MASTER
LESS0N PLLN

INSYRUCTICK.S. UNIT: Capabilities =nd Limitations of Seout Dogs-Opersating-in RICE"
PADDIES, MAKSH, SWéMPS, ete.

TY.E: ILsetvere Ferformance
TTIMG ALLOTTLD:  TRL
CL4S5 FL-IANTZD TO: Students of Scout Dog School

TCOLS, F UIPMESNT, & MLTIATAT. T3

INSTRUCTION.L .IDS- Dog and Bquipc:int
REFERENCE: EHandi-ok for U.3. Forces in Viet l=m, MLV, Dec &5
STUDY ASSIGMMGHT: Liuse

STUDENT URIFORM & BQUIPMEHT: " Fatigue Uniform, Notebook & Yencil

TROOP HEQUIREMENT: TB.L
I. FPoISERTATION: i e e

L. Intzodustion: .

_ 7. Axtention Step: By vse of jocke or gimmick appropriate to class, gain
studente aitentior, Tie in w/urevious hewrs ¢f instructions you were tavgh: the
czpabilities and linmitations of Sciut Dogs,; and are now well in%oc specialized tzsin-
ing. This knowlecze, however, is not worth the time that wecs spent on it unless
your dog is properiy employed.

2. Oojective:r Duving this blocz of instruction you will be given en undex-
standing of the tactical employment of scout dogs in rice paddiea, mersh lenc,
swamps, mid, water, ctc.

3. Reeson: Tt=2 importance of this subject canot Le stressed tcs muck.

You hove eireedy been Informed of your sssigmment, 57 I would sdvise yow to pay
ciose cttention to instructionrs, methods, techniqueés used to femilierize you so
you cen train your dog.

E. Explanation:

i« Expfein the use for ard purpcse of this training:

e. Por & Scout Dcz Team (SDT) to be successful, ascomplish his mission
in support of Irfentry Units in Viet Nam you mst be conditioned to operztec in
md, woter, swamps end capable of detectisg VO sobushes and Other concesplad Lid-
ing places which hove previouwsly provided a haven for the VO {0 slip awer and avoid
detection. s

b. Foxr those of you whn have served in Viet Fam well know, that rice pad--
dies are found tiri owt the coun*vy. The Mekong River Delte is nothing but a net
wozk of canels; rivers. and flooded mersh land. To effectively carry the war to
the enemy in thia region, patrols must trzvel thmu all types of tkis terrein.

Under these cohditions, a pestrol is extremely vulnerable to YC embush, end sniper
fire due to reduced visibility, cover 2nd concezinent. With o highly trcined scout
dog the risk of the patrol being ambushed is reduced considexabiy.



c»-Recogni zing-4iis cepahility, scout dogs can effectively petrol

at the point position to aud from ohjdctive ereas. A Scout Dog Tenm is cap-
ableé of coxrying out any wmission in weter, mud, swaupy arcas. and cxl be as
effective as on dry, cleer open terrain.

2. Bxplein: The proper employnment of Scout Dog Teems unler this en-
viorment:

z.- The dog skould bs worked on point positicn.

b. One guard is assignz1 to protect the hrndler.

ce T number of reserve dcgs witi: the patrol wculd depend on dis-
tance , mission, and terrain of the peirol is to ccuduet iis operation.

. Due to the excessive amount of noise caused by the patreol the
dog team should petzol sheed with th: forward element keeping eye enntact
w:th the main tedy. 1a shis manner nolise ¢ be mindinmized aliowing ths dog
to work more effectively, end to use his sesde§ of scens, sound ard sight.

2. Becruce of irrzgulnr wird édrifts caused by this terrain, the cdog
teas shooll he percitied ic zigurg if possible using tlz wind tc his dogs
eaventoges

£. Herdler shcu’d travzl as light s poscible, beczuse excessive
equ:zaeni wall camse hin o sing deeper in mad and swekp.

£. Logs should be highly trainsd aad conirolled.

L. Dog fighters, fast workers, nervous, energetic, snd noisy dogs
shovld be corrected of this andesixed habirT, or net selecleéd for these patrols.
This typ# ef dog will nct held urp in fugged texrain, and will only &ire hia-
sclf asd bhis hondler.

i. 83511 (1ight weirht) dogs (40-60) 1bs. under voice and hond
signel control are ideal for this type of employment.

je Use of the 25 ft. leesh and of f leash should be considered, if
pcssible, to rllow freedam of wovement te the 900, provided that the scout
dog is undexr control.

k. Handle:zs patrolline in mud shouli trke smell skort stezs to
prevent frcam sinking deeper- and. censtantly ooving around.

i. The comnen: (Fasy) showld be used sc thot the Jog scts a3 slew

m. Dogs dre sorzscted for playirg and 3Iunuing arcund in mud ord vager.

n. MWndler shaclé take cover, when undee fire end control his 3dog
during sctions.,

0. When waliking or working on tcp of rice pedly {dike walls), hondlers
shculd be caatious, o5 tre VO sei meny miaes or bcoby traps in these areds.
{PIMEMSER ~ THE DOG3 WIZCHET MAY NOT S2T OFF A MANE)

p. Gorrecl yaur dxg tor &inking excessive snounts of dirdy rice
poddy wafer this will cause tle dog to become siclsy covgh ond create undesived
ncise.

5. TADEAXY R

a. “cototement:  Rest-ic eii oain points covercd during lesson.

b. _:peal, Re-muuivate the class by re-emphas’-.ng tac need tc
know" aspects ol scouting nd paixelling.

e Jn.toduction:  uuroduce next class.





