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Enclosed is the narrative and slides presented at the USACDC Mine/
Countermine Conference 11 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. The narrative
was presented by LTC Edgar E. DeMaris on 20-22 Qctober 1969, LTC

DeMaris is the Chief of the Mine Warfare Center at HQ USARV Engineer
Section. :
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capability has Leenr the mine/tunnol detector dor. L;lice o on:F A platoor
of 28 dogs ang handlers arrived in the Republic of Vietram in april. “The
first phase of their evaluatiom was conducted in support of tne Z5th Infantry
Divisiom imn am area morthwest of Saigom. The platcor has just finished the
fimal part of the evaluatiom, which was conductec with the Americal livisiom
at Chu L2i im the i Corps Tactical Zome. The overall performance of the dogs
his beem good, and seeme to be improvimg as training techriques are developed
and 43 the dogs adjust better to the heat. There mve been mumerous valuable
responses to damgerous mumitioms, caches, amd tunmel complexes. /Slide 27
off, Slide 28 0127 Although there have been some misses of mimes im roads

by the dogs, umits very much d;siro the dog team support. The 3%9th Engineer
Battaliom amd the 26th Emgimeer Battaliom of the Americal Division employ the
dogs on mimesweep operatioms regularly. [slidc 28 of£%7 It appears the

nine and tummel dogs are providilg
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T startling r-'2 at wnich K113 Armored Zer:zonnel Jarriera zrce uein. loot L

mines. There i: also an accomuanying Sserious persoenael cosualty crouli-m.
The main demages have occurred in failure of the hull _tructure zndé in

rurture of fuel lines, leading to fire. To rcduce the eflects of these anti-

tank mines, kits are presently deing instzllec o the carrivrs to give

suprlemental armor for the hull bottom and to relocaie ancd strengthen the
fuel line. Although it may be too early to tell the full effectiveness

of the kits, /Clide 29 on,/ at least one carrier crew anc driver are
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grateful. /Slide 29 off, slide 30 on:/ This 251k Division APC with an

armor kit hit a mine estimated to ve 20 pounds, ani there were no casualtics.

Z;iide 30 off./ Priority of issue for kits coming into Vietnam are to 1si
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s Lry 1o deerezse tho enenpy capaoility to employ mine:z woo _Lher naniilone Aoz
frienci. ceruonnel and vehicles, The MACV Voluntear Iaf:r..izi Program I
) intended to¢ encourage Vietnamese civilians to velunteer uceful ‘nlorgation

on the enemy for cash or material rewards. /Sliae 31 on./ . see herc th
results of that portion of the VIP whichk is most Sirecily relciec Lo the minc
wer, covering the Fhree quarters ending in June. All these items were croucht
back to friendly conirol through voluntary informants. The majority ol artil-
lery shells, mortar shells, anq gronaces are of Uo oricin, <hich veccme

available to the enem.  because of duds or which are lost through normal coqc=t

operations. 1he cosi shown is for the entire program, o wnich ithe it-1: zhowm

are just a part. 7The results of the program are apparently good, fer thnere

is no doubt a great deal of munitions are being denied the enemy. tnfariun=zel

‘no direct impact on the level of mining incidents can be deiected. /[ilide 31 oI
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