Working in Delta
‘Cottonbalers’ Kill 75 Enemy Since June

Members of the 87tb Engineer Co constroct s bunker at FSB ““Libby™ in the
Brigade's new AO near Xuan Loc. (Pboto by SSG Thomas Sines)
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‘Old Guard
Finds VC
Base Camp

FSB BLACKHORSE —Dur-
ing a June X armobie search
and clear operation 5 mules
norihwest of here, Delta Co, 2nd
Bn, 3rd Ini, discovered a well
equipped Viet Cong encampment,
containtng muntons, foodstufls,
and assorted documents

"We had swept down a small
valley and were beginmung 10
cumb the skope of an adjacent
saddle,” related 2LT Hobert
Laton of Penns Grove, NJ,
leader of the company's poant
element. “AL the base of the hill
we came acrass discarded rice
and salt bags, which hinted
recenl enemy actvity.” Thus
alerted. the company began an
intensified sweep towards the
summit

Almost immediately, they were
mel by a heavy barrage of ene-
my small arms fire, both from
the ground and tree-top sniper
positions. Returming fire, the
Delia element held s ground
and alled 1n supporung arullery
When Lhe resisung fire ceased,
the "Old Guard" moved 10 the
hill where the enemy camp was
situated.

“We [ound expended grenade
rounds brand-new machine gun
ammo, nfle grenades, and car-
bine clips and ammo,” said PSG
Thomas Cooley {rom Laurel,
Miss "They (the occupying VC)
definitely had a tremendous
supply of mumtians”

In addition t> abundant per-
sonal gear, “Charlhe” was well-
stocked with canned soup and
beer A [uncuonable radio was

also lefu behund as the enemy -

fled
(Cont’d on Page 8)

NVA VC Journalists Halled
As Redcatchers Hit PIO Shop

By PFC Larry Woody, 2/3 10

FSB BLACKHORSE _The
enemy forces north of here will
be short of command information
for a while thanks to members
of Charlie Co, and Bn, 3rd Inf

The "Old Guard™ infantrymen
working a dense jungle area 7
muiles northwest of here recently
when they uncovered a flounsh-
ing NVA/VC base camp

Among the items thev captur-
ed was a prinling device assum-
ed to be used by the enemy w
produce Propaganda leafiets,
amphiets, and routne informa-
Lo bullenns

“Qur squad was walking pont,”
explamned PFC Russ Gald, of
Riehland Center, Wis., "when
suddely we came across a fresh,
well traveled traul.”

The squad followed the 1rial
for a shorl ume, "and then, up
ahead, we heard Vietnamese
chatter,” Gald said

“We set up a hasty ambush,

and almest urunediately, three
enemny appeared, armed and
dressed n black pajamas and
jungle hats ™

The resultng firefught appat-
ently alerted the enemy mm a
nearby base

camp, and they

sipped away before the "Qid
Guardsmen” arrived there.
In their hast. however, the

enemy left behind several pieces
of equipment

“They normally wouldn't de-
sert somethung as important and
hard to come by a printing ma-
chine,” explained 2LT Wilham
Lattle, of Mountamnside, N.J.. who
directed the search of the camp.
“We must have really surprised
them "

The silk-screen printing device
works on the same principle as
a mumeograph machine. Tubes of
printer,s ink, swabs, and gheaves

of blank paper were found neai-
by.

Many leaflets printed on the
machine were also found 1n the
camp

(Cont’d on Page 8)

Combat Trackers
Assist Brigade

See Pages 4, 5.

By PFC Joho Smith, 3/7 10

FSB MADELEINE—When the Brigade packed up
in mid-June and moved to the jungles northeast of
Saigon, leaving the wet and muddy paddies and fields
south and west of Saigon, the 3rd Bn, Tth Inf stayed
behind to continue operations south of the capital
city. Since early June the “Cottonbalers” have been
operating out of this fire support base on the northern
fringes of the Delta region near Can Giuoc 8 miles

south of Saigon.

While working hand in hand with 9th Inf Div gun-
ships, the Redcatcher infantrymen had killed over
75 enemy soldiers and detained 30 enemy suspects

as of July 10.

According w Battalion Com-
mander, LTC Robert J. Cottey
from Churchwille, Md., “By maov-
ing to thuis area we have been
able te sustain more contact
with the enemy than in the
pineapple’ regon. Alsp 1t has
given us the opporturity to use
our potenial to the fullest”

Since the last Redcatcher’ re-
poct. which covered “Cottonbal-
er'" acuvites through June 185,
the batwalion has killed 33 enemy
soldiers and dewsined 24 enemy
suspects, with the help of sup-
porung gunstups. In  addiion.
two former Viet Cong rallied to
the GVN under the “Chieu Hot”
(Open Arms) Program,

Action from June 16-22 was
hght and confined mamnly 1w
bunker busung and booby trap
blowing. But the pace began
picking up during nighlt ambush
operations June 22,

“That mght began likke any
other rught ambush,” remarked
one GT from the first platoon of
Alpha Co. “but 11 soon changed
mto a very wel cold night with
nexi to no visabality. It was sort
of eene.”

Susplcious Movement

Shorlly after moving into thewr
night defensive posticons, the
"Cotionbalers” noticed suspicious
movement! through the haze ta
their [ront. Wailing wunul the
movement got claser, they open-
ed up with machine guns and
smail arms fire. The next morn-
ing one dead Viet Cong and an
AK-47 rifie with three magatine
were found

Two days iater, Alpha Co again
saw action during aitmobile ape-
ratlons 1n & heavy nipa palm
area 21 mules southwest of Sai-
gon The infantrymen killed six
enemy soldiers when they at-
tempted o flee after being spot-
ted hiding n the mpa paim.
In addiwon to the s1x enemy
killed, one Viet Cong rallied to
the GVN under the "Chieu Ho:"
Program. Two AK-47 rifles were
alsp recovered

That some rught, while mov-
ing toward their ambush sue 2
nules west of FSB “Madeleine.”
Charlie Co came under heavy
automatic weapons fire from the
enemy. The “Cottonablers™ m-
mediately returned fire on a nipa
palm line. A sweep at first hght
revealed two enemy dead and
blood trails leading from the
enemy ambush sile.

Five Enemy Engaged

One Viet Cong was kitled June
26 after Delta Co troops engaged
five enemy soldiers during a
recon-in-lorce operation 3 mules
wesl of FSB "Madeleine "

The first and second platoons
moved out on line through the
rnipa palm iine on either mde of
a large canal

PFC James R. Titus, of Bal-
tumore, Md., an M-60 machine
gunner with the second platoon
notL movement on the other
bank and just in [ront of where
the first platoon's pownt element
shﬁbluld have been.

geve a yell to find out
where the pomnt man was"
Titus smd “He hollered back.

and then the VC started runnung.
“1 go1 a clear view of um and
opened up with my M-60"

SGT Blane, Tituy' squad lead-
er, said, "The VC dropped mn
his tracks, just as i he hed run
inte & brick wall. Titus was
really sharpshooling that even-
ing."”

Alrmohile Neis Three

An armobile operation June
28 invelving elements of Charlie
and Echo Cos 15 mules south-
west of Saigon retted three
enemy dead and one AK-47
rifle recovered.

“We had just unloaded from
the choppers and started tpward
the nipa palm line when we saw
the enemy moving deeper muw
the nipa,” said Echo Co platoon
ieader 1LT Michael Murphy of
Montgomery, Ala "By using
small arms and M-T9 fire, we
were able to kill them.”

Meanwhije. only a short dis-
tance away, Charlie Co was find-
ing and destroying 16 bunkers
wn a very dense and heawily
booby trapped rupa palm area

Five Viet Cong were killed by
Alpha Co “Colwnbalers™ during
a July | mght ambush mussion
11 mules south of Saigon.

The company moved out early
in the everung and set’ up three
ambushes.

“There had been contact in
this same area several nughts
before,” ezplained PFC James
Graham of Gatesville, Texas
"My platoon se1 up behund a
dike 50 we had a good view of
the area and the canal leading
out of 1t”

PFC Anthony Morese of Sha-
con, Conn, was the closest Gi
to the area. His M-60 machine
gun was set up in a growth of
heavy nipa palm

“it was late when [ happened
to spot four Viet Cong walking
m the canal” Morese saxd “By
the bme ! saw them, all 1 could
do was open up 1 didn't even
have time to lec anyone know
that they were there ™

in the morming, ARVN troops
searching the area found three
bodies in the canal where Morese
had seen the Viet Cong.

Good Night's %ork

In another part of the area,
PFC Monty L. Brant of Anbury,
Texas, was sleeping when his
pl=toon came 1n contact with the
enemy

One man spoued a Viet Cong
walking along the bank of a
canal, and seconds later, the
whole squad opened up on hun.

“I grabbed my M-16, but the
firing had stepped before | could
get inte action” Brant sad "It
looked as as though he had been
hit and had fallen into the canal.

“l volunieered to search along
the bank and try to find hum
T must have gone about a hund-
red meters when he jumped up
out of the watr night 1n from1 of
me ] was scared. but [ got hum
with my first ghots "

Brant found an almost new
K-54 putol on the enemy sol-
dier's body

Later that rught an element
ol the 3rd squad spotted and
killed ansther enemy goldier
with small arms, bangng the
“Cottonbalers” 1owal t3 five for
the rught,

“It was good nught's
saild Graham.

(Cont’d on Page 8)

work."”
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Lusk Takes Top Slot
As CSM Valent Departs

-CAMP FRENZELL-JONES
—hAround Brigade installauon
and fire support bases these days
Redcatchers are seeing a new
face holding down the 199th's
top enhsted slot.

He 15 Command Sergeant Ma-
jor Dorms W. Lusk of Colum-
bus, Ga. and he joined the Bn-
gade July 15

Lusk came to the 13th from
the Uruted States Army Forces

CSM Lusk

Southern Command (USARSO)
where he served in the Canal
Zone as command sergeant ma-
jor of the 4th Bn, 1nh Inf,

During a portion of his three
year tour in USARO, Lusk serv-
ed under Colonel Howard M.
Huipley, who 15 presenily Brigade
Depuly Commanding Officer

When he first entered the
Army 1n 1949, Lusk had one
thing in commeon with many low
ranking enbsied men of today—
he didn't plan to stay in long

"I didn’t intend 10 make the
Armmy a career when [ jouned
back 10 49" he said in a recent
interview, “bul as it turned out
1 did. ano so far It's been pret-
¥y good 1> me”

In the early 1950's, white serv-
ing with the 2nd Inf Dhv n

Korea, Lusk was awarded the
Silver Star and Bronze Star
Medals as weli as the Army

Commendation Medal with two
oak leal clusters.

Aflter a year 1n the States, he
was senl to Germany where he
served [or three years.

In September 1961, shorily
after he relurned from ks se-
cond tour i Korea. Lusk was
promoted ta first sergeant.

He then spent several years
with the Ist Bn, 20th Inf at F1
Benmung, before reassignment to
the 4th Bn, lth Inf at Ft Dawis,
Canal Zone.

On May 3, 1963, while servmg
in Panama, was promoted
to command sergeant major.

Following hus tour in Vietnam,
CSM Lusk hopes to return to
Fi. Benrung near Columbus, Ga.,
where be would like to seutle
“after spending abou! three more
vears in the Army.”

From what he has seen so
far, Lusk thunks the 199th laght
Infantry Brigade 15 a “fine out-
fit" that has been domng a “fine
j0b” 1n Vietnam

Drawing on his 20 years' ex-
pertence in  the military, the
Brigade’s new command sergeant
major recently compared today’s
soldier with the one he saw in
1949.

“The modern fighting man has
tw be and 15 a smarter individu-
al.” he said. “He also musi think
faster and react quicker.”

“In today's war, modern, com-
plex equpment makes it neces-
sary that the Army tran 1Ls men
to think and react more quickly
and more ececuvely”

Outgoing Brigade Command
Sergeant Mayor Othan ©O. Valent
of Anaconda. Moni, has been
rezssigned to the post of com-
mand sergeart mapor of USA-
RSO, the same command from
whieh his successor in the Bri-
gade has just come.

Although he has been in the
Army for over 28 years, Valent
has no plans o retire

“I'm sull young,” he explan-
ed shortly belore leaving Viet-
nam, “and the Army can stili
use me f I have a few more
years left”

Cash Bonuses
Available to
Vietnam Vets

Traditonaily some States have
pad bonuses to resdents for
waruime rmbtary service

Seven States currently offer a
cash bonus for service in Viet-
nam. The States are Connecti-
cut, Detaware, Illinois, Lowsana,
Massachusettes, Pennsylvanua,
and South Dakota.

In all cases, deterrmunation of
ehgibility rests with State au-
thorttu To be eligible for a
ed Forees and wetd-
rans musi meet both service and
residence requirerments Bona fide
remdence within the State is
generally necessary w qualify
for a banus. Temporary absence
outside the State for  health
reasons, while attending seheol,
or while engaged 1n a unde or
oecupablon  does ot bar  an
otherwise eligible person, but
wemporary residence 1n the State
for such reasons does not egtab-
lsh true residency.

Even though there may be
some doubt of hgbihety, applis
¢ation should be made so that
the responuble State authorities
can judge each ¢lamn.

Appheations for a Vietnam
bonus from one of the seven
States listed above. should not
be submutted unul you complete
your currenl tour In all States,
except Tllinois where the cur-
rent deadline 15 July 1, 1970,
you have at least one year after
the end of hostilites in whilch
to apply for your bonus

All State bonuses are wholly
exempl from Frederal and Hate
taxes Therefore bonuses need
not be reporied on tax returns

Many states that do not tradi-
tonellv  authorize cash bonuses
for veterans of periods of armed
conflict do, however. offer other
benifits. sueh as propery t1ax
advantages, special farm ef home
loans. and job preferences. If
you are interested in whai may
be avallable from vour home
State, write o the veiwerans af-
fars effice at you Seate Capital

When an entitled person does
not or cannot humself callect the
bonus. the bonus to which he
was entitled, or a larger sum,
can be paid afler his death two
an eligible survivor or survivors

The nexlL issue of Redcatcher!
will give detals of the pro-
grames in each of the seven
States offening the bonuses

L4

‘*Honest, Top. It was an accident, realls.., .,

A

35mm Viewing

By SP4 Robert Collins

During the early 18205 the
frst 35rmm still camera was sué-
cessfully marketed This marked
the beginning of one of the most
popular film formats in pholo-
graphy.

Today, there are rore differ-
ent Lypes and maodels of 35mm
cameras than any other Rlm size,
a fact all too obvious to the
person  looking for something
more than an imstamatic at the
camera counter 1n the PX.

Whereas, at one ume an m-
dividual farmiliar with the oper-
aton of one camera could be
reasonably sure how angther’
worked, today each manufacturer
has own pecubar way of
accomplishing the zarne end.

Consequently, confusion re-
sults. Even though it 15 still
necesaary to read the instruc-
uon booklet to understand fully
the features of a particular mod-
el, however, there are certan
design defferences thet can be
broadly discussed to give the
potential buyer a better idea of
the type camera he wants

Omne of the pnmary disunc-
uonz among ASmm cameras 15
the methoads of viewing and fo-
cusing. Most 35mm cameras fall
nto  two types: either single
lens reflex (SLR) or coupled
rangefinder (CRF) focusing.

Cameras using SLR or
through-the-lens [ocusing  are
more expersive than rangefind-
ers, and aliow the use of inter-
changeabie lenses. Viewing and
locusing 1s accomphshed by
means of a screen on which the
image s iransposed via a murror
located between the lens and the
film The result s an accurate
portrayal of what the Alm wall
record This sophisticated me-
chanism also ailows for such re-
finements as through- the-lens
light meters and the use of ex-
treme 1elephoto lenses.

Because of the complicated
mecharusm. the buyer seldams
finds a well built SLR for under
$30 n the PX The more ex-
pensive models in the SLR line
are frequently used by profes-
sionals  and  amateurs whose
photographic skills have develop-
ed to the point that they are
able to utilize therr vast capa-
bihes

Most of the coupled range-
finders, on the other hand, are
mnexpensive cameras that re
spond well 10 varied and tough
situations  Most  CRF's  focus
through a wviewer on the top
by way of a split image in the
center of the viewfinder. When
the lwo images come together,
the lens s in focus

These¢ cameras usually have a
non-interchangeabie lens with a
leal type shutter bwilt in They
have certain sdvaniages over the
SLR. however The bright frame
viewfinder, for example, 15 easier
10 see through i low light level
situauons, the leal shutler allows
the photographer w use Hash at
any speed junhke the focal plane
shutirs 1n most SLR's), and the
fewer number of moving parts
make for a smaller camera that
15 less prone to break down with
abuse

Since there 1s no rmurrer mov-
ing out of the way dunng ex-
posure, the subject being photo-
grapned can be viewed at the
instart the photo 15 taken Thus
also lets the CFR camera operate
much more guetly.

some rmanufasturers
make auxiliary lenses thal screw
intg the filter threads on the
Iroat of the lens creating a wide
angle or elephoto efféct, the lack
of lens interchangeability 15 a
primary factor m  dicading
whetharoir not this camera swts
your needs.

A geod rangefinder can be
purchased in the PX for under
$50. This pnee will include a
budt-in lyght meter and provi-
swons  for eulomallc  expasure

(electric eye).

Brigade Has
New Judge

CPT Hokinson

CAMP FRENZELL-
JONES—CPT Thomas C Ho-

kinsan of Moime, [ll, became
the new Brigade Stafl Judge
Advocale (SJA) last month as

CPT Francis P Dicello, former
SJA. rotated after a .i1welve
month tour in Vietnam.

CPT Hokinson comes to the
19hh [rom the Staff Judge Ad-
vocate office of the 4th Inf Dhv
where he spent six months.

Before coming o Vietnam.
Holunson was assigned to the
Staffl Jadge Advocate office at the
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in
Maryland

CPT Hokinson received a
Bachelor of Science degree from
Purdue Uruversity i June 1363,
and at that ume he was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant 1n
the Army Cherucat Corps

He transferred to the Judge
Advocate General’s Corps 1n
September 1966, after receiving

a law degree from the Univer-
sy of Calarma at Los Angeles

CPT Ducello has been reassign-
ed to the Staff Judge Advocale
office a1 Fort Myer. Va
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TRy
: Awards and Decorations

Bronge Star Medal (Yalor)

558GJames L. Towns-E, 2/3, (lst OLC). While he was leading a
reconnaussance element west of Binh Chanh May 1, Towns gpotted ap-
proximately 30 heavily armed enemy soldiers. In leading his men
aganst the enemy, Towns exposed himsell to hostile fire and averted
mjury W his men while elirunating on of the enemy.

PFC Dale R. Metz-3/7. Whle participating in a rescue operation
Jan. 2T, Metz, a combal medic, crossed an open area under intense
hosule fire in order W admumster first aid W wounded comrades.
Afterwards, he moved through an enure company treating the
v;ounded andw as credited with assisting in the medical evacuation
of 17 men.

Bronge Star Medal (¥alor) (Poathumous)

PFC David E Xenny—4/12 When his platoon e¢ame under intense
Claymore, rocket, and aulomauc weapons fire from an unknown smize
enemy force May 27, Kenny, a radio-telephone operawr, moved
through withering fire 1n an effort 1o establish communweations with
the point element Although injured seriously, he maimntaned radio
contact and assisted m the evacuation of wounded men unul he suc-

Army Commendalion Medal (valor)

SP4 Donald L. Patton and PFC Jeryl C McKinney-E, 2;). While
conducung a reconnaussance operation west of Binh Chanh May 1,
Patlon’s and McKinney's unut spotted approsamately 30 heavily armed
enemy soldiers [n contact that followed, each man elumunated one
of the enemy thus avertng mnjury to themselves and their comrades.

SP4 Willke Cottingham-A, 4,12 When 11 came under intense hostile
fire from an unknown mize enemy force May 4, Cotungham's squad
dropped some ammunibon between their position and the enemy line.
Cotungham crawled beneath withering enemy fire o retrieve the
badly needed ammumtion with which the squad was eventually able
to repel the enemy arttack.

SP4 Michael E. Toliver-4 12 While moving through a village the
mght of March 30, Toliver's urut came under intense hosule small
arms fire fram an unknown size ememy force which left a Hoo Chanh
seriousiy wounded. Toliver directed heavy fire on the enemy's loca-
tion while moving through the fire to a nearby positton and escorted
a medic to the wounded man

Air Medal (¥alor)

Wo David M Woodrow-HHC, 18hh, (1st OLC-. While conducung
a last hght vsual reconnaissance along the Ben Lue River, Woodrow
lowered his craft w ohserve a partally camouflaged sampan. A
command detonated Claymore mure signaled an enémy ambush, and
inspite of the severe damage to his crah, Woodrow maneuvered il
out of danger and in relurming 11 w forward headquarters, saved
the Lves ot three soldiers

Brothers United as Redcatchers

CAMP FRENZELL-

JONES_CPT Theodore Dor-
man from Columbus, Ind., 1

Office.
In the meantime, the younger
Dorman completed AIT and vol-

10000 miles away from home,
but if he gets homesick, he's
just #) feet from his kad brother

CPT Dorman. asssstan! Brigade
supply officer, was jomned here
recently by his younger brother,
SP4 Michael Dorman who came
to the 19%th from the lsi Inf
Div June 10

Speciabst Dorman, a stock
control  and accounting clerk,
was ajugned to the Brigade’s

Tth Spt Bn, and by coincidence,
was further asuigned w the Bri-
gade Supply Office

He now works at a desk just
40 feet from s brother's office.

Understandably, having two
brothers. one an officer and one
an enhsted man, working so
close together causes some un-
usual problems.

Dorman. for example, 15
resporsible for dispensing de-
talls to the enlisted men m the
office, Including his  younger
brother.

“He's very far,” the younger
brother admutted. “He tireats me
just ke anyone else”

CPT Dorman at the zsame tume
expects to have no real problem
disciplinung hus brother i it be-
comes necessary “After all” he
explained, “I'm sull bigger than
he 1.

This s not the first ume the
two brothers’ paths have
in the mulitary. White the young-
er Dorman was in base traun-
g at F1 Bragg, his older
brother was assigned 1o the 15th
Molitary Inteligence Bn at the
same post.

Then, six months ago, CPT
Dorman Tecewved orders sending
hum over here. He spenl the
first half of his tour with the
nd Bn. 3rd Inf, before bewng
wransfered to the Brigade Supply

unleered for duty in Vietnam.
*1 hadn't asked to be sent to

my brother's wunmit because I

theught he was in the field,” he

explained.
“Then after 1 had been with
the 1st Division for several

months, I found out my brother
was working in supply, s0 I put
in a requesi for transfer 1w the
199th Brigade ™

“l never dreamed we would
end up working in the same
office ”

who

15G Lloyd Parton,
helped design Charlie Col’s
**Pointman Plaque.”’(Photo

hy SP4 Thomas

Reilly,
3/7 10)

Company
Honors
Pointmen

FsB MADELEINE_The
maost nerve-racking, if nol one
of the most dangerous, jobs an
infantryman ean have ;m Viet-
nam :x walking point

The constant pressure of hav-
ng to pick the best route over
difficull terremn, plus the threal
of booby traps or enemy contact,
made “point” something no ordi-
nary soldier should handle.

Charlie Co, 3rd Bn, Tth Inf
working out of thuis Delia fre
support base 8 rules south of
Saigon. decided that no such
work, and no such soldier.
should escape due apprecialion.

A recent meeting of the ¢om-
pany's Non-Comrmussioned Offi-
cers led 1o the idea [or a special
“"Pointman Plaque.” After secur-
ing the company commander’s
approval the group got together
again w0 put the 1dea into form

The criteria for recipients
were 3¢t alt 90 days service as
a pointman or being wounded
while walking point. “The design
was a company effort,” as far a
1SG Lloyd Parton from Marine,
Call. was conterned.

A red arrow plerces a yellow
circle embossed with the “Cot-
tonbaler” emblem in white and
biue The whole design rests on
a black shield with a gold de-
dicauon plate at the bottom.
Around the “Cottonbaler” em-
blem appears Charlie Co's motto
{for poinimen everywhere.
“Pointman Guts”

BRIGADE
MANDING
Richerd M. Ripley, receives the

DEPUTY COM-
OFFICER, Colonel

Joint Service Commendation
Medal irom Commandiog Gaer-
al Warren K, Beanctt June 2B,

COL Ripley. a native of Be-
Imont, Mich,, took over aa DCO

in May. lo addition to the Joiot
Service Commendstion Medal,
COL Ripley bhas receved the
Silver S Legion of Merit,
Bronze Siar, Master Parachuie
Badge, Army Commendation
Medal, Air Medal, and Combat
lnfentryman's Badge (2nd
Award).

In the Field

June 16:

A tip from a Hol Chanh pald
off for **Cottonbalers’ of Deila
Co, 3rd Bm, T1h Inf loday.
While working with 9th inf
Div e¢lements near FSB “Made-
leine,” Delta Co and supporting
gunships killed 14 enemy sol-
dlers in separate incldents, and
detalned six sapecis.

The Hoi Chanh, a former V(C
medic, bad rallied the previous
night. Aemed with information
on cncemy personnel and equip-
ment coneentrations supplied
hy the former medic, the Delta
Co infanirymen had killed 14
¥iel Cong a1 day's end.

June 17:

The bodies of two NVA soldiers
killed earhier by 9th Inf v gun-
ships were found today by ele-
ments of Charbe Co, 3rd Bn. 7th
Inf while operating in an ares 15
miles southwest of Saigon
June 20:

“Warriors” of Charlie Co, 41h
Bn, 12th Inf dxscovered what was
helleved w be an old enemy
bivouac area. Found in the area
were {our cooking huts, drymng
racks. and picnic tables The in-
fantrymen desiroyed 12 bunkers,
many with finng ports, n the
same area

Blowing

June 22:

Twomiles weat of FSB "Made-
leine,” ‘**Cotltonbalers’” from
Alpha Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Inf kil-
led onc Viel Cong and captured
once AK-47 riflc with 1hree
ioaded magaaines during might
ambush operaticos.

June 24:

Six Vier Cong were killed
today by infantrymeo from Al-
pha Co, 3¢d Bn, 7Tth Tnf during
sirmohle operatlona 21 en
swouihwest of Salgon. Durin
the operation, ap additional
Vier Cong eallied to the GVN
undee the *Chieu Hoi” Pro
gram. Twn AK-47 rifies were
also recovered.

Flsewhere, 1n an area 12
northeast of Xuan Loc, a
porung hunter-killer team from
“Charliechorse,” 3rd Sgdn, 17th
Air Cav, while doing an aenal
visual reconnamssance, spotted
one NVA body covered with
brush The enemy was later
credited as having been “killed
by air."

Later 1n  the day, another
“Charlichorse” light fire team
sighted and engaged seven ene-
my. killng two

In cther acuon, "Oid Guard”
infantrymen from Delta Co, 2nd
Bn, 3rd Inf destroyed four enemy
bunkers, found six ) mm mor-
tar rounds, and quanuties of
ammurution and equipment

miles
sup-

June 25;

The Brigade's Delia Trp,
I7th Cay located & sizeable
cache containing thirty-nine

82mm moriar rounds. B cams
of B2mm mortar fuses, 24
charges, and a can of primers.
The eache was hidden in hol-
lowed tree stiumps and covered

Bricade Summary |
gacde Summay |

3

with coemy ponchos.
here, an air strike direct-
ed by a 199th Forward Awr
Controller resulted in two enemy
killed and 10 bunkers destroyed
In other action, “Warmors™ of
dth Bn, 12th Inf found a cache
of three 100 lb. bags of rice
Later they found a posuble
enemy hospital site consiwting of
about 25 bunkers

June 26:

During recon-in-force opera.
tions southwent of Saigon, “Cot-
tonbalers’ from Delia Co, Jed
Ba, 7th Inf killed ome Yiet
Coug and desiroyed four enemy
bunkers,

That night, dunng ambush
operations, the company also dis-
covered two old. rusty 7.92mm
German-made weapons.

In an area approumatety 6
mules southeast of XHuan Loc,
Alpha Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf Tocated
an enemy hase camp eontaming
18 bunkers of various sizes A
httle to the west Lhey found
another 3¢ to #0 more bunkers
and four enemy bodies.

June 27;

*“Old Guard" infantrymen of
Charlie Co. 2ud Bn, 3rd Inf
kllled two enemy and caplured
on AK-47 rifke when they re-

4 bonker,

ceived groupd Gre from fowr
cmemy soldiers. The infaniry.
men were lovestigaliog ao area
from whieh they had heard sus-
pleiows voiees.

Elsewhere, Bravo Co. 5th Bn,
12th Inf found a Sovier 762mm
hght machine gun, three potato
masher grenades, and one B-4l
rocket.

June 28:

Three Yiet Cong were killed
by eclemenia of Charlie and
Echo Cos, 3rd Bn, 7th 1nf dur-
Ing alrmobile operatlona 15
milea soules sogthwest  nf
Saigon. Sixleeo bunkers and
33 booby treps were destroyed
and nne AK-47 rifie was eap-
tured.

Working 1n the same area as
Lhe previgus day's contact. Char-
he Co, 2nd Bn. 3rd Inf located
a small base camp containung
seven enemy bunkers The bodies
of three enemy soldiers killed
the previous day and three AK.
47 rifles were also [(ound

In other action, Afpha Co, 4th
Bn, 12th In{ found the largest
cathe discovered :;n the are o
date they inspected a hui and
captured forty-rune 100 lb. bags
of rice, thirty 10 b bags of salt
and iwenty-three 100 1b  bags
of flour
June 29.

“0lé Guard” infantrymen from
Charlie Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf to-
day discovered an NVA prinung
device, 55 lbs. of rice, and 100
lbs of eclothing when they
located an epemy bunker and
two cooking huts in an area 7
miles northwest of FSB “Black-
horse” during  recon-in-force
operauon.

(Cont'd on Page 8)



Comb

The techniques of warfare be-
come more sophisticated each
year

In Yieinam today, we can smell
the enemy with “people smiffing”
helicopters, we can watch hum
at nighlt with starlight scopes.
and with modern radar we can
hear him walking.

We can bomb his huding places
[rom Y0000 feet 1n the ar or
we can shell them from a fire
support base 25 rules awa

Rescarch Brings lmprovements

Research provides us with a
steady flow of weapon innova-
uons as well as complex enemv
detechuign devices. and 1n this
context, the 33 combat tracker
teams operating throughoul Vier-
nam may seem 1o be somewhat
ouldated

Two of these leams make up
the 76th Inf Det which s atrac:r-
ed 1o the 199th Infantry Brigade
nartheast of Saigon.

Uubiming a visual tracker who
funewons as a “modern day
Damel Baone” as he looks for
{ootprints and broken Lwigs. and
a Labradar retriever that ca-
ofien detect and follow the scent
of the enemy, a five-man track-
er team can trace “Cnarlies’
mavements through canals 14.-
lages. dernse jungles. or a.most
any type of lerrain

When an evemy tra.. is pick-
ed up the team moves anead of

', LI A S P,

ETET

Led by a Labrador retriever named “Rigger,” a BOG HANDLER PFC Allen Wright, of Mare-

1 Story and Photor
combatl tracker team from the 76th Inf Det moves live, Mo., and ‘“Rigger” lead other member« :
into a elearing. of the tracker team on a short **hump.”

Combat Art by

4 Y i ] L . S R -
1, } ' e ' \ . B \ | SN ,ﬁt ! .
 ROLMD /7 BN . ITRRLY A AT I TR N " -
: ' ik T). Vil COVERMAN Cront T. Coates, (lefl). o

Lebrador retrievers like ** igger,” trained to track in Vielnam, ¢an follow trails tbrough jun- ment and booby traps in front of 1
gles, villages. swamps, and even canals. Verhelle of Fenion. Mieb., are most



it Tracker Trail ‘Charlie’ for 199th

2 Redcatcher unil 1o quickly
track dewn the suspected enemy
If VC or NVA are found. the
supporting unit 15 mformed and
moves up o make the contact
When “Charlie” breaks contact,
the tracker teams moves out and
agaln tries to lacte

Although the Army has set up
a tramming center for combat
trackers at F1. Gordon, Ga, a
majority of the 76th Inl Det
trackers have been trained at
Camp Frenzell-Jones

Replacements comung into the
Brigade are screened by the de-
tachment, and a select few are
gmiven the oppartunity to become
tracicers.

They are trained in specialized
training areas at or near BMB
by the team members themaelves
They learn to recognuize and fol-
Jow trails and to work with a
Labrador retriever in the ficld

Each new member of a team
slarts as a radio-telephone op-
erator and 15 tramned to be a
visual tracker or coverman.

As mught be expected, those
with hunung expenence turn out
to be the best itrackers

Adjuatl 10 Jungle

The Redcatcher combat track-
ers have contnbuted significantly
to Brigade aperalions since the
199th moved to Long Xhanh
Province, aithough, lLike almost
everyone else, the Lrackers have
had ta adjust 10 jungle terrain

Triple cancpy makes air mo-

bile nsertion difficult or 1mpos-
sible, and as a result. the
trackers have found themselves
traveling with infantry com-
panies “just in case” a trail turns
up.
At the same tume, thick jungle
foliage and less water make
trails more apparent and easier
o lollow., The visual tracier,
more often than the dog, follows
a Jungle trais.

On their first rmussion in the
area surrounding FSB "Black-
horse”, a team of the 76th Inf
Del, working with Alpha Co,
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf uncoversd a
trai] that led to an enemy base
camp cons:isung of 18 bunkers
of various sizes

Cache Uncovered

In early July, Charlie and
Delta Cos, and Bn. 3rd Ind, with
help from the same team, un-
covered a cache near another

base camp. Included n the cache
were rockews, RPG reunds, nifle
and hand grensdes. 40 pounds
of explosives. and a compiete
BZmm mortar

Little Fancy Equipwent

Combat tracker teams employ
iatde fancy equipment and no
experumental  weapons.  Their
method of tracking 3 not much
different from that used by early
Amenean woodsmen, and, next
to some of the other lools of
warfare in Vietnam today, a
dog and a sharp eye may look
a litle out of date.

Bul it's hard to put down
results.

by SFC Fred Egeler

P4 John Buchanan

Delhi, N.Y.. whe walches for enemy move-
¢ team, and visual tracker, 5P4 Thomas ).
mporiant in jungle areas.

Although dense foliage i an obvious problem, water [ike this is not prevalent in the jungle.
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New Jungle AO poses Different

By ILT Larry D. Muse

N3 a foct of lhife mow. The
Brigade v facmg o wew enemy
under mew conditions. Thus s
the ulomate test of on mfantry
line unit- Combat on unfamiliar
terrain agamst a hardened, pro-
fesstonal enemy.

How well the leaders and men
of the Brgede asess the dif-
ferences between the old area of
operation {AD) and the new AD
and how they act om that as-
searment  will  determme  how
ruccessful the Brigude w m
meeting itr rest

To get the mew of the men
who must carry oul the day-to-
day war, Redeaotcher! intermewed
LTC John A. Mess of Muwaukee,
bauzalton commander of the Znd
Bn. Jrd inf. ILT Steve Durbin
of Los Angeles, a former plapom
leader and now wnth Brgade 5-3
{Operations). SGT Gerald Mur-
phy of Cold Spnngs, Mwinn., a
sguad leader i Brave Co, 2nd
Bn, 3rd [wf. and PFC Dawmel
CGuznniech: of Courtland, N.Y |, o
rifieman alse tn Brava Co The
followmg  arnicle  contarma  the
highhghts of thewr obrervations

“The big difference, 1 guess, 15
that up here we're looking for
the big ynits. The companies and
plaloons are out trying to find
the enemy batwalions and regi-
ments That was something we
didn't have o worry aboul :n
the rice paddies and ‘pineapple,’ "
pegan Durbin

Colonel Mess agreed, "Here
we're coming up against hard
core NVA, whereas :n the 'pine-
apple’ 1t was all VO

“lt's defirutely rmore of a chal-
lange up here.” said Gianniech:
“In the old AD, you could pos-
sibly rddax Up here, you just
cant Co that You never know
what's around the corner You've
ol W be alert all the tume”

What considerations t™ust be
made 1n light of that fact” "Our
tactical considerations must be
hased a lot on visabali'v Because
it's 53 hard ta see rverythiag
iakes longer.” said Mess “Em-
phasis must be placed on proper
(actical formations In the 'prne-
aple’ 1t was much easier to
maneuver, of course’

“Navigauor for ground com-
manders 15 much more difficult
1 the jungle,” added Durbin
“In the rnice addws, you could
easlly navigale by terrain fea-
tures After aboul a week in a
new area, you could learn your
way around You just wouldn't
get lost In fact, you could navi-
gate  without a compass—al-
though | wouldn't recommend it

“But in the jungle every
mavement 15 by ecompass As a
former platoon leader, 1 walked
right behind the point with a
compass 1n my hand That com-
pass becomes nvaluable.

“In the same vein,” Durbin
went on, “l guess my biggest
problem was control and naviga-
ton on the ground in relation
to ather friendly unis.”

“I can help out the compary
commander and platoon leader if
he becomes disoriented or has
trouble locatmg his sister unis,”
volunteered Colonel Mess ~I
Jjust ge1 them w pop smoke and
then check their relattonship to
each other or to some prominent
terrain feature But | would say
that pinpoint navigation 1s much
more difficult for me up here
That's where the helicopter
comes m. the chopper is even
mere 1Mmportant or command and
conlrol up here ™

“As a squad lcader, abour my
biggest problem 15 nowse dis-
cpline.” commented Murphy "It
seems hke people just naturally
like to bunch-up and talk 1
have w watch for that in the
jungle. Il wasn't a big worry
before "

“Walking point is about the
samc up here as in the ‘pineap-
ple” Granniechi  asserted “I
never relaxed on point i the
puweapple and I don't up here

either. The big tung is that
movement 15 a2 lot slower because
vou have to cut through the
Jungle There's beaucoup ‘walt-
a-minute-vines’ out there.”

'When you worked the pad-
dies,” Durbin  explained, “you
only worked the mipa palm and
canals All the patrols and oper-
ations were oriented toward this
Bui 1n the jungke you search
the hills, the mndges and the
valleys You have w search 1t
all because 'Charlie’ can be any-
where

“Another thing vou have to
worry about,” continued Durbin,
“u5 the bunker complexes. In the
old AC they'd put a few bunkers
together Bur in the jungle the
bunker complexes are very well
butlt. They're big and they're
professignal. And vou're rnight
on wop of them before you know
1t

“Yes," agreed Mess, “the bunk-
er complexes are well camou-
flaged in the jungle and some-
umes very elaborate That's why
we've placed added emphasis on
battle dnill It goes back to the
basics

“Qur formations are much
ughter up here,” smd Murphy
“Butl again It's jusl a matter o1
not being able to see.”

Are there any special supply
considerations?  “Tao
yes.” said Mess, '
‘pineapple,’ many tumes we had
the option of resupplying by
chopper or LCM Up here all
resupply 15 by chopper We
don't necessarily plan our opera-

INFANTRYMEN (rom the 3rd Bn, 71h lnf ¢
1o slog through the paddies south of Saigon near

tions around LZ's, but they are
a consideration. If we don't have
an LZ though. we just kick the
water and food out the door
of the chopper 1o the wailing
troops. We get 11 o them one
way or another”

"As a platoon leader”™ Durbin
sad. "I was always conscious
of water and resupply in the
jungle The LZ's took on new
importance. We carried more
water. And because water was
scarce. there was no bathung and
shaving on operauons "

“Yeah, dirt just collecs.” Mur-
phy agreed "I geis prety
grass.” he laughed.

“Personally, I've discovered |
don’l need as much water as I
did in the ‘pineapple,” Gian-
lechi observed ™I drink about
half as much water as I used
to”

What about personal consider-
auons” “The pumber of immer-
mon loot cases took a big drop
when we moved up here. Of
course, we don’l stay wet as
much.” commented Mess “But
the troops sull need to worry
about ringworm "

“There are all manner of things
in the jungle you den’t find
m the paddies,” =zad Durbin.
“You've got to watch for leeches,
scorpwns—both  posonous  and
non-porsonous—and I even heard
of one urut that ran into bees.
But leeches are a big problem
You've gol to check for them
frequently Personal hygiene is
sull ymportant 1n the jurgle,” he
concluded

ontinue

Problems

Can Giuoc while the rest of the Brigade works in
the jungle noriheast of Saigon around Xuan Loe.
(Photo by PFC Jerry L. Poindexter)

CONCEALING ONESELF from “*Charlie’’ is mueh
easier in the Brigade's new jungle AQ around Xuan
Loc. (Photo by PFC Larey Woody, 2.3 10)

y I i

LONG KHANH PROVINCE: The Dragon
with the Golden Bell in its Mouth

Golden Bell In Its Mouth.”

nee:

{The major portwrn of the area novtheast of Saigon where the
Brgade 1 now operating mcludes Long Hhanh Province.
are some background focts on the reqion. Ed.)

Long Khanh Province 1s a naturally nch area, heavily covered
with virgin jungles, and consists of many small [
commercial communites, scrub land, and rubber plantations.

Its name translates idiomatically 1nto “The Dragon With The
The dragon is the highest ranking
of the four Viethamese sacred anumals and the bell 13 mgnificant
because a temple bell emils a beautthul sound and 13 a symbol
of luck and protection. Hence, the provinee eould easily evoke
images of the Vietnamese “Land of

About half of the populatton of Long hanh 15 concentrated
in the capital city of Xuan Loc (27,400), and the villages of
Gia Kiem and G Tan. There are three
Kiem Tan. Dinh Quan, and Xuan Loc.

Most of the land area 15 low-upland plateau, with the northern

Here

Happiness ™

digiricts 1n the prove

part of Dinh Quan Dhstrict being rather mountmnous The
matn soil type is a fertle, reddush-brown muxture of latasal on
basalt rock. Thus tends to create problems wath well drilling
and deep construction.

The province 15 cxtremely ferule where the jungle has been
cleared away Ameng the crops which are grown each year
are coffee, peppers, tea, sweel corn, tobaceco, and bananas. More
soybeans are grown in Long Khanh than in all other Tl Corps
provinces. In addition, the province 13 nch 1n lumber and 1
the prneipal supplier of wood roducts to the Sagan area

Religon is one of the strong unifiers m the province. Abhout
45 percent of the populaton 1s Catholic, compoased primanly
of resettled refugees who fled North Vietnam dunng the 1954
exodus Roughly a turd of the population 13 Buddhist whiie
maost of the remawung 20 percent are Contucst ancestor wor-
shippers.




Redcatcher!

Auguel 1, 1969

He was really only this far away!

FSB

PFC Darrell Blankenship was
walking on the left RAank as
Bravo Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf con-
ducted a rouune sweep through
a wooded area 12 rules east of
here, when he detected movement
in the grass to hus right.

He halted and readied his
M-16. Instead of a Viel Cong,

however, it was a 5-fpot-long
King Cobra heaung a hasty
reireat—and Blankenshup barred
the exit.

“The snake was heading neht
for me,” the 2l-year-old native
of Hardin, Mo., recounted “When
he was aboul six feet awnay, [
fired two quick shots and hit
him with one, a few inches in
back of ghe head ™

“From the Barracks to the Boonies, 1'll be vour serv-
ant, REDCATCHERS™ hints comely Janine Revnard
who is the Devil's servant in the Hick “SUCCUBLS.”

(Photo courtesy American

Internation Pictures)

By PFC Larry Woody, 2/3 10

NAM Cobra Outshoots Redcatcher

BLACKHORSE

tly undaunted, the

cwbra slithered onward, and
when only “about three feet
from me” stopped and ooiled

“He acted as though he was
prepaning to strike,” said Blank-
ar:rl.ip, “s0 1 decided I'd better
take my tume and make a final
killing shot" As the snake
swayed to and fro, its sinister
hood spread and tongue Aicker-
ng. Blankenship sighted and be-
gan his thgger squeete

The Cobra. however, shot first.

“It was ke lwo tiny water
pistols,” explained Blankenship
“The lttle jets of clear lLiquid
came {rom the snake’s mouth
and hit me in the face—all 1n
my eyes and mouth. There was
an immediate bwrning. suinging
sensation, particularly in my
left eye, which apparently re-
ceived the larger dose™

Boric Acid Eyewunsh

Blankenship moved off 1o the
side ("] figured If he wasn't
going to die, 1 didn't have any
more ume to mess with hum ™)
By this tune, the platcon medic
was on the scene, and began to
admumster an eyewash of boric
acd Concurrently, the company
comunander was applying the
coup de grace lo the snake with
his pistal

Following the mitial emer-
geney first aid, Blankenship was
dusted off taken to the
24th Evacuation Hospital for fur-
ther treatment He relurned w0
his company later thai after-
noon with a bandaged eye

Peompt Treaiment Imperative

According to Captain Edwin
Taft, surgeon at the “Old Guard”
battalion's forward aid station,
Blankenship was exiremely for-
tunate. “The venom attacks and
damages eye tissuc, particularly
the delicate corneas Prompt
treatment b umperative 1l loss
of the eye is to be avoided”

Concerning the somewhat uni-
que experience, Talt commented,
“Ii's  actually mo: so uunsual
Cobras use this method of ‘sprz-
ting” when mroused, to ward off
an enemy. They are capable of
ejecting the venom up to dis-
tances of 12 feet with a high
degree of accuracy”

Blankenhsip  was  certaniy
“warded off” “In Missqur:, I've
shot lots of rattlesnakes with a
2" he clmms "All you gotta
do 15 hit them anywhere and
theyll quit Guess these cobrag
are Just tougher snakes™

Just ‘Plane’
harp

I you are going on ieave.
R and R. or DEROSing, remem-
ber your appearance The Hed-
catcher paltch on your shoulder
tells the world you are a mem-
ber of the 199th Light Infaniry
Brigade

No matter how had the con-
ditions were while we were
doing our Jobs, when il comes
time Lo ieave, a neat appearance
15 expected

‘Cottonbaler’ Recon and Radar
Keep Close Watch on ‘Charlie’

By SP4 Thomas Reilly, 3/7 10

FSB MADELEINE _The
Meking Delta: a regon of pad-
dies and rupa palm, mud and
waler, large populaUlon centers
and diffused enemy forces.

The nature of both terran
and people make thorough re-
connaissance a constant neces-
sity

Ecihy Co, 3rd Bn, Tth Inf has
1is forward headquarters here, 8
milessputh of Saigon. The com-
pany, lLke Echo compames :in
the three other infantry bat-
talions in the Brigade, consists of
two sections, a 42 mortar ele-
ment and a reconnassance ele-
ment

The recon teams provide ad-
vance intelligence informauon on
enemy activity.

Often, they also serve as a
blocking force on  infantry
aweeps. They block whatever the
line pompanies push towards
them, ecall n gunships
ever n , and EBometimes
g0 on two-or three-mule daytime
sweeps.

A well appreciated divermion
comes when the recon element
gors on a week-long jomnt oper-
auon with Navy hydreloils. The
food 5 hot and delicious, mini-
guns and 50 caliber machine
guns provide addibional security

Of oourse, the recon tieams
get let ofl at intervals to patrol
the banks of the nvers and
canals

“But if we inake conlarct” ex-
plained PFC Ronald Lange. of
Davenport, lowa, “they 1twell us
1o just duck our heads and
they'll take over.”

Witiun the mortar section of
Echo Co 15 a seven-man radar

teamn that provides 1ts own kind
of reconassance nightly for the
3rd Bn, Tth Inf, supplementing
that furmshed by the company's
recon teams,

The team's radar uruts consist
of a Listerung device and two
screens. Targets are determined
by movement on scope  Aas
the radar 15 3o senaiuve that the
range to can be measured o the
range to can be messured lo the
exacl meter.

Onte the target hac been lo-
cated and plotted. the informa-
tion 13 called into the company
command post, from there it
goes to the Tacucal Operatons
Center for 1dentification as either
a friendly or hosule eleinent

When the identfication is con-
firmed as hostile the target 1n-
formaton! s passed on w arul-
lery or mortar units

The section also makes use of
a large starlight scope, enabling

It to s¢an area surrounding
e base camp
When the “Cottonbalers”

moved to FSB  “Madeleme”
early in June, their radar sec-
ton was loaned to the 9th Ihv
for ten days.

While with the 9%th, "We were
having three or four smghungs
each nught” SP4 Domruc Maifi.
of Brooklyn, NY, sad. “But
since we have been & “Made-
leine” we average only one
sighung everv other mght”

Together, Echo Co's recon-
NalssEnce  s#ctioh  and  mortar
section, whueh includes the radar
teamn, provides added secuniy
1o the 3rd Bn. Tth Inf wherever
It s located

1 —

3 7 Borrows
FSB MADELEINF_Hover
craft belonging to the Sth Il
Div are helping Cottonbalers”
of the 3rd Bn, 7th Inf track
down “Charke” 1n the Aal, wet
Mekong Dela

The hover craft, officially call-
ed Air Cushioned Vehcles are
turbine operated and approxi-
mately 20 feet wide by 40 feet
long They move on pressurized
hlasts of air pumped underneath
and behind them

Aimament on the boats con-
sists of two 50 caliber machime
guns, two M-80 machine guns,
and esther « nunigun or a-

Monsoon Driving

Driving in the monsoon season
requires spectal techmiques and
skills which are much different
from those wused 11 the dry
season
The following point are aof-
fered to assist drivers in becom-
ing capable of recognizing and
overcomurg the increased ha-
zards encountered during  the
wet weather

Properly operaung brakes are
perhaps most 1mportant Check
your vehucles' brakes [requently
They  should  apply  evenly
Check the emergency brake—it
could become the only one
availabie to vou Alsc checit the
tires for proper nflalion and
tread wear

Test your brakes and get the

{eel of the road often dunng
weather and read  sutrface
changes

Allow an increased margin of
safety Other vehicle operators
may be hawing difficulty with
contrel during wet eopnditzons.
Give them a wide margin of
safetly

When wvisibility become poor.
use your light to warn olher
drivers of your position

Be exira caubous In villages,
hamlets and other populated
areas. Pedestrians’ actions are
unpredictable and 1t 1 up to the
driver 1o aliow for their mus-
takes

Drive defensively'

Hover Craft

automabe M-19 grenade launcher
The velucles carry up to 20
men, and are capable of speeds
of up to M knots on water and
30 knots over land
On_a typleal operation using
Air Cushioned Vehicles Juiy 2,
members of Echo Co, 3rd Br.
7th Inf killed three NVA soldiers
The "Cottonbalers” were
sweeping along the Rach Coc
River 2 mules southwesl of here
The infantrymen rode the
hover eraft to wathin 150 meters
of a nipa palm lLine and then
began sweeping on ioot  The
Air Cushioned  Vehieles  sup-
plied  supporung fire when
needed

Often, as the “Cotionbalers”
swept through mpas palm from

one direction, the hover craf:
would cover the oppomite side
i cage the enemy trnied ta

escape by runmng ahead of the
advancing Gl's

One enemy =xoldier was killed
1 this manner, a5 he tried to
make his way w the nexl rupa
palm Line

"Due 10 the Aat trajectory of
all the weapons on the boa’
we had to look under every
leai and in every hole to Ard
the enemy,” platoon leader ILT
M.chael G Murphy. of Mont-
gomery, Ala =aid iater “We
were face 1o face witn the ones
we killed and that made it real-
Iy hawry "

PFC Roland Lange of Daven-
port, lowa, explained how he
kiled one of the threee

“We had just reached the far
side of a very long mpa palm
hme,” he sard, “and we were
starting 1o move back into it
when [ nouced movement alsout
five feet to myv from

“1 shouted at hum to stop. but
he didn't, so [ fired "

An RPG launcher was found
near the body Lange shot the
soldier as the enemy was erawj-
iNE into posibon to fAre at one
of the hover crafi

The third enemy soldier was
killed by small arms fire He
had been huding in a spider hole
when he was discovered by the
sweeping “Cottonbalers "
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37 Kills 75

(Cont’d from Page 1}

The nexL .y, Delta Co, sup~
ported by 9: Inf Div gun-
Jhups, acemurt -4 for seven enewny
Wi'led, «~. V.et Cong sympa-

izer detained and one AK-47

.[te recovered Six of the enemy
were kilied by the supporung

aunships

As the .ifantrvmen were
sweeping throupr  h. canal-in-
festcd nipa paun, Ikey heard
movement L3 tne,o ont  The

gunsinps were iher

o Hled
Hover Craft Leed

Not fur away along the Rach
Coc River Lroops fron. Echo Co,
worlung with ®th Inf Div Ar
Cushioned Vchicles had a good
day By late afternoosn the egm-
paty had Mlled three NVA
soldiers. detained 17 persons for
questioning and had one Viet
Cong railv to the GVN under
the "Chieu Ha. Program. Enemy
weapons recovered included one
AK-47 rifle. one M-2 carbine.
and one RPG round

Medics Treat Villagers

The next day Echo Co nfan-
lrymen  detamned three encmy
suspects for guesuoning near a
small wiflage 2 mules west of
FSB “Madeleine ™ While waiung
for choppers to pick up the su-

in.

specis, the company medies
treated villagers for munor ail-
ments. A small boy with bad
burns was alse given medical

aid by the “Cottonbaler” medics.

Two Y¥iet Cong were hilled
July 4 by elemenws of Echo
€y which was again workmg

with the %th Div air cushioned
hover craft Numerous booby
lraps were also found by the
Echo infantrymen

As a resull of a Brave Co
airmobile operauon July 6. two
enemy were killed and one Viet
Cong suspect was detammed The
VC were killed while trying to
move out of a mipa palm line
ahead of the sweeping “Cotton~
balers ™

The same day, dunng a recon-
in-foree muission 12 miles =zouth
of Saigon. Alpha Co engaged
and killed one Viet Cong

Army Emergency Relef dis-
bursed a total ol $5485.868 56
in rendernng ass:stance to 42,018
member of the Unied States
Army or tnerr famulies

Selection

NIGHT 1S DESCENDING as this troper gets ready for
his turn 160 pull guard a1 FS$B “Horseshoe Beud.”” Ked-

calcher's! first photo selection is Ibe ereation uf Spe-
cialist Eive Edwin H. Beitelspacher, tlerk-typisl with
the 401h P. I. Det. An amateur pholugrapher. Beitel-
spacher shot 1hix late afterncon seene using his receat-
ly purchased Roliei 35 with Super Hypan filim 1 125

sec., /11,

Brigade Summar

June 30:

Artillerymen from Charlie
Biry, 2and Bn, 40th Ar1y were
credited with one Viet Coung
killed when elemeota of Delia
Co, 41h Bn, 12th Iaf foond
the enemy hody duriog a patrol
in an area which had recenily
bren fired inlo by the battery.

In other action, “Charliehorse™
pilots struck again as a hunter-
killer team of the 3rd Sqdn. 17th
Air Cav spotled three enemy
in khaki umforms attempting
o evade themn. Two of the enemy
were killed and five bunkers
were discovered in the imme-
diate area.

July I:

Daoring night ambnsh opers-
tioos 11 mlls sourh of Salgoo.
“Cottonbalers' of Alpha Co,
3rd Ba, 71h Infl killed five Yiet
Cong. An AK-47 rifle, iwo mag-
asioes., one K-34 platol, and
several documeola were also
capiured.

July 2:

Ten VielL Cong were killed by
forces from Delta and Ecbo Cos,
3rd Bn, Tth Inf. The actlion orc-
curred 10 milea south of Saigon.

The “Cottonbalers” also held
17 detainees for guestiorung One

¥Yiew Cong also rallied to the
GVN under the “Chieu Hor”
Program Equipment captured
included two rifles and one
RPG-2 round

July 3:

Another enemy base camp was
discovered today as Charlie Co.
4th Bn, 12th Inf conducted a
recon-in-foree  operstion. Be-
lieved to be a traiming center,
the small camp conmsied of
three bunkers made of logs and
mud One bunker, much larger
than the others, cootained a
speaker’s podium, seven benches,
and a large table.

July 41

Twa ‘iet Cong weee killed
loday by Echo Co, 3rd Bn. Tth
lal treops in the Delia regioo

2 3 Hits Camp

{Cont’d from Page 1}

[~side heavily forufied log-
and-mud bunkers, a quantity of
documents was discovered

A towering tree al the edge
of the perimeter. equipped with
ladder-rung stakes, served as the
camp's lookout pownt In addi-
uion 1o the bunkers, hiving quarl-
ers included two structures wilh
un rools, and two covered with
thaich

“The entire complex was
underneath a heavy canopy of
foliage,” Cooley staled. “making
it nearly imposaible 1o detecl
from the arr All n all 1t was
a near-perfect setup ™

Cooley estimated the structures
were four to six months old, and
guessed the camp (o be a possi-
ble VC platoan outpost.

Halt Journalists

(Cont'd from Page 1)

The camp was esumated to be
a nucleus for a small-scale ene-
my printtng  and distribution
opetation f{or propaganda and
rmulitary nformauon bulleuns.

In addition o the prinung ap-
paratus, an S3KS5 nfle, one AK-
47 rifle, a 30-pound store of rice,
and a large guantity of assorted
clothing were uncovered n the
camp.

A rtoster was found in a hut
that apparently served as a mess
area, and an Inlerpreler sug-
gested that 30 Viet Cong had
eaten there the previcus day.

The camp. which consisted of
12 hcoches with  sub-surface,
bunker-like interiors, was esti-
mated to have been there several
months.

‘Lucky’ Flak Jacket
Checks Bullet-Barely

FSB BLACKHOHSE .No-
body. 1L seems, lkes to wear
his flak jacket. It's hot, heavy,
and cumbersome, lament the
already over-loaded infantry-
men, and besides, they ask, is
the margin of protection it pro-
vides really worth additional
burden?

Al least one Redcatcher feels
it s "It very probably aaved
wny lie,” said SP4 David Copas.

Examining the hullet.

a 20-year-old native of Tomp-
kinsville, Ky "Far as I'm con-
cerned,” he added wryly, “that
makes the fak jacket worth
every bit of the bother”

Copas a squad leader with
Alpha Co, 2nd 3rd Inf was in-
voelved in a recent company size
sweep about 5 miles northwest
of here "My squad was the
leading element,” related Copas,
“"and I was second man 1n the
file formation We were working
our way through the bush. when
suddently automatic weapons fire
Degan cracking about 20 feel
1 _our front™

Everyone hit

the prone. and

began pouring relurmn fire into
the surrounding area “A round
hit 1n front of me, kicking durt
and rock fragments into my
face”, Copas recounted "I also
felt a thud on my chest but
didn't pay any attention to 1t
at the tme’™

After a short bul mtense fire-
fight, the "Old Guard™ troops
awepl wn, discovering an enemy
bunker complex and four NVA
dead

But Copas flound something
else. “There was a hole in the
pocket of my HAak jscket that
waen't there before. Aod also™
he added, “I became aware of a
punful spot on  my chest”

13 out,., lw?vend

ngainst hus skin. odged
“I couldn’t believe 1t.” said
Copzs. “The builelt apparemly
ricocheted, hit my jacket and
penetrated 1L, coming to a stop
just i ume” A dark bruise
was the extent of the injury.
“I was lucky,” Copas admitted
frankly, as he rolled the
¢hunk ol lead around 1n his
hand. “A direct hit would have
probahly been fatal But,” he
added quickly, “I believe in
doing everything I ean (5 assisl
‘Lady Luck’; that's why, when
1 return w the fild, my flak
jecket will definitely be with
me.

The July 1 rase ;n basic pay
brought a 128 percent in pay
for all personnel. person
is encouraged 1o invest part or
all of the increase in some t
of savings program suited to yl.i:
mndividual n

Among the most popular sav-

(Cont’d from Page 3)
south of Salgon. The infaolry-
men were "”Piﬂu an arecs
from 91h Inf Div air coshlooed
vehicles.

Operating along parallel routes
In an area approximately 12
miles southwest of Xwan Loc,
elements of Charhe and Delta
Cos, 2nd Bn, 3rd In! found a
bunker ¢omplex consesting of 25
bunkers. Many of the bunkers
has false floors beneath which
were found anti-US leaflets and
medicines. Also found were 25
RPG rounds, one 12 mm rockel,
emall arms ammonution and a
emall quantity of food.

July 3

“Warniors” from Charle Co,
4th Bn, 12th Inf today found a
base camp large enough to hald
an enemy battalion. The camp
consisled of X bunkers and one
command bunker. Found in the
area was oen S0mm rmorar
round, AK-47 nfle ammuniton.
and an old ruchsack

In another area, ARVN ele-
ments of the 18th ARVN Ihwv
found three enemy bodies which
had been killed earher by artil-

lery fire Credited with good
shooting was Alpha Btry, 2nd
Bn, 40th Arty.

Elsewhere, Charlie Co, 2nd Bn,
3rd Ind found a cache consisung
of many assorted items, including
one 107 mm rocket with an over-
size warhead., 1000 rounds of
AK-47 ammumtion, one 82mm
mortar tube with baseplate and
1wo complete mghts, 5 nifle gre-

nades, grenades, and
400 lbs. of demuolitions
July 6:

Three NY A soldiers were kill-
ed by a combined forece of
Alpbs and Brave Cos, 3rd Bo.
T1ih Inf during airmobile oper-
atjiooa soulh of Saigon.

Cannoneers from 2nd Bn,
401h Arty were credited with
killiog three Viet Cong when
recon clements [rom 4tb Bn,
12th lof found a base camp
connistiog of 41 bounkers and
three enemy graves. The bai.
tery had previously fired into
Lthe mres.

July T:

While cleannng a  helicopter
landing tone with elements of
the 87th Engr Co and men from
Charhe Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf
discovered a ecache which con-
tained 12 RPG rounds, 3¢ boo-
sters, FAfteen 6B0mmMm  morar
rounds. and one compleie 22 mm
maortar, The mortar wmt lying
on the ground and wes covered
with hrush

Ings programs available are the '

US Savings Bond and the Free-
dom Sharesplans; the US Savings
Deposit Program and comercial
banking accounts,
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