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"lIf.anrriiCfindll' s6llli>OO' ehtl;-' 
dren waiting in the chow line. In 
addition to the An Lac children, 
smoll waifs off tbe streets wan~ 
der in at meal time. and are 
never turned down. 

The role of Company C In as· 
sisting the orphanage is a vital 
one, according to Madame Ngal. 
"The boys help us in many 
ways. They provide rood sup. 
plies and manpower, and we are 
very gratefu1." 

Private First Class Charles 
Keller, Cleveland, Ohio, Is one of 
the men of Company C who Is 
actively helping the orphanage. 
"We get rood and clothes for the 

(Con".oed on Page 2) 

A'ITENTIONI 
(mporlaDI news! The Big 

Red ODe Assotlallon rarne 
h.s bee. e.panded III Ibal 
Ibere will DOW be a granlf 
tolal 01 51 win ..... ! That'. 
rlp_l lucky people wlil 
be wlnn .... In litis ..... Ong 
rarne. The grand pr/Ie wtD­
Der wtll r..,elve a brand n_ 1m MUstang delivered 
right 10 your door ID 
CONUS. The .e ..... d prll. 
winner will w.lk away with 
a Sekor Camera worth 
$126.00. Five people will be 
third prize wlnlU!1"S~ Each 
wtll become lite pt'ou.r 
OW11er of a Peter! Racer 
Camera worllt $31.58. There 
will be a Iotal 01 ten Ilfth 
prize winners each of whom 
wtn be given a porta"'e 
Panasollie Radio valued al 
$24.011 each. 'lVall! Thai'.· 
;'01 all. Twenly prize wln· 
ners will .... Ive Big Red 
One Watches! And walt ... 
there"s more to romc~ There 
will be lourleen sixth pt'lzes 
of $10.00 gift cerllfleate •. 51 
wlnneNl In alU This Is a 
deal you slmpJy cannot af .. 
ford to miss. Don't walt! 

The drawing ",III be held 
()II 15 luly Instead 01 4 luly 
as: orlgtaally announeed. 

me "ua:ulIntuun or Jnaepenaence:'- Tne-Dc8t1!YOf -tnts mslurlc'aocumcnt IS tnut 
aU men have certain fundamental rights. Among them are "Life, Liberty and 
Ihe pursuit of Happiness." , 

As our forefathers {ought for Uberty. so now we arc fighting in Vietnam for 
the same reason. Once tbe fighting was on the (!ommons and gt"ccns at 
LeXington and Concord. Now we are here In the rice paddies, the Jungle and 
Ihe rubber. Yel, the goal is the same-that the rights of the individual be 
recognized and preserved. . 

We' as a natton and as individuals have no design on any foreign land or 
anylhlng associated with sueh land. As Presidenl Nixon staled recently. "What 
we want Is very IIltle, but very fundamental. We' seek Ihe opportunity for the 
Soulh Vielnamese people 10 determine Ihelr own political future without outside 
Jnterfercnee." On this Independence Day. let us rededicate ourselves to insurjng 
this Inalienable right. 

And as long as God gives us the strength, may we always recognize and. 
if necessary, derend with force the dignity of man and the inalienable rjghts of 
Iree people to live in a free society. 

ORWIN C. TALBOTT 
Major General, USA 
Commanding 
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prnV1QC$ a tormmatne lnrCat to "\""narne' 'WU~'!1r',? __ " 

th,e dusters are used as convoy escorts, Covt'ring .... ' . .... 
HIghway 13 from Saigon to Quan 1.oi. clements 
or Battery A are alwayS' welcomed ali traveling 
companions. 

The dusler is prOVing 10 be a vital ally to Ihe 
Infantryman as well, Staff Sergeanl Thendorc 
Brasfield, a Seelion Chief from Athens, G ... fully 
agrees. "The dusters work hand In hand with the 
infantry," he said. "Not only lor transportation 
but for their firepower as wen." Speaking 01 th~ 
comparative value of tanks. Sergeant Dave 
Schmidt, Eau Claire, Wise .. added, "They don't 
match the dusters." 

Used on ambush patrols, the duster can scrve 
as a blocking force, and hopefully push VC Into 
the grasp of awaiting "legs." Were the VC to 
clude Ihe Infantry, Ihe dUsters could bring quick 
devastating, indirect fire upon the enemy. ' 
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(Conllnued on Page 2) 

Trackers Aid 
BRO Units 

By Sp5 lames lIolme. 
(Dlv 10) - Combal tracker 

teams are D valuable asset to 
Big Rod One Inlantry units. 
Their capacity to trail Ihe ....,. 
my, after contact has been 
made. assist the units In. earry_ 
ing out their rnJssJon. 

A tracker team consist.~ or five 
high!y trained men and a labr~ 
aaot tracker dog. The dog han¥ 
dler has Ihe so'e job of caTe. 
fully observing lor Ihe dog's 
alert during tracking operations. 
Orten, it is just the cocking of an 
ear, an unusual head movement. 
or jUlit hair raisin,q on tbe dog's 
back, 

NICE SHOOTING-B-S2. unl .... h ,h.lr ",hun d.," on North Vletname •• positions near the 
Big Red One's Fire Supp .. rt Ba •• G.la. Th. "BI .. clt Lions" of th. 101 Battalion, 28th Infantry 
~nJoyed Ihe sh .. w .. f .vppo~l. IPhota .Sy $p4 Christopher Porsons' 

Ttl!, vistlal tracker looks for 
any signs. of enemy presence. 
such as a broken branch. root~ 
prints Or any other signs which 
point out recent movement 
through an area. By Jooking at a 
sign the visual tracker can esti~ 
mate when som('onc passed 
through the area. 

(Conllnued on Page 7) .• 
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;he; h~lp"'C;mes-from the head~ 
quarters men, in the form of a 
Re>;dy Reaction Force. Within 
minutes of notification, alerted 
members of the force move into 
nearby, strategic fighting posi­
tions. 

Though not trained as in­
fantrymen, the men are "up­
tight" in Ibeir knowledge of 
guard procedure. "I've seen 
guards in Korea~ Germany ~ 
Vietnam - and the men here 
are truly excellent. On a sliding 

. scale of quality. from 0·100 per· 
cent, these men would fall be· 
tween 90 and 95 percent," said 
Major ,Weeks, 

Afler Iborough inspecUon of 
preparedness, Ibe detailed 
guards review the hailing and 

!~_Jto.Q,~, 

rYlnto 
)Unt. 

lvings Bonds 
)m Shares 

P .. •• ~~ ~.~..... ....n ...... "I ...... u ......... .. 

the heartland 01 the Big Red 
·One. 

Even were no enemy contact 
10 be made by these guards and 
Reaction Forc~s for the duration 
of Ibe Vietnam conmct, the per· 
formance of their job would be 
of substantial value as a deter~ 
rent. 

I Know Your 
By SP4 V.L. Spadatora Jr. 

(Div CIO) - The average 
American enters a voting booth 
feeling he is about to cast a bal~ 
lot 10 elect a president directly. 
Bul although the names of all 
presidential candidates appear 
on the ballot, the vote cast tech­
nically is not for the president 
but for the presidential eleclor. 

1.11"::1.1,1 Ln~ UVVUl U.luu.y lU ~uuwuer 

their own responsibilities, they 
have helped overeome the apa­
thy and indifference which fol­
lowed in the wake of 90 years of 
colonial dominaUon." 

The former commander in 
Vietnam continued. "No one 
who has known them - or who 
has seen them perform - could 

Government I 
The Electora] College was au­

thorized under the Constitution. 
Its members formally vote on 
the Monday after the second 
Wednesday in December of the 
election year, in accordance 
with a law enacted by Congress 
in 1934. Thus, the electors meet 
in their respective state capi~ 
tals, and in the District of Co­
lumbia to cast their ballots, 

Electors chosen in Ibe 50 which then are sent to the na-
states and Ibe District of Colum· Ilona! Capitol in Washington. 
bia are members or the Ele<:.. There the ballots are counted in 

__ tora] Colle-.lil:e_..:.Since eacM-t&~.~ th4L~~~t.~ __ ~.~~ 0*-:_ 

Irt~e'::;'~th:if]~~~·f~*C~ti1;ti-;; ";tip~at~~ -" 
and an additional three electors that if no candidate receives a 
are au~orized for the ,Dis!rict 01 majority of Ibe electoral vat .. , 
ColumbIa, memberShIp l!I Ibe the deciSion shall Iben be made 
Colle.ge totals 538. To bec<?me by Ibe House of Representa­
Presldent~ a candidate requIreS lives. In the event that this 
a majority - or 270 - of the should happen. each state and 
electors' votes. Ibe District of Columbia would 

It is possible for a candidate be aUotted one vote only. A rna· 
to win the Presidency without a jority of all the votes would be 
plurality of the popular vote. In necessary for a choice. A presj.· 
each state, all electoral votes go dentlal election has been de­
to the candidate receiving the cided by the House of Represen~ 
greatest number or popular votes talives on only two occasions -
in that state. It does not matter in 1800, when Thomas Jefferson 
whether he wins by a large or a was elec~d. and in 1824. when 
narrow margin. Thus. it a candi~ the House chose John Quincy 
date achieves victory in a few Adams. 
states by very broad margins -------
but loses in the remaining states 
by very slim margins, he can 
win the popular vote while I()()s~ 
ing the electoral vote - and the 
Presidency - to his rival. 

It Was A Gas 
By SP4 Stuart M. Riebel 

(Div 10) - "It was a present 
for us, in celebration of Bud· 
dha's birthday." At least that's 
the way it appeared to Captain 
Thomas G. Mendonca, com~ 
manding officer of Company B. 
2nd Battalion, 28th Infanlry, 

The 1st DiviSion unit, aboard 
craft of the Vietnamese Navy's 
River Assault Group (RAG) 
Number 28, was quietly cruising 
down the Saigon River~ south of 
the village of Ben Chua, when 
some sharp-eyed sailors spotted 
an odd rellection along the east 
ban k " Investigation proved 
worthwhile, as the men were 
soon busy hauling 30, five-gallon 
containers of gasoline onto the 
RAG boats. 

In capturing the fuel. Ibe com· 
bin e d Vietnamese~American 
forces have deprived many VC 
o f their overland mobility. 
"They will have to keep their 
dune buggies off the beach." 
chuckled Navy Lieutenant Ken~ 
neth Levin, senior American ad· 
visor to RAG 28, 

Passes Exam 

With Ease 
By SpS James Holmes 

(Div 10) - After several 
months or work one would ex· 
pect a man to relax on his R & 
R. but Captain Wayne Kekina, 
1 s t Administrative Company 
(Postal Section), spent his Ume 
laking tests. 

The Big Red One soldier left 
for his home in Honolulu on a 
regular R&R to not only see his 
wife and child, but also to take 
the strenuous five·day bar exam. 
. After studying in Di An during 
his free time he passed the tests 
and returned to his job at the 
Army Post Office. About a 
monlh later he returned to 
Hawaii on an administrative 
leave to be sworn in by the 
Hawaii Supreme Court and Ibe 
Federal District Court. 

Captain Kekina was graduated 
from Hastings Law School in 
San Francisco with a Juris Doc· 
torate Degree. Prior to attend­
ing law school he went to the 
University of San Francisco. 

--.-

Receive Gil 
By SpS lames Bolmi 

(Div IO)-The top stud 
the schools of Ibe Tan Uy 
trict. a rew miles north' . 
were awarded small V f 
graduation ceremonies'''; 

It is an old custom'. 
dents who excel in Ihi 
are rewarded for their 
tic achIevement in the 
school year. To follow tI 
Uon, the 2nd Brigade, • 
tlon, donated gifts to tl 
gers to be awarded to • 
standing young students 
end of Ibe term. 

The presents were give,' 
district cbief. who turn"", . 
over to headmasters of Ibe 
triet schools. The gifts w,,", 
wramled and passed out to thl>,. 
diuliimt grade levels. _. _ '\. 

Th. hiah adlQQ)...t .... 4t:mt----· 
a'warded siftLof bound VletuaDl­
ese-English dictionaries. Pupils 
in the senior primary grades 
were given books 01 Vietnamese 
rhymes and legends, and Ibe 
you n g est students received 
small kits. containing various 
school supplies, 

The gifts served both as a re­
ward and an incentive for next 
year's students who received a 
prize and also for Ibose who did 
not. 

Trackers ... 
(ContIDued From Page 1) 

Since the dog handler always 
has his eyes focused on the labr­
ador. a security man is needed 
to look for any danger which 
might aflect Ibe team. This cov­
er man remains at the dog hanz 
dler's side at all times. 

The team a1so consists of a 
team commander and radio op· 
erator. 

The use of tracker dogs in 
Vietnam is 'relatively recent. 
Originally. labradors were used 
by the British. The United States 
adopted the idea from them, and 
now has a tracker dog training 
'school at Ft. Gordon, Ga. 

The most essential part of Ibe 
training is breaking tbe labr­
ador's natural instinct to follow 
animal scent, and train him to 
adapt to the scent of a human. 

The primary mission of the 
combat tracker team is to re~es­
tablish contact arter an infantry 
unit has made an initial contact 
with the enemy. 

The 61st Infantry PIa too n 
(Comb.t Tracker). commanded 
by weutenant Daniel E. Har­
ring. Miami. Fla,~ is the only 
tracker unit in Vietnam that 
works for three major units. AI· 
though tbe platoon is assigned to 
the 1st Division. it also works in 
the areas of the 82nd Airborne 
and the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment. The platoon is com~ 
prised of foUl' five-man teams 
and five labradors, 


