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i _tOog Days' Begin for the 173rd Airborne Brigade 
d Dog days have just started plete answer to the problems dogs go through a rigorous Troop B rang over the r~io: Company A was moving Irom their positions and into 

tor the 173rd Airborne Bri~ of a point ~an, .however. 12~weck tr~inin,~ program at "We're ~eceiving mOl:t¥,~nd souLhwesterly, while B w a slthc blocking [orees to the i gade - scout dog days that They aren't lllfaUlbl~ any- Fort Bennmg. A dog can be automatic weapolls f~,e. It moving south immediately south. 
e: is. more than a human IS. All tramed to do almo::;l any- was 9.38 a.m.' t f th h" 1 ' The Viet Cong were again J For the first time since the they can do is give an early thing," said Medlen, "Therei In the next Inst~ the en~ wcs 0 e 19 lW?Y. i defeated, 

brigade arrived in Viet Nam warning when they detect have been cases where a dog, tire column, which as stret.. 'l'he noose grew tighter, and I' U.S. troops physically count-

... 'li in May, 1965, scout dogs will something ~earhy. In the has lca,;,~cd 108 separate eom-lohed along the h' hway f~r Ihe Vie~ Cong lought and ran.ed 507 VC bodies. 
~oin the "Sky Soldiers" dur- w~ong ter~am. and wlth th~ munds. i ~Imost a mile, zgan recclv- In pamc. Air Fo,rces o~sel'vcrs noted 

1t mg operations. The newly ar- wmd blowing lfl the wron~ dl~ The platoon is prescoUy:mg heavy mortar, Company A began meeting that while uniformed North 

... 

~ rived 39th Infantry Platoon rection they could walk mto composed of Zl dogs, all of utomatic weapo, S and recoil~,sUff resistance. Vietnamese carried on the 
::' - Scout Dogs, led by 2LT an ~?,bu,sh just like .nyone which are Germnn Shep- less rille lire. I i On the highway Troop C fight, Viet Cong soldiers 

Michael K. Medlen, will ac· else, SOld Medlen. herds, found to be the best Soldiers Wh1.' took part in ond Company C were no long- seampered . along behmd 
~ company the brigade to the HThe prime importance DC brced [or duty in Viet Nam. Lhe battle late described the1cr engaged. They were joined them) draggl1lg away the 
~ field. the dogs," Medlen cuntinued, All o( the handlers are vol- sound oC the fight as beingi by Company B. :wounded and dead. 
I "Our dogs have b~en train.. "is that they giv~ the patr?l untccrs. UMost of my 12 ~an~ like j]: COnti~l us roll ,of thun-t Shortly aCter 3 p,m., comJI .. 
~ cd Lo act ~s Ipomt man' an ad~ed edge. fhey. wO,n t dlers cSll'!e "to f!1e st1'31ght,dcr. ult w deafemng." !pany A Cound Cortified VC ob~:, 

iI1I under th~ gUldance of a han- always detect evetythmg ffom AI~, s~ld Medlen.! 'The Viet Con g pressedls:!rvaUon posts aud bunkers.I' i dlcr," sald Medlen. HWe try around them, but when they' They tramed With the dogs'thcir atta unaware that: • i 
to put at least two dogs with do give a warning, there will at J"·ort Bcnning. They Iearn-Ijust minutis away reinforce-1d' ro thflPJ ?ompa~y C ;as I' 

each patrol, with one dog on be something) even if it is cd how to handle the dogs1ments we' charging to the: tspa.clc rom t e roa tOI 
point and the olber,eIther on just discarded equipu:cnt.:' by handling them and !Jaw: tOlscenc, A from Qverlread,!the fight flank of <?ompal,\Yj 
flanl' or rear security. If the '!'he 39th can trace Its llne- care for the dogs by takmglarmcd Iicopters and Jetsl \ iog'dthcr d U:;' unlts

l 
ov~~> . 

terraj~ is very difficult, it is age to World wa.r .II ~hcn Care of them." jbcgan aroming the Viet:"" e !ne "" 3!l rove t 10 
somehmes ~t to keep the scout dog ~ dlstmgUl~hed Taking care oC the dogs is I Cong ill idst the rain of ar~! 
second dog .In r~serv;::, ready themse.lves III t~ree rna J 0 r the most important job the ' tiHcry, I 
t? tal .. the po.'nt when the camp~,gn' agamst th~ Japa- ha~dl.l's have. The dogs. re-' Short alter 10 a.m. Big 
rust do% gets hred. nese tn the P~lhpPlllC Is- qUllC constant attent1on'IRed 0 commanders estab. 

A tramed dog may prove. to lands, The last tIme th,e 39th HThe heaah of the dog is our lishcd at the main attack; 
he a valu~ble. a~set, With was o~erseas w~s 1952 III KO~'~iggesl worry, Every morn-I was m ing from the north~1 
few exeephons, It 1S true that

r 

rea .. Now there 1S, a new gCt}.!mg we carefully eheck their W(~,!"t to the south, 
wherever a mUn can go, a cratmn of dogs 1t1 the 39th ,eyes, ears, mouth, feet and 'I' l th" Tr p nl 
dog can also go. !trnined to carry on. Ipads/ t the lieutenant said. ' 0 co ndelr "th' h,.gO?,lvav \ 

;, 1 d t th . T •. t d th. !was rno e ronl c t ~ f 1e ogs are no e com~1 0 uccome a scou og. e HAnythmg w l' 0 n rr with a . bl k' 't' t ; . . . "'. . . mto a oc mg POSl H)fl 0 
:::. , ' , ' dog !mpaJrs hIS ability to I the sou ,The troop was join-. 

, ~unc~JOn pr0p?rJy. Thc. yeter~:ed by w{) Vicl'namese units) 
manan for thIS tire;] VISil" uSjand th trap continued to: 

SILENT SIGNAL ..• Aiter receJvmg a silent 
warning signal from his scou 1 dog, 'Toro,' PFC 
Carl Dobbins cautiously approaches a suspect­
ed Viet Cong position, A platoon of seou t dogs 
is now attached to the 173rcl Airborne BI'igade 
and js frequently used un patrols in dense arent;. 
~Pholo bJ' SP4 '3orn; Zawacki. 

Vw .. :c a m?ui.li Lo citL'Ck the grow. ! 

dogs, but It takes 24-hours-a- Now roop C 01 the cavJ 
doy superVlSlOn by us to keep I' C C 2nd Bn 18lh' 
th' dogs n" a 1Y an 0.. 'f 

:', . I. , Infantr were on the highway 
The important thmg to re~ banging - into the Viet Cong, 

member about the dogs," , . . d 
Medlen concluded, "is that The ~ t DlvlsiOn com~an . 
they are an assist to lhe in- cr, Mal r General W. E. De­
I . . Puy, 0 'dered Co.S A and 
antr;. The,Y are not m(alll- B 01 til 2nd Bn. 18th Inf.n­

ble. Even with the dogs along, It in tI e area from the 
a patrol must remembcl' to ry -u 1 
'keep its guard up·." nm 1. 

he Viet Cong were 
ilh It'oops to their 

The Big ned One saw front t the north and to the 
nothing but victory in/HighM south', hus, when they tried 
way 13 in June 1966. But its to esc ,e, they headed l'ig~t 
grej~lest moment ,.(:amc on inlo t'bc hlock to Ibe south, 
June 30. ",hell the/viet Cong,: It ",as Troop B and the 
m remforeed / regimental! AR VN units who lay in wait~ 
size, retu~ned t<fthe highwaYinjJ: and they greeted the 
for a thlfd~me ill that f¥eing Viet Cong with dev­
month, hoplO to SCQl'e at "stating fire power. 
leasl one tn. They paid From the north eame Cos. 
~r:.:;;: Cor reir iII - mad"iA and R _______ I 

The batt!J, has been de-'I' 
scribed as jHclassic," "right" 
out of the tactics book," but!1 
mosl of all it has been term- I: 
ed "deadty,H 

On June 30 elements of the 
1st Reconnaissance Sqund· 
ron, 4th Cavalry, and the 2nd 
Bn., 18th InCantry moved 
along the road between An 
Loe and LaC Ninh. I 

As Ute units moved along 
the highway, just north of 
the Golden Gate Bridge a re­
port Irom the lead Illatoon 01: '[--_._ .. _. __ .... -


