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Scheme of Maneuver, 
5th and 7th Marines, 
July-December 1969 
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Struck at the command group and Company A, and 
again the aggrcssi'" attack _ broken with the as­
sistance of accur"e anilkry and air support. lorer in 
the daY. ;1$ the bawtlion command post attempted to 
relocate, the J<ad dements of Company A. acting as 
sccunry for the m=. came under very heavy. ,0· and 
jO-caliber machine gun tire. A hasty perimeter _ 

set up while fixed.wing aircraft and anillery peppered 
the suspected enemy weapons site. With the lifting 
of supporting :u:m.! fire. Company A m.,..,d ou, in the 
~ua(k, but agajn came under heavy automatiC 
weapons tire. this time supported by 60mm mo".,.,. 
In spIte of the fire. a platoon of the companv _ able 
to eStablish a tochold on the southern flank of the 
encm~"s perimeter. and bauer his positions with 
machine gun. small arms. and hand-held rocket fire 
for 90 minutes beforc being ordered to withdr.aw be· 
cauS(' of conunucd resisrance and impc=ndmg d2Jkncss. 
Once (onran WAS broken. :llr and ;,millcry moved In 

and pounded the enemy position throughout the 
night. 

rollowing a heavy air. anillery, and mortar born· 
bardment the nOtt morning. the artack =uned. Ikin­
forced by a platoon from Company C, Company A 
seized and secured the enemy position despite con­
tinued resislance. A detailed SC2fch of the complex. 
beli""d to be the site of the NVA batulion', com­
mand post defended by twO well-entrenched infan"" 
companies supported by at least one heavy weapons 
company. r.....-.led 80 enemy bodies. 

While Company A continued its search of the ene· 
my position, Company B, under Captain Philip H. 
Torr~ III. moving to assist. c:une under intensive fire 
Sizing up the ,ituation, Torrey ordered twO of hi, pl.· 
toons into the assault. with the remainder of the' com­
pan, prOViding c.,..,r tire for the .d""nce. EXPerTly 
maneuvering across 300 meters of fir('.s~p{ rice pad­
dies, the twO plaroons stormed [he cncm~· poSH ion , 
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you. you had better b< in touch with the people and 
find some way [0 refl«r [heir needs. their concerns. 
and somt' how get [heir involvemem ' . This W2S 

rhe approach taken by [he Marines."'u 

Operationally, 1969 was ;an 2c[;VC year f(u the pro~ 
gram Aided by the inCfC'llC' in size and a mobile 
posrure. combined aclion pl~uoons conducted in excess 
ot 14HlOO combat patrols and ambushes. 7) pcrc<nt 
of whICh w<ot< conducted at night Although thes< 

operations ""re nearly double the number execured 
Ib< pr""ious year. the overall enemy roll. 1.9~8 killed. 
425 raken prisoner. and 932 wapons captured. was 
10000f. rd1ccring the enemy's inability to txoetrate, or 
desire ro avoid. pl.toon·pro<e<ted villages and 
hamletS. 

Capiraliling on rhe success and effixtiveness of rhe 
Combined &rion Progtam. G<:ner:U Nickrnon. 10 Dc· 
rober. iniriared the Infantry Company ImenSlve Pacif,· 


