


Volumes in the Marine Corps 
Vietnam Series 

US. Marines in Vietnam. 1954·1964. The Advim'] and Combat 
AJIistonce Era, 19~~ 

US. Man'nes in Vietnam. 1%5. The umding and the Buildup, 1978 

US. Marines in Vietnam. 1%6, An Expondiftg lfl:Ir. 1982 

US. MmifteJ ift Vietnam. ]967. FIghting the North Vietnamese, 1984 

In Preparation 

Us. Marines in VIClf/am, janutl,]·May 1%8 

U.S. Manner in Vietnam, june-December 1968 

US. Mariner in Vietnam, 1969 

US. Marines in Vietnam, 1971-]973 

US. Man'nu in Vietnam, /973·1975 

Funroooal Histories Series 

Chaplaim with Man'nes in Viet"am, 1962·1971. 198~ 

An,holoKf and Bibliog"'phy 

The MarinCI i" Vietnam, 1954·1973, An Anthology o"d Annowed Bibliography. 
1974; revised second edition, 1985 

Librar), of Congress Card No. 77·604776 

USMC PCN 190 00309S 00 



t 
N 

t 

DUBOIS SQUARE 

• 

lYON VAllEY 

• 

Quang Nam 

• CATAWBA FALLS RiPlEY CENTER. 

~lE1NAMJZATION AND REDEPWYMENT 

South 
China 
Sea 

Marine Operations 
July-October 1970 

". ( 



D('p2nmcm of DefenSt' Photo (CSMC} A 1\)4:'34 

LCpl LeIkIJ A. Raborn of Ihe I¥"Jr Dog PIJloon, lSi 
,\lP Ball.llOTllS Jholkn lO/llh Seoul Dog .'izek 11'1 Oper· 
,;111011 lmpen.JI uke st.Jrchmg for enem), c.JcheJ. 

my there whtle helicopters deployed all four compa· 
nIes of the 2d Bamdlon, -:th Marine!. IOta l2 separare 
landmg lOne'S, ~stabhshtng a cordon Mound presumed 
eoemy io<aooos. The lofanny companies would then 
dw.e rhe ";>..'VAtVC IOro rhe (ente'!. Dlrecdy suppOrt­
mg (he battalion. [he 4.2·joch Monar Bartery of (he 
;d Battalion, 11th Mannes would estabhsh a firebase 
on Hill 84~, and the lst Pia lOon, Company D, ist 
Rc-(onnalssance Battalion would ser up three obserya­
(Jon postS surrounding the opcration aIea Simulrane­
ous with the Stan of Impeflal Lake', rwo batralions of 
the) 1st ARVN Regiment 9.'Ould begin operations in 
the Que Sons south and east of the 2d BattalIOn. 'th 
~bflnes 10 

JUSl after mIdmght Dn .H ."\ugus •. ten battcnes" 

• ft;r ::IJltCl:~' ,O'l.)!H·;:: .... ,,(t O.l'!(':,("' (, c! .If,,::;.li ' .: l\. 

L ~nd,\t<>1411.£2nd\\ \ISSS'01~ II HH·~ .. !"·!fHhil,J¥tH'('; 

BJl :("fI 1-1. 2nd Iht' ;d I-'hr.rtl (fur B.nler. i. I 

coo(dm~Hed by llcutenant Colonel DKkey's 3d Bar­
talton. 11th Marines opened fire m onc of (he largest 
single preparatOry bombardments delivered by Marine 
gunners In Vlctnam and cenainly the lacgcS( of the 
war fot the 11th Marines. From FSB, Ross .nd Ryder. 
from LZ BaldI'. from .'n Hoa. and from Hdl 65. 
W5mm and i55mm hOWitzers, ~-inch howHlers. and 
]-)mm guns for SIX hour.s famed shells on 53 sden· 
ed targets in the Que Sons Thcse targees had been 
chosen on the basis of Informanon from [he 1st Ma­
nne Dn·islOn and -th Manne~ !ntellIgence staffs, and 
[he J.f1dkrymen (arefull~ haJ prep.iCcd a fire pian for 
each. B~· 06 ... ). when the bumb..udmem rnded, the 
bane£les had thrown 13.488 shells - a ta(al weight of 
5Qmc -40.000 pounds of meral- HHO the Que Sons. 
Two hours of fixc-d -wing aIr smke, fl.lUowcd In which 
65 wn~ of orcirunce were ddncred I: The -rh Manne: 
(ommancier. Colvnd PlehL v..rlL' Lh~ rCLommended 
a far shoner preparanon. years Liter !cLaJled !ts effect:! 
"1 believe on!\' one or ["1;\.'0 enem~ b{)dlc~ v>'ere found" 
although admJttedlv man\' mav have been scaled up 
in the numerous (aves In the area ":.: .i.t 09{)O, the first 
flights of CH-465 and CH·~js e.rmng the assaol, 
trOOps dropped tnW peedeslgnaled landmg zones 13 

:\,cordlng to plan. the 2d Battalion command post 
and fWO platOons (four 4.2-inch mortars) of Banery 
W, 3d Bamlion, lith Marines took posillon on Hill 
B4~. wdenamed LZ Vulture. South ofVuirute, Com· 
pany E deployed LO form (he 5OU(hwes[ Side of the cor, 
don while Compan) H filled in to the nOIlh and 
Company F closed rn from the east Compam G. held 
in reserve during the initial assault. landed two hours 
after (he other companies (0 complere the ring on the 
sourhcasr Outing thl~ firsr dJ.~ of the operation. the 
(Qmpanlt'~ mJ.de flu wman .... I~h the enemy 

For the next four days. lleUtem.nt Colonel Albers 
maneuvered hIS Marines south, ease and north of 
Landing Zone Vulrure, guided by lOformaLion from 
the regimemallnttlligence Staff He cormnually tried 
to posi[lon hiS companies so the\ (.QuId qUlck1\" en­
velop 'Any hostlic force discovcred and prevem II from 
breaking (oman;~ 

On ~ Sep[cmber. In a ravine ncar LZ Vulture. the 
;\iarines finally trapped an enem~' unt!o emmated brer 
w have b~en 30· ~O Sorrh \'Jetnamese Company E. 
~wee'plr:g (O\\·arci the southeast. .. dung the raVIne, had 
a mao v.ouoded while chasing J iune :-""\'1\ lOW a cave' 
~'hl:n a heit(Opter (arne In to nacuatc (he wounded 
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bushes and mamralned obscrvatlon posts our:sldc the 
boundancs of (he varjou~ tnstaUarions. and It assist~d 
South Vietnamcse securicy forces guarding smneg1C 
bridges.' 

Also located in the DVA. the )d Mill,ary Police Bar· 
ralion. under Lieutenant Colonel Charles F.mian. as­
sisred ,he lst Banalion in security cffom. Thc 3d 
Battalion. in addition to furnishing war dogs for the 
1st !>-Ianne Division, provided guards for the III MAF 
Correctional Faciliry. staffed ,he 1lI MAF Criminal In­
vestigation Department (CID). and 1:omributed a 
~O·man MP connngem '0 the I: S :\rmed Fore", PolICe 
,AFPI m Da Nang. Mannes from rhlS AFP detach· 
ment protected the U.S. Consulate In Da !'lang and 
helped guard rhe POW ward at rhe US. Army 95rh 
Evacuation Hospital.·· 

On lO Augusr. as the 3d MP Battalion prepared for 
redeplovmenr in Keystone Roblll Alpha. rhe I;r MP 
Bacralion assumed comrol of the Marine war dog rcams 
and also took over the 3d Battalion's se(unty respon· 
sibiliries in the DVA. The 1st Banalion. now under 
ueutenam Colonel Newell T Donahoo, who had 
relieved ueurenant Colonel Thomaidis on 2 June, fur· 
nished guards for rhe former HI MAF brig. whrch 
passed under Army comrol on 10 August. Com pan; 
A of the 1st MP B.mhon provided the AFP detach­
mems. adrmnisrcred the dog force. and manned ,he 
!II MAP CID. The 1St MP Battalion initially was sched­
uled for redeployment in lare 1970. and by mid· 
August III MAP had completed plans to replace ir with 
a provIsional defense battallon consisting of one MP 
company and a rifle company from the IS( Battalion. 
5th Maline>. With the delay of Marine redeployments. 
III MAF scrapped this plan and rerained the entil< 
1st MP Battalion. which in fact became one of the last 
Manne ground units to stand down.:!> 

Throughour 1970 and ealll 19" I. 1st MP Battalion 
Mannes. who were nOt detaIled to the Armed rorces 
Police or other special assignments. PUt In an average 
of 21 houts per week on da\' watch and 24 on night 

-Lrml I }.lou:tJ) IIJ~O. [h<: comm.lnd<:J of !he ,.1 MP B,uu . .hon 

had the- a.dd/CIonal due\" of iii ~t"F P(M)i! Marsha.l A! such, he 

h.ld opC't;loomu conuo! of the L'.s !\mled rorcn Poll(e III 0. :\1Og 
On ! )<tou:uy. l. $("pante III M:\F PfO\'OH ~librshal v.u w~ned on 
!ht" MAF m.ff. apm "'ltn opet;luoo.u !.onrroi of tbe AFP On " 
Mmh l'ro.:.iS pUl of the HI M .... F x...xr\' Corp. euh:lOge of rokl. 
XXI\ Corps look opcnoonai coou,J) of the .... fF. to "'hKh tne M.l 
I1nehol"woued IO'Lomnoo!(";a u.)Otlngt'"nt ot'MP<; Lot:tr on I" lune 
!9~O" ~he t,{Hth MJilla.J"} Fohn: B<tl::.l.hon L' S .... rm' ,00k O(K'f;,t· 

tlonal wnuol 01 the AFP under x...XI\' Corps ,d MP Sr. (.omdC 
jan~O Mar"·O. Jun~O 
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watch The~' spent another eighe houn on pauoJs and 
ambushes and manned portions of the Da Nang 
pcrimerer for another 48 hours. In July 1970. a typi· 
cal month. the battalion Calricd out 280 fire team and 
)0 squad daytime patrols and 300 fire team and 113 
squad night ambushes. made 31 river patrols. and 
manned 62 squad combat outposts. The battalion also 
conducu:d one multi.company operation. Of [he to· 

tal of 836 small·unit attivities. the battalion conducted 
627 with South Vietnamese forces. None of these oper· 
anom prodw:cd SIgnificant enemy contact. The f~ 
acuoru tha( did occur were confined to bnd exchangt~ 
of fire Of an occasIOnal grenade thrown at a passing 
Marine parrol.a 

Each month dements of the battalion took pan 10 

sweeps and (ardon and search operauons to (oopera" 
tion with Vietnamese Regional and Popular roKes" na 
tlOnaJ polLee. and with reactIOn forces from other C.s 
commands in the OVA. These operations rarel~ 
flushed out any NYA or VC but they produced a 
steady haul of suspccted VCL RVN AF deserters and 
American military personnel who were off limits Of 

absent Without leave wefe also frequendy taken into 
(ustody. During August, for aample, companie5 of 
the IS! MP Battalion participated in 10 seatches. ap­
prehending 16 VCI. 3~ ARVN deserters. 2 U.s. Armr 
soldiers. a Marine. and a u.s. Navy sailor. 

Worlung with troops and police from Da Nang Spe· 
Clal Sector. the Marine MPs cracked down on the drug 
peddlers and prostitutes thar inbred the city On Ie 
13. and 14 OCtOber. elements of Company B joined 
Vietnamese authorities in a series of raids on hideouts 
in downtown Da Nang. The MPs and police se.led 
caches of drug,. and arrested 21 Mannes and five LS 
Arm~' >aldiers. all of whom wen: turned o .... cr IO tnt 

Atmcd Forces Pollee and charged with belng 1n un· 
authonzed areas. They also apprehend<,d r prust!­
tUfes and rwo VC suspects. 

The enemy in the DVA consiSTed mosrly of \-,c( 
Cong tcrrorists. sappers. and poliricaJ agitators ""hI.' 
usually operated 10 groups of rhree to five Br effn· 
rive securlty measures. III MAF prevented sapper ai 
racks on the .ufidds durtng 1970 and carly 19-1. bur 
rerrorism still took a steady toU of AroeneLn and South 
Vietnamese lives and propert~'. DuringJul~' l(ro. lDr 
","""pic. three civilians were lulled and 2 CS. ~!arrne;. 
1) AR\~ soldiers, 6 natlonai polIcemen, and 1-1 
C{VilW15 were tOiured tn 10 separate terronst In(ldtm~ 
in October. Navy Intelligence' reponed that cn<'Jr.\ 
sappcrs were planning to aftack the l,;S Consuiate II; 
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Dcpanmt:nt of lKkruc Photo (USMCI AS0040t 

Manne Cpl Gavrn R. LebIlS, left. holds Ihe lelllh on his Iemry dog "Max" 111111 while 
Sgl Ted I Ryan. Jr .• mllzzleI hiI dog "Cae14r" before bOl"dmg a Marine CH-5 3 helicop· 
ter. The men and dogs are /rom Ihe Sentry Dog Plaloon. 3d Mtlilary Police &lIaiion. 

Da Nang. The 1st MP Battalion temporarily doubled 
its guard furce at the consulate, but no attack took 
place. Communi" harassment of the DVA declined 
in rhe last month, of 1970. partly as a result of severe 
floods. bur gradually increased again in early 1971. 

Viet Cong terrorism sometimes (ook unusual forms. 
During Masch 1971. for instance. the MP battalion 
received tcportS of "female VC operating in Da Nang 
in the role of prostitutes with the intention of spread­
ing VD to American and Korean officials. These VC 
lVere also reported to have been caIrying small 
weapons with the intention of assassinating clients." 
These ladies of the evening. if in facr they emred, 
claimed no known victims. bur orher young female 
Viet Cong we,. active in Da Nang. The MP, helped 
to break up a cell of 15- to IS-year-old VC girls who 
had been blowing up allied military vehicles wirh 

bombs made from soda cans filled with plastic ex­
plosive. 1 

Rockets anacks were the greatest Communist threat 
to the DV A. but their effect during 1970 and 1971 
was morc political and psychological than milirary. 
The III MAF Chief of Staff, Brigadier General Leo J. 
Dulacki. observed: 

11u:y 'ut~ didn't lnfllct much damage on U~ I uUf'k 
they were pretty dAmn pOOl wht'o you ulU"ider what HH:y 

(ould have done. lm~mt' w number of :tmmunirion 
dumps, the number of fuel depots and wh.n-have,yoo w(' 

h.d ><attcred :ill 0\'('1 . If you had givcn me ;t touple 
of Marine squads I couM have: nised holy hell. by Just 

planting a rocket or 01 monar tn th( right pb.ce at the: nght 
time. " 

Looking back at rhe effects of enemy rocket attacks. 
Dulaclci conceded thar while of neglible impottanc< 
miliwily in most instances, rocket anacks on Da Nang 

.. 
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cate a buned prtssuf<.,dease Ulgger tn sofr dlCt 0' 
sand. :\ few fortunarc unm acquired dewic ordnance 
derecrors and used them for the same purpose as the 
probe stick Small·unit leaders carefully selected and 
named their pomt men, Many tried to relieve the 

poim man every 15 ro 30 minures in rhe field. before 
weartness dulled rhe keen edge produced by mental 
fatigue and anXH:ty. 

During 19"0. spwally trained mme and boobvrrap 
detecting dogs began accompanying Marine units on 
operations. These animals had been <aught to find 
hidden SFDs by ,he odor of the explosives in them 
or bv the SCem of the VC who had planred them. Their 
keen heating often could pick up the vibra,ions of a 
trip wire in the wind; and ,hey could feel a wire [Ouch· 
109 the- fur on their chestS before running imo It. fuur~ 
teen dogs and 18 Marine handlers arrived at Da Nang 
on ~ March and were attached to the 3d MP Banal. 
lOn. which rhen conrrolled all 1lI MAf war dogs. The 
first dogs wenl IncO rhe field on 18 March. By late Au· 
gUst the number of mme and boobylfap dogs had 
grown lO 23. When the 3d MP Barcalion [<deployed. 
chese animals. with che s<our and scmry dogs. were 
asSIgned co rhe 1st MP B.nalion·· 

Marines in the field found rhe dogs useful bUI not 
mfallible. The mlense hear of Viernam often caused 
rhe dogs to become f.rigued and less alert. OccasIOn· 
ally. the dogs tripped booby[[aps, and rheir handlers 
somerimes misunderstOod or ignored the animals' sig· 
nals Also. as a platoon commander m rhe 2d Battal· 
ion. :st Marines observed; "Afrer several days of 
following. dog. you become overcon!idem in the dog 
and you stay less alcn."!'o In spite of {heif limirations. 
rhe dogs did prondc anorher set of senses. in some 
respects sharper than those of men. for patrols work­
mg thea way through dangerous terrain. 

Whon a pauoilmg unit found or deronacod a 
boob\'tr.p. an established emergenc), procedur< was 
pUl into effect. Every Marine froze in position. If the 
boobyrr:!p had nO! gone off, a deSlgna«d Mallne. fol· 
lowing a search for ",her nearby SFD,. carefullv probed 
hlS wa~ to che dctcncd dencc, arrached plasric explo­
SJve to It, and '>blc'\\ ![ in place"" The dlVJSlon repear· 
edl~ enjoined Mannes nor to tamper with or tty to 
disarm boobyuaps. a (ask reserved for trained en-

glneers and ordnance disposal teams. bur period,,>.!. 
ly Marines disregarded these injunctions and p;ud WIth 
life or lrmb" 

If a boobyrrap was rrigge«d, espCCl>.!ly the grenade 
rype, Mannes were taught co usc the four second de­
lay unless the fuse had been shortened b), the vc. be· 
twecn the tug of the trip wire and the explOSIOn to 

drop to the ground. givtng themselves a chance ro es­

cape some of the bias! and shrapnel. In Com pan\" G. 
2d BattalIOn. lst !o.larmes. which often ran lOra 

boobyrrapped M26s in tall grass. Sergeant Thomas F. 
Massey told his Marines 

when (hey !nmk tht"}',,~ :tipped a boolna<lp m (<il! 

gr2$S to turn .arQund ~od jump, baCK m the: dlfe(UOO the:; 
came: from Thl~ has bt-eo very d1e{'uve in qUlt{' ~ f("'il> casts 
wh{'te guys !woo rhey'd [fIppe:d the: boobyttap. mined :iUld 
Jumped. wd they lUSt caught two or 1bre~ pH.'re, of sh~p, 
nd In the:1f lower legs, whue: n could ha .. e ~n t"mt"rgenC) 
mtdCV7l(~ or MI('n worse"' 

After a booby trap detonatlOn, the surviVing Maiines 

temained in posItion. An officer explained. 'We found 
initially that when boobyrraps were deronated. hIS 
buddies wanred to go and assist I [he casualty J and bv 
doing so rhey would detonate I anorher; boob"rap. 
caUSIng three or four [more] GI.5uahies."!;9 The S(:n1or 

Manne, with the Uflj[ corpsman following 10 his foO(­

steps. probed his way to rhe injured man or men and 
adminisrered fim aid. Orher members of the uni,. 
conrinu>.!I)· probing for more boobyrraps. secured a 
landing zone for the medicaJ eVacuation helicoprer. 

Wi,hln 48 hours of hitting a boobyuap, the parem 
unit commander was required TO send a report to Ihe 

diviSIOn. which jnduded a bud narrauve of the InCl­

dem. a description of {he prevenuve tanKS used by 
the patrol. planned countermeasures to pn:\'ent fur­

ther incidems. and recommendacions and lessons 

learned. 

Marine unHS In heavily boob)uapped 
TAORsiTAOls tried ro vary ,heir methods of opera· 
cion to reduco exposure to SFDs while sull accompli.<h. 
109 [heir mISSIOns For some units, hmHatlOn of 

dayume movemcnt :md parrolling proved cffe<:tI'K for 

'hIS purpose InJune 1970 the 2d Battahon, lSI ~Ia· 

rines, at the iostrucoon of its new commander, Leu­

[enane Col Wilham G. leftwIch. dId most of 1t5 

patrolling and ambushing at night. warchmg ItS AO 
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by day from static ob""v:nion posts. Major Grinalds, 

then the banalion 5·3, explained' 

Tht vel WQuld pUt out boobrUiilpS In me: aa.j;, :.iliead of 
w. wd we hit tht::m, <lod rhe:y'd bnng rht::m in at night so 
,hat meir ~oplC' could get out and roam at l2.tgt. So ~ 
took adV21ltagt of their coru:cpt ~. mavlng at rugh( with 
them .nd avoiding me boo~'r:lps. Then ~'d nop during 
the: day .and star out. The kids and me VO would warch 
us. and ~ iWI wouldn't mCl\"r mto a posilion where they 
wulti ltv some boo~tr.l~ eithrt in front of us or ~hind 
us .M 

During May. Marine, of the 2d Battalion fuund 22 
boobrtraps and unintentionally "'t off 30. In July, with 
the new concept of operations fully implemented, they 
found 20 and detOnated 9; and in August they disco· 
vered 18 and detOnated 14. At the same time, accord. 
ing to Grinalds. """, also maintained rhe same level 
of comaer . . . and . . . kept the rockets from being 
fired,"e! 

Reducing the patrolling during the daytime led to 

fewer booby trap casualties in many units, but the", 
were tradeoff, accepted. In the heavily popul>ted 
lowland, surrounding Da Nang. where VCINVA 
agents continually operated. other commanders ar· 
gued that failing to patrol during daylight afforded 
the enemy greater opportunity to conduct his busi· 
ness and maintain influtnce over the Vitrnamtsc 
populace. I..ieutenant Colonel William V. H. White. 
who col1llUanded the 2d Baltalion, 1st Marine, 
through the spring of 1970, was convinced that "the 
,ize and nature of the terrain" in the Ist Marines AO 
necemtated c:xtensi", daytime patrolling. even if done 
with great caurion because of the boobyuap threat: 

" .. there "",re thousands of persons in the area. 
civilians. Vc. RFs, Pi's. ARVN. and orhe" wandering 
around by day." he recalled. "it was necessary to get 
OUt among them to know what was going on." White 
also said that his experience with VC boobyrr.pping 
pracrices suggested that "only those rypes of boo· 
byuaps which interfered wirh normaJ daytime com· 
mertt were usually rtmoved once placed." Most 

important, he contended. like many commande", that 
units could not affurd to "Slay wirh one pattern (00 

long" ... herher or nor that included daytime pauoU· 
ing. In ,horr individuaJ commande" we'" required 
to devis< tactics which balanced the threat of boo­

"'·trap casualties with their abiliry to accomplish their 

\~ETNAMlZAll0N lIND REDEPIDYMENT 

missJon of diminating (he enemy in assigned areas 
of operation.$~ 

Orber units devi",d their own expedients to con· 
Irol their AOs while minimizing boobytrap casuaJties. 
The ~th Marines ,imply Slopped ordinary ,mall· unit 
patrolling to known, thickly.mined areas. emering 

them only during large.scale. carefully prepared oper· 
ations. In the Que Son VaJley. in mid·1970. the ith 
Marines began cordoning offVC-dominated hamlets 
during the day and then patrolling actively at night. 
According to Colonel Deming. the regimental com· 

mander, this procedure more effi-cti.ely remained ene· 
my activity while at the same time reducing physical 
exhaustion and boobyuap casuaJries among rhe 
Marines,a:! 

The 1st Marine Division made extensive efforts to 
pass on its hard·won anti booby trap experience ro new· 
Iy assigned ~arines. During late 1%9. Major WaJlace 
M. Greene Ill. of the G·; staff drew up a compre· 
hensive division standing operating procedure (SOP) 
for coumermine warf.re. Greene based his SOP on 
"corrdation of v.uIOUS references: st"minars with 
regimental and baltalion commanders and their 5.;5; 

conversations with platoon commanders. platoon ser­
geanrs. and poinunen; and attendance at the ... Mine 
Warfare and Booby trap School conducted by the 1st 
Engineer Battalion ..... The SOP covered every aspect 

of the problem. from enemy methods and doctrine 
to post.detonation procedures. In addition to promul· 
gating this basic guide, the division issued periodic 
bulletins to irs subordinate units. informing them 
often of new VC techniques and devices and ways of 
countering them. Major General Widdecke cominu· 
ally messcd to his commanders the importance of 
"detailed indoctrination and frequem reindoctrina· 
tion" of all Marines in amiboobyuap methods."' 

The division required every infantry battalion to 

conduct continuous anr'·SFD training. including ex­
ercises on a boobycrap Jane. Normally loc.ltd near the 
battalion's headquarters. the boobyuap lane was a 

piece of typical terrain saturated with dummy ",rsions 
of the most common SIDs. The 2d BattaJion. 1st Ma· 

rines "" up its lane in "quite a bushy area" near the 
comb>! operarions cemer. "And there axe located there 
every conceivable type of booby trap that we have tun 
into .... The", range from pitfall •... the ones Iy· 
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, If you'", bten • grunt you know you get to the 
point where you juSt don't give a damn, When you 
get to (hat point you are starting [Q make mistakes."? I 

During 1970. in spite of improving discovery-to. 
detonation ratios, the 1st Marine Division los, 1.868 
Marines killed ot severely wounded by bool:",U11PS, The 
wll continued intO 197L On 10 January 1971 a CUPP 
urut from Company G. ld Battalion. 5th Marines and 
• QRF platoon from Company E of the same battal· 
ion were sweeping a hamlet juse south of the B. Ren 
Bndge A Marine deronated a boobyrrap made from 
a 60mm monar shell, the blast wounded r:wo Marine<, 
The QRF command helicopter. carrying the baualion 
executi", officer. Major Cornelius a Ram. and the 
commanders of Companies E and G, landed to pick 
up the injured men, Major Ram and C.ptain Doug. 

V1ETNAMIZATION AND REDEPLOYMENT 

las 0, furd of Comp.ny E left the aircraft to help load 
the wounded, As the)' did so. they set off. second 
60mm monar round SFD. which immediately killed 
Captain furd and monally wounded Major Ram." 

With such incidents fresh in their memories, M.· 
rines left Quang Nam with the frum.ting knowledge 
that they h.d contained. rather than dd<ated. the ene· 
my in the boobytIap war, Brigadier General Simmons . 
the assistant division commander. coneluded: "The 1st 
Marine Division's srrenuous efforu - induding [roop 
indocrrinarion. land mine warfare school. coman 
teams. and mine and boobytr.p dogs- did not sol"" 
the problem, The btsr we can conclude:' he said. "is 
that these effims greatly reduced what might have 
bten the casualry figures if they had not bten 
vigorously pursuCd."73 

.. 
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u:nants In 15[MarDIY. ca. early ~l (Or.a.l Hul'ColI. MoCHel, p. 4~; 

S~4 T'g~". I~Jan71. p. 3; for lYPlnl (nffic incidents. ~ lst hiP Bn 

ComdCs. 1970·1971; an unusuaJJy serious Marine·ARVN confron­
tallon 15 reported In CGIIlMAF rnse [Q CMe. dtd 2i~b71. fUlder 
24. Box n. RG ll9 CIAM4l). 
67. CGIllMAF rrug to CGXXlV Corps. dtd 6Mar7l. li>ld<r 24. Box 
n. 72A644}. RG 319: Ro~rt50n Tr:uucript. p. 61. 
68. 8(i.(on Edwin H. Simmons mono to eG. FMFPac. Subj: Debrid· 
ing. Vietnam Scniu. I~Jun70-24May71. I.uMarDivDoclllMnts. 
69. Ro~ruon Tr:mscript. pp. 83·84. 

The: [nem, Grows Bold« 

70. III MAF ComdC. ) ... 71. pp. 17·18. n,b71. pp. 14·1). Mar71. 
pp. 16.17: the disarming of the PSDF i.s in ~lh Mar ComdC,)an71, 
p. l. 
71. lSI: Mar ComdC,jan71, s« II·B. p. I: Spot Ikpon. did 16Jao71. 
m lnMarDivJnI Fik. 11.20)2071; m MAF ComdC. J;:b7I, pp. l4-n. 
Innumenblc other instances of terrorism can ~ found in 1lI MM. 
htMarDiv. and subordinate unit ComdCs. 
72. 211 S·2)ru, 27Mar71. in 211 ComdC, Mar71; see also Ibid., $C( 

IlI·A. p. I: 211 Spot R<pon. dtd 4Mar71. III MAF)nl FtIc. 1·12Mar71. 
73. In Mar rrug [0 lstM:arDiv. drd 16Mar71. 151 Mat ComdC. Mu71; 
1st:MarDiv rrug to Subordinate Uniu. dtd 17Mar71. 211 ComdC. 
Mar7l; CG1stMarDiv rrug to lnMarDiv. dtd 27Mar71. lstMuDiv 
)nl Fil<. 1)·3IMar71: III MAF ComdC. Marll. pp. 14. 16: btMar{);y 

ComdC. Marll. pp. 1)·16: FMFPac. MarOpsV. Mar·Apr71. p. 17. 
74. FMFPa<. MarOpoV. Mar·Apr71. pp 16·18: III MAF ComdC. 
Mar71. p. 11; LstMarDiv ComdC, Mar7I. pp. 17-18; lsi: Mu ComdC. 
Mar71. s« II-B. p. L 
i~. Unless othf:rwist: ootf:d. thf: foUowing account of lM bank of 
Doc Duc and dx rok of Marine helicoptC'rs in it is based 00: XXIV 
Corps ORlL. ptriod f:nding 30Apr71. copy in MCHC; CG3c:iMAB 
msg to CGFMf'P2c. dtd 22ApOl. in Nam.ti~ Notn 1971 Notf:­
book. !stMarDiv Docwnf:ou; J1J MAF ComdC, Mar7I. pp. 1~·16; 

CORDS Quang N3JIl PSA Ikpon for ptriod f:nding 31Mar71. dId 
2Apr71. CMH Files; HML-367 ComdC. Marll; Docummu Sup­
potting DistinguisOOI A,ong Com Gr.ations for SSgt Karl S. Broob 
and Sgt DooaJd B Jdondr:. ~I 88. Microfilm Ciratioo Filn; 
FMFPac. MuOpsV. Mar-April. 
76. HML·367 ComdC. Marn 
77. FMFPa<. MarOp.V. Mar·Apr71. pp. 12·11: 2d CAG ComdC. 
Mar71. 
78. 3/1 ComdC Mar71. pI. III-A. p. 11; Bronzf: Sur Ciucion for 
1st uf:utenam SteYen A. KUJ.. Rttl 103. MicrofIlm Gution Files. 
79. III MAF ComdC. 1·14Apr71. pp. 12-13; IstMarDiv ComdC. 
1·14Apr:-I. pp 16·17: 1st Mar ComdC. 1-14Apr71. s« U·B. p. I. 

80. 3d MAB CG's Command Information Notdtooi.. Apr71. p. 
G-2-6. brMarDiv Documf:nu: lstMarDiv ComdC 1-14ApOI. pp. 
14·1~. 

81. III MAF ComdC. 1·14Apr7l. p. 12. 

CHAYfER 13 

TIlE MARINES LEAVE DA NANG 

Opn:ltiom in Southrm Quanl Nam., 1·13 April 1971 

Uoless othf:r'W1X nOlf:d. matf:rial in this chaptf:r is tilin from 
MACV ComdHist. 71: FMFPac. MarOp.V. Mar·Apr7l. M.y·)un71: 

VlElNAMlZATION AND REDEPIDYMENT 

III MAF ComdC. I-I4April; and IStMarDi" ComdC. 1-l4Apr71. 
All citations to numbf:~d R«ord Groups (RGs) r&r [0 m:ords ID 

the- mienl R«ords umer. Suitland. Md .• unle.i$ O(hf:r'WUc indio 
C1lff:d. F~quf:nt rdc~ncf: LS madf: to 196m. Bde situation ~ 
Box 3/4. RG 338 (73AI~4~). hcrnftf:r citro as 196m. Bdf: SilRcp 
.im. dates(s). 
1. 1/1 ComdC. l·llApr7t 2/1 ComdC. 1·14Aptll: l/I ComdC. 
l-l4Apr71. 
2. !stMarDiv ComdC. l-l4April. p. 17. 
3. 8(i.(on Ed.in H. Simmons. USMC (lkl.). conw:rsacion .ith 
aum.or, nAug76. 
4. III MAF FragO 8· 7t. dtd 7 Apr71. in III MAF JnJ Fik. 7-14Apr71: 
1st Mar FragO 007-71. dtd :' April. in 1st Mar ComdC. l-14Apr71. 
~. MajGco Ray E. Moss. commenu on dn.ft ms, 27Jun83 (Vif:t­
oam Commem Filf:). hf:rnftf:r Moss Commcms. 
6. 1st MAW ComdHist 70-71. ch. Ill. p. l. 
7. MnU of this opnacion can bf: foUowed in dcu.il in 2/1 5-2 Opn­
:uionaIJOWIl2l, Oper:uion SeQ("( Ordwd, 8-1iApr71, in 211 ComdC. 
1-14Apr71. Jru.s account i.s also bascd. on: FMFPac, MarOpsV, Mar­
Apr71. pp. 7.8: III MAF ComdC. 1.14Apr71. p. 8: 1st MarComdc' 
1.14Apr7l: IIll ComdC. 1.14Apr71: HML-J67 ComdC. 1.14Apr7l: 
Co. A. 1st Recoo Bo. ComdC. l-14Apr71. Patrol Rtporu for Tanu 
Stone Pit. Achilln Roadu:st, l.ynch La., and Ief: Bound. 
8. CGlstMarDiv msg to CGllIMAF. dtd lOApr71. and msg to 1st 

Mar. dtd 14Apt71. in lstMarDiv)nl FtIc. 1.14Apr71: lsr Mar ComdC. 
1.14Apr71. pt. II·C. pp. 1.2: l/I ComdC. 1.14Apr71. pt. II: IIll 
ComdC. 1-14Apr71, pt. D; CG23dlnfDiv msc to Subordinatf: Com­
monds dtd IOApr7\. Box 2). Fold" 2). RG 319 (72A 644l): 196th 
Bd< Sitllc!". )·6Apr71. 1l-l2Apr71. 12·11Apr7l: CGUSARV msg 
[() II Ffurcf:V and CG:x:xJV Corps. did 30Mar7J. Box 2~. fulder 
24. RG ll9 (72A 644l). 

Actinrioo and Openrioos of tbc 3d Ibrinc Amphibious Bripdr 

Thu ~Cllon dnW1 hf:a"ily on: 3d MAB Planrung Notdtooi. io 
IstMarDiv Documf:ms. hf:rnftf:r cilf:d as 3d MAB Nmdtooi.; and 
Armstrong Debrid". 

9 l..tGf:o Jones. msg to l..tGf:n Robf:ruoo. info MajGt-n Wilson. drd 
)n,bll. HQMC M<S1ag< Fil.,. 
10. 8(i.(on Ed.in H. Simmoru IIKIDO [() CIS III MAF. Subj: 3d MAB 
Pbnning Stoff. dtd 24n,b71. ld MAB Norebook: Stt also LrCoI 
J. c. Lovt- mf:mo to G-3. IstMarDiv. Sub): .Activ.nion of 3d MAB 
Hq. dtd In,b71 ld MAB Not<book 

11. CGlIIMAF msg. dtd 2i~b:-1. quotf:d in CIS. 3d MAB. Mf:mo 
for tk Record. Subj: W«k.ly Activitin Summary, dtd 8Mar71; CIS 
3d MAB. Mf:mo for thf: R«ord. Subj: III MAF Coordinating Con· 
ftrC'ncf:. dtd 6Maril; CIS 3d MAB. Memo for thf: Record. SUbj: 
3d MAB Planoing Staff M~ting of IOMar71. dtd llMar71: CIS 3d 
MAIl. Mnno for tbc Rro:vd. Subjo Mttting ..;th HodqU2ttm Com· 
mandanu of 1lI MM. lstMarDiv. and 3d MAD, dtd llMar71; l.tCoI 
J. C Lovt- mf:mo to G-3. lnMarDlv. Sub): 1st MAW IDtf:gn.tion 
into 3d MAB. dld ~Ftb71; all thac docu.rmms att in 3d MAB 
NOff:book. 

12. 8(i.(on Edwio H. Simmons. USMC (Rf:t.). coo~rsation with 
author. 2~Aug76; CGFMFPac rrug. dtd I~Mar71. quotf:d in CIS 
3d MAB mf:mo to CG III MAE Subj: W~k.ly .Accivitin Summary. 
dtd 22Mar71, 3d MAB NotC'book. 
13. Thf: Simmons quoucion is from 8(i.(on Ed.in H. Simmons 
mf:mo to CGFMFPac. Subj' Df:bricfing. Vif:tnarD Scnicf: 
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4~ Th~ fif\t quotation I~ h.,m upt [)(nnl:~ J :\odcoon, 211 800· 
b~Hap 1OfYW$; {~ >('(j)fltl " trom Col FlOYd H W'aJdrop. debnef· 
mg .u FMfPac jl);'ull~n 12~ 4926 IOn! HlstColi. MCHC)' 
ncreaft('f W',t!drop Ddlllri the Ihm] I! from CpJ Ted l lLM~h. 

H&Fi"n Boo~IUp Inl\\I' 
~.'S Mat Dale 0 Dormiu ;' \ Boo~'uap Inn'\\") {oosuh also IStU: 
Bonoo I Cohen, GI 2, I 1\'lIlbruap tntv'W5 

49 Gunalds IXbnd, WI",!lt also SgtJames G Inplt Gil! I Boo­
byuap mtvWS, and Mal nAic D. Dotman. 2f1 ~rtP 1ntvW$, 

~O. The foUawlng ;;1((01,.1111 "I thtSlfKldcnt t5 dnwn from 55" Tho" 
m:u G fttngt:f. Hlli~ (J.,l1ll"tnp Inn"'IIJS, and ~th MuJnt 22Apr70. 
in ~th Mat (omde Arr ~Il 
~l CGhrMarDI\, msg In jll.~tflbUst. dtd ;OAug""O, m 1.c:adust'l1P 
&: Di$(lpline NOtebook. hl~h.rD ..... Documcnu 
H Sgl William Stank,. It&Ff U 1 Boo~uap iOtvW$. Ot~t com· 
menu on monic and n.lIl.1 dfc(('s art GrinaldJ Turucopr, pp 
124.12~. 2nd SSgt: Tholll'" G, Ringer, Hi21~ Soob\"uap 1nrYW5. 

')3. Capt lknm.sJ ;\nder .. "n, VI Booby trap mn1NS. 2!1 CQmdC 
JuniO. pn II and III xr I ... Jnl, 28May"0, lr Comdc' ~by70, 
fOl ~ndlcallons of Manne "u~pl(\On llbout [he ol'lgms of Qrdnanu 
(hildfC'n wcle turnmg 10 

H. Capt Dennis r Andef".<)o. Ul Booby trap m~ 
)) lstMuOJV MioeiBotlP,Utp SOP: 3d MP Bn ComdC, MarrO, 
p. 4: 3d MP 8n 8ndin~ lit MP 8n ComdC Aug"O, p ). 
)6 2dll JarrK'S R Lmdh.,lm. GI2I1 Boobym.p mrvws. for an !fl­

st2.O(:e of a. dog mppIOg a ho,lo.>bytnp. !iCC in MP So ComdC Marit. 
p 17. 
)?' CGl5tMuOf¥ I11$g w' I"MarDlY. Sub): Boobytrap Incident. dcd 
40«70, istMlllDiy Jnl File. l-U~70. 1.$ a rypJUllnjutxtloo to 
Mll!lneS not to tamper .. un boobyfraps or try Iodisum th(':m. in­
dudlng an account of the tTlost tcceflt eumple of a ).tarIM ignof~ 
iog thi5 adVice, 

~R Sgt Thomas f Mll'''('\. GI2il Booby trap m't"'"WS; lslMarDiv 
~ine! Boo~'uap SOP 
j9. Capt Dt-nnu J. :\n~)('!"'-LlO, ,2 fI Boob\<tf2p In~. 
60. Gnnalds Transcript- rr l2j·124. 
61 Gnna.lds IXbnd": : \ (omde. M1Y. Jun, Jul. and AagiO, 
62, Col Wilham V H 1,J; hlle. (omments on draft ffiS. 6JuiU (Viet­
nun Comment File j 
63 Waldrop Oebfltl 51.).11'- up tbe :u:m'lt!es of ,be jth and :rh 
~arm(':s. 

64 M1J WaHa(e M Grn:''1e lIL "Counterme::2.SUrts against Mtn(s 
and Boobv Traps." .\t.;r.~. COrpI GIl:uIt~. 0«69. pp )i·'2, 
61 CGlstMarDIV msg (.' f!1~tribLm. drd 20Aug~0, In u<ldet'$bip 
& Dlsclplme ~oteboo" AMatOw D<xum~nu 
66 Maj llile D [){Irr~":l, 2/1 Boob:ttr~p 1Ot\'WS lstMarDI\i 
MIIX'!Soobyrf2p SOP ~UI:~· ~p uiOOLng dUlt(:$ r:i UOLt (omrnan!kn 
6-:" TIm: 2«OUnl of the .. ~,'f5 2{UviUe5. mcJudmg Ihe quotllUOID. 
1$ ba:scd on tsd"brOI\' f"_:".:, Mb.m Office', lI.e::k~ ~o 1069- ~O. 
dui 170n:"O. also fMfT' .. ~ MatOpsV, DeCO. pp" 76·77. llUd 

htMarDtv Comm .. nd lnt.«maIlOJ') Summar~'. Dec70, dId 12JllU7L 

G·} ~tvl("Qf. in Naru:"t' ~ot(':$70 NatC"book. IstMatDrv Docu­
flltnts: hereaftt't lstMar["-~ ComdInfSum. D«~O'; md 1st Enginctr 
Sn Comde. Jan-O rhh"w'::': Mar71 

68 ht Engm~er 8n c..'!'" .:C ... \ug~O. p L Ou~O. pn II <lnd m. 
~b~l. pL It M;lJ~j. :: :1. Co A. 15t EngmC"C"t Bn ComdC, 
14·}OApr;1 
69. 15tM:arDI" Comdln:~. Dec:'O. ISlMarO,v G·3 Ovt-l'\Itnr. 

Mat:!. dtd nMaf~l. m :~~taIOi" Command Iofonn:uion Note­
book.. Mar"'l, brMarD:, :\xumC"nrs 

VIETN AMIZA1l0?>; Al'D REDEPLOYMENT 

~o The :tHOUfi1 of thiS Int Ide::m l~ taken from btMatOI\ Ptrn 
Rdeax ~o \J32·~O, dtd 22 ~O\'-O and 21~JnL 2201:("0, In Zl~ 

ComdC. 01:1 ~O 

-1 ;o.;l(;k<:BOfl Ttan.KUpl. p ~5 fu!;m tumple of conuflumg d'''"I· 
~Ion ahortauoru to Mannes to take buK p~autJOCU. S('f u:cMatOlv, 
0,...0 10126 lD, Sub)' The- "X~anng orCwymg ofJodivldua! Com­
b:n EqulpmefH. dtd..!~ 0«:(70. 10 InMarDIY ComdC, Dec;O. lab 
8-21. 

~2 fur (he 1970 U.sUalfY figure~. $('( istMaxDl'v ComdlnfSum, 
Oec~O: for the lOJ<1n71 InCIdent. 1(e UJ MAf ComdC. Jan:l, p 
H. lnMarDr" ComdC Jan"!. p 18. ,md. 21j Jnt lOJan-:'"l. 10 2/5 
ComdC. Jan:'1 
"3, Simmocu Debrief 

PART V 
Supporting the Troops 

CHAPTER 15 

fIXED-WING AIR OPERATIONS, 1970-1971 

Unless otherwlsc noted, mfonnauon 10 c.h.U CMpte[ l.S £Hen ftom 
fMfht·, AbrOpsV.JaniO. May-Jun71. MACV ComdHlSts, "0 and 
~l. 1$1 MAW ComdCs.Juf1O, 1.14Apt7l; In MAW ComdHut; and 
liGen Kt=lth S. McCutcheon, "Manne:: A",inton in Vietnam. 
1962-1970," in History and Mustums Divutoo, HQMC. TIn~­
ruUJ '" Vlt'lum 19)4·/973 (Wa.shmgtoo. D,C.: GPO, 1974). PI'. 
162·19~. hereafter cited as McCuochcon, "'Aviation in Vteuwn." Ex· 
(('rw~ m2teriaJ also Iw bttn dn .... n from McCutcheon Papen and 
from MaJGt-n AJan J. ArmStrong. File of Papcn lkbnng to Au 
Ground Rdlnlonshlps, 1%9·1970, MCHC. hernftef cited as Atm· 
Strong AirJGlOund. fIle The fonawmg tmervi~ and debnrling$ 
from the Or.ll Htstory Coik(tlon, History &: Museums DIVision tu~ 
bef:n used o[el'l.Sl\1tJy: l.tGcn Kt-ith a McCucthron lntvW, nApr7!. 
htroifet McCutcheon Tun!.Cript: M:ti<Jtn Alan J Armsuong. 
debru:fing :tt FMfPac. 29Jun w

\. Tape jOlO. h('leaflc::! ;\rmmong 
Debnd"" and IOtvW. 2';$t-p-; and 2On~}. hcrWl:cr A.rmsuong 1'ran­
SCOp[. Ma;Gen WdhWl G Thnsh, debnding at FMfP1€. IJu170. 
12p< 4810. h<rwt<r Thrash D,bt .... and Col iUch"d H /u;ofQrth 
debJlding;\1 fMFPac lOAugiO, T.pc 4927. hereaire::r iUlOfonh 
Ekbnd 

Ist MAW Otpniuuon. Sm:n,th, and tkploymenl 

:\11 Informatlon on 1st MAW mength. otganJZatJon. and lou· 

Hom IS taken from appropriate: issues of fMfP:K. MnOpsV. ;\nd 
(be 1st M:\W ComdG 

I MACV ComdHut, 7'0. I. ch. 6. P I 

2: Co) R.oherr L laMar debrIding at fMFPac. 26Jun:O. u.rx 48~1. 
Oral HinColi. MCHq, her(':tile! laMaJ Debnd 
3 BGen uo J Dula(ll, debnding at FMFPu. Jun~O" Tarx 48B, 
(Oral HlstCQll. MCHC). 
4. MaJGen George- S Bowman, Jr., lu lO MlljGen McCutcheon. dtd 
l'[)CX69. Box 10. McCutrhwn Papen. 
~" MajGen William G. Thtash. ht MAW Buding forGcn uonud 
F. Chapm1n. Jr __ dId IOJa.n:O. Armstrong AtriGround fik hert-




