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Contact

Nets 100 Enemy

(A routine three-day recon-
nausance-in-force  Dusnon  was

Never-Say-Die
Ambushers Are
Ambushed Twice

A reconnausance element irom
Ard Bn, Th Ind, wai recently
ambushed on succemsive mghu
while lying in ambush positions
4 miles [rom their batlalion fre
support base west of Saigon

According ty  “Coltonbaler”
Private First Class Domunic Malfi
from Brooklyn, NY, he and his
fellow ambushers were surprised
by several command delonated
booby 1raps while they them-
selves were wmtng for the en-
emy o appear Said Mulli “The
VC had taken Claymores, cut
them 1n hall, and bosby trapped
all the high spots in our area

We couldn't aveid gettung hit™
The Redcatchers took only light |

crualuie, :
When the enemy surprised
thetn the hrst roght, the sm- '

bush patrol ook immediste de-
fennive acnion but fated to make
fonlact

bren hit with cominand deto-
nated Claymores

The next rught, however,
Cottonbalers were ready
turtung to the ares of the pre-
viou fught's afiack, they set up
snother ambush and waited tar
the enemy 10 show himsell This
ume the Claymores wenl
further sway from the Redcatch-
era than they had the rught
before

“When we gol hit the second '

ume,” related Privete First Class
Dale Meu of Parkecshurg, W.
Va. “we killed the
had been selting off the booby
traps as he got up to run awey =

with the enemy am- -
bushers A sweep of the area in |
the morning revealed they had '

oft |

V¥C whao -

EXNAMNING purt of cacbe he discaveeed on river banks
is Private Firnt Cluss Wnde H.

Plyice,

Jr. iStury ol |

conbived cache huuls wilh Navy on Page 8. Phote by
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Combat Trackers In Manhunt Chase

A hrand new bunker with
camoullage only 10 munutes cid
and a traii hotter than a brand-
g tron recently led a comoat
tracker team from the T&th Inf
Del ass:gned 1o the 1¥Mh oa a
mauhunt it the “pineapple”
g.on west of Sawon

re~

lofartryme- from a comparw
af By 1lin Inf were cor-
dust.ng operat.ons south afl Dus
MHya recesntly  wnen they en-
countered I1wo VC In 2 ounker
Thev opened fre wounding one
of the ¢emy, bul bolh escapld
ard Pud dywn the dike A squad
tracked the rdeeng enemy 12
the er! of the dike by means
of a blood trail but last ot ar
wne water af 2 rice paddy

The company commander o« -
reguested 2 lracker team The
men a-d are tracker dug p:.s
a seout doc and his hund.er
[ram the 49n Scout Dog P,
were o lhem way and within
fmuniutes L e tracker dod toox up
the tra . wnere st had been laat

“We crossed the paddy w

another d.xe
our fracker,
vate Forat

and brought up
‘Rigger’” sad Pris
Class Grant Coates
ol Den., NY Rugger, took up
the 1rad with Coates as cover
man  Behind tnem cami  the
team  leader, Specualist
Lewis Evans from Chicags. the
scout dog and his handier arn |
Lhe 3 Cower fran

Tour

They conttnued down the dike
finding Aring and sleeping poni-
tons  The dike

they were on
had dense underbrusn o the
right and an open rwce paddy
o the left Saig Coates "We

w=ew thal the paddy was bouby
trapped  because we cauld see
where someone had left the dike

ard spent some Lme n  Lhe
padecy  There we.e also olher
markers Lke branches and

burches of grass tied wnats
The word was passed bick 13
the company thut tne palddy was
bauky trapped bBut that the dike
was clear
o~ one of the booby traps in the
paddy bounced into the air and

exploded, wounding aeveral of
tre nfantrymen and the 504!
dayg

“We o all hitoere dore
heard movement to
front  We thougnt the baoby
trap had been command de.
wnate? 50 we a0 opened fire, "

when we
cur rnight

sand E.ary Coates wgaez I was
the ¢nver mar 53 1 stsol up
teer Rugger and b Faidier

biszed away We saw someone
runming throudn tne urderbrush
and called {or a grenagrer wha
PUL Ave or fix raanas nty the
area” No more node was hward
alter the firing had stopped

The next morn.ng a replace- '

menl tracker team checked and
fourd one dead VC w.trin 5)
meters of the place where the
tracker teamr had opened fire
“We think we g3t muare than

Whie trey continued *

one.
they found.”
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but
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that's all the
sad Evans

bdies
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Yam (o Dong Hive -

. ey

unexp dly extended by 1wo

. deys when two companies from

3rd Bn, Tth [nf trepped an ex-
timated force of 100 eombined
NVA/VC soldiers § mules north
ol Tan An Jan 2T

Infanirymen from the bat-
wblon’s Bravo Co were prepanng
for aumobile extraction afwer »
three-day operaton along a
bend of the Vam Co Dong
River known as the Tot's
beak” when & captur NVaA
soldier gltered thewr plans.

the ¢nauing batiles, the
Redcatehers, supported by iwo
fith [nf Div companies, accounted
for &2 enemy kill

Staft writer PFC Bruce Bal-
mger was with Brave Co duning
the engagement Here 13 hus
repori )

The wcuon began when Bravo
infsntrymen surprued sn un-
armed NVA soldier while he was
washing his cooking utensls ih
the river The enemy soldier
revealed that a combined NVA'
VC f(orce of 100 would attempt
10 crosy the niver that day

Twa  houra later an  slered
bght fire team hehicopler mpotted
and engaged Lhree enemy. kil-
Ling two Bravo Co troops pwept
the area of contact, killng ane
more enemy carrying a radio

Elements of Alpha Co ol the
same battslion were guickly -
serted hy ar 600 meters south
of Bravo's posiiion, When the
second conungent of Alphs Co
was bemg Lnserted, the
catchers were nitacked by small
arma and machine gun fre irom
heawnily lorufied and concealed
bunke¢rs along a tree Lne Bravo
Ca wat o far away o give
immediate support, but the en-
emy had been effectively trapped
beiween the iwo sister com-
pantes

For the ncxt two hours before
nightfall, Alpha mainta ned
sporadic contact with the en-
Helicoprer gunship support
had been called 1n snd hut the
enemy posiliors  with  rockets
an muni-gun  fire Between
these  allacks,  supporting  ar-
tliery pounded the tree line
high  explosive 105 mm
rounds

Mreanwhile six  more com-
panes, including the two from
lhe 9=h Div, and one recon-
nawssance element had been in-
serted on the west ade of the
river, completing & large corden

T
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during low tude.

Bravo Co had also begun
moving toward the enemy-held
tree Lne from the oppomte mde
of Alpha's position, reachung the
aren just st sundown. Hesry
fAre suddenly erupted from the
tree lLne and Company Com-
mander Captain Eugene K New
pulled his company back w0 a
nearby dike and set up nyght

| defensive posuons.

Red- -

That  everung the ' enemy
probed the cordon peruneler
several umes, loolkung for
weaknesses Bravo Co's Specalist
Four Dennis Jessop from Bel-
Lngham, Wash, spotted several
enemy soldiers nol more than
20 meters from hu posiuon

“ was tallung tw the ma-
chine gunper when 1 hesrd
nowey out front” relaled Jemsop.

"We knew that some of our
guys ware out there checking
the axrea and [ thought maybe
11 waz them,” he ad.

Jessop talled to them. mshuing
1 they had found snything yet
When they kept walking, he
knew they weren't G "] threw
a fragmentation grenade at them
and grabbed an M-18 nifie, but
they disappeared,” Jossop sawd.
“1 know there were al lenat two
and 1 got one with the grenade,™
he wdded

In all, lour enemy were kulled
slong Brevo Co's Line that rught
and three more wert wounded
when they tried 0 aneak pamn
the CP group During the mght,
Sergeant Joae Munoz from Pho-

enix, Arg, Specalin  Four
Randy Grahmm [rom Holding-
ford, Munn., snd Privawm Furst
Class Edwsrd Bigelow from

Tecoma, Wash and Steven Phil-
lips from Baiumore, Md, wers

sent to check the ares within
the cordon They came back
with an AK-17 lighi machune
gun with a 30-round ammg
drum, a large pack contuung
several mortar  rounds.  soma
clothing and mssorted cooking
ulennls

The next morning arullery

sgun pounded the tree Line and
two awrstrikes were called 0.
Shortly after noon, Brava Ceo
formed up on lhne and began
sweeping toward the tree Line.
They reached it without receiv-
Ing any fire

Just then, an OH-6A (LOH)
helicopter fly:ng over the tree
Lne wat shat down by an en-
emy mach:ne gun Arng from
» concealed bunker After the
{ Conllnued os Page 7)

SOLDIENS from Charhe (o, S30h Bu, 120h Infl fousd this cache sloug the bonks
Consiaed in plastic bags were 56

AR-17 riles and 24 SRy e binen. (Photo by 5pl Jere llelaiers)



