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anymore, $0 he was relteved or duty. awaIting Eutha.nasia. or 
course, everyone felt sorry for hIm and berriended him. sa he 

Quickly became a mascot and frlend to all. 

The new Colonel saw BaTon on one ot hiS first inspection 

tours, learned or hu scheduled Euthanasla and decided that 

wasn't gOIng to happen. ~lth some Instruction and help fro. 

Sergeant Varney, Baron became the Colonel's dog. We now had ft 

new dog bandter. or course. he didn't pull any post duty, but he 

would come up to the kennels, load Baron up 1n his Jeep, and go 

tour the base and perlmeter every day or SQ. You'd think that 

old black dog had dIed and gone to heaven to 

around in that Jeep With the Colonel. and the 

see him riding 

Colonel looked 

pretty pleased with himself, also, One good thing about it, fro. 

that paint on, just about anythlng the 1-9 section needed, we 

rece.l ved. 

Losing a dog was always a devastating experience tor the 

handler concerned. but it also had an effect on the entire Unit. 

All the other handlers knew it could have been them, or it may be 

their turn next. To lose a dog under combat conditHms was very 

tough. but to lose one because of a stupid accident was al&ost 

too much to bear, 

A good example of thlS happened to an Airman Second Class in 

my squa.d. If r hadn't seen the accident. 1 would have been 

Incl.ned to b\aMe the handler for negligence. but I was sittlng 

there W.thln a few feet and watched the entire tragedy ~s it 

unfolded, The RegulatIons sta.ted that 'Dogs witl be litted onto 
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And off of trucks. They w111 not be allowed to JUlDJ)". Thil 

regulation was followed loosely or rellglously depend1ng upon the 

handler, 

Alr~an Second Walker and I were the last two teams on the 

back of the truck ,that night. As we pulled up to the poat drop 

oft that WAS Assigned to Walker, he threw his gear off, moved to 

the tall gate whICh was e.tended straight out. told hiQ dog to 

sit and stay, then JUMped ott the truck. lnstead ot obeying, the 

dog decided to jump ott also, wnen he did. his lett froat paw 

slipped Into the crack between the tailgate and truck bed. The 

result was the breaking of all the bonea in his foot. When it 

came out at the crack. and as he ~it the ground. the damage wal 

compounded. I immediately got on the radio and had backup.~etulla , 
dispatched. and to have the veterinarian meet us at the kennels, 

I Bent Walker and his dog in with our driver and covered botb 

postB until relief arrived. Returning to the kennels. I cbecked 

wlth Captain Caraway. our veterinarian, The diag~osis was as 

I've already described. The prognosis. not good. Be would set 

and cast the leg, but didn't have ~uch faith in a favorable 

outcome. Atter SIX to eight weeks. it became obvious that the 

break was not gOIng to heal, ThlS meant the dog was unfit for 

milItary duty and was gOlng to have to be put down, Airman 

Walker took thiS news very. very hard, Like 1 said, the lOBS of 

a clO$8 companIon due to a stuPld accident is almost unbearable • 

• Photo 1.39 

SomebodY, probably our new Colonel, camo up with the idea 
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Cam Ranh Say, Vietnam 

'Doc Caraway prepares to remove the CAst. They dis­
CQver the root has not healed at all. and the dot will 
~111 have to be put down. 

1.39 


