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TORO 2X79

Scout Dog

Sentry Dog Kennel
Fort Benning, Georgia

Dean Tono:

J want fo waite you a "binthday letten” as this ie the
Lirat binthday you will spend away faom home, and it will
be a very lonali one foa ud.

You will be four yeans odd - a month faom today - on

July 242k, and J guess it's about time J stopped nelerring
to you as our "puppy”; you centainly are no dongea a
puppy, but a big, grown-up boy - of whom we are so0 veny

PA.OUdo

There are geveral 2hings J want to tell you as J may noi
get to wnile you veay often faom now on. J will probably
not be able o nesist doing 40 on your binthdays and
(hrniotmas, efc., but even if we can't connespond, J'm sune
gou widl know you ane always in oun thoughts and hearnis,
and that there isn't a single day we don’t think of you and
nemember ald your loving Little ways and what a wandiaﬂul

boy you have veen.

You didn't get to dee the pictures we Zook of you the day
before you leff, 40 J'm sending them o0 you -- also, one of
each of ua - your "fLamidy". foubt if you will have anyplace
2o "keep" them, 40 you can just leave them at the base ~--
J juet wanted you to have them fon youn binthday.

Rememben the "binthday cakes” you had each yeqa - made with
horsemeat and ﬂaoaiedwaéﬁ cottuge cheede - and g candle foa
eack yearn? J have such darling piciunes of gou "taking each
bite until the cake was all gone - remembenr:

Every day your mother, Jana, dooks for you to "wnestle" with
hern Like you always did. She itries 2o ged your fathea, Atlas,
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2o 'blay” with hrea and he seems Lo undenstond and matea

. I/ I . [ 4
a big eflont 2o "Zake youa sdace”, but (2's not the aame,
They both mias you, 7 know, and we Zahe Fhem foa "aides” in
Lhe adaficn wajon as ofien a3 we can, Sui L just doecen'i

- . . ) ’
deem night witiout pou. Renemlen fone we ook the thaee of
yeu in the wagon admost every ﬁonday oul v Thousand Oaks
- ' Ly frr

and let qou out to "aun'’ in Lie Alls? e all loved tha,
didn’t we!

Atdas haen't felt very wedl since you left - in faci, he

hao been veay sick, with ertinidis in his back and sean {egs,
etc. Ji got guite bad just oflen you Left and J'm sune that's
why he was oomeiimes "crosa” with you. MHe just didn't leel
wedd, Toao, and reeded 2o nea more, J gueds, /e will be
nine years old next Vovembes 7124 {Veteranas Day} and nour
mothea, Jara, will be six, (kévber 20th., Aétie kas had %o
have many "steis] and pidds every day now, bui as Long us

we can heep him “comforntable” we will have him with wa.

Jana is line - beautiful as ever - and she faies 2o muke up
for youn Seing gone by sleesing up on our pillows at ni

juat dike you used to do - nememben? J hnow she midsses Zhoase
“nlay sevsione” with you, bui both she and Attie are very
proud of you - juet as we ane.

J remember 40 many tiings, Toro ---- The way you played - all
by yoursell - wizh one of Anvie's socks in yourn mouth, batiing,
. the ball with it - out on the patio (where T am now)..veseeees

The way you played "hide and seek” with Jana every Lime you
went ;iom the bedavem to the hitchen, caught hea - the othen
day - lookiﬁg around the hall connen, waiting for you #o come

’ll.Ol.m.d a.n.d ".Udunoce" on /lell - jﬁé Wada 40 -dad! PR EE R R R R R T ‘b

Your "Zoy chest” ia stidd Luld of marrow bones - and toys ---
You always wsed it mone than Jara and Aétie did/.o.ciuieoens. ‘

' _"'_‘uf.f
And how we misg your Llittle head "in the nefrigerator” -- Jt was '-.
always there - eveaytime J opened the dovon. How many times '
you "sneaked” litile bites of meat from "your" dhelﬂ%....p....

And 1emember how Daddy used 4o "alip” you a slice of brecad cach

iimelyoa wend wiln ndim 2o the hitchen ai night - when we waitched
7.-| l/' .
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These ane the tiinge J worry about, because the Ain Foace -

on fManine (onps - dvesn's Rnow how much you love milk - on

a odice of bread, etc. And T hnow they have o be very staici

with thein aules about diet - and can'? do the little "special”

things we did ot home, Remembern how J hunted Lon youn lﬁiile

"nilk bottle" squeeze Zoy, just befone you Left? Tt was youn

very favorite Zoy - and J was a0 upoet because J wanted Zo put . ;
it in the crate with you. DPernhapo it's better that J found it

the next day - as you couldn’# have kept it with you - and it o

meand a {oi Fo we.

What did the Ain Force think of the things in your crafe ---

. & - I ; te!
my pajama tvp, Sabrina's bal; blanket, Arvie's soch and your :
ball 2727 They probably wordered what hind of a crazy Lamily .
you had! i

J hope you weren't afnaid on the train. Of course we hnow
you aren't afraid of anything, but s4ill, you had never even
been in a caate. Anddiie hardest thing J ever had fo do was
£o wateh you walk night into the crate like such a good boy -
and then give me a 6ig hias thaough the bars., J'Ud never
Loaged how nood you wene wnd how hard it was for fkvon and

me {o say " oodbge" Lo pou at the siation., e had o Leave
gquickly and we couldn'# even zadk all the way back home. JL
you had behaved baddy on put up a "fuss”, i& would have been
eadien, but J knew you undenstood ----- after all, we had really
said "goodbye" tie night lefore - when you siayed in ihe den
with me aeal date, while J typed the ahioping instruciions
Loa poun aip. e had epent the whole day with you that day
before you l%{i - and Zook pictures of you by Fhe wagon - and
also thal night in vn e den 4ofa - nememben?

ey o v

J hope you ate wedld and #hat they took you "out ™ duning the o
thip -- we wonnied abouwt nou Lie whole Live days you wene on -
the 2rain - and wished we coudd have been wiih pou.

Tor, we didn't khnow what was happening fo you, as we never
neceived noiification of youn acsziance. So, after thnee and
a half months, wien J finadly coudn'z stand it any Llonger, J
zelephoned Lockdand and talked #o the Sentay Dog Purchasing
Agent. MNe was so kind - and lovked up your "file" -w- Jt
deens Zhait somehow the "papen wonl” ﬁadjgoiien "touled up” - ' |
s, 1 'y :
and we had never been noitified that you were "acceped”: |
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: go, Inc. ], the mosi wonden e
- Hixdon presented ws with the most beautiful a?pﬁy you ever A

N Dow.o:t/zy made the most beautiful "speech” a;bau.tﬁo‘u and us - and
"« how what you are doing is 40 much more wondex
a (hampion on a U.ﬁl:;?

it would be.

| 0,( counse J hnew that they must be heeping you - (How could

they nesist you] but J wanted 2o be aure” - and 2o hnow you
were ald aight. '

J was a0 nelieved and happy 4o hnow that you were adjuaiing
40 weldd --- J fedd sune you would, Ji's just hard fon me

Zo aealige that you are a big boy now - and are on your own,
Living such a different Life. :

Must Zedd you one more hing —=cem—ee- Laot Tueada , when
a[#[.o-d Angeles

Arvon and J went 2o oun Dog (Lub meeting ( GSOC
BT AR AT T orothy

saw (much larger than any of Jana's or Attie's). ¢ io two -

Leet tall with a gold Shepherd on top, a lx:/tje uop/&,_ eup” | L

and a wood base with a goldd plague, engraved:
?Aﬂﬂﬁtﬁ%{};ﬂ?%ﬂ
SCOUT 00§
2X79
U.S. MARINE (ORPS 1966

than Fusd 564'.:19;

- Obedience dog.svess. {veryone. at the, .-
', meetingihad tears in thein eyes - and came over.to dee "your® !
o dnophy and tell we'how paoujtftey"aﬂ'e;pﬂ- goul ~ o
Atter calling Lachland and "hearing” about you J eried foa
‘ iﬁj days - and then finally decided zo ”gaoi": up” and écﬁpao@d
of you., And J am proud of you, Toro -- tremendously-- but J
can’s help being sad, Zoo. J guess it's mainly us j"m sad fox, .

becauwse we won'z be able o see you again on hnow how you are
doing - and i you are well., JE L4 much-hardea M‘f&aw

But we are very, veay proud of you, and J hope all of your
Marine "bﬁddi.ei d wij:f f.’{ove yo{f. ya-d we do, f/uww- yofz sa‘u.u

do your very best Zo protect them and seave gourn countay well, S .
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3aq4l§:h;pe-¢ﬁai'Jometiﬁedr- when you'aae "oll duty” -
ypouswidd remember all the wondeaful times we had Zogether -

3 *‘3}&4--—— and how very dearly we love you. You wene
CRp s L TR, . M .
Jalvayd very "apecial” 2o w4, and now you are perfoaming a
‘gnenter service than most German Shepherds evea get a chance
"i -R.o.-._‘t ) . T

5o, o« Didyou know - that you wene the only one of our fourn

i "chiddren” which we didn't "buy®; the only one we “baed” and

. UL kept;  the only one we had from the day you were "boan"? ,

L o o You were nealdy oun gon in every redpect --—-- perhaps thiea - Y
i 0 e’ why you were the one we had Zo give up. Do you nemembex D . .

? 0 when we "bottle ,Zed” you with the goats milh --- bet yga don't, - T

0 Youn "eowsin” Baent Fook such goafcme of you - and helped C

- me g0 much with yourn obedience training. t‘fe always felt

. . you wene "neally” his - and he i4 lonesome without you, foo. , .

L Ha 'p;’\bb".;t/zday dean Little Tono, We will all -be thinking
o o/yau - e..dpe:‘:.z'.al_ly on July 24zh, : :
! o .7 preZoa have a handlern who will love you as we do, Take

P ; carne of him and all hie boys, and know that we arne #thinking
- of you al.my,d - and we'll domeday be "tag.u‘ﬁm" a.ga.i.n-’

Our dearnes dove,

Fudy -and A/r.vo;t. ’f |

and Jana 8 Atlas - -7 :
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