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!at Ma.rtne Corpe Scout Dog Platoon 
let Hllitar,r Folice Battalion 
,d Ma.rtne Division (Rein) FMF 

FPC San Franoisco, Calif. 96602 

. -

RSlhjfp 
12 Nov 1966 

Fran: latLt. R. S. !IElIBAUER, Platoon Col!llll8Zlder 
'los Major J. W. !lcIaNNEr, Com""'Drling Officer, 26th IPSD, let 

Battalion, 29th Infantry 
Subj: Report of Activities 

1. Since entrance into Vietnam the Ma.rtne Scout Dog Pla.toollll bave 
-participated in the following Qle.jor operationa: 

a. Orange 

® b. Georgia 
c. Liberty 
d. Swanee 
e. Ja.y 
f. Colorado 
g. Na.pa (I " II) 
h. Hot SpringB 
I. Buck 
j. 1'iton 
k. El Paso 

In addition to theile, the platoons are constantly coomited to patrols, 
ambushes, county and state fairs operations,. and search and destroy 
operations. It is iIIIpoasib1e to estimate. ths_total.number of.lSI7r "nssions" 
which have bsen oompleted, however the platoollll hliWe CPisr. 120 collllDitmElnts 
consisting of ~ere between 2 to 12 SDr'ii in each. 

2. The resulte obtained from employment of the SDr's have been extreeml.y 
fruitful. It has been estimated that vel1 over 2000 Marine's lives h ..... e 
been·sa.ved since the insertion of the lat Scout Dog Platoon into Vietnam. 
In one rec6attoperation the 4 SDr' a deployed. vere inat:rumentel in the 
capture of 9 ~ the killing of nyc. and the uncovering of strategic 
Intell.isanoe Inf_tion which was concerned with the new taxation s;yatem 
to be used in the De. Nang area. by the ye. 

,. ~ of the probleu vhich we bave encountered, which ~ be helpful 
for training are listed on the following page. 
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a. During village ~eep!,. it has been a constant problem to clear 
the domestio animals !rom the area. If' at all possible, I would stJB8est 
when the dogs are trained for .nll. operations that ohickens, ducks. 
and other farm type animals be placed in the v111age. 

b. In training, we ran our probleJIIS vi th all personal ahead of the 
patrols oonsidered hostile. Here in Vietnam ths situation is more 
often than not just the opposite. There are !IIaD¥ "oivilians" in the 
area and the doge, of course. alert on them as well ss the VC. It is 
left up 'io the patrol leader to detel'lllins whether or not the area is 
supposed. to contain the "oivilians" type or not, and then take the 
appropriate aotion. 

c. The major problllll"'_ haYe encountered lies in the simple faot 
that people have to be convinced that the dogs will be of positive use 
'io thea. Once a unit uses the dos.a. they al_ys come back at a later 
date' for JIIOre. 'ie ha.ve just reoently began to ell!Plw SM' s vi th ,the 
Marine Becan units. Their area of operations is pr1marily~no~h~o! 
Pbu :Ba1, &lid vlt have obtained lI!I.!Il positive results workinB with thell. 

4. The r~e Scout Dog Platoons over here" have under gone a. re­
orgam.zation. I am now in charge of both Platoons which consist of 
a T.O. of 62 dogs and 82 men. 'On!! dhand strength is 58 dogs and 72 
men. ThB 2nd Platcon has lost 2 dogs since the beg1n.ni."lg of November. 
Ons was poisened and the other was dsstroyed due to hip displ...ta. 
'.fb.e;fchav,e-had} dogs·ana 2 'lien wounded, however the Marine Corps no , 
.longer· Bi ire an i IDA.] a aWardJi. ' 

5. Wa all were pleased to hear of the possibility of regaining a lOst 
COIII:I.'ade. "Bobbi ~" We have planned a vaJ.'I1 reception upon his return. 

6. The newa that four Marine Platoons would be trained each year is 
contrary to lIiIISS&89S we have reoeived from Headquarters Ma.r1ne Cor)l8. 
If possible cauld I be given IIIOre information oonoernins the situation? 

1. Both of the platoon Sgta. and I are in the prooess of developing 
a T.O. for Scout Dogs in the Marins Corps. Our basic idea is to ha.ve 
a "Scout Dog CoJIIps.D;J" per Marine Division, with one aquad of dogs 
a.ttached to each infantry battalion. \le are also intereated in t..'le 
possibilities of having ms.r1.ne instruotors assigned to Fort Benning, 
'io aaa1st in the t:r&ining of these men. I would appreoia.te y= 
opiaIions concerning this matter. 

t.lfr.t: NE<JS: 

S,s6.r "",c. V6Y 
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R. S. JlEUBAlJER 
btLt. USMC 
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