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LCpl Lewss A. Raborn of the War Dog Plaroon. 15
MP Batialron 15 shown with Scout Dog Nick tn Oper-
ation Impenal Like searching for ememy caches.

stay there while helicopters deployed all four compa-
nies of the 2d Barwalion, “th Marines into 12 separate
landing zones, establishing a cotdon around presumed
enemy locauons. The infantry companies would then
dnve rhe NVA/VC into the center. Direcrly support-
1ng the bartalion, the 4.2-inch Mortar Bartery of the
3d Bartalion, 1th Marines would establish a firebase
on Hill 845, and the st Platoon, Company D, 1st
Reconnarssance Bartalion would ser up three observa-
uon posts surrounding the operation area Stmulrane-
ous with the start of Impenal Lake, two barttalions of
the Sist ARVN Regiment would begin operations in
the Que Sons south and east of the 2d Bactalion. Tth
Manines '®

Just afrer mudnighe on 31 August. en bauenes”

*Ine nartenies involved were Banicries G H oancboof o0 K
Land Mot4 11 Eand X (1995101 2 11 tne g hoineh Howize:
Barzers o<1 and the 3d 173mm Guo Baten 1+
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coordinated by Lieutenant Colonel Dickey's 5d Bar-
talion. llth Marines opened fire i one of the largest
single preparatory bombardments delivered by Marine
gunners tn Viernam and cerramly the largest of the
war for the 11th Marines. From FS8Bs Ross and Ryder.
from LZ Baldy. from An Hou. and from Hull 65.
105mm and 155mm howitzers, 8-inch howitzers, and
17Smm guns for six hours rained shells on 53 select-
ed rargers in the Que Sons. These targets had been
chosen on the basis of informauion from the 1s¢ Ma-
nne Division and ~th Mannes intelligence staffs, and
e artillervmen carefully had prepared a fire plan for
each. By 0045, when the bombardment ended. the
batceries had thrown 13.488 sheils-a toral weight of
some ~-40.6060 pounds of metal - 1nto the Que Sons.
Two hours of fixed-wing air suikes followed 1n which
63 tons of ordnance were delivered ' The “th Marines
commander. Colonel Piehl. wno had recommended
a far shorter preparanon. vears later recalled is effects

"1 believe only one or two enems bodies were found.
although admitedly many may have been scaled up
in the numerous caves in the area ™2 At 0900. the first
flights of CH-46s and CH-53s carrving the assault
troops dropped into predesignated landing zones '3

According 1o plan. the 2d Battalion command post
and two platoons (four 4.2-inch mortars) of Batery
W. 3d Batalion, 11th Matines took posinon on Hill
849. codenamed LZ Vulture. South of Vulwure, Com-
pany E deploved to form the southwest side of the cot-
don while Company H filled in 10 the north and
Company F closed in from the east Company G. held
in reserve duning the initial assaule. landed two hours
after the other companies 1o complere the ting on the
southeast During thas firsc day of the operation. the
compames made no wontace with the enemy

For the next four days. Lieutenant Colonel Albers
maneuvered his Marines south, east. and norch of
Landing Zone Vulwre, guided by information from
the regimental intelhigence staff He conunually tried
to position his compantes so they could quickly en-
velop any hosule force discovered and prevent i« from
breaking contacr i

On 5 September. 1n a ravine near LZ Vulture. the
Marines finally wrapped an enemy unut. esumated later
to have been 30-50 North Vietnamese Company E,
sweepting toward rhe southeast ulong the ravine. had
a man wounded while chasing 4 lone NVA 1nto a cave
YWhen a helicopter came in to evacuate the wounded
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bushes and maintained observanon posts outside the
boundaries of the various installations, and it assisted
South Vietnamese security forces guarding strategic
bridges?

Also located 1n the DVA, the 3d Milwary Police Bat-
ralion, under Lieutenant Colonel Charles Fimian, as-
sisted the lst Battalion in security efforts. The 3d
Battalion, in addition to futnishing war dogs for the
1st Manine Division, provided guards for the ill MAF
Correctional Facility, staffed the 1II MAF Criminal In-
vesugatuon Depaniment (CID). and tontributed 2
50-man MP contngent to the US Armed Forces Police
{AFPy in Da Nang. Mannes from this AFP detach-
ment protected the US. Consulate in Da Nang and
helped guard the POW ward at the US. Army 95th
Evacuauon Hospital**

On 10 August, as the 3d MP Bartalion prepared for
redeployment in Keystone Robin Alpha, the st MP
Battalion assumed control of the Marine war dog teams
and also took over the 3d Battalion’s security respon-
sibthities 1n the DVA. The lst Bartalion, now under
Lieutenant Colonel Newell T. Donahoo, who had
relieved Lieutenant Colonel Thomaidis on 2 june, fur-
nished guards for the former I MAF brig, which
passed under Army conurol on 10 August. Company
A of the 1st MP Bartalion provided the AFP detach-
ments, administered the dog force. and manned the
Il MAF CID. The 1st MP Battalion inicially was sched-
uled fot redeployment 1n late 1970, and by mid-
August Il MAF had completed plans to replace it with
a provisional defense barttalion consisting of one MP
company and a rifle company from the ist Battalion,
5th Marines. With the delay of Marine redeploymerus,
III MAF scrapped this plan and retained the entire
1st MP Battalion, which in fact became one of the last
Manne ground units to stand downs

Throughout 1970 and carly 1971, 1st MP Batralion
Mannes, who were not detailed to the Armed Forces
Police or other special assignments, put in an average
of 21 hours per week on day watch and 24 on night

*Unul | Januan 1970, the commander of the 3d MP Battalion
had the addicional ducv of IIE MAF Provost Marshal As such, be
had operauonal control of the LS Armed Forees Police in Da Nang
On ! January. a separate [l MAF Provost Marshal was cteated on
the MAF staff. again with operatonal conrrol of the AFP On 9
March 1970. as pan of the IIl MAF XXIV Corps exchange of toles.
XX\ Corps ok opetational control of the AFP. to which the Ma-
fines wontnued o contnbute a wonungent of MPs Later on 15 lune
1970, the S04¢h Mian Police Battalion U'S Army 0ok upera-
vonal conrol of the AFP under XXIV Corps 3d MP B ComdC
Jan™0 Mar0. Jun©O
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watch They speat another eight hours on patrols and
ambushes and manned poruons of the Da Nang
perimeter for another 48 hours. In July 1970, a typi-
cal month, the battalion carried out 280 fire team and
30 squad dayume patrols and 300 fire team and 133
squad night ambushes, made 31 river patrols, and
manned 62 squad combat outposts. The bartalion also
conducred one mulu-company operation. Of the to-
tal of 836 small-unit acavities, the batralion conducted
627 with South Vietnamese forces. None of these oper-
auons produced significant enemy contact. The fen
acuons thar did occur were confined to brief exchange:
of fire or an occasional grenade thrown at a passing
Marine patrol®

Each month elements of the battalion ook part in
sweeps and cordon and scarch operations 1n coopera-
tion with Vietnamese Regional and Popular Forces. na-
uonal police, and with reacuon forces from other US
commands in the DVA. These operations rarels
flushed out any NVA or VC, but they produced =
steady haul of suspected VCI. RVNAF deserters and
Amencan military personnel who were off limits or
absent without leave were also frequently taken into
custody. Duning August, for example, companies of
the tst MP Barralion participated in 10 seatches. ap-
prehending 16 VCI, 35 ARVN deserters, 2 US. Army
soldiers, a Marine, and a US. Navy sailor.

Working with troaps and police from Da Nang Spe-
c1al Scctor. the Marine MPs cracked down on the drug
peddlers and prostitutes thar infested the city On 12
13, and 14 QOctober, elements of Company B joined
Viernamese authoriues in a senies of raids on hideouts
in downtown Da Nang. The MPs and police seized
caches of drugs, and arrested 21 Manines and five LS
Army soldiers. all of whom were turned over to the
Armed Forces Police and charged with being 1n un-
authonzed areas. They also apprehended 27 prosu-
tutes and two VC suspects

The cnemy in the DVA consisred mosrly of Vier
Cong terrorists, sappers. and political agitators who
usually operated in groups of rhree to five By effel:
tive secunity measures, 11 MAF prevented sapper 1t
tacks on the airfields during 1970 and early 1971. but
rerrorism still took a steady toll of American and South
Vietnamese lives and property. During July 1970. tos
examnple, three civilians were killed and 2 1S, Manne».
Il ARVN soldiers. 6 nationai policemen. 2ad i+
avilians were injured 1n 10 separate terronst incidents
In Octobet, Navy inteligence reported that enem
sappers were planning to attack the U.S. Consulate i
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Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A800401

Marine Cpl Gavin R. Lebus, left, holds the leash on bis sentry dog “Max” taut while
Sgt Ted ] Ryan, Jr., muzzles bis dog “Caesar” before boarding a Marine CH-53 helicop-
ter. The men and dogs are from the Sentry Dog Platoon. 3d Military Police Battalion.

Da Nang. The 1st MP Battalion temporarily doubled
1es guard force at the consulate, but no attack took
place. Communist harassment of the DVA declined
in the last months of 1970, partly as a result of severe
floods, but gradually increased again in early 1971.

Viet Cong terrorism someuimes took unusual forms.
During March 1971, for instance, the MP battalion
received teports of “fermale VC operating in Da Nang
in the tole of prostitutes with the intention of spread-
ing VD 10 American and Karean officials. These VC
were also reported to have been carrying small
weapons with the intention of assassinating cliencs.”
These ladies of the evening, if in fact they existed,
claimed no known victims, but other young female
Viet Cong were active in Da Nang. The MPs helped
to break up a cell of 15- to 18-year-old VC girls who
had been blowing up allied military vehicles with

bombs made from soda cans filled with plastic ex-
plosive.?

Rockets attacks were the greatest Communist threat
to the DVA, but their effect during 1970 and 1971
was more political and psychological than milirary.
The 111 MAF Chief of Staff, Brigadier General Lea J.
Dulacki, observed:

They sutc dudn't inflick much damage onus . [ think
they were pretty damn poor when you consider whart shey
could have done. Imagine the number of ammuniton
dumps, the number of fuel depots and whar-have-you we
had scattered all over . If you had given me 2 couple
of Manne squads I could have raised holy hell . . by just
planung a rocker or 2 mortar in the right place at the nght
time . *

Looking back at the effects of enemy rocker attacks.
Dulacki conceded thar while of neglible impottance
militarily in most instances, rocket arracks on Da Nang
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cate a buried pressure-release tngger in soft dirt or
sand. A few fortunate units acquired electric ordnance
detecrors and used them for the same purpose as the
probe stick Small-unit leaders carefully selected and
trained their point men. Many tried to relieve the
point man every 15 ro 30 minutes in che ficld, befoce
weanness dulled the keen edge produced by mental
fatigue and anxicty.

During 1970, specially trained mune and boobvirap
detccring dogs began accompanying Marine units on
operations. These animals had been raught to find
hidden SFDs by the odor of the explosives in themn
or by the scent of the VC who had planted them. Their
keen heanng often could pick up the vibrations of a
teip wite in the wind; and they could feel a wire rouch-
ing the fur on their chests before running ineo 1, Four-
teen dogs and 18 Manne handlers arrived at Da Nang
on T March and were attached to the 3d MP Bactal-
1on, which then conrrolled all 11l MAF war dogs. The
first dogs went into the ficld on 18 March. By late Au-
gust the number of mine and boobytrap dogs had
grown to 23. When the 3d MP Batalion redeployed,
these animals, with the scout and senery dogs. were
assigned 1o the 1st MP Bautalion3®

Marines in the field found the dogs uscful bur not
infallible. The intense heat of Vietnam ofien caused
the dogs to become facigued and less alert, Occasion-
ally, the dogs tripped boobytraps, and their handlers
somerimes misunderstood or 1gnored the animals’ sig-
nals. Also, as a platoon commander in the 2d Bateal-
ton, st Marines observed: “After several days of
following a dog. you become overconfident in the dog
and vou stay less alert."8 In spite of cheir limirations.
the dogs did provide another set of senses. in some
respects sharpet than those of men. for patrols work-
ing their way through dangerous terrain.

When a patrolling unit found or deronated a
boobyttap, an established emergency procedure was
put into effect. Every Marine froze in position. If the
boobyerap had not gone off, a designaced Marnine. fol-
lowing a search for other nearby SFDs. carefully probed
his way 1o the detected device. atrached plastic explo-
sive o tr. and “blew 1t in place.” The division tepeat-
edly enjoined Manines not to tamper with or tty to
disarm boobytraps. a task reserved for trained en-
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gineers and ordnance disposal teams, but penodical-
ly Manines distegarded these injunctions and pad with
life or imb*?

1f a boobytrap was triggered, especially the grenade
rype. Mannes wete taught (o use the four second de-
lay unless che fuse had been shortened by the VC. be-
tween the tug of the tip wite and the explosion to
drop to the ground. giving themselves a chance o es-
cape somne of the blast and shrapnel. In Company G,
2d Banalion, Ist Marines, which often ran 1nwo
boobyrrapped M26s in tall grass, Sergeant Thomas F
Massey vold his Marines:

when they think they've tnpped 2 boobvirap in rall
grass to wrn around and jump. back in the direcuon they
came from This has been very effecuve 1n quute a fow cases
where guys knew they'd tripped the boobytrap. tuined and
rumped, and they just caught two or threc preces of shrap-
nelin theur lower legs, where it could have been emergeng
medevacs or even worse **

After a boobytrap detonauon, the surviving Mannes
temained in position. An officer explained, “We found
initially that when boobytraps were deronated, his
buddies wanred to go and assist [the casualty) and by
doing so thev would detonate [another! boobytrap,
causing three or four [more] casualtics™® The senior
Marine, wirh the unit corpsman following 1n his foot-
steps, probed his way o the injured man ot men and
adminsstered firse aid. Other members of the uni,
continually probing for more boobyrraps. secured a
landing zone for the medical evacuauon helicopter.
Within 48 hours of hitting a boobyttap, the parent
unit commander was required to send a report to the
division, which included a brief narrauve of the inci-
dent. a description of the prevenrive tactcs used by
the patrol, planned countermeasures to prevent fur-
ther incidents. and recommendations and lessons
learned.

Marine units 1n  heavily boobytrapped
TAORs/TAOISs tried ro vary their methods of opera-
tion to reduce exposure to SFDs while sull accomplish-
ing their mussions For some units. himitavon of
dayume movement and patrolling proved effective for
this purpose. In June 1970 the 2d Bacalion, st Ma-
rines, at the instrucuion of its new commander, Licu-
tenanr Col William G. Leftwich, did most of s

patrolling and ambushing ac night, watching 1s AO



266

by day from static observation posts. Major Grinalds,
then the battalion S-3, explained:

The VCi would put out boobytraps in the day, ahcad of
us. and we hit them, and they'd bnng them in at night so
that their people could get out and roam ar large. So we
took advantage of their concept by moving at rught with
them and avoiding the boobytraps. Then we'd stop during
the day and stay out. The kids and the VCI would warch
us. and we just wouldn't move into a position where they
could lay some boobwtraps either in front of us or behind
u L™

During May, Marines of the 2d Battalion found 22
boobvtraps and unintenuonally set off 30. In July, with
the new concept of operations fully implemented, they
found 20 and detonated 9: and in August they disco-
vered 18 and detonated 14. At the same time, accord-
ing to Grinalds, “we also maintained rhe same level
of contacr . . . and . . . kept the rockets from being
fired."e1

Reducing the patrolling during the daytime led 1o
fewer boobyurap casualties in many units, but there
were tradeoffs accepted. In the heavily populated
lowlands surrounding Da Nang, where VC/NVA
agents continually operated, other commanders ar-
gued that failing to patrol during daylight afforded
the enemy greater opportunity to conduct his busi-
ness and maintain influence over the Vietnamese
populace. Lieutenant Colonel William V. H. White,
who commanded the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines
through the spring of 1970, was convinced that “the
size and nature of the terrain” in the 1st Marines AQ
necessitated extensive daytime patrolling, even if done
with grear caution because of the boobytrap threar:
“ . . there were thousands of persons in the area,
civilians, VC, REs, PFs, ARVN, and others wandering
around by day,” he recalled, “it was necessary o get
out among them to know what was going on.” White
also said that his experience with VC boobytrapping
practices suggested that “only those types of boo-
bytraps which interfered with normal daytime com-
metce were usually removed once placed” Most
important, he contended, like many commanders, that
units could not afford to “stay with one pattern too
long” whether or nor that included dayume patroll-
ing. In short individual commanders were required
to devise ractics which balanced the threat of boo-
bytrap casualtes with their ability to accomplish their
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mission of eliminating the enemy in assigned zreas
of operartion 82

Othet units devised their own expedients to con-
trol their AOs while minimizing boobytrap casualties.
The Sth Marines simply stopped ordinary small-unit
parrolling in known, thickly-mined areas, entering
them only during large-scale, carefully prepared oper-
ations. In the Que Son Valley, in mid-1970, the 7th
Marines began cordoning off VC-dominared hamlets
during the day and then paurolling actively at night.
According to Colonel Detning, the regimental com-
mander, this procedure more effectively restrained ene-
my activity while at the same ume reducing physical
exhaustion and boobyuap casualties among rhe
Marines®?

The 1st Marine Division made extensive efforts to
pass on its hard-won antiboobytrap experience ro new-
ly assigned Marines. During late 1969, Major Wallace
M. Greene 111, of the G-3 staff drew up a compre-
hensive division standing operating procedure (SOP)
for countermine warfare. Greene based his SOP on
“correlation of various references; seminars with
regimental and battalion commanders and their S-3s;
conversations with platoon commanders, platoon ser-
geans, and poinunen; and attendance at the . .. Mine
Warfare and Boobytrap School conducted by the 1st
Engineer Battalion.”® The SOP covered evety aspect
of the problem, from enemy methods and doctrine
1o post-detonation procedures. In addition to promul-
gaung this basic guide, the division issued periodic
bulledins to its subordinate units, informing them
often of new VC techniques and devices and ways of
countering them. Major General Widdecke continu-
ally stressed 1o his commanders the importance of
“detailed indoctrination and frequent reindoctrina-
tion” of all Marines in antiboobytrap methods®s

The division required every infantry barralion to
conduct continuous anri-SFD training, including ex-
ercises on a boobytrap lane. Normally located near the
battalion's headquarters. the boobytrap lanc was a
piece of typical terrain saturated with dummy versions
of the most common SFDs. The 2d Battalion, 1st Ma.
rines set up its lane in "quite a bushy area” near the
combat operarions center. “And there are located there
every conceivable type of boobytrap that we have tun

into . . . . These range from pitfalls . . . the ones ly-
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... If you've been a grunt you know you get to the
point where you just don't give a damn. When you
get to that point you are starting to make mistakes”?!

During 1970, in spite of improving discovery-to-
detonauien ratios, the Ist Marine Division lost 1,868
Marines killed or severely wounded by boobytraps. The
wl! continued into 1971. On 10 January 1971 a CUPP
unit frorn Company G, 2d Batwalion, 5th Mannes and
a QRF platoon from Company E of the same baral-
ion were sweeping a hamler just south of the Ba Ren
Bridge A Marine detonated a boobytrap made from
a 60mm montar shell; the blast wounded two Marines.
The QRF command helicoprer, catrying the bartalion
exccutive officer, Major Cornelius H. Ram, and the
commanders of Companies E and G, landed to pick
up the injured men. Major Ram and Caprain Doug-
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las O. Ford of Company E left the aiscraft to help load
the wounded. As they did so, they set off a second
60mm mortar round SFD, which immediately killed
Captain Ford and monally wounded Major Ram 72

With such inadents fresh in their memoties, Ma-
rines left Quang Nam with the frustrating knowledge
that they had contained, rather than defeated, the ene-
my in the boobytrap war. Brigadier General Simmons,
the assistant division commander, concluded: “The ist
Marine Diviston's strenuous efforts — including troop
indoctrination, land mine warfare school. conrace
teams, and mine and boobytrap dogs— did not solve
the problem. The best we can conclude.” he said, “is
thar these efforts greatly reduced whar might have
been the casualty figures if they had not been
vigorously pursued.””3
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CHAPTER 13
THE MARINES LEAVE DA NANG

Operations in Southern Quang Nam, 1-13 Apal 1971
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6. 1st MAW ComdHist 70-71, ch. III, p. 3.

7. Events of this operation can be followed in detail in 2/1 8-2 Oper-
atonal Journal, Operarion Scott Orchard, 8-11Apr71, in 2/1 ComdC,
1-14Apr71. Thus account s also based on: FMFPac, MarOpsV, Mar-
Apt7i, pp. 7-8; HI MAF ComdC, 1-14Ape71, p. 8; Ist Mar ComdC,
1-14Apr7L; 1711 ComdC, 114 Apt71; HML-367 ComdC, 1-14Apr71;
Co. A, 1st Recon Bn, ComdC. 1-14Apr7l. Patrol Repons for Teams
Stone Pit, Achilles Roadtest, Lynch Law, and Ice Bound.

8. CGlstMarDiv msg ro CGILIMAF, dtd 10Apr?1, and msg to st
Mar, ded 14Apr71. in IstMarDiv Jnl File, 1-14Apr71; 1st Mar ComdC,
1-M4Apr7Y, pu. II-C, pp. 1-2; 3/1 ComdC, 1-14Apr7Y, pr. I 1411
ComdC, 1-14Apt71, pt. I1; CG23dInfDiv msg to Subordinate Com-
mands did 10Apr71. Box 23, Folder 25. RG 319 (72A 6443); 196th
Bde SiReps, 5-6Apr71, 11-12Ap171, 12-13Apr71; CGUSARV msg
to [l FForeeV and CGXXIV Corps, did 30Mat7), Bax 235, Folder
24, RG 319 (72A 6443).

Activation and Operations of the 3d Manne Amphibious Bagade

Thas secuon draws heavily on: 3d MAB Plannng Notehook in
1stMarDiv Documents, hereafter cited 2s 3d MAB Notebook; and
Armstrong Debrief.

9 LrGen Jones, msg to LrGen Robertson, info MajGen Wilson, did
Skeb71, HQMC Message Files.

10. BGen Edwin H. Simmons memo to C/S I MAF, Subj: 3d MAB
Planning Staff. ded 24Feb71. 3d MAB Notebook; see also LeCol
J. C. Love memo to G-3. IstMarDiv, Suby: Activation of 3d MAB
Hq, did 3Fb71 3d MAB Notecbook.

11. CGITMAF msg. did 27FebT1, quoted in C/S, 3d MAB, Memo
for the Record. Subj: Weekly Acuivitics Summary, dtd 8Mar?1; C/S
3d MAB, Memo for the Rexord. Subyj: 11T MAF Cootdinating Con-
ference, did 6Mar71; C/S 3d MAB, Memo for the Record, Subj:
3d MAB Planning Staff Meeting of 10Mar71, dtd 11Mar71; C/S 3d
MAB, Memo for the Record. Subj: Mecting with Haadquaners Com-
mandanes of 11l MAF 1siMarDiv, and 3d MAB, did 11Mar71; LiCol
J. C. Love memo to G-3. IstMarDrv, Subj: Lst MAW Integration
into 3d MAB. did 5Feb71; all these documents are in 3d MAB
Notebook.

12. BGen Edwin H. Simmons, USMC (Ret.), conversation with
author. 25Aug?6; CGFMFPac msg, ded 15Mar71. quoted in C/$
3d MAB memo to CG IIl MAF. Subj: Weekly Activities Summary,
dd 22Mar71, 3d MAB Notebook.

13. The Simmons quonaton 15 from BGen Edwin H. Simmons
memo to CGFMFPac, Subj- Dcbriefing, Vietnam Service
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4™ The first quotation  11vm Capt Dennis ) Anderson. 2/1 Boo-

bvurap intvws; the sccomd o trom Col Flovd H Waldrop. debnef-

ing at FMFPac, 19Aug™0 lape 4926 (Oral HistColl. MCHC),

hereafter Waldop Debnet the third s from Cpl Ted L LeMay.

H&Fi2/1 Boobyuap imvwe

38 May Dale D Dorman 21 Boobyirap intvws, consulvalso 1sils

Burion | Cohen. Gi2:1 lwmbytrap intves

49 Grinalds Debrief, consult also SgtJames G Ingall. G/2/1 Boo-

bytrap intvws, and Ma; Dale D. Dorman, 2i1 Boobytrap intvws.

50. The following account ol this incident ts drawn from 55g1 Theo-

mas G Ruager, H/219 Bovlwirap intvws, and Sth Mas Jnl, 22Apr70.

in Sth Mar ComdC. Ape™o

31 CGlstMarDiv msg w PtnbList. ded 20Aug™0. in Leadership

& Disapline Notebook. inMarDiv Documents

52 Sgt William Stanley. 11&F/2/1 Boobytrap intvws, other com-

ments on morale and 1acin al effects are Grinalds Transcnpe, pp

124-12%. and $8gt Thomas G. Ringer, H/2/5 Boobyirap intvws.

3. Capt Dennis] Anderwn, 2/1 Boobytrap intvws. 2/1 ComdC,

Jun7o. pts Il and i Sec ! 7 Jnl. 28May”0. 1~ ComdC, May?0,

for indications of Magine ~uspicion abour the onigins of ordnance

childten were rurning 1n

34. Capt Dennis ). Anderwn. 2/1 Boobyrrap intves

5% 1stMarDiv Mine/Bootwtrap SOP: 3d MP Bn ComdC, Mar70,

p. 4; 3d MP Bn Briefing tst MP Bn ComdC. Aug™0. p 3.

%6 2dL1 James R Lindhoimi. G/2/1 Boobytrap intvws. for an in-

stance of a dog tipping 1 tnwbytrap, see 1st MP Bn ComdC. Mar1.
17

lﬁ)‘,’ CGlstMarDiv msg 1o WMarDiv, Suby. Boobytrap Inadent, did

4Dec70. IstMarDiv Jnl Fue. 1-11Dec?0. 15 2 ypical injuncrion to

Matines not to tamper wuth boobytraps or try to disarm them, in-

cluding an account of the most fecent example of 2 Manine ignor-

ing this advice.

8. Sgt Thomas F Mawer. G/2/1 Boobytrap mtvws; IstMarDiv

Mine: Boobywrap SOP

59. Capt Dennis . Anurron, 2/1 Boobvrap intvws,

60. Grinalds Transcnipt. pp 123-124.

61 Grinalds Debnef; 2 + ComdC, May, Jun. Jul. and Aug?o.

62. Col William V H W hite. comments on draft ms, §Jul83 (Viet-

nam Comment File)

63 Waldrop Debrief sum~ up the acuviues of the 3th and Tth

Mannes.

64 Ma) Wallace M Greenwe 111 “Countermeasures against Munes

and Booby Traps”” Marx. Corps Gazeite, Dec69. pp 31-32.

6% CGlstMarDiv msg t Distriblist, ded 20Aug™0, in Leadership

& Disaipline Notebook ~tMarDw Documents

66 Ma) Dale D Dorin. 2/1 Boobytrap inrvws  1stMarDav

Mine/ Boobytrap $OP sur up trasnuing duties of unit commanders

67 This account of the < owol's acuvites. including the quoranons.

1s based on 1stMarDiv Puoa Affaurs Office. Release No 1069-70.

did 170ct70. also FMFPae MarOpsV, Dec™0. pp. 76-77. and

IstMarDiv Command Intecmauon Summary. Dec70. did 12Jan?1.

G-3 Overview. in Narrainc Notes70 Notebook. IstMarDiv Docu-

ments: hereafter 1stMarl ComdlnfSum, Dec™0: and 1st Engineer

Bn ComdC. Jan~™0 throwzz Marvl

68 1Ist Engineer Bn Cor-al- Aug™0. p 1. G0 pis Il and L

Feb™1. pr. I Mar™i. = i Co A, Ist Engincer Bn ComdC,

14-30Apr71

69. \stMarDiv Comdln:iom. Dec?0, stMarDiv G-3 Overview,

Mar?l. did 31Mar1. 1n <MarDiv Command Informarion Note-

book, Marl, 1stMarDn Dwcuments

VIETNAMIZATION AND REDEPLOYMENT

"0 The account of this incident 1s aken from 1stMarDi Press
Release No 115270, ded 22 Nov™0. and 2/5 Jnl. 220ct™0, in 243
ComdC. Ca "0

"1 Nikerson Transcript, p 3% For an example of conunuing divi-
ston exhortauons to Mannes 1o take basic precauuons, see laMarDi,
DwO 10126 1D, Suby The Weanng or Carrying of Individual Com-
bat Equipment. did 25 Dec70. in lsiMarDiv ComdC, DecT0. tab
B-21.

=2 FPor the 1970 casualty figures. see IstMarDiv ComdInfSum,
Dec™0: for the 10)an’1 inadent. see [If MAF ComdC, JanT1. p
iL. IstMarDw ComdC. Jan™1. p 18. and 2/9 Jnl. 10JanT1. 10 2/5
ComdC. Jan~1

*3. Simmons Debref

PART V
Supporting the Troops

CHAPTER 15
FIXED-WING AIR OPERATIONS, 1970-1971

Unless otherwise noted. informauon in this chapter 15 raken from
FMFPac. MarOpsV. Jan+0. May-Jun7l, MACV ComdHusts, 70 and
*1. 15t MAW ComdCs, Jan70, 1-14Ape71; 1st MAW ComdHist; and
LiGen Keith B. McCurcheon, “"Manne Aviation in Vietnam,
1962-1970." in History and Museums Division, HQMC, The Ma-
rimes 1n Viernam 1954-1973 (Washington, DC,: GPO, 1974), pp.
162-195. hereafter cited as McCurcheon, “Aviation in Vietnam " Ex-
vensive material also has been drawn from McCurtcheon Papers and
from MajGen Alan ). Armstrong, File of Papers Relaung o Ay
Ground Relationships. 1969-1970. MCHC, hercafter cired as Atm-
stong Ait/Ground Fike  The following interviews and debriefings
from the Oral History Collection, History & Museumns Division have
been used extensively: LiGen Keith 8. McCurcheon intvw, 22Apr71,
hereafrer McCutcheon Transcript: MajGen Alan | Armstrong.
debrniefing a1 EMFPac. 29Jun”1. Tape 3010. hereafter Armsirong
Debnef. and intvw. 295ep™3 and 20073, hereafter Armstrong Tran-
scnipt. MajGen Willlam G Thrash. debriefing at FMFPac, 2Jul70.
Tape 4830, hereafter Thrash Debrnef. and Col Richard H Rainforth
debniefing at FMFPac, 20Aug?0. Tape 4927. hereafier Rainforth
Debnef

1st MAW Organizauoa. Strength, and Deploymeni

All informauon on 1st MAW surength. organizaton. and loca-
tions 15 taken from appropnate issues of FMFPac. MarOpsV. and
the 1st MAW ComdCs

I MACY ComdHust. 70, [ ch. 6. p 1

? Col Roberr L. LaMar debriefing at FMFPac. 26Jun7o. Tape 4852.
Oral HistColl, MCHC), hercafier LaMar Debrief

3 BGen Leo ) Dulacki, debnefing at FMFPac. Jun™0. Tape 4833,
{Oral HisiColl, MCHC).

4. MayGen George S Bowman, Jr.. lur 1o MajGen McCutcheon. did
23Dec69. Box 10, McCurcheon Papers.

5. MajGen Willam G. Thrash, 1st MAW Bnefing for Gen Leonard
E Chapman, Jr.. drd 10)anT0. Armstrong Air/Ground File, here-





