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Thw Vlelna confliet “Affore fre; other wirs Qe to one frcotor -~
there aro no frect 24mss, no Foar arcig, Do renl huvens of cefty, Hoe
gaxdicas of placo or time, the moziear scldier is comstarntly oxpopad i
dinger, uhather soowring isoloted encsnonentis noar the 4 or patrolling
lomaly footpaths in the santiaps < Pledkn or strolling lodourely an zhadod
el zen ovenues, 1hs Urdted Ltates ~yoy bos angy red t0ds chinlane v ipe-
2t ating new amd wiudod cancepts nd tochni-uwes soocificnily don'sC e

sl mwrills wnsfoye, Smong the woct rucceseN is the Mlodile uidlise

Dogs‘md nodam warare are old ceepapiane. Durlng dorld Har I1othe
Gexmn snd Fronch 2rmlcs botveor thex exloyod over 50,000 doge ng centrize,
The inorican ixpudicnary Porces ured some of thess arlisals or & losh bucis.
In Yorld War II over 250,000 dogr eerved wlth ammies of too llies nd

the ixia, The Ausel ns, o 2le used owver 50,000, v trodned thelr
mdanls to mmn undor oposwaching Sorpean tapks e alnes glemmad upem thelr

bwks., iHen sAidng the undsrslde of the tack, tis zine wowdd Jetunato,
Tho 13th Kilitary Pelies Trigede, wixich wrivad in Wetn: ir _onten.
roxr 1366, 1z fortunnte in having indor ite comomd thm S12th M414t ry Leidce
Coupray {(Cantyy Dog). The 212tk wes activated on 15 lay 1945, .dnco that
tine 1t he=g boon staticned ip Baedd, Iwp Jina, iadpan, Jepan, .orea, Italy,

and nov Visteam, In additiom o the tue Vistnancss compalgn streurer. vhich
it possoses, 1t alco veae sw rded 21l tom ompalgn siremiore frem Uw lorone

Confiict ag @12 ne two Zoran “eddentdsl Citatlicone,

The pentry dez ip mreatly “oared by the Vst Comp and Fustild-hly oo,



t

oro gloreo at thle hmdsome Sorman Shepland, streining t the oxd of Its
1oach Ath enariing Dy, ix anouzh to quolil wort st gepdsts, Thoe avere
aza dog ic two to six yours old = wnighs appredizately of sty nomnds,

Sraincd with s Landisr for clght wooke in the Undted Sites, aoch dog

T e St e s i ey 1o i e ok Sy i &

receives an adddilianal Cwo weeko Frofreghay” treinirg upen arriving in
Viotnam before baing nlaesd on aetual sentry doty,
ihe dog, ¥y ite very nntnre, has several dletinet sdwantages ovor -~ny .

zen advnrziry, e posroepticn cof wpovenmnt is avraxiactsly ten tinmes
se-ater, ks sanes of hearlny twenty timss sharper, snd nds sonse of amell
ferty tines doemer, Flareoly loy2l to e handler, the avernge santry doz i

Bas the capaldlity of roeronding to well over che th:iusand differont
Experience ir Vieilnan bag revoslsd ihat theee dogs are most effective |

aly aypioyed ot right, whore thelr Rshly doveloped percspidve rconoss

are ipryaluablie in ds=tectirg leteud:-re attempting 4o Infiltrate vital instels-

Iatiaos cnd mopply podnts, Thalr cffectivermsn i3 ommeswhel decreased Uy

the uae of flares, Wt they arc trained tc ighore rodse Zyrom artillery and

mortey fire, Those assets moe than wallsy the sonity doz for tis nyineryy

»dpgiea of detocticn and onrly wurdng ot pericetsr cecurity witos seatiered

thronghcut Vetnen,

Siq0e arriving in the Republic of Vietnam .n .ugust of 1765, the
212th H* Com ay (sentry Dog), with 1ts 250 officers and »en and 20C
dois, has constaitly sxpanded its sphere of ;hysical security protection.
It preseatly has peracanel «nd dogs loczted at fifteen separate detach-
ments, ranginz {rcz ,ul thon iz the morth to Vung lau in the south. i

Critieal airfields, slgnal sites, suppls cepots and aammitlon tolnts




are umong essantial facilitisy affcrded protection,

the success of the sealry dog is Dest sevidenced by the feer in
whioh he is held by the Viet Cond. In February 1966 a hazdler and
his dog single-handeils held off some tuweniy-thres Viet Cony atilempt-
ing to enter the Tew :leiku Air 3zae construction area. The haxdler
wounded and captured five Viet Con. prior to the arriwval of & reaction
foros., At the same locatlon in January 1967 a baadler and hls dog
again repelled ap.roximately 12 Viel Jong armed with sutomatic weapons,
atmed only with a .45 caliber pistol and nhis <dog's vicious howling,
the handler refused zocess to the shesy and maintained nia post, which
the Viot Con; were unable to ponetrate. The same story holda tiue
throughout the lwepublic of Vietnam. In :ha Trang pilferage ol criti-
cal suppliez has besn sharply reduced becsuse of sentiry dog alertness
and utilization. 1» Phan lweng, _ui hon, and Den s Thuot there
have veen no succesaful penetrationa through seniry dog ureas of res-
ponaibility. The 1st Cavalry Mvision (Alrmobile) requggg_ei}nm* )
celved from the 212ti a detactment of semeey WO7E to belp secure its
bese Gamp st An Khs, Jespite bavessing soiper fire and stel.lng
santhers, thars have ceen no suceesaful penetrations through the
sentry dog poats at An Khe,

The sentry doz and his hancler provide an ingenious an:ver Lo many
of the probless raised by the terraristlc tactlcs of the Viet Cong. In
sldltion to relessing large nunbers of security guards for more moblle
offansive oceraticas, {ndicutions are that inatallations and facilities
now protocted t\rj\mt\x\-y dogs are more secure than sver, The dogs and
thair handlers have u;;ﬂ Y trazendous tapk in Vietnam, and they are

~

performing 1t well.





