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Subj. Monthly Report of Aotivities for May 1966 

1. During the month of May 1966 The First Harine Corps Soout Dog Platoon 
had thirteen oOllllllitments which involved deployment of Forty Scout Dogs. 
Theee doga wsre used in the following oapaoitiee' Listening Foats, Searcn 
and Clear operations which involved chiefly finding tunnels and searching 
them, Night Ambush Patrole, Guarding VCS, and finding booby traps and gel&' 
such as IWIllO, clothes, weapons, food, and documents. 

2. Results of these operations attributed to the SOOl1t Doga inolude the 
following. Four VCC 

Appt"orlmately Thirty VOS 
One .}O oal. rifle, Two .50 oal. emplacements 
Six barrels of rioe 
Over ;,00 tunnels searohed 
One box 20m at-mo 
One box .}O oal. amID) 
Some shotgun shells 
Three dead bodiea 
Several booby traps 

Most of the VCC and VCS and equipment were found in tunnels whioh dog 
alerted on. 

}. Some of the lessons learned in the month of f~ were' 

a. ,-'hat there are hardly any tWl11els in a village itself. There are 
bomb slelters in all the villages but mostly all of ths tunnels are 
found in hedgerows surroW'lding the villages. The covers to these 
tunnels arc so well e::>placed that a dog will alert on the air holes 
rather than the entrances. 

b. 'i'hat walking 2000 meters to an ambush site does not impa.1r the 
efficnncy or most Scout Dogs as an early warning device on a night 
ambush patrol but a distance greater than this does have a tendency 
to reduce his effectiveness. 
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c. '.!'hat a Scout Dog can no" work at his peak efficiency far a period 
exceeding ten days. After ten days they get disinterested due to being 
in the same area for that length of time. Also due to the Sanatation 
standards which are unavoidable out in the field. Hany dogs will just 
get runned down. The quality of food available is also a health hazzard 
for the dogs. (C-Rations ru.d Prime) 

d. }loet booby traps are 
and natural vegitation. 
natural vegitation. 

not rigbed with trip wires but rathe:r vines 
'fhe dogs will alert on grenades but not on 

e. A Scout D~ is employed to his greatest capacity on ni8ht time 
operations. Many lIIQr'e night till» oparations oould be oonduoted with 
the help ot Soout Dogs. 

f. Dog Handlers should be armed with a more self-protecting weapon 
than the .45 oal pistol. 

4. During the month of }lay we have made progress in devsloping our oamp 
site. Plans for the permanent kennels were finished and they should be 
laying the concrete by the end of the month. Electricity was established 
thanks to the generosity of the 9th Motor '.!'rannport lIattallon. Thn 7th 
Hngineer Battalion hae bui! t up the area veat of us for the 1st .MP Battalion. 
which should move in around the 1st of dune 1966. '.!'he 7th Engineer Battalion 
has alec established a site for a well vnich, they assured me, vill be dug 
in a abort tilDe. 

5. '.!'he permanent type Lennels v111 make a much healthier environment far 
the dogs. Therefore their alertness and efficiency 'l{ill be gt'l!atly incraa8ld 
along with their availability. Health prOblems that 'l{ere enoountared during 
this month inolude. 

Three dogs hod heartvarms. They are presently being treated in Saigon. 
M:my dogs have skin fungi and some even have fleae. ninety percent of the 
skin-fungi Md fleas will be ersdicated wen the dogs move into the permment 
kennels. Flea po'W"der must be made available. The Army ;\rea Veterinarian is 
unable to obtain any. Rectal thermometers should be made available since 
this is the .rim"ry means of detecting heat exhaustion. Due to the unavoid­
able 3anitary conditions and quality of food in the field (C-Rations &, Prime) 
dogs should not be deployed for longer than ten days. Dogs must be exeroised 
daily or their degree of accli!,.a.tion 'l{ill be reduced. 

Lt. USHC 


