July 15, 1969

Redeateker!

Page 7

Safe and courteous Driving

Habits

Essential to Good US-VN Relations

(Editor's Note The following
arnele is reprinted frowm the June
1 urue of the Saigom Sunday
Fost awd  provides jour
;n:plu ofl;ww utter duregard
or human hie and property can
jeopardize the amtire effori of
the United States Army in Vier-
mam. Safe dnvieg and proper
condust while bekind the whee!

ar riding es a are the
rerponaibiliy of all Redcaschars
Be maje. Be alerr. He courteous.}

To a lady [ know there are two

inds of « and

drivers. and an ¢yc-wilness 1n
a large number of cascy

Four offcnses  thal’s cnough
to make an anti-Anwicin pro-
paganda machine out of the
sweetest andividual anywhere

One day, st a red hight, a Gl
doving a large wuck  coming
from behind damaged the right
rear mudguard of her car. The
deiver did not bother to dexcend
from his truck Lo lake a look,
let alone apologize

us

Another day, & truck
d d

American mihh.ryr drivera. |
keep telling her that there are
good drivers and bad drivers
1 every country. Agreed. she
tephied, but the drivers | am
taliing about display an ob.
vious disregard for human lilc
and feelings. 1 know they don't
drive like that in their own
country.

1 quite understand her feel-
ings. 1 know through personal
experience how  arrogant some
Americans are. Bul ! slseo know
many good Americans. So the
whole picture in my mind
not a dark one. Unfortunately
fate has it that in a two-year
peniod, my friend has been the
vicum of po less than four mis-
deeds involving US  mititary

d the left rear mudguard
of her car under simslar eir-
cummonces This ume 1l was at
the red lght . the Central
Markel of Saon QOne inprove-
ment bere  the diver thes wwe,
although not bothermg 1> alght
to look or apologire, gove her a
g smle How gracious'

The third ume, as she was
riding & motor scooler, a US
sold:er pitling ncat lo the drniver
n a reep stretched out his arma,
put  them  around her  bust,
squeezed her while both the jeep
and the scooter were in molion
It was only when he saw that
the scooter rider was about to
lose her balance and Fall that
he released her She threw some
insults at him  All octupants of
the jeep laughed heuruly, be-

‘Warrior’ Platoon Leader

Is Lucky Th

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES—
“I must have nine Llives and
I balieve I used three of them

“declared -1LT- - D.
Walker of Munroe, La, 13t pla=
toon leader with Charlie Co,
Sth B, 12th Inf

it all happened while the
Charlie Co infantrymen were
sweeping an area 13 miles south-
west of Saigon with elements of
the Brigade's Delta Trp, I7th
Cav. The Redeatchers were mov-
ing cautiously throu the area
searching for enemy by traps
and emplacements.

Upon reaching a ni elm
hre, the platoon left It
Trp ACAYs and began searching
the area on foot After moving
100 meters down a dike, the

infsntrymen encountered their
first_obstacle,
“The point man must have

stepped right over the trip wire
because I felt a gmall tug an
my leg sand immediately | real-
ized what [ had done” aaid
platoon leader Walker. .

ing down he saw, wrap-
ped around hu leg a thin wire
leading w a Chicom grenade
The pin was completely pulled
out, “I was really lucky that
it didn't detonate,” added the
heutenint. The dud booby trap
was immediately blown in place

Further down the trail another
booby trap was discovered
While checking to see il 1t
could be disarmed safely, Walker
saw that the pin was partually
puiled out.

Quueckly latching onto  the
handle and grenade to prevent
an  explosion should the pun
tall. the lLieutenant removed the
booby trap from its camoufaged
potttion  Movement of the gre.
nade caused the pin to jar loose.
Alter gevera! anx:ous moments,
the pin was replaced and the
infantryen  continued  their
search of the area carrying the
grenade with them

W:ith all eyss on the alert for
more booby traps a suspicious
wire was spotted hanging be-
tween two poles off the beaten
path. The platson leadar and
another member of the patroi
were walking aver o examine
i+ when the third man 1in line
spied 2 trip wire across  the
path the two had just taken
The third trap was also idenli-

as a Chicom type frag-
menlation grenade This one was
canly duarmed and the un

ree Times

moved out again

Receiving word o load back
onip the ACAVs, the lucky
Lsutsnant aod his men mounted
" the tracks and headed for home.

“Somcboly up thete was really
Tookuyt out for me loday” ex-
claimed Walker

forc they drove themselves into
« well-proleeled alley complete
with barhed wire and  armed
guard

The fourth ume. 1t was Satur-
day, May 24, 1%39 A schoolgirl
was guietly ndisg her Solex
motorbike, ho moce Lhan & yard
Irom the edge of the right side-
walk. A US jecp driven by an
American soldier, overtaking an-
other car on the -right side,
caught the handlc of the girds
bike in its molton and w
bath the girl and the bike on
the sidewalk Continuing his way
ahcad. the jecp overtock an-
other ear the same way, this
trme, he engagl 3 molor scooler,
my lady frwead’'s My [rend lost
hold of the handle of her
scocter Her hawds waved des-
perately an the wir for & while,
and landed 1 chanee on the
head light From  there, they
worked therr way back 10 the
handles of the swerving scooter
and put 1t hack under eontra!
The C1 did nol bother to stop
Neither he nor the two American
passengers in Lhe jeep bothered
to look back to sec what was
happening behind them. He
ignored  all police whistle blows
and cres (rom the other strect
users, unul a US officer who
happened b ¢ drving belund
them foreed him to stop He
tock the 1D number of the driver
and left.

M‘y lady fricnd whase right
ankle was hruused un the process,
arfived on the stepne In  her
anger, sht pud  hersell ihe
luxury of insulting the Jeep
driver in English. A lew munutes
later the Vielnamese traffic police
arfived and wid the Gl to wait
for the Amencan MPs. At firss,
.the GI wed t ignore -the 4n-
atructons  of the Vietnamese
trafe palice, but since the police
was firm, he had o stay there

WARNING—PIRACY AND EX-
PLOSIYES CONVERSATION

The A Force [hspector
Gceneral has  asked oIl major
lers 1o insure all per-
sonnel are aware that light-
hearted reference o explogives
or picacy aboard ewilian wmr
carrers, no maller how inneoent
they may be, can result in
heavy fines and imprisonment.
Civil  air carriers are  re-
quested by Federal regulation
w report wmumediately to loeal
police and the FBI .ny com-
ment pertaining to bombs, ex-
plosive  devices, weapons or
piracy Ln  connection wilh a
fught The Aw Force said thi
policy is strictly enforced

RN
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The r schoolgirl also Anally
found her way 1o the scene. She
had a serious wound on the

kice, and scrawches on her hands
and arms Her torn a0 dar bore
blood stuns She stood miently
i dront of the US dnver It
wat  perhaps her fist  contac:
with an American. There was no
anger, no amimaosily on her face
or in her eyes. When the driver
fnally asked her if the was hyrt,
replied in Vietnamese. There
Wag no BCOTND no protest in her
words She did not say, “Laok
what you've done to ma, Cl*
“I know you ere o well-
trained and well armed " I dor':
know whether you are brave,
but [ doa’t need any city heroes ©
In a 3oft veice, the lLittle Eir.
xad, “It hurls me so much 15
fall from that hike Tomorrow.
I won't be able 10 go to school
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PFC Steven D. MeDowell, a dag handler with  the

Brigade's Combat Tracker Tenm, reads his mail ar hbis

dog, Shanec, looks on,

Combat Tracker Welcomes

Unusually Large Mail Call

FS1 HORSESHOE BEND-
Every GI likes getling letlers,
and some can’t get enough ol a
good thing.

PFC Stevyn McDowcll, Kirk-
ville, Mo., a dog handler wilh
the Tth [nf Det. Combat Tracker
Team, relurned from a misson
recently with his dog, Shane, 10
find 35 letters waring for him

The letters all came from mxth

aders st the Graham School,

risgant, Mo They were an
assignment _ from Mrs Mas
McDowell, tha youngsters' teach-
er and PFC McDowell's suster-
in-law.

“You always hope Lhat there
will be mail wating for you
when you get back an opecra-
ton,” MeDowell said later, "but
nobody, least of all me, expecis
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Warm sunshine, warm waoler and » wnrm smilc make s tamalizing 1cam a~ our
young Redentrher miss sends her well-wishes 1o the Redeateher men.

to find 15 lelters al once.”
It duln't lake long for Me-
Dowell 1o read all 35 of them

“I was surprised  and  de-
Iighted.” be sakdl when he was
finushed  *The kids really wok
the .aasmnment  serously  and

asked o lot of questions about
Yielnam, the war, and what I'm
daing ™

A few minutes later McDownll
slarted wriung thank you lettars
to each of the kids who wrote,
answering all their Questions.
*One hittle gurl wanted to know
it 1 was lonely,” he explained.
“She said she would keep an
eve outl for some cute guls and
box them up and send them o
me

“Onc of the Eoys asked a lot
of questrons aboul Yietnam, how
I ke 1t over here, and wanted
1o knaw ° what do you leed
our dog, or dees he have o
ump for his food?' ™

“l have a lot of work to do
answering all those letters,” Me-
Dowell added. “but each kid
Lhat wrote will get a letter from
me anth all his gquestions an-
swered

Report All

Aecidents

All trafic aceidents should be

reparted ammudiately o the
nearest M.utary Police jtation.
You arc protected because -
mediate  reporting  insu.es  the
facts will be gathered while
they are sull avalable

I serious njury, deatk  or

praperty damage resuls from a
trafic acerdent invalving  loeal
c.lrens. tne vehicie should not
oe maved untii a Milnary Palice
acadenL  invesugation 15 com-
pieted The Milizary Police muat
act ;0 cloae caard.nation with
ARVN M.litary Poliee andfor
Natwnal Poliee 1n constructing
3 combmicé report represenung
tne ftrue cvenly leadung up to
e actident Your cooperation
15 casenlial





