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MASTER 
LESSON PLt\N 

INSTBDCTION.U. UNIT: Capabllities and L1m!.tatiOl1l3 of Scout Dogs 
TYPE: .tecture/Di:3cussion/DelliOl'lstration 
TIME A.LLOrrliDl 100 minutes 
CLASS PRESmTliD TO: 
TOOLS, E,lUlP.Io!M, & }1AT!lUAL: None 
PERSONl~:ii:L: None 
INSTBDCTIO&L AIDS: I Squad (Scout Dogs & Handlers) 
REFE:R.E2iCE: Chapter 19 FK 21-7.5: Par 103 F:M 20..,z0 
STUDY ASSIDNMaIT: None , 
STUDllNr UNIFORM AND EXlUlIP~1ENT: v,~ 
TROOP RiQUIREMENTS: Two (2) Squads In1' wI_pons, &: One (If\Aggressor w/weapoo. 

1. PRESENTATION: 

A. INTRODUCTID1~: 

(1) Attention Step: By use of joke or gillli.ck appropriate to class 
gain attention. As you w:Ul learn during this class dogs are possessed at: 
certain keen senses wuch make them an :invaluable tool in counter-insurgency 
operations. Like any other specialized item of equipllIlnt, however, you IIIU3t be 
thoroughly fallli.llar ldth its operation before you can fully realiz.e the benefits 
from it. SUch is the case also With scout dogs. 

(2) Objective:Dur:!.ng this two hour block of instruction you ldll 
be given an understanding of the capabllities ani limitations of scout dogs; 
what they are capable of dOing, and what effect wind, weather, terrain ani 
environment determines their effectiveness. 

(3) Reason: Scout dogs have proven theUiSelves effective in every 
theater of operations lilere they have ever been elllPloyed. In South Vietnam 
they have done well. But unlike most people suppose it is not the fault of the 
dog bot rataer the hUllliln element that is responsible tor their care, tra1.n1.ng 
ani utilization in the field. Therefore it is imperative that you knowasmch 
as you can about the C8p!.bllities ani llm1.tations of scout dogs for the very 
degree of education on this subject IIAY possibly save your llfe if you should 
need to employs them. 

B. EXPL\NA.TlOO: 

(1) Explain the capabllit1es of scout dogs: 

a) The most important defense mechanisms of a scout dog to 
the IIII.litary are his sellse of smell, souni and sight. 

1. Properly trained ani eIllPloyed under ideal conditions 
the average scout dog is capable of alerting on airborne huuan scent at great 
distances. However. even an alert of 30 meters is a llfe-saver under the most 
adverse canditons of huuan visib1.1l.ty. 

\. 

MASTER 
LESSON PLt\N 

INSTBDCTION.U. UNIT: Capabllities and L1m!.tatiOl1l3 of Scout Dogs 
TYPE: .tecture/Di:3cussion/DelliOl'lstration 
TIME A.LLOrrliDl 100 minutes 
CLASS PRESmTliD TO: 
TOOLS, E,lUlP.Io!M, & }1AT!lUAL: None 
PERSONl~:ii:L: None 
INSTBDCTIO&L AIDS: I Squad (Scout Dogs & Handlers) 
REFE:R.E2iCE: Chapter 19 FK 21-7.5: Par 103 F:M 20..,z0 
STUDY ASSIDNMaIT: None , 
STUDllNr UNIFORM AND EXlUlIP~1ENT: v,~ 
TROOP RiQUIREMENTS: Two (2) Squads In1' wI_pons, &: One (If\Aggressor w/weapoo. 

1. PRESENTATION: 

A. INTRODUCTID1~: 

(1) Attention Step: By use of joke or gillli.ck appropriate to class 
gain attention. As you w:Ul learn during this class dogs are possessed at: 
certain keen senses wuch make them an :invaluable tool in counter-insurgency 
operations. Like any other specialized item of equipllIlnt, however, you IIIU3t be 
thoroughly fallli.llar ldth its operation before you can fully realiz.e the benefits 
from it. SUch is the case also With scout dogs. 

(2) Objective:Dur:!.ng this two hour block of instruction you ldll 
be given an understanding of the capabllities ani limitations of scout dogs; 
what they are capable of dOing, and what effect wind, weather, terrain ani 
environment determines their effectiveness. 

(3) Reason: Scout dogs have proven theUiSelves effective in every 
theater of operations lilere they have ever been elllPloyed. In South Vietnam 
they have done well. But unlike most people suppose it is not the fault of the 
dog bot rataer the hUllliln element that is responsible tor their care, tra1.n1.ng 
ani utilization in the field. Therefore it is imperative that you knowasmch 
as you can about the C8p!.bllities ani llm1.tations of scout dogs for the very 
degree of education on this subject IIAY possibly save your llfe if you should 
need to employs them. 

B. EXPL\NA.TlOO: 

(1) Explain the capabllit1es of scout dogs: 

a) The most important defense mechanisms of a scout dog to 
the IIII.litary are his sellse of smell, souni and sight. 

1. Properly trained ani eIllPloyed under ideal conditions 
the average scout dog is capable of alerting on airborne huuan scent at great 
distances. However. even an alert of 30 meters is a llfe-saver under the most 
adverse canditons of huuan visib1.1l.ty. 



2. But a scout dog's value is not limi.ted o~ to his 
keen sense at smell. He is also capable at hearing soun:is 40 times better than 
man. Calculated in term:> at tactical value this means that a dog can foil an 
enell\Y trying to infiltrate your position by detecting sounds too faint for 
hUIIBn ears; the scraping at clothing against brush, harsh breatlnng. the rasp at a 
sandal against a rock, the accidental click::i..ng at a bolt; and even more re­
markable is his ability to detect the presence at a trip wire in total. darkness 
by the faintest of all sounis; soun:.i waves by the vibration of the wire. or the 
scent of the boobY,.,ani associated hUlliiln scent. 

"t"t"l!fS 

b) A scout dog is abo capab1" of detectin,; a foreign presence 
bel.o-w. and above ground leval. 

c) He is capable of gi~ earq silent warning of YO hiding 
in caves, canal banks. 1'ox-boles, trees, jungles, forests, rice paddies, and 
even en occasion alert you to the presence of a well conceal.ed lIBn-trap. 

d) He is capable at: alerting on dead scent (positions recently 
vacated by the enell\Y); discl.osing the direction and appro:xi.Date strength o£ 
the enell\Y in terms o£ 1ndi.viduals or groups; and 1£ the situation warrants, 
leading a £riendly force to the elIact location of a hostile £orce. 

e) Recognizing these remarkable sensory abilities o£ a scout 
dog it is no womer that in Feb 196) four sceut dogs attached to the 47th Inf 
Regt were able to locate an amazing total at two hundred am seventy-1'our 
(214) Montagnard tribesmen attempting to avoid capture in the mountainous 
regions at KontUlll, VN.(!" \1 1.ldioal l:o ... e.) 

1') It is not our intent howeverto make you balieve that scout 
dogs are in£allible, incapable o1'error or devojJ;\ at: limi.tations. 'Ihe~..have 

their l.iml.tationa but the" are harmf'ul. only 1<ihen the handler is unaware o£ 
wha.t ther are am 1<ihat influence they have on the dog's sensory and physical 
activities. 

(2) Exiplaing the l.iml.tations at a scout dog: 

a) Tra.1D1ngaaJXi IbYsical conditioning: 

1. Unlike IIDSt people suppose a dog doesn't enter the 
threshold of m1l.i.tary li£e with a sO-,'l_lled "nose" for wrking on lozumiln 
scent e:xclusiveq. This is SOll8~ that the dog IIWi't be trained to do; 
like you loIOuld train a hound to hunt boar or deer. 

2. ':the scout dog JIIlSt also be trained to wrk on air­
borne scent alone. He IIWi't be broken 1'rom any attempt to track his h1lllBn quarry. 
For a scout dog that is prone to track: will lead yon into an alllbush ever;ytillle 
if' the enell\Y is wise to his wa;ys. Even a dog that onl¥ occasionalq puts his 
nOSe to the groUDi will ~ this interval. be subject to DIl.ssing an al.ert. 

). He III.lIlt also be discouraged i'roIII paying attention to 
ani..ual scents. You cannot break a dog 1'rom alerting on ani..uals but he should 
not be allowed to go in pursuit or pay lIIOre than momentary attention to these 
scents. 
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4. A scout dog IlU5t also be in top physical condition 
in order to w:l.thstand the rigors ot: traversi:q: IIIOWltainous juIlgle terr ain 
over ex:t.ended periods ot: time aDi :in tropical heat. 

5. lie mst also be the subject ot: continuous tra1:o1:ng 
:in the t:ield as well as back :in garri:lon. ihis should :include regular 
schedul.ed hours oJ: obedience. obstacles, road narches and scouting problems. 
The obstacles that he shoulJ:! be trained to overcome are those cOlllllQn to the 
terrain he will be encountering, ie;.sw.i.nging bridges. monkey bridges, deep 
ravines, canals, rivers, etc. 

b) Ai:t:ects oJ: wind, weather, terrain and environment: 

1. 'NiDi: 

a. Wind is the most important single factor to be 
conliidered when employ:ing scout dogs. For it is the wind that carries hostile 
scent and sounds to the dog. Denied the advantages of wind, no natter how slight, 
the et:f'ectiveness of a scout dog is greatJ.:,y d1.l!l1.n:1.shed. 

b. In this regard a scout dcg should be employed at 
the po:int or on the wi.lld:ward fiank of' a tactical element in order to take 
advantage of the wind. 

c. The handler shoulJ:! be able to feel or sense 
what direction the w:l.nd is blowing at any time without having to rely on such 
expedients as dropping dus t or a hand.t'u1. of hair t:rom his dog I s back aDi 
noting its direction of drit:t. A relia.ble 1I¥iica.tor is the .dog itself:. 
Observe b.1m and he "Will invar:tab],JJ tell you the direction oJ: the wind since he 
will turn b.1s nose into it. 

d. 'iiin:i prod~es what is known as a scent cone. 
A real strong "Wind lodll produce a seem. cone that is cOmpilrativel,y wider :than 
a moderate steady wind due to the diJ:t:erence in "Wind velocity. A ~ht w:1nO., 
such as a breeze, due to its lack oJ: t:orce, w.Ul cause the scent to dr1t:t 
very weakly. strong gusty w:i.n:ls on the other haDi will create ever chan,.'"ing 
scent pattern:> depending on the "Wind's velocity at that particul.ar moment. 

Instructor note: Demonstrate effects oJ: wind velo-
city on scent pattern qy use of ,II 7 .. a6II. snaU smoke pot. If' this is not 
possible then illustrate on black:board. 

2.. Terrain: 

a. The effe&ts oJ: terrain on the travel ot: scent 
is also a variable t:actor, but one "Which also deserves the handler's 
consideration. 

b. ,o[ini b.1tt1ng a hill top or the crest oJ: a hill 
is prone to break :into/7J: three sma.ll.er stream of air current. The et:t:ect 
is quite s:lmlJar to that produced qy water breaking around a boul.der in the 
middle ot: a stream or river. 
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c. A small table top or top of a mesa i.s probablY' 
the worst place for a dog to try to fini a hidden man. Scents borne by the wiDi 
off a mesa may be scattered. blown aloft. or die before theY' come into contat;t 
with &toUD:i level. J. dog may Pick: up a scent from a mesa o~ to lose it 
once he comes close because it is beil\\; blown over hi.s head. 

d. y=tains, gorges, ruttes, breaks, valleys, and 
timberlines w:I.ll all cause the wind to sweep and swirl. ThUl'l, the onl;ywiDi 
that will. blow with any steadiness is that mich comes over a flat and El9'en 
surface. 

e. Dense jungles will also restrict the travel: of 
scfUlt considerably, caUl'ling it to dr:i.ft ai.mlessly due to the general lack 
of", 'Circulation :in such areas. An alertil\\; range of 1.5-:30 meters is co~id­

Alit -e'red good under such coniitions. 

f. HUlIfin scents from fomales become borne by the 
wi:D:i because scents rise as they evaporate. These scents are not as strong 
as those produced by men in the open. 

:3. '-leather: 

a. Weather plays an i.mportant part :in the abllity 
of the dog to work effectively. 

b. Hu:aan scent di.ssipates mre rapidly in a hot 
and dry cl.i.Date then it does :in an area lihere there is quite a bit of mo",s­
ture. Heat from the sun causes scents to evaporate rather rap:i.dJ.y. Du.r:i.ng 
rains, scents remain close to their SOUllCSS. Fog produces the same ettect. 

4. EDvironmen t: 

a. Eovironment is another factor that will influence 
a scout dog's work:ir"abllity to var,ying degrees. 

b. Rlce paddies will slow a dog's progress, lihich 
i.s Bay times to the handler's advantage. rut it w:iJ.l in no _y attect the 
dog I s effectiveness. Their ab1l1ty to scent and detect a hostlle force is every 
bit as good as men working on firm groUDi. 

c. A mountaillous environment will tax a dog I s 
stamina rut if the dog is in good J;ilysical condition and h1.s energies are 
conserved for those periods lihen he is actualq needed then there is no reason 
~ he show.dn't be able to keep pac. with any hu:aan. 

d. Working a scout dog ill a village or hamlet, how­
ever, is conducive to the working abilities of the dog. A good exalllPle of 
thi.s 18 lihere scout dogs have been used ill support of search and Seizure type 
of operation against the Viet CODg. In these illstaD:les the villagers W9re 
assembled at certain locations to mlrrlml"e any dist::act1ons to the scout dogs 
lihUe they selircbed houses tor hidden eneD!Y. 
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e. '!he most ideal of environment cond1 tions £or 
working a scout do,;: are round in those areas sparcely inhabited and with 
litUe or no outside distl11ctions. It IIIlSt be remembered that a scout dog 
is unable to dist1nquish between friend and roe and if' through repeated 
contact with peasants, etc, he is constant~ taken of£ tr.:e alert he will soon 
loose all interest. 

c) List and describe other £actors that i.n£luence a scout 
dog' s e££ectiveness, 

1. Vet suppOrt: 

a. Vet support is essential to the continued 
e££ectiveness o£ dogs on a tactical operation. 

b. In counter-insurgen::y opel11tions there are many 
things that can happen to limit or retJier a dog ine££ective. There is 
alW'lYs the possib1l1ty o£ a dog drinking disease redden W'lter, stepping on 
a man-trap, heat exhaustion, etc. In IOOSt instances where a vet tech is 
present III1.nor illnesses and injuries can be treated on the spot thus per­
lIIitting the dog to continue its III1.ssion. IE the opposite is true however, 
then there is usually no other alternative but to evacuate the dog to the 
rear to stave o££ in£ection or to prevent aggravating the illness. 

2. Mai.'lta1n1ng tactical proficiency: 

a. Dogs in rear areas £or refresher trai.n1.ng DUSt be 
kept in tI'lining and daily work of short duration is recolllllJellded. 

b. A scout dog should not be used on both outposts 
and patrols in one night. IE both an outpost and a patrol are needed, two 
dogs should be utilized. !!:ltperience has proven that a scout dog's most 
valuable tunction is that o£ patrolling. 

c. Dogs lih:i.ch have not made contact during two 
successive patrols should be encouraged by patrolling a .. ainst a staged 
ambush. This my be done on a very snall scale, but SU£ficient to Dliintain the 
do;,;s interest in his lllission. 

d. A scout dog can work at naxi!IuD e££icienc y £or 
two or three hours at a time; less in tropical clinates. On long opeI'ltions, 
demanding the use o£ a single dog at the point element for longer periods 
o£ tillB, two dogs should be used, keeping alW'lys one in the rear as a 
reserle element. 

3. Food and nourishment: 

a. A supply o£ £resh water carried on patrol is IIDre 

vital then rood. 

b. IE £resh water is not available then local~ pro­
cured _ter should be either boiled or treated with pur1£ication tablets. 
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do;,;s interest in his lllission. 

d. A scout dog can work at naxi!IuD e££icienc y £or 
two or three hours at a time; less in tropical clinates. On long opeI'ltions, 
demanding the use o£ a single dog at the point element for longer periods 
o£ tillB, two dogs should be used, keeping alW'lys one in the rear as a 
reserle element. 

3. Food and nourishment: 

a. A supply o£ £resh water carried on patrol is IIDre 

vital then rood. 

b. IE £resh water is not available then local~ pro­
cured _ter should be either boiled or treated with pur1£ication tablets. 



c. Just prior to going on patrol a scout dog should 
not be ted as tins bas the same eftect as a man working right atter eating a 
big -.l. However. a plentiful SIlWly of tie:L:i ratiollS should be taken 
by the baDdler. to :feed the dog during operations. 

d. And lih1.le a dog my be able to go a couple o:f 
days without :food. he cannot do :for lq without water. This is particularly 
true here in Vietnam due to the heat ani hUDd.dity which 'id.ll e41.use a dog 
to dehydrate :raster then in coler clilUltes. 

" > 

s. Demonstration: (JO)thirty Ildnutes) 

1. Explain the position or SCout Dogs with :forward 
element. and reserve dogs with 5in body of patrol. 

2. Explain the use a:f' SCout Dogs in SWeeps(Searoh & 
Destroy Missions) ani their position preeeeding a sk:l.rml.sh line. 

c. SUMM.\RY 

(1) Resta tEllllElllt : Restate all I1tiI.1n points covered during 
lesson. 

(2) Appeal: Remotivate class by ~asizil:Jg the "need to 
know" aspects a:f' the capabilities aai liml.tations a:f' scout dogs. 

(3) Introduction: Introduc e next class. 
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