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TTRCDUCT I

The socout dog tear, trained as er effantiia, cotesdva £tt, lug terome en
integral part of the Infantry operaticn in 7iehrwn, Foamiled o1 tre natoral
compatibllity and affection batwe=n man and dog, the soout dog teoew 43 &
finished oroduct of leng rov=s ol intensive, special'zed trainirz., Froperly
amploved apafnet the emery, in beth effensive ard defemslvo cpevutions, the
team car te ¢f sigrificant agsistance. In some “rztanees, 4r thal feeting

EA

nomert when man must rea t inm belile, flof TTalthDMY cortmini” nan and hag mde

the diffcerance bYetwear gi22gse an? fol'ye-, Titrzem digagster ord a zission
aceewniighed,

The mmrooze of this trie” 's ‘o prof2 ¥lo Arlaniry sorm-ndor A4 4§ oo
mderstanding of the senut log Yoem, Sufe coegbitd -
that he maw effec*2waly mricy 4% or Ye ™ lefiell, T g HTL e o o
unit, the 47th Infaniry Tlatcon (§oont Tox' of the 297¢ Dvinde, Met ii~loime
Muigirn (Aretls’y ita rderrr, Wistors o-d zresmiste omte, Sirally, s~ -
with the Imowledge ¢7 a scovt dox tenm’s oo and potenticl) 15 45 Hoged *t

Fia1ad cormanders and lesdore 12 Yniws at ke LTV T Flass Toogamt 45 Teads o ¢

willing to serve.
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HISTCRY VD MISII W

The history of dop warfare 43 as old as =ria-e ‘trelf, Doza have tean
companions for men as well as attackars, scouls, sled «dcgs, casusly Jdogs,
and messenesers. Certain breeds, sich as the German Shepherd and Yatredor
Retriever, nossess a super!sr intelligence and heve exhibited a re=markable
ability tc edant to various HAnde of clircie ard terraln, 2ithough doge
8aY conslferst e actfer 4n b th Wopld “ars, 1 tme nos untlY the Koren
Conflict that 42 Prat TCID Secost Tog Tlarer: s Tvrmed, This was the
24th Tnfantry Platoem (Seont Tez), T.o w10 -, *aet7osl uses Lhat “haac
terme exhiMted, courled with *he'= ahi}iti-a, caused the Loy to @rlaree

1ts Seott Tre Proores, Tho 7TFh cornlllf e Cictinemfslied recard it Nores

and wes offleleldy e%ad fir oot tandies sr ol Sl B0 cervden, el - YT,
was Thbon o dr a letter of aelllove: -t Y T o Aomoondtar leness] of Y

25¢h Tnfantyv T/ vigtom for a recot™d of "=«"'~ . T8 com™t "otrels and tevine
never lost a mar due do ememn Mre, Thi - s 0w oy 200 tsgimred to

e Tog Training Detachoen
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at wvhich 2 courze of ‘rgtrmoaottom T o Toen T Tardlors an® dope. The suct=.
af thess fMMrst teome, 4n e Soictd -~ 77 s mmarle? Songmem, dlcuctly led

LY

to the wide uee of gceut doge 4 s Tedmam

+

Vaxr, Toldems, seme tuenly zeout d-o
ylatoons are effantively werldng heva 'm <oagtal nleins, de’tas, Teaches, riee
vaddios, villapges, snd mountein jumgles, The enary is qilie avaro of thelr
meeaenco on the battlefleld, Cavntured Tiet Cong documenta have revasled est-
ablished homtieas an a scout dog and hts Tariler, lieallsss b0 887, oux canine
wvarriors have Yert the rressure cn,

he ol eslen of = peent dog vlatoon 13 %o g ort intfantry, 1lrbeomio end other

tvre mits 1n tactical cmeretions ageins® host!le forces by detecting and
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ve Scout

dog teams may be utilized for specific mizeions:

8. Detection
b, DNotection
¢+ Deteetion
d. Detection
e, De"-’:ect im

A3sist in
ArQornany

of anbush sites

of' snipers close-ir

of eneny hidects or stay-behind groops

of enamy caches of weapohs, food, and amrxitlon

of m'nes or bocby-trape during road-clearing onerati-rs
village block and search or block and sweep oncrations
artush patrols =rd/or listaning nvosts to glve errly warming

of erety arrreoech,

Work with
¥ agniat

k.

cenba® trac'er taams in sweclsl sttuations reqring Loth

camatilitias,

FLATCQY HISTOIY AND AT MPLTIE2 ™S

The [7tk Infaniry Platoon (2out Deog) wms activated on 2 January 193 a2t

Fort Sennirg,

four TO0F squads,

sergeant, veteriner: tectmician,

nen and dogs,

scout dog teams,

The men an? thelr doge received thelr dreivirs of ot -

the T2urnelr povrge

a short lmave, ths wty Azwl~—rs 0 IV, gemictap Ay

Here we are assimad 4o the 222 “rizzde of the 1005t lireeme vtz o (120 -

based at L2 5ally.

A
Genrgin,

Ths headqwe-ters eontairs

Tha platoon consisis of & hgedgrarters grovy o-d

a rlsheor oo

end a elexlr, Taoh ermrd mevelghs o8 iy
neludine a squad leeder, P57 TUE eirongil dz 2% men- 24

-] ‘ >
: Teing, cupnlialing
of dmglmuvatd~ foom U7 T ruery Il 3 T ew TU0D L AR
| Lt e e maas e omee STt ol P AR
- - - - la - - .

This conmwrs w'iy the current °

scout dor pletocon for every infantry brigede,

The J7% has beem getively enpgaged In suprertine the 7

oper=tions,

Operation Mevgda Eacle,
raddiee, noumbodn hmglos,

Mrat miseion or 1L Aly 1063, the pletosn hes

The men have surnorted every ocdtal’en T The omipals

Thay Yeve worted ¢ Yle ooorta’ plalra, -e~ckeg, Tice
wA)-pea, and ‘v § G Ui lee, Shgvilap with le

zrme on & total of 79 misgicone

112
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through 31 December 1968, Ther have svent 221 days in the flald, SC7 Wright

and his dop Pup mccoumted for the bgrest enemy cache thus far vhich included
20,000 rounds AK-47, 75 mortar rounds, 3 mortar tubes, 12 bolt rifles, anc 1
Thompson ,45. 47th IPSD "Paw Power™ accounted for 32 enerty KIA, 2 WIA, and

4, POV, _

With the ar-ivnl in country of +he 1/5th Mechanized Infentry Mvi-ion, *ka call
wvant out to the A™h and the response was, 23 in 211 cases, Lretste, TIn suprort
of Operation Picneer T, sccut dog teams fYom this unit provied with tne new
troovers at Quang Tri, %¢n Thien, Dong Ra, andl along the M. Am=vt wss cienrly

left. The 1/5th Mech will get their owr soout dog preboos: early ‘his year.

QUALIFICATIQNS COF EANDILERS ARD DOGS

Tt hes already bheer esiablished that +he dog ard *=nilcr m st wiz' 28 & now
ordinatod tear to be effective, Therefore, it L8 inperrant that Lhe mendieits
attitude fowards dops be of genuine fondness and ne must alao have a peracmal
degire to work vith a dog in a wayr that often find the nan and deg eating and
sleering together.

Fandlers mist have averags irteillpgence or above tc —-oi with degm, It is o011
imaortant that a handler understands that his doz i:= ~cailci=ly doradat o
him for both his training and eare., Bven the bert nanliers ornsi -emlize that
one cannat force desired behavicr o a dog= he simmly coes not havs ths mental
capacity of a human belrg, Therclfore, a handler must, atove all, Lo patizt
and wnderstanding with his dog,

Handlers are roquired to have mertal and ni;~ e eccrilnelion, A handler rust
do all the thinldng for the teex and, thxeuch ol mrwoiente and gestures, bt

lead ard puide his dog., Alomp vith coordingtdoa, LU %s necessar— that a ne il
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have good vhysieal endrance. Tt 1a safe to gsay that or any type miesdem the
handler mist be a»le to "out last" his dog. Tn order for a team to o e&ffaciive,
1t 1s imperative that the handler bve aweke and at all +iwes be aware of what ais
dog 13 telling him, Only through the handler's correct interrretation of his
dog's slgnals can a teem become an ald to the i{nfatry wmit,

Because nf the dog's dependency on his hamdler, 3t 1s necessary thet the handler
be of a rescurcefNil nature and be able to cope with the wide variety of protiles
ard situations enasmmtered in the field, Many of theso situati-rs may be witie
tc 2 partimdar oneration, hence, never covered in the 1z veels »f stetesile
+ralning.

Nors +o0 must presese certeln traite and charactertstics whick w711 make ther
adaptable to rdlitar:- sarvies., A1 dogs used By tie Army are vrooured tpreugh
the Alr Forca at Lacldand AMr Porce Bage, Texas where they irst rmst pase ¢
seriog of testa. 14 dog st be between 1-3 jears o0ld, =4 have a parernlls
healthy aprearance. Then come the tests for rables, distemper, em! ohher dis-
aages cormen to doga. They imst have two coats of hair, good teeth, bo well
m'.zscled, ar;‘i have geod mdsmée.. ‘I"':. 1-8- aleo n")or';a:vt that the dog he gy~
essive. Kthough net a requirament, 1t is ganerellr arncerted that Cerman
Ghépﬂerés be neod 'f‘or'ﬂte military because they possess the desiral charme oo
istica. Mele dogs are mors rmerous Wb not a necosgfty, Jf the Ay -cee
accept a "emnle she rmist be sneed not leas than sfx morths nrisr to accentance,

Tt has been ferv=d that a famle scout dog v11Y werlr well with tracier toers ar

thar pet aleng wvith the meles,

FezE 27
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TRAINING

Once the &y has accepted a dog for scout use, he 1s shivped t5 Fort Bemninsg
where he finds a young, eager handler waiting for training to begin (12= -
veeck course of instruction), The firat two weeks are basio obedience in which
time the dog learms vhow his master is and that he mmst be obeyed. The next
four vecks are spent on basic sccuting. During this period, you take the nat-
ural instinct of a dog to mmt and chase and chanrel it towards ~umman scenl,

&t first, the dog will be mlerting oo small animais and birds an’ eich time no
doegs the handler rust make stem correctiona te let the deg imow thiz 1s wro..
When he does alert on the Intman decoy, the dog is preised heavily wvoth words e
a firm hand on hie withers,

After the dog has become accustomed to the work harness snd mowe his jsb, he
and the handler mova on to advanced scouting vhere they meet nevw vrociems suc!
as decoye In trees, timnels, or placed in areas vhere the wind will yplay tidcla
on the dog, Right from the begimning the handler has beer learning te evaiua:.
toth the dog's alerts plus the factors that are affecting the alerts sucr. we
vind direction and strength, terrain, and the placen=t of objests +lai zig.s
tord Yo rlter the trie direction of the wind, It is here where the Lantier
mat do his party welgh all ava?latle informaticn and meke en mcourate estirs’o
af tte gituation. In a fewr mumths ments lives will depend on his juigenent.
By the final twe weesl:s, whiceh is spent on specialized training, the cog and
handler, werking as = tear, nave tecoma an effectlve warning derice to de usel
b7 an Infantry it of almost any size., This specialized tralning inaldes
rarmalling, waterhorne patrolling, wori: with heliccoters, river erosging and
nigh* training. Becanse af thig *rafrning, the tsamg are more alapishle teo

specializad units veing the rore advanced irfaniry <oncepts lilre alrcinie,
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To keev up with the ever—changing needs of infantry umita, Llhe 474 T .faniry
Platoon (Seerrt Dop) mms a continuing program of inecountry training for the teac
voridne throughout the Famcus Secomd Srigade, On day= when the <ogs are not
filling committments, they are mm through training lanes which have overything
from booby-traps to personnel, Each dog is given specia) attention 1z the arcas
in vhich he is wveak, Alsc lanes are set up in acgordance with what is bedng
fomnd within our AO0. Our in-country training program is broad in that 1i ene
encammasces all phases of scourting, yet, like most operatiomns in tre 2nd origsde,
1t is Rghly spectalized. Thus, vhen the f1eld commander requedts a - g fean ne
Inows he will recelve n team that 1s knowledgeatle of the curremi tactics?
gitusticn and 1s prepared to do the job required, An importasc prrt 21 che
trainine done on and arownd 8ally 1s the intricate and challenpias cisiacle
course which 1s located on the nortt side cf the 47ih!s lenneling area, Dega

can be chserved bedng worked through the ecourse daily. This not only prevides
enjoyment for both the dog and handler, ™t alse allows the dog tc relleve excuce
enerey. This, the scout deg training mrogram is continually striving %o neet

the dsmands of our dynamic mode of modern warfare,

CAPABITYTTES AND LIMITATIONS
Doge mra rosseaged ot certaln keen sensas vhich meke *h.xm an “iaivsllia aed
ir coumteringirgency overaticna, Tike other specializec items [ eqiiprent,
vou rust be thoroughly familfar with 1ts cperatior before ow s~ fully reallze
4ts renafitas. Such 13 the cese with geout dogs,
Dora ean glve sarly silent warning of emery hiding in :svee, canel benke,
foxholes, trees {fumgles, Porests), rice paiddles, =ni ever or ceuasiem slert or
the rragence nf a well-concealed mentrap. hey scromiilsk thls thrnpegh tledr

mmerior sensos of smell, sight, and hearins., 2 detesing samds too falel oo

Ve
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Fguan ears—— the seraping of elothing against trush, harsh breathing, the rsp
of a sendal apainst & rock, the accidental clicking ¢f a belt; and even mote
ranarkable is its atlity to detect the presemnce of a trip wire in total darinees
by the faintest of all samds.— soundvaves by the vitration of the wire, plue its
atility to scent the bdoobytrap and associated humn odor.

Properly trainad and employed wder ideal conditioms, the average scout dog ie
capable of alerting on airbornme tuman ecent at a great distance. However, aven
an alert of 30 reters 13 a lifesavar inder the most adverse condi~iong ~¢ moamn
visitility, ‘

Bven though a dog hears 40 times better than a man, gnells with an ability 20
timee groater, amd sees 10 times, it 1s not to be seld that a co~ tean is in-
fallitle, incapable of error, or devold of limitations, These limitatims are
harmf\il enly vhen the handlar iz unaware of what they are and what inflvence ther

have on the dog's semsory and physieal activities,

PROPSR EMPLOYMENT OF STCOOT DOG TEAMS

Because of the wide variety of tactical sitnatiorns encomtered in the field, the
emplovment of the scout dog team should be left up to the discreticn: »f the
companding officer of the unit supperted, Hovever, certein rulee an’ M~ide-
lines should be followed, The primary misaion of a dog team 13 tc provide
aarly silent warring, tc the infantryman, of impending darger, Calculsted in
terma of tactieal velue, a dog pronerly smployed can foil an enay?: operat! oo,
Sinee the dog detects primarily airborne scent, for a ‘ean te be moet effaective,
it 12 generally accepted thet the dog will be on the point position or at lesst
in the point ciemert where he will have tii~ lacct distraclion, In areas of

1ikely danger, the dog should he meved to the ztidl:z or rear of the patrol, as a
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dog tesn is not intended to take part In any enveloping action., Renenmber, a

dog 18 capable of alerting from anywhere in the patrol.

In situations vhere vegetation is extremely thick, such as dense jmgle, the timval
of semnt will be considerably restricted; causing it to drift aimlessly becauss
of the lack of eirenlation In such areas., Ar alert rangs of 10.15 meters is ooc-
sidered pood 1mder such conditions, In $ungle-covered mcuntains, experience has
shoun that wvhat 1ittle wind is avatlable usually is headed directly up the slope.
In such e situztion, carefnl censliderution should be givan to ths slacem=? of Lho
tean 30 2¢ to afford maximm use of the wind. A trafl cutter may “»» n=il etqe -
of the dog without lirdting his abilities, hovever, In cases wher: grsc am
sssential to the miaslon of the petrol, the dog tear should be nzved of hhe
voint as n dog camot worl effectively at a fast pace. Cormmani:rs should reae-
1ize that a dog is not a machine and needs rest, as does eny Infartrimes, o

a dog is worked throuzhout the day, it la wnwvise te wice hin on e nfght ambush.
Remember, the handlar l>ows his dog beat and hias suggesiions as to the ampioy-
rmant of the dog should rever be disregarded.

fboove all, a acout dop chould he used for scouting gnly. Using dogs for interr-
ogrtion of prismers 2nd detainees 15 strictly forbidden excent in cases c:
enargency. Scout dog teams will never be used to track, such as fo.’cw.ng .
blood trafl or simila~ +rack, A scout dog that is prome to trech on lasd mu
into an ambush,

Tracker teams are availevle apd work in eomjimciion with the azont dogs on

many occasions, The usa of scout doge with combeb lracier tears 1s becoming

the rule throughout the Brimade. Tracker Zcee, more often than not, wiil oo
alert on the oripgin of gcert wnt’l omly a faw fect away, This creales a

dancercus gitmation. tc the handlor and the unit survorted, Py amploying e

P
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scout dog with the tracker, the com:md& ig able to follcw an enemy fodoe mud
yet be wvatned in advance of its vhereaWe.

Cormanders should always bear ir mind the importance of using sccut dog teams
only vhen they are likaly to be effective, Misuse of teams car lcad to inhoy
vhich would hinder the availability of dopgs. Properly emmloyed, the sco:t dog

toam can spell the differcnce between succese and fallure of a aissim.
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Y2 has boon showr that the potential of a trained scout dog toam, in support

of infantry, is immense. Emphasis wust be pleced on 1%s proper and eificient
utilization in tacticel sitwations, It is hoped that the informetior and
backgrournd provided in this drief will assist the cormander 4n accempilshiqg
thts,

The 47tk Tnfantry Platoon (Scout Dog) is a specialized unit, made up of
volunieers vhe suvport every infantry company in the Famous Ind Brigade, i
have walked noint, combat asesaunlted, and mearched villages with 271 the t:. :;em:
of the Mrigade, Our record standas for itself, 4 commander wis ceile om "o
Pouwer" for sumoort kmows he will recelve the bast, This Is noihdng Jess 4o

standard for the "Pride of the 2nd Brigadet,
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1. ™ 20-20, HQ, DA, May 1967,
2. Fandbook for Scout Dog Wrplowmenk, USAIS, Fort Zerming, georgis, Mav 1967,
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