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HlWlQ.UARTms 
III Marine Amphibious Foroe and Naval Component Command 

Kili tarT Assistanoe Command, Vietnam 
0/0 Fro, San 1'ranoisoo. 

California 96601 

AGENDA SUBJECT I War Dog 'Requirements 

Refl (a) CG OO'PAC MSG l2l948Z Deo 1965 

1. rAC'l'S I 

G-3 Section 
4 Jan 1966 

a. III MAF reoeived the first oOllplemen1! of war dogB on 26 Auguet when 
eleven Bentry dogs and handlere arrived frca Japan. The bandler. had been 
selected frOIl units of the 3d Division and sent to Japan tor three week. 
training with the dop. After appro:a:1matelT three weeke'addiUoDAl train­
ing in-oount17, the eentry dog. vere .. aigned to po.t. at _i"Uon lJUppq 
pointe, LUJIS Batter,r site •• 2d ARV'R Diviaion OOlllpound. aDd Marble Mountain 
Air Facilit,', 

b. At present III MAF hae nc BOaut dogs asaigned. Scout doge with 
handlers are procured on a oaB~b7-oaBe baeis from the ARYl. 

o. III KU' is presentl,y retrainina- tour sentq doge tor uae .. eoaut 
dop. 

d. One eOOllt dog platoon and one sentr,r dog platoon with bandlere aDd 
euperv1eion pereonne1 ha.,.e entered trainin&' in United Stat .. and are 0-
peoted in-oountq approx1matelT 20 MaZ'oh 1966. 

e. An Air Force veterinarian is per.anentl,y stationed at Da Bang and 
is available to care for the Marine doge. 

f. III MAF/NCC has'reoeived maDT requests from subordinate unit. for 
the Uge of both eentq and soout doge which cannot be filled b.r present 
assets. 

g. At present III MAF has one lieutenant assigned to the dog platoon 
in a supervisor,r oapacit,'. Two doga are looatad at 1IlG-16. two at LUJIJ 
B Battery on Mookey Kt., thrae at 2d ARV'R Div Hqs (Future M.U' CP. one of 
the three ie aleo used at irregular intervals at Camp TIEllSBA and four are 
being retrained as scout dogs at the kennels. 

2. DISCUSSIOl'h 

a. III MAF experienoe in the use of sentry doge ranges frolll oOlllplete17 
satisfaotory to marginall,y unsatisfaotor,r. Sentr,r dogs lIIust be used in 
areas where few personnel are working or living for satiefaotory parforaanoe. 



One of the best locations for III MAF use of sentry dogs has been at the 
Konkq Mountain WMS Battery site. '!'he area is remote and very fev per­
sonnel pase through area. As a result, the dogs provide exoellent secur­
it,y. Conversel,y. an aitEllllpt vas made to use sentry dogs around the amau­
nition suppl,y point, Msrine personnel are working in the area pra1'.lticall,y 
around the olook. '!'hill lenl of aot1Tit,y simpl,y contused the dog. As a 
result, dogs had to be removed frOIl this dut,y before the,r be08llle _plets­
l,y inefreotin. 

b. III MAl' has obtained soout doga frOll AliVlf on a oala-b;y-oaa. baei.,. 
Usuall,y the doga are obtained for about two to four da,yl. HRe a,pin ex­
perieno. var:l.ee vid.l,y. Hovever, it _a the opinion of the nnit .. plo71nB 
the dogs that 1lIS.1X$ of the probl_1I evolve from the laIIBUage barrier. In 
thoee oa.... where the handler oould under.t&>l4 and epeak aa.ae I1I:I8lieh. re­
sulta vere oon.iderabl,y better. It i. believed that the etteotivenese ot 
a"out. d08s vl1l increaae oonsiderabl,y when III JU.J' :I.e capable of providin&' 

, soout doge vi th Karine handleX's,~ 

o. III MAl' ill presentl,y retrainillB tour •• ntq dogll to 1I0out dog duti ... 
'!'his has ".en inetituted Cor tva re&8OI18I ':l.rat, to obtain .zper1enoe in 
bandliDB 1I0out doga beCoX'e arriTal oC the full loout dog platoon. Seoond, 
to det.raine the oapabilitT and lSllBth oC r.trainiDB in the eTent an op_ 
tio .. l requir .. ent neoll .. 1tatell X'str&1n1DC. 

4.. III M.U' planll to house both inoOlliDB dog platoons in the :De. .&IIB 
arsa. loth eent.q and soout doge Yill .. e furnished to the other _laT .. , 
on au _ required baeis. Doge Yill be rotated baok to the :De. 1I&IIB kennels, 
prllMbl,y at ".1Ikl,y int~l ... 

... III JU.J' ha. bsen unable to detaraine the rationale behind ths pro­
oedure ot ase1111in&' tvo bandl!lrs per dog a. indioated in reCerenoe (a). 
liIzperienoe g&1ne4 in RVll indioates that the dog Yill tire and b.oOlle in­
err.othe long beror. the man. In add:l. tionp dogs are not kept on patrol 
1I0re than rour or five da,ya at a tille. '!'heT are then given a rest period 
or approximatlll,y same period. ConaideriDB the above, it is posaible that 
III MAP ~ have a number ot dog handlllra available tor asllignment to 
other duties if all the handlers are deplored. 

f. It 19 envisioned that the role of the lIent.q dog ~ become increaes­
ingl,y ilIportant as III MAP is able to fenoe adequstel,y logistio areall, yare­
hous .. , and 8IIIIIIl1I11 tion duaplI. Onoe the area. are t .. noed and lllvel ot 
aoU'f'it,y and mOTe.ent rllduced, sentq dogll IIhould be able to provide ex­
oellent securi t,y a,pinat attempted 1n1'iltration or pilferage. '!'he abilit,y 
ot the dog to oonr IllUtch largllr areas than an armed suard should aignUi­
oantl,y reduce manpov .. r requirements. 

g. As additional nnits are brought in COUlltr,' and as III M.lI' Forces 
adopt a 1I0re mObile role, it is envisioned that additional dog platoons 
Yill,be required tor the Chu Ie.i enolave and poseibl,y the Hue Pbu lid en-
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cla'no US86e ~ta at prlllient is Vf1q' sketcl:o'. Bo1fe"l'er. it 10 anUoipated 
that a lliniJlrua of one SCl:IUt dog platoon and one &&n1o:1:7 dOli platoon will be 
required for the Chu lAt.1 e.noJ.an by Jul,y 1966. 

h. Information has not been made available to MAl' reprdini the rank 
and nUllber of aupernsor,y j)ersonnel or equiJ)lllent aooompallTing the dog 
platoons. 

}, RECOJOIEImATIOIiSI 

a. That III MAl' be infomed whether tvo handlers per dog will be stmt 
OTerae .... 

b. That III KAl' be informed ot the nUllber and raull: ot aupenho:q 
persoDDAtl that will aoOOllpazQ' the two clog platoou. 

o. That additional foroea ot one eoout dog platoon ana one Ben~ doC 
platoon be progr_ed tOr arrinl in oonntrT approzillate17 Ju17 1966. 

4. .ldTIOI BEDIG 'rADIi BY IU KAl'. 

a. III MAl' will continue to obtain as muoh infor.ation ana ezper1tmoe 
aa poaaible in the proper ut111zat10n of both Boout and .entrT doge. !bia 
inf_tiOll to ba, dl .. lIIIli.D&ted.in leuou learned. 

bo III KAl' 1s tu:1ng aotion to han a canine cantcm.ent H~ tor the 
arriT&l of the two doC platoou iJ!. Haroh. 

a. Obtain the intoru.t1on requil:ed in paraeraph , ••• and b. and torvard 
to III KAl'. . 

b. .lotion be taken to procn;are the additional dog platoone tmUllerated in 
paragllaph '.0. 


