LEvaRTRNWT OF THE i)
HEADLUARTERS, 9TH HEDICAL LABORATCRY
APO 96384

AVBJ-1-Y¥ 5 Janvary 1.9

Colonel Robert Nias

Department of ‘eterinary Medicine
Walter Reed Army Institute of Ressarch
Walter Reed Army sedical Center
Washingten, D.C. 20012

Dear Colonsl Mimr,

Have been going to write you for several days so I will pgot with it first
thing this moxding. This lettar most 1ikely will wonder al)l cver the place
as I have a lot of ground to cover. First lst me say IBS is still with

us. During the week of 21 Dec, nins new cases were admitted to thx 936th
and 6 subelinienl cases were picissd up via hemograms here abt ths 21:th WP
at long Binh., wo of the dogs at the 936th will die most likely th s week.
Their hematocriis are in the teens and WEC below a thousand., MNo nr./ cases
utnthllmkbowmnmwgmm,mnmenﬂm:odw
and tomorrow (1o .ng WBC and hematocrits) and fully expsct to piek ar 4 or
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Lat me back up and tell you what has been done. The dogs that are at the
936th are getting bled twice a week for climical path werk up and have
been sincs the 1l1th of Dec. Jim Ferguscn is working with me on this, I
have snglosed all the data to date on thess dogs. Will leave it to you
fit. Have dropped the elsctralytes now as tley
appear not to shange. This program will continue for 2 ar 3 more weeks.
i data on protirondbin tlme and thromocyte counts but
it is impossible to get meaningfull data here becanss of the time limi-
tations btotwesn drawing ths sample and rumning the tests, you almost have
the patisnt (dog) in the ilad ftself for good prothrombin times. I have
I got samples in time, from here on out,
W
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(1t isn't doing me any good here anyway) to have the §36th here at long
Binh instead of at TSK,

Jdim bled the 212th here at long Binh 10 days ago. From that we picked up
the 6 subclinical cases. All six of these dogs are still working. We
plan to lsave them on duty and bled them once a week. This will give us
some idea as to what really happens. 7The six were rebled last Friday and
the data on thess are inciuded. Jim has serum on these dogs (212th) down
at ~ihIR. I mades arrangements this week to jet all the out lying units



of the 212th MP'e blad thls week for screenling and every month until I
say ttop. Opon screening, we run WEC and hematoerit, If any show up ab-
normal wa go back and pull Slood from detelled studies once a week. The
212th units are:

Main Unil Long Binh
Subunit Long Thanh North
" Vang Tau
. Tay Binh (1 case picked up 3 Jan 69
cut of 8 degs.)
" Vinh Long
* Soc Trang

The reason for gebting all of them is that they more dogs svery week from
ons unit to ths next for operaticnal reasons. The only way we can get a
trus picture is pget all of them, Would like to freeze all dogs of the
212th where they are but they say they cannot becamse of operational
necessity.

Of the six subclinical cases, 5 had high fevers (FUC) as far back as Aug
and all had boen off feed cne time or another previously. So our FUO's
in dogs over here (Aug & Sep ) and IRS is one and the same,

As I said before the USARV, DTD, Bien Moa 1s being bled thls week and sub-
clinical cases followed up. All new dogs arriving thers will be screeded
each week az wll as all doge lsaving. Awdognhmd.ngmahnﬂﬂcount
or hmmatoarit will not be relsased from there. 3hus the reason for need-
ing the auto~dilutor for Lhe coulter ecounter, ASAP,

As it appears now we are seeing the following:

l. Acute cases, those that bleed profusely and die within one week,
These go fast and may die within 36-48 hours without any history of previous
illness.

2, The chronic blsedar — This is a dog that starts off hy Alseding
a litils from the nose, develops an alnormal blood ploture with the WBC
being as low as 2,000+500 and a hematacrit in the 20's or 30%s., He stays
this wvay for 2 or 3 weks, blseding a little every few days and then slow-
ly starts to recover or appears to recover, To date we have 3 aor 4 like
this that have been sick f ,)6ar9+weeka. Two or thees have been re-
turned to duty, have and been rehospitalised. Good examples

of cnes that are getting better are Sobrm X733, and King 8305,

3. The third ploture is the so called FUO. The dog goes off feed,
loses weight and runs a temperature of 104 to 107 for 3 to 5 days. Gen-
erally désplays swellinz of ocne or more extremities and may develop a
large sterile abscass at any site where he is given an injection. This
swolling of the extriémities may also be mseen in type 2, This may oecur
during the fever or up to 3 or 4 weeks later. The dog appears to recover
in 5 to 7 days and retwmns to duty. At the tima of the acute flare up,
the blood picture is easentially normal but starts to become abnormal
fram 1 to 8 weeks later. Five of the subclinlcal cases out at the 212th
are examplss of this. Thetr data is included, Vhat the final outcome
will be, wo doen't know yet.



Now far some "hlue Sky" on my part. I refer you to an AFIP report dated
19 Dec 68 an Major AAB2 AFIP #1287379. DLawve know: this dog as I was mak-
ing arrangements to send him back to CONUS, He w:e a chronlec case from
the last outbreak over here. He would work for inhile and then go down
only to recover agaln. PFinally dying in August. Colonel Garner has a
copy of his complets record. I think this case my give a real lead. as
a result, I would suggest that you males arrangemei.ts to receive and hold
6 to 10 of these chromic cases at Flum Island. If we leave them over here
we will lose them sure as hell., At Plua, we coul! fly some one every week.
up there to bleed them, etc, Also along tha same line, I hops you or
somsond has let USDA know what is going on. The reason being pets coming
back to CONUS, If we don’t, we are apt to all find curselves open to a
hell-of-a~1ot of eriticism and rightly so. They have every right and
nsed to know because of the sts that have been and are being shipped.

1 an sure Jerry Callis will cooperate in this, Ir you can get a place

to keep them, Cadonel Hogze and I will "somehow” wake arrangements to

got them there.

Jim has serum froam these units plus information ar exposures and times.

Hs 1is reluctant to gzive to me 10 semd to youg because he feels ha is
working directly for Colomel Bumcher om this. Anything you want along
this line I will have to refer you to Buseher. N0 huswn illness even
close to thle has been reparted in sy of cuwr medical fanilities ower here.
Have enclosed a copy of a 11st of all dogn that mve dled with IHS, their
units, date of death, date

n't received a repar
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I have carried on here pege after page and I hope you can make sense of
ite What I have tried to do 1is give you a pdeture of it as I see it at
this point in time, what we have done and are doing.

if you need anymere information.

Prozan tissuse being shipped Monday, & Jan 69. FPlease let me know if
they make it. Pleass give Colonel Garner a copy of the dogs that have
died of INS,

JERRY 5. WALKER
MAJ, VT
Chief, Veterinary Medicine





