
COHMANrER'S ORrENTATION 

1. Welcom& to too 48th Infantry Platoon (Scout l'kIg). You should find ;your tour 
h&re rewarding in certain WlQ'II, at least in the reeling of e.ccOlllplishanet of J!)v 
ass1gned miss1on. 

2. 1!'!!!1 Histom The 48th IPSD was acL1vat&d at Fort Benning.Georg;l.a on 2 Sept.. 
ber 1960 with ur len L Jones in cammand. Alter training at Fort Banning the mit 
de~:yud to Y.l.etnam on 11 Jenuary 1967 with a strength ot S omcer and 14 enl1sWi 
JUm. - Arrl:ving in Vietaml 011 15 J anuar;r 1967. the platoon movad to f87 liuh 011 23 
;January to join the 196th Light In.rantr,y Brigade. On 12 .&pm 1967 movad with the 
196th Want17 Brigade to .. Ls1 to become part of Task Force oregon. and later .. 
the Jllsr10al n!.usion. In Daceber of 1967, L'r Gerald 11 Vosbt!.r7 u..-ed _~ 
The mit JDCm!d again in Febl'llSl'7 of 1968 to ito p1'9SeDt location at LZ· BIU.cI;y. lor 
a four wet pflriod dur.I..ng .&pm and K87 of 1968 the unit was located at CaIap 1'ftDa 
near the IXZ vbere the 196th had mowd to support the 1st Ca~&l7 Dlvis1on. OIlj 

• 22 IO"lalber 1~~,Et ~bert Hataz1nsk! assumed C()IIIIIIend.· , . iI 
. 'tSr~ -, 

3. Jlty Va Are 1n View,t In Vietnam, an entire generation bas Uwd V:Lth or tIIIdIl 
threat ot Tiolenc& 8lld hlcodshed •• ! shreW and ~~s1w enem,. Uws IIIlOIlg the 
people and makes it difficult to decide vb) is trid'd and vbo is toe. Because.emp­
port 1'rom the people is essential to Tictory. the Viet Cong have variousl,. ind0c­
trinated, protected, terrorired and persscuted the Vietnallese. F8.l1U. hwIU.etIB, .-{ 
v1llages and cities are the scenes of battle. The people vbo are hurt and hunll7. 
dispossessed and bewildered, are slow to S8& too ~ue ot m canse. Our p1l1"pOse 
in Vietnam is to SUppbrt the South Vietnnmese government in its IIJt8rcise of autb­
orit,. owr its ow land and people. Effectiw gowrnment must eurcise such auth-
ority so that ordei' can be resto1'9d and justice can prevail.. .;, 

ilk .. 
4. Le"al Assistance and Personal Atfiars; For legal, ¥si,tance do DOt hesitate: 
to ae.k: advice end ass1stance 1'rom ;your Platoon Leader and assistance f1'Oll JOUI' .~ 
local judge advocate, claims, transportation, or legal officer. or :you 11187 write .. 
the Chief, U S Al:'Dl7 Cla1m8 Service, Port Holabird, lID 21219. Personal Attlin ~ 
are the man,. things atfecting the wlfare and p&rBOnal and private Uws ot people 
present and futUre. Al'm1 assigaments IIIIl3' require service tar t1'Oll bees IIlId in:" 
places where C01IBlIllJl1cations are difficult and facilities for attend'ng to p&r-'t 
sonsl atrs1rs are Umited. B7 attending to pe!"sonal atfain when it is convanient 
to do so. :you haw peace or mind and provide maximum protection and security at ,,_ 
:YOUl-"Sel.f and depandents for the unk rown future. A good personal at'rurs prograll 
w1ll mimim1 re :your fears and prohlE11118 and increase your perf'emance effecti_sl. 
A soldier can do his oos¥m1,. when he knovs that his atru.ra are properl,. arrsngee 
and that his dependents are sate :f'rom danger and tinano1al insecuri t,.. I:xperieacc 
bas shwon that the vall trained man with 1011 merale cannot win battles or acCOlll­
pUsh miss10ns as well as a well trsined man with high morale. A _jor contr.1bD. 
ting factor to high morale is the peace of mind whioh results t1'Oll keeping pel"- :, 
sonal affairs in order. The Commander will be avail.ahle to assist :you in puttiDg 
your person.al atriirs in order. 


