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The First Scout and Sentry dog platoollll arrived in the Republio ot 
Viet_ on about 1 March 1966. They vere followed by the Seoond Sentq 
dog platoon in September 1966, and the Seoond Soout dog platoon :in Ootober 
19'6. Arter an initial aoolillll.t1zation period, both type dop 1oIel:e ..a.. 
aTal1able tor deployment. 

A. Scout !log Platoon - Soout dop han been deplOTed in tlw tollorill« 
oapaoiti88' 

(1) 

(2) 

() 

Comb&t Patrols - UllUall;y ueed aa the point ot 10118 patrol, it the 
wind i. faTorable, to deteot eneDO' perBonnel, equip_nt and tunmla. 
labueh Patrole - U.ed tor .eourit7 on the w~ to the .. buab .ite. 
At th8 8lllbuah ill\t.teol;be7 gi".. ear17 warning ot .. neav approach. 
Searoh and .(llear Operationa - Atter a Till ... ill •• oured. tbB 
dop .earoh tor tunnels, spioer holes, and equipment .uah .. 
rifles, olothing, and radio par. TIls do, alert. on an area 
'Where 801llll0ne is hiding or baa 1'8oent17 been hiding bT det.oting 
the .... 11 of hwIIan sOttnt in the area. 
Int1lll1dating ves during qu •• tion1nS - The Vi.tname •• peopl. are 
afraid ot th... b1B d068 and the7 baTe been u •• d euooe •• tu117 in 
1nt1lll1dating V1.t (lang Suspeot. lnto answer1ng que.tlone. 
1.:I.etBn1n, 1'0.10. - The d068 61" earlY warning at IIIlI1 aotiviv 
in lohe arel .. 

... l!entq])o' Pl_oon - sentr,y Dop are deplo~d ln the tolloring oe.paolU.e 

(1) Providing Beourit7 tor airoraft. 

a. At MAO-12, MAO-l). and tWl-" .entr,y d06 te ... are seoon'inC 
danprous a?anue8 ot approaoh. 

b. At Base Defense in Dalleng, dog te_8 are auard1ng a denaerou. 
avenue or approach to MAG-ll'. airoraft parking lot. 

(2) Providing Sentry Duty for ~K Miosle Sites. 

a. At "A" Batter,y, 2d L.uH Battalion, Dog teaIDII are providing 
per1m!t tel.' 8eouri ty. 

() General Sentry Duty 

a. At the new Marine PX, Sentr,y Dog teams are used to nop 
p1lf8raee· 

b. At the eo_nding General' 8 Quarters, Sentry Doge are 
guarding a danprous avenue cf approaoh from the .ea _ 
the beaoh. 
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A. Soout Dog Platoon 

(1) 

(2) 

Combat Patrols - Once the dog giv.n the alert, the handl.r 
interprets the alert as to direction and distance and. relates 
this information to the patrol leader. Th. Job of the Boout 
dog 18 then fini.hed and the dog 18 provid.d with •• 0000iV 
While the patrol lead.r take. appropriate aotion in d.aling 
wi th the .MIIV'. 
Ambush Patrol - The dog alerts on ~ aotivit~ and th. handl.r 
gift. the patrol lead.r the dir.otion and di.tanos ot the act­

tivit,.. Thi. i •• omewhat lik. a list.ning poet onos the .. buh 
.ite is reaohed and the doge will get tired af'ter aBftral hourII 
ot dtting with DO aothU,.. This probl •• 1e r ..... d1eA b,y unA. 
1ng two doge on the patrol. Th. first 0"" will work lIbil. tt. 
other one r •• te and the doge can rotate .... BrJ' two houri! or .0. 
Seeroh and oleer operations - A ._t dog .hould IIOt be u.A 
on the initial .ntr,y into a Yillage ... ia "sve.p- t~ operatiom.. 
Th. dog is distraoted b;y any aot1Y1t7 and th.r.fore all aoU...-
1t~ should be held to a .ini_. After a Yillage 1& •• oured 
all the people should be r.lIIO .... d or round.d up at 01» .nd. ot 
the ... 1llage (the downwind .nd.) and. then tt. soout dOC 00 OOJlroo 
duot a s~.t.matio .. arch tor people hiding in t_le, and 
other .quipment in the area. 
Intimidating Yes - Th. Scout :Dog doe. not attack the YOS ""10 
.its th.re and grow1e. n.uat17 10M. is suffioient. 

Li.tening Poet. - The dog alerts on ~ aotiYit~ in the ~ 
but he will tire atter about two houre. Therefors two doge 
... u.eed and. rotated, one work, one rest, ..... J:7 two bINz' •• 

]I. Sentry Dog Platoon 

(1) 

(2) 

Sentry Dog teams are used ftr,y a1m11arl,. to a 1101'_1 •• ntJ:7 
on poet. Detection of intruder. 18 increased Aue to the dog'. 
keen sense of smell and hearing. On. major dUf.rence betve.n 
the s.ntr,y dog poet and the DOrmal post is' that a •• ntJ:J dog 
post should be i.olated with traffio in and around controlled 
so that the dog vill DOt be continual17 al.rting. 
When the dog alerts hi. handler to the preaenee of intruders 
tr,ying to penetrate his poat, the bandler determinea hoy aaqr 
there are. Depending on the number of intruders, the haIldler 
Will either release hia dog or request aae1stanoe. 



roG PLATOONS 

c===l DOG PLATOON COORDIlUTOa 

ll.U'.dIG Vc::1~ 
BY DOG PLATOON (-) REIIIF 1 SER'l' ~ 

~lBE rrrar DOG PLT B.III! 
DOG PLj1'()()5 1 SOOll'l' 

lB - 1 Sli:N'.l'BY DOG sQUAD REIIIF 

WITH 1 Sooll'l' DOG sQUAll. SEN'l'RY 

• llOGS OPooN KI.O-12 t SCOUT DOGS 

01'0011' '" lC-JU,Y 

[-&/711/1<, ~ flu~· 
d~<r;,'f ~~ ft·<A 

1 Sooll'l' DOG PLATOON (-) 
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