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From: Commanding General, Marine Jorps Development and Educatigpla:’

46/94\!&!‘ fe
T MAHtST

Command, Quantico, Virginia

To:

Subj: -iilnal Report of USHE’%rojeLt
Boobv Traps ,

Ref: (a)
(b)
of USMC Project 90-65-01,
(c) ©G MCDEC ltr 46/SA/GDC
of Mincs/Booby Traps,
(d) CG MCDEC lir 46/9A/cii-

90-69-01, To~ Detect.:n»
Proj:O, Mine/Rooby Tra;
7Jan71 w/4 encl

Rccommended T/C & T'T

Encl: (1)
(2)
1. TIMTRODUCTION

a. Purpose.
a nroject to deterwine the suit-~

mines/hookv traps; ascertain oo .i-

procedures: and explore the fe:
units.
h., Objectives. The objrecti.. .

(1} To determine the
traps under overational condir’

(2) 7o estahlish eptina-
of dogs for mine/t:ochw trap et

b

(3) To determine sire
optimum command leve} for con:

(4) To éctermine hand’
inherent pcrsonal characterist’
quality handlers.

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AX) (10)
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90~-69-01 /Dog Detection of Hines/

27l h

CMC 1ltr AX-4ES5-rdn of 2Jun69, Project Directive 90-69-01
CG MCDEC\ 1tr 46/9A/GDF:jfe of 13Jan70, Subj:

Interim Recport
Dog Detection of Mincs/Booby Traps
ife of 10Feb70, Subj: Dog Detection

pvaluation of
“fe of 20May70, Subj:

USMC Project
>f Mines/Booby Traps

Detecting Dogs ltr DAL/jls 3500 of

° - Mine Dog Platoon

Pursuant to reiczence (a), this is a final report on
"zv of usinp dops for detection of

't requirements and handler training

".tv of establishing permanent T/O

of the project were:

-

“1itv of dogs detecting mines/booby

chriques for operational employment

",

-ganizaticr of the dog unit, and the

*achmentc,

rining recuirements and ascertain

"7 any, which are indicative of
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1. As depictcd on tzble T=l, elthough the dogs were specifically
trained to detect nines/bocby traps, they demonstreted a ca:ability
for alerting to non-mine objects suck as tumncls, bunkers, personnel
and runji rits which uvltimately resvlted in the dogs accomplishing
their purrose, saving lives. Additionaliy, in aiding the using unit
in better zccomplishing their given mission. Although the dogs have
demonstrated these unexpected ccrabllities, they should neither be
expected or relled upon to periorm in a capacity other than mine
det.ecting.

2+ There were fourteen (1) confirmed cases where dogs comrletely
missed surprise firing devices, two (2) were actually detonzt.d by the
dogs, five (5) were- detonated by persormel and scven (7) were detected
by either members qf the usingz unit or the dog handler.

a. Synopsis of these incidents are as follows:

(1). Dog missed a trip-wire commecved to a C-h mine, Trip-
wire was woven through small hedgeros ~ff trail. 4n ARVN found the t
device, no casualtiss resultcd. '

(2)+ Dog missed two (2) M26-A1 grenzdes in cans. Dug was |
not worlking becaus: he hod beca sick earlier. Members of the natrol . l
found the srenznce, no casuslties resultcd. i

(3). Dog misscd ;25-41 grenzdz (preasure release) buried in
pool af water which was on the oprosite side of the road from the dog,
no casucliies resulsen.

(1)« Dog missed drag-wire attached to M26-Al rrenade in a can.
Handler tri_ped -he bBooby trar on® received minor wounds.

(5). Dog m'sseo a duried 82H” iotar snell {oressure release).
The dog handler wes responsible for the debonz2tline 2ad recaivad serious
shra, =1 owwls ©r heed and cheste

(¢)e Dog missed a bocby tra;red box mine which wes found off-
trail by one of th: members of the patrol. The mine w2s concealed
with bard racked dirte No cosuzlties receultid.

(7). Dog mizsed » trip-wire which led to a M26G-A1 greacds off
trail. It wss found by nerbers of 32tral, no casuzlties rasulued.

(8)e Dog miszes : Jlay-morz, h: deto .wting devict w s apTrox-
imately two (2} e t of* twcil, tho hall J0x «#o3 anfryxiar tely seven
(7) feet off traii. Incidzni resvlted in <hree (3) FL'. and three (3)
dia darincs.s Moz wad hzo ey wtre oo Lnfured, however, ik (dog wes
£2 frighuened by uhe ox Yosi.n tast he rzn owizr which res Jze!l in the
dof ﬂ[_&"io
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(9). Dog missed a trip-wire which led to a rocket warhead.
It wac raining snd the area had been hLei:ily bombarded b air s»rikes,
no casualties resiultod. ‘ - 4 . .

(10). Dog missed a dud 105 ! projc::ile that was partially
buried off grail. The ardnance was not :ocby trapped and wos detected .
by the h

(11). Dog misced a buried €1 MM Vor::r shell on rice paddy dyke.
The surprise firing device wes cdetonatcd :y a nember of the patrol.
Incicent resulted im two (2) ¥IA “arinc- . handler and dcg were not
- injured. Triggering deri *was dcduced - have been &b under water
~trip-vwire. i

(12). pog missed a buriec €0 I iz: - shell with a pregsure
release tri;gering device. The tockyr ir: wes buried in a puddle of
mud on a rice ga« iy dyke, 1t wec dotzors v the handler, the
handler was wounded seriously.

(13). Dog detonated a booby trap c: -inown size. Incident

1 resulted in the hancler reoé,ivinj_: sever andse

E (14). Dog iissed & trip-wirs = = -1 grenade. Wire wes

. stretched accrcss & ditchs The di 2o .1 the ordnance while in

1 the process ‘e Jumping the ¢iwch. I:u:: . - resulted in the inflicting

] of serious wounds to th. hancler i:n! éc .

] 3. Although the dogs unave n:.sscc on osu © cccasi.ns, the livea that
they have saved with good dete~ "o - . - * 55 alervs to non-mine
obJects, by far cutweish that 20 | - “ted fror thelr misses.

The cozs are functionul.y svitstl. _.. .rztionel eavircnrent.
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