43D LHFANTRY PLATOON (£COUT DOG)
9TH INFANTRY DIVISICN
APO Sean Franeisco 96370

9 June 1965
AVIE.L3
SUBJECT: Scout Dogs and Booby Trape in the Delta

Commanding Officer
UCARV Dog Treining Det
ATIN: AV1:.DD

APU 97375

One of the prirmary utilizations of scout dogs in the [elta is to coumn-
terzct booly treps because 1) it is a seriocus problem that G2 will use
measure to discowr snd they know dogs are trained to find booby trape,
2) because of the heavily populated nature of the Delta our use as an anti-
persosmel device is pgreatly diminished and our mission orientation is turned
toward boolby treps. In reality our main sucoess is in the wery unslamcrous
statistie of personmel alerts that are avoided rather than cheeked out be-
czuse the pomulace in the woodline could essily be friendly and to check it
out could easily resuit in a booby trap incident.

To glve a portrait of booby traps on the dsltie, thase statistics are
from s confidentisl 9th Division report on booby trape enocuntered by the
Division in the month of April. 758 boodby traps wvere found in April apd 528
were neutralized, Scout doges 2re credited with finding 1% (6). This can be
explaine: by the fact that betusen the two platoons we only pull about 240
out of over 2000 missiocns by the Division, lMany timee dogs were with ele-
sants that enocoumtered booby traps tmit ware not on point because of wind
direection or the unit lesders directiwes. Booby traps are emnloyed by the
YC to interdict Ui troop movement or to defend VC positions or resting
places, They were found equally as frequently on dikes, trails, and on
jungle growth, It is expected that the perosntage on dikes and treils will
inarease in the wet season because the peasants vill be working in the pad-
dies and mcvement will b far nore greatly charmelised. 2/3 were found on
the ground, with most of the rest sutmerged. Three quarters were trip-wired
grenades, mostly Chicoa, and almost nons were covered by fire, to include
scme of the comwmnd detoneted mines, oat of the canmlties resulted fram
bunching up by the trpops.
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Ko clear picture of our doges psrformance against booly traps can bte pre-
sentad. Their few successes hawe been squally on trip-wire devices and plain
gremedes vith the handle bruced until jostled, In training the dogs hawe no
trouble picking up elther trip vires or prégsure releass devices. In the
field they have triggered or permitted their handlers to trigger both type de-
vioces, vith far less casualties than the nu-ber of imcidents, I have had no
ons shot in seven months, and none in the unit in close to a yecr, Of wmy
vounded, two tripped the device, two were wounded and ome killed Yy comcand
detonstec mines seimesmslbblied and five were wounded by devices that were
tripped by others, two of vhich at least the bandlers were at fault in not
finding the device, Incidents have ocourred equally in peddies and on thiek
trails. The following comclusioms, however, can be dmawn from experience,

1) Soent alerts ere inmdequats to protect a dog tsam from booby traps,
particularly because more oftsn than not the wind is from the wrong direction.

2) Dogs are grossly insdequate in finding devices on camal banks; they
are too distracted by the idea of crossing the water, drinking it, or from
fea!' of 1t-

3) A dog who is good on finding booby trape will probably hawve greater
success in the wet sesson whan their locaticns become more frequently on
treils and diims, if of course, the wind is right and it isn't raining

}“ L)
ﬂ}j /i dog who can slert on the device itselfl by sight recognition or
eixth penss will do far better than one dependent on scent. Sound from &
trip wire of course depends on the wind and if vinss are ussd the poesibility
of finding the device reverts to some other technique of alert.
5) 4 dog that worke too fast is a danger to his handler unlese he con-
centratas intently, :
6) Anmy dog who is not toc aggressive (cheses animals or bites innocent !
Vietnancse, Tiger Scouts, etc.) can be taught to work off lessh (20 to 30 i
meters in front of the handler) 4o give the handler an added advantage in |
case the dog trips something. For an aggressive dog a 25 ft. leash or a cut !
down version, say 12 ft., could bhelp., Also, meny dogs, if not heavily g
trained in tesic obedience, will not concentrats as well as they are caprble
vhen worked off leash., 7They need a long leash till their comcentration can :
be assured off leash. i
7) The best dogs on discipline and in the sbility of their handler to 1
control them , are the best concentrstors and inwariably find more booby '
traps, The handler who spends the moat time with his dog on obedience and
is strictest while working the dog in treining will fircd mcre booby trape

and last longer,

8) 7The best way not to become & casualty is always be concious of the
moverent of the troope you cre with, CDon't bunch up when they do. If they
gather around the squad leader when stopped, or around you st a canal or bridge
move off untill you are less vulnerabla to thijar errors., If you are not onm
point, stay at least 20 meters behind the point man and dom't let your dog
interfere with his efforts to find booby traps; 1t's his life out in front.

9) In treining, skmeps have the dog encounter decoys before he comes



to the booby traps, because he will e much more intcrested and conoen-
trating more after finding a decoy. :iowever, this pattern cannot be used
continuously, or the dog i)l ssscciats the two in the wrong order (expect
par-om;cl firet aluays end then ~igz & booby trep wvhile searching for per-
sonnel ;.
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During the month the unit reached it's all time khigh strength in persomnel and teams

but cne wounded, one ILRCL, one extensicn lecave, and one dog who quit working cut
into our operaticnel strength end things returned to normal. Cpermstions are begin-
ning to be limited due to excessive rain. The 2/39th Infantry hes a new 5-3 who

hag yet to be properly informed on the use of scout dogs. When he is briefed, there

will be more operations with the 2/39th Infentry. The avé rage dally rissions
breskdown wes one team 6/31et Inf, one teer 4/39th Inf, and two teams 2/39th Inf,
SP/L leonard Emith wes sericusly wounded by & comend detonated claymore ard
1s in Japan, His dog Brutus waos killed. He wac not on point beceuse the wind
direction wrong, but wes walking secord. SP/4 Geller wes in the hospital at Cam
Rehn Bey from wounds received in 2pril, .e will be transferred from this unit,
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