waited, wishing that his
handler, the men with minc detectors and: the
rumbling vchicles would hurry-up. When they finally
made it to the curve, his handler gave the move-out
gestures and Butch resumed his pace. Farther along, he
suspicicusly watched the water buffalo in the rice
paddy, remembering whac his handler had done to him
the time he had chased one. He forgot the water
buffalo as he detected the strong scent of a 50-pound
mass of TNT buried in the shoulder of the road. Spin-
ning quickly, he ran toward the source, sniffed to
make sure and sat. Where was that handler he
thought, wondering how much food he would get for
this one. . . .

The teams have proven to be exwremely effective
while working with engineer minesweep teams on road
clearing operations. The dogs can find non-metallic
mines that electronic detectors miss and can distinguish
between a metallic mine and a tin can. This ability has
prompted efforts 10 make them an integral part of
every engineer battalion in RVN.

One can only guess at the number of casualties pre-
vented by these dogs, as one can only guess at the num-
ber of mines and booby traps they have missed. How-
ever this writer does know that, while supporting the
25th Infantry Division during the period November
1969 to April 1970, not one unit using mine dogs sus-
tained casualties that could be auributed to the team’s
performance. We also gratefully remember the time
King found a tunnel the VC were digging under the
berm of Cu Chi Base Camp, less than 100 meters {rom
his sleeping quarters.
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In ey 1970, mine and cannel dogs assisted
opevtan o locate w suspected tinnel complex: being
combudied by an NV regnoent near Long Thant
Airfield, cist of Saigon. "T'wo mine and twao tunnel dog
teams were aent with an NCO. The next morning ag
companted by That engineers, the teans began search
g the deared arer bhetween the rubbar plantatio
and the outer wire. Onc of the dogs deteaed an aj
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hole, then several more in a line working t
wire. By early afternoon, the teams had found
tunnels in a 500 meter stretch ‘of the perimets
which were blown by the Thai engineers. Quan
detonator cord, blasting caps and claymore wr
also found.

The US Army’s mine and tunnel detection
proven to be one of the most effective mean
ing casualties in Vietnam. Vietnam, howev™
opened the door 10 further study, experime
the combat use of the mine and tunnel do

Captmin Woodrow L. Quinn, [r, ¢t
the 38th Infantry Platoon (Scout L
April 1969 to April 1968, A 1968 @
Infantry OCS at Fort Benning, he took
Dog traiming with the 26th Infanir
{Scout Dog) at Fort Benning before
ment to USARV. Captain Quinn is
charge of Mine/Tunncl Dog lraining
Military Dog Committec, Company
Department, USAIS.
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