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Pleiku Air Base - 1965

By John Risse
633rd SPS, 1965-66
was pan of the first 50 Air
Force dog handlers to get
pennanent orders to Viet-
nam. I reporied to Lack-
land AFB, during the last week
of September 1965 for indoctri-
nation and training,
Afier & week of extrs truin-
ing and classroom inmruction

we were ready o go, or al least

we thought we were.
On Oclober 10th I ken-
neled my dog Duke,
645F, and iranquilized
bim for the Jong trip
ahead and boarded 2 C-
130 st Kelly AFB.

We flew oot sround
nooa to Travis AFB lor
processing out of coun-
try. We spent the night
st Travis, then on to
Hickam AFB, Hawaii
We stayed one day at
Scofield  Barracks
where we watered our
dogs, hut they siepi
most of the time be-
cause of the tranquiliz-
ers. :

The next moming
we flew to Guam where
we agsin spenl the
night. Finally, on Octo-
ber 17, 1965 we arrived
al Tan Son Nhut.

Vhen we opened the
doors an the plane the
smell and heat Lierally
threw us back o few feet. Onee
we could gel off the plane we
began unloading the dogs and
our gear. Funny thing 11, we
were told that they had no idea
what todo with us...no one was
expectng us! I came 1o leam
that was S0P in Viemnam,

We 100k our dogs ont I.Ild.

walked and watered them. It
was very, very hot and we had
adifficult time cooling the dogs
down. Two of our fufty dogs
died the first day incoantry of
heat stroke. T knew right then
and there thit waa aot going to
be 100 glonous & rouine,

We were transponed Lo Bien
Hoa, where we atayed for the
next week providing K-9 sccu-
rity for the nir base there.

On October 29, twenty-five
of us received orders for Pleiku,
That sftermoon we packed our
gear and bosrded » C-130
headed north, Agun, upon our
amival, we were Lold we were
ubnexpected. We just langhed it
off and 100k our dogs off the
plaae, stsking them out be-
tween the unway and the rice
paddies. The only buildings, in
the distance, near the foothills,

John and Duke were part of the first Air Force
dogs permanently assigned to Vieimam in [965.

were those of the 25th [nf. Div,
We soon discovered we were Lo
share thost quarters with them
for the next month.

There wasa’t a place for our
dogs 1o May, so the first day we
began by making temporary
kennels for them. We put the
thippiog crates in two lines and
suaked the dogs between them.
Withip a conple of days we had
our doga seltled in and we be-
gan guard duty at the ammo
dump, the fuel sorsge area, and
Ibe perimeler of the base be-
tween the runway and the rice
paidice

Weo lived 1 1ents and
worked 12-hour shilts from
6pm 10 6am, everyday, alihough
once in swhile we got a day "off

posi”™ when we spent our time
building s permanent type ken-
nel for our dogs. In 1966, the
base started 10 build up quickly
after the firm of year . Conirac-
tors came in March to build
wood barracke and an office
building. They built bunkers for
us on the perimeter of the base
with M-60s mounted oo 1op. In
case of attack, we were (o use
them untif the Air Police could
back ns up. We soon
found out that the M-
60s were shipped
wilhout firing pins|
We discovered it on
the firing range -
thank God for prac-
tice.
One day, when I
wat kennel maner, I
told the Vietnamese
workers Lo slay away
from the suaked out
dogs, but of course
with our lsngusge
barrier I only could
hope they under-
Rood me. As [ wan
silting in the tent
walching them work
I noticed a man at-
templing 1o walk be-
tween the staked out
doge, The dogy were
watching h:m as
well. I yelled for um
Lo ®op, but it was too
Late. One of Lhe dogs
jumped cul at him
and as the worker tned 1o get
sway, he jumped closer 16 an-
other dog on the other de, The
dog bit him on the arm throw.
ing him 10 the ground. 1 ran oot
to the kennel ares and ined 1o
separate the dog from the man.
The man waa hitling Lhe dog
with a hand saw, trying 1o free
himself from the dogn jaws. I
grabbed bath the dog and man
and pulled them apart. The dog
was pone Lo happy about il ei-
ther. The villager made it out
OK. The bite only lefll some
unall puncture wounds on his
srm. He wen & very fucky
man...and he knew it. The dog
war quite astisfied with
himwelf...] saw him smiling and
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Well, this
is the Sth and
last DogMan
of 1994, It has
been quite a
year. Just a

1 few monlhs
ago Tom Milchell and [ were
tallring about getting whis asso-
dation naned, pow here we are
going 1o our first reunjon.

We now bave 721 members
in our mailing list. To date we
have not figured out how we
shou'd go forward wilh charg-
ing dues or subscriptions o
DogMar. That is one of the
important wsues will we be dis-
cusaing al .be buriness mecling
in DC.

Before 1 talk about that
more let's discuss our plan for
the reunica. The latest in that
we may be able to have a ban-
dler and a dog on the lage dur-
ing the official Vietnam Memo-
rial ceremony on Friday afier-
noon, November | 1. We should
know for sure by the end of
October, hopefully.

Bruce and Judy Fleming are
providing the association with
a wresth for the wresth laying
ceremony on Friday at The
Wall.

After Lhe Fnday ceremony
we will hsve s reception at 6:30
pm and dinner st 3:00, fol-
lowed by dancing. Gordon
Long 14 helpung with the disc-
jockey and other needs.

On Saturday morning we
will have a breakfast followed
by a very imponanl meeting.
Al the meeung we will be dis-
cussing many issues, including
the anucipated income ¢ xpense
budget for next year, We will
be making many decisions
aboul Lhe future of the Vietnam
Dog Handler Assocaation.

But just becsuse you can not
make it 10 the reunion does Dol
mean you don'l have a voice.
Here are some of the important
issucs lo be decided. Please
conlact me or Tom Milchell to
give us your ynpuat.

» Should we charge duea7 If 30
how much 1nouslly?
« [f we charge should we charge

differens amounts for noa K5
and non-vets? If so, how much
more or leas?

+ Should onr members be oaly
Vielnam vets, vets from all
wars, all vet handlers?

» Should we incorporate, elect
officers?

« Should we have regional of-
ficers who woald be respansibile
for regional activilies?

+ Shoaid the 1993 reunica be al
Lackland AFB, if so when? The
MPs reunion is in August in St
Louis.

+ Sboald we just have regioml
reanions in 95 and bave the
nafional reunion in 19967

* What shonld our goals be”
Social or veterans beuerment
relsted, or both?

= Should we make our mailing
List available 10 our member-
ship?

" 1 will be arriving on Novem
ber 7 and can be reached ar the
Holiday Inn, 703-960-3400, .
will be there putling the fins,
touches on the reumon plans.
will leave my home on Novem
ber 3 and will be oa the rosc
uniil I arrive in DC.

If you need 10 talk 10 some
one please call Torn Mitchellw
619-588-1441, as he will not be
leaving until November 10.

I hope 10 se¢ you in DCI!

Joha Langley
Membership Chairman
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Pleiku  Continged
“smying” to me “See [ cm do
what you tsaght me!™ “Good
boy,” I said, also-with a smile.
One night Duke mmd 1 were
patrelling the 500-LB. bomb
dump when we were hit by our
firmt moniar atlack. The initisl
sound was such thar, even
though [ had never been in a
mortar sitack before, I
aew exactly what it
was.. it’s something I'lL
never forget cither. The
mentation and fear that
immediately went
throogh my mind is nn-
like anything I had expe-
rienced hefore, but
worked my way throogh
it and did my job, jum
like a miJlion other guys
Onace 1 recovered
from my initial shock, I
looked toward the ran-
way and all T conld see was
flames and smoke billowing up,
uming the sky bright red. Il
wemed 10 last for bonrs, bat in
realiry it was bot 2 few minutes,
The rest of night went hy with-
out incident, but [ had a real eye
opener the next morming. 1
found monar shells that hadn’t
gone off sticking oat of the

ground not more than 30-feet.

and saying how lucky 1 wat.
That night could have been
THE night

But there is another day that
REALLY sticks with me. April
22, 1966, It waa snother mortar
attack. ] was “off post™ that
night and Duke was at the kea-
oel. Just after 2:00 am the first
mortar hit. [ jpmped up and ran

to the bunker outkide the tenr

This time T KNEW what it
wat...and what could happen. |
waited out the artack in Lthe bun-
ker feeling relstively safe and
poxmd, but I was also wonder-
ing how Duke war (aking this
atiack withowd me. Aller the at-
tack | was told to get to the ken-
nel right away. Duke was Joose
and no one could get him under

had slready put me 10 the hos-
pital once and bit me three cther
times. He was & good dog, but
very aggressive and & little new-
rotic at times. Slowly I kept
moving closer 10 him, Evento-
ally I was able to get my leash
around his neck and get him
under control. The veterinarian
was right behind me nd he was
sble to tranquilize him.
11 was only than that we
were able to see that he
was badly injured. He
had ripped down 1he
keonel'a chain link
fence trying to get oul
of tbe kenne! during the
attack and his back legs
were togally torn op. He
had lost a lof of blood
and was in very bad
shape. The vex told me
he had to be transported
to the 9th Med. Center,
in Saigon, 1o get the proper
care, but [ was also tald I could
not go with him. They packed
him up into a jeep and 100k him
to a \ragsport headed south.
That is the last time [ saw Duke.
As far as | know he war put
down in Saigon hecause of his
injuries, but that can oot be con-
firmed.

1will pever (orget Duke. He

Trom e 500 LB BB THEY “Tontrol: Tran a3 fast as T could—"wury great vog wnd sometimes

were stuck in the sand that sur-
romnds the bombs. I looked at
Dake and he looked up at me. |
am sore he knew we coald hwve
been blown to pieces that
aight!!. We called in and the
munitions lcam came out to de-
‘ust them. They just kept look -
.ng a1 me, shaking their head

hoping be would be OK snd that
someone wouldn't get trigger
happy and shoot him. When I
got 10 the kenne! Duke was ap
on the posting truck tike he was
wailing lo go 1o post. [ walked
op to the truck calling his name.
He was growling and barking at
me. This was trouble because he

[ wonder what would have hap-
pened if we had been together
thal night so long ngo.

John Ritse now resides in
Virginia, Minnesota witk kis
wife Carolyn and thier three
children, John, Andrea, and
Linda.

A GI Named K9

Stan Johnson
Ist Mar Div,, Ist Med. BN

Twas a Navy Corpsmun with
the Ist Marioe Divition in
1966, wationed in Chu Lai. I
worked in Triage where we
mopped op the blood and gore
that the war produced - the dead
and wounded. The chaff of
battie, the caruahiies. It seemed
2 hopeless, never ending job. I
hate war!

In my Medical battalion
there were only Navy surgeons
and Hospita] Corpsman - no
nurses (damned). The Cotps-
men leamned their shit very (ast
and it was a hard school. Ii wars
hard school for all us Gl's no
maitcr what our MOS - learn or
die!

We did all kinds of outland-
ish muff. We trested our own,
Y. NVA and we even deliv-
ered babies and performed an
occational C-Section,

We were ailuated on a bluff
overlooking the South China
Sea. [ was benutifut and when
the wind was fresh off the ocean
it was even close 1o comforiable
in the swelter and homidity m
thote latitudes, even though it
was 115 degreea in the shade,

The time was 1438 and the
only sction we had that day
were Lthree heat casualtics and
running & regular pick call -
thank God. We spen( most of
the day getting LV."s, dressing
materials, tourmiquet’s and
other supplies for the inevitable
onslaught of pending casualties.
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It was a nice break!

Then we got the call, “chop-
per with two wounded.” We
didn't know what kind of
woands, 80 we prepared for the
worst.

Then the stretcher bearen
broaght in » DOG? Nexi thing
you know they will be bringing
ot damn docks to ireat!

Right behind the dog thero
staggered in » walking wounded
Air Force guy. We put him ona
streicher and all he wanted 10
know was “"How is my dog?”
Well now I undermood. DOG
was in the K-9 Corps and “fly
boy™ waa his handle:r.

They botb had shrapnel
wounds, Nothing major it
rammed out. But we didn’t know
shit about veterinarian medi-
cine. We did know inat all bio-
logical rysiems are very much
the aame.

We debrided their wounds,
packed 1them with iodelomm
drains and dressed them. Then
we gave the handler has tetanos
toxoid. sireptomycin and peni-
cillin. But we didn’t know the
dosage of medications for
DOG. We were not veterinar

iang. Well we decided 10 use 2

formols based on weight used
10 figure out dosage for young
¢hyldren.

We decided to keep them
over night for observation, but
where should the dog stay -cer-
tainly nof on a human ward. We
thought maybe the medical sup-
ply 1ent. The dog’s handler
would have nothing 1o do with
that -he wanted Lo be with his
dog! He said, "Either the dog
stays with me, or | stay with the
dog.” The dog and handler were
given cots next o each other i
the murgical ward.

The next day some officer
from battalion or division went
through the wards passing oat
medals. He pinned a Purple
Heant on the dog handler and

P d up the dog. I never could
figure that out that one. Dudn't
DOG serve as admirably at his
handler??

My impression of the dog
and his handler were that there
was & GREAT bond that ] very
seldom waw between men n the
wme unil. Maybe 10 becaum
dog 12 just simply loyal. and (he
handler knows that and loves
him for it. [ do know 11 10 a
onique relationship unlike any
other. T envied thar.





