COMMANTER'S QRIENTATION

1. Welcome to thes 48th Infentry Platoon (Scout Dog), Yom should find your tour
here rewarding in certain ways, at least in the feeling of accomplishmet of your
assigned migsion, .

2, DUnit HEistory: The 48th IPSD was acilvated at Fort Benning,Georgim on 2 Septem
ber 19& with LT Ian L Jones in command, After training at Fort Benning the wnit
deployed to Vietnam on 11 January 1967 with a strength of 3 Officer and 14 enliste
men, - Arriving in Vietanm on 15 January 1967, the platoon moved to Tay Ninh on 23
January to Join the 196th lLight Infantry Brigade., On 12 April 1967 moved with the
196th Infantry Brigade to Olm Lal to becoms part of Task Force Oregon, and later,:
the Americal Division. In December of 1967, LT Gerald W Vosbury gssumed command,
The wnit moved again in Pebruary of 1968 to its present location at LZ Baldy, For
a four week period during April and May of 1968 the unit was located at Camp Evans
near the IMZ where the 196th had moved to support the 1st Cawalary Division, Om:
" 22 November 126(%_ &I’I!obert Matazingld, assumed command, : L é

3. Why We Are in Vietngm: In Vietnam, an entire generation has lived with or undd
threat of violence and hloodshed. .A shrewd and pe slve enemy lives among the
people and makes it difficult to decide who is frieéd and who is foe. Because sup-
port from the people is essential to victory, the Viet Cong have wariously indoc-
trinated, protected, terrorized and versecuted the Vietnamese, Fams, hamlebs, .
villages and cities are the scenes of battle, The people who are burt and hungry,
dispossessed and bewildered, are slow to see the value of any cause. Our purpose
in Vietnam 1s to suppbrt the South Vietnamese government in its exercise of auth-
ority over its own land and people. Effective government must exercise such auth-
ority so that orded can be restored and justice can prevall.

4. leval Assistance and Personal Affiars: For legal assiatance do not hesitate -
to ask advice and asslstance from your Platoon leader and assistance from your ¢
local judge advoceste, claims, transportatlon, or legal officer; or you may write
the Chief, U S Army Claims Service, Fort Holabird, MD 21219, Personal Affkirs #
are the many things affecting the welfare and personal and private lives of people
present and future. Army assignments may require service far from homo and in -,
places vhere commmications are difficult and facilitles for attending to per- ¢
sonal affairs are limited, By attending to personal affairs when it is convenienmt
to do so, you have peace of mind and provide maximm protection and security of _
yourself and dependents for the wnkrown future. A good personal affidrs program

will mimimize your fears and protlems and increase your perfermance effectiveness.
A soldler can do his bestbnly when he kmows that his affirs are properly arrange
and that hig dependents are safe from danger and financial ingecurity. Experiencc
has shwon that the well trained man with low marele cannot win battles or accom-

plish missions as well as a well trained man with high morale, A major contribu-
ting factor to high morsle is the peace of mind which results from keeping per-:

aonal affairs in order, The Commander will be avallable to assist you in putting

your personal affilrs in order.
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