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Dogs Die Protecting Tan Son Nhut AB 
By Tom Mitchell 

DogMMl Editor 
new runway construction he saw them when I did," dog, Nemo, of/-leash, Nemo, 
and the 10-foot deep drain- Marsh called urgently as with Rebel, rushed full 
age ditch was Dale Sidwell into his radio, let Rebel off- speed toward the oncoming 

Portwomonthsa7-man and Toby on l<ilo-2; George leash, and slithered back vc. He took on IWo of them, 
VC /NVA recon team Bevich and Duke on Kilo-3; into a sandbagged bunker, takin); both 10 the ground, A 
<;I.H\'pyed Tan Son Leroy Marsh and Rebel on Almost simultaneously, shot WdS fired and Nemo 

Nhut Air B~se, Their plan Kilo~4; ~lnd Robert Ihe mortar rounds began went down, the round goit1g 
W.l:. ~!mpit' They would Thorneburg and Nemo on hittlll~ on the other side of into his mouth and back out 
pplwtr.lte tlwug-h the perim~ KiJo·5 tht' runway, on the through his right eye. 
eh'r ft>l1:l'i:' ,it " point wht:'re a About three ,------------r-'T-------, Thlnmug 
dr,\llla~e ditch would lead hours after lak- opened fire, 

the air dropping flares, They 
would drop over SOD by 
dawn, II was like daylight at 
lJl2S ." it also created large 
and evil looking shad0ws, 
(For the dog team the added 
light was not necessarily the 
besl thing, The do~s e",lid 
see and hear in the dark. 
Once it became light that ad­
vantage was diminished,) 

About 0135 some 01 the them ""uth hlward the ing post, K-9 but was 
bdS€"'S runway. section leader Perimeter re,lce" () v e r" VC racing across the runway 

The fence line was de- Tommy Shehan whelmed by got tangled in the concertina 
fended by the South Viet- came by to give the force of wire placed around the rUn-
nameseAir Force, which had Laudner a fif- the attack, way, The ones that got 
a history of ineffectiveness, leen minute He too was through the wire headed to-
Once through the perimeter break, shot and fell ward the Security Police bUn-
they wou Id push sou th Abo u t , to i<>., ~" the kers on the llightline side of ' 
through the sentry dog 0050hrs, De- ground:'-- the runway: 
posts, over the runway, and eember 4, Ditch The VC Each oflhe bunkers held 
onto the f1ightline, Shehan went to continued to one M-60 and two riflemen 

The plan would work Sidwell's post, l<ilo-3 l<il0-4 l<ilo-5 run past with M-16s, The VC/NVA 
only if the VC/NVA heavily l<ilo.2, to give NEW-RUNWRY CONSTRUCTION ,j.,Shll~!!~'· 'He were cut to pieces, Nol one 
outmanned the American him a break. d of them 
defenders, It was normaUor Then Shehan s. ;' mghtline::'~' 
the VC/NVA to attack only wenl on to ' ~', The aU~CI'_'lr.!'S,,~'llIDm. 
when they had a ten-Io-one 1<110-3, 

rati<!n oVer the enemy forces. _ Pulling ,\.Ipl~~~~~~~~~, • .:.,!JIlI,..M •• 
• ,In Uuscase they planned 10, ioll:l::llo-3".1 
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November. December 1996 DogMan Page 3 

Dogs Die Protecting Tan Son Nhut AB 
By Tom Mitchell 

DogM"n Editor 
new runway construction he saw them when I did." dog, Nemo, off-leash. Nemo, 
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posts, over the runway, and cember 4, Ditch The VC Each of·the bunkers held 
onto the llightline. Shehan went to l<il0-4 continued to one M-60 and two riflemen 

The plan would work Sidwell's post, l<ilo-3 l<ilo·S run past with M-16s. The VC/NVA 
only if the VC/NVAheavily 1<i10.2, to give NlW-RUNWay CONSTRUCTION "ph~.!'I!!I1.'He· were cut to pieces. Not one 
outmanned the American him a break. d of them 
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when they had a ten-to-one 1<110-3. 
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~,!~l'jf~~~ra{~~~,~t, th~~f.adl,~."*1'" •. ~ .... ~. ',' '''.lJJllRi:v,k n be was ther"i16Stve him" fligntline,~ ""~.:,:~:.,,, 
oullsWletheperimeter. a break. Bevichdid not ni- On Kilo-I, Larry'La\l~ 

23()Oh,rs., December 3, spond. Geltlng;-Qut of the der and Cubby jumped in:" 
It was time to begin the.. truck Shehan' saw a large the ditch 'for l'rQtection 

. ?Ittack The VC/NVA headed group of VC/NVA rushing from Ihe mortar attack. 
toward the base perimeter. toward him. They had over· Most of the dog handlers 

USA F sentry dog handler run KilQ-3, killing Bevich. had experienced mortar at-
Cl'Orge Bevich was not feel- Shehan jumped from his tacks before. On April 13, 
)ng well the night o!Decem- truck as the VC/NVA ran 1966, the VC hIt TSN with 
ber 3, so he switched posts past him, tossing a grenade some 250 morlars, killing 
with VDHA member, Larry at the truck. The grenade seven Americans, injuring 
Laudner, went off inside the truck, lIL 
• Bevichand hisdo'g, Duke, throwing Shehan to the But this attack was dil­
had been assigned to KilO-I, ground. Fragments of the ferent. This was a ground 
one of the large"t of the K-9 grenade tore through him, attack. 
PO:4ts at Tan Son Nllut (TSN), knocking him unconscious. Milrsh, on Kilo~4~ knew 
requiring quite.1 bit of walk~ M.1fsh, on Ktlo-4, was the wh~n he Jt'( i{t.'bl'l go he 
ing, LaudneT ilnd his dog:, first to call~in the att(1ck, might not rome back, but 
Cubby, 612E. were ,upposed "Th.y were about SO yards that is what he was trained 
to palr{ll Ktln-3, a smalJer out from my POb"t," said to dn Sentry dohs wefe 
and t'azo;wr post Just south of Mar. .... !l. "Rebel didn't alert trairwd to a!t'rt iHHi then "t­
the dramilf;€ ditch ". it was because the wind was blow~ tack 
pretty wide open and could ing the wrong direction. But "I had to send Rd",1 out 
be covered without The VC wefe aU around us, 
walking around too I had to ::;lnw the ilttdckcrs 
much. Kilo-3 so the others could or~.I· 
would be easier to 
patrol for the ill 
5evich. 

Lil.udner and 
Cubby ""'re posted 
on Kilo- L ilt the 
t'nd 01 thl' runway, 
"t nb(Hlt 2100hrs. 
To tht, liOrth of his 
p(l~t, lwtwl't'n tlw 

, "--

fJilt'h the VC (UnIe down dllriflK the at(w k 

nlze." 
Rebel rushed forward 

going {", the throat of the 
enemy. There Wl're no 
screilrns. The attackl'r died 
jnstantly. Moments later, 
automatic fire from annth('f 
VC killed Rebel. 

On Kilo-5, Robert 
fhorncbu r~ hi\d a Iso 1(.'! his 

watch and,·rlng !Tom him. 
. 'hi \' to(1 headed tow~lrd 
, ,j.;} ,line with bOTr;b 

; .. .,: ( i 1\' 111. tn tow. 
L..udner heard the 

pn'gre .. 01 the attack on the 
radio. 

"Someone 

WdS Hlinlun~ 
to get blWd ,,, 

Aboul thaI: 
on the radio ~ 
Vietnamae "'''' . 
the area near t~ 
ing the allad . 
nonchalant! r ' 

II, 
'wL. 
an .. 1 

til kt· 
and " 
'A',ll, 

t~r ot 

"'11 h~ 
WIH:lI ; 

them : I;"' 

of 20 Ot .l' ,If 

forme" 
m 0 \ 11 
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st r,llgit! 
ward nh 

looked 
they nll~L: 

• 

enemy hJ.ci rt'i\chpd tllt' ru r,,­

Wily and was pushing toward 
the f1ightline," .aid Laudner. 
"There was weapons fire from 
almost everywhere. The radio 
traffic was so heavy no on~ 
could get on Jnd you couldn't 
tell who Wi!:; when'. It W.1S 

\'t-'ry (on fusing." 
Thn'l.-' AC~47's were now In 

South Vl~~ 
fi(lmese soldiers, hUI 

couldn't tell lor sure. 
I yelled s()methin~ to t~ 

soldi~Ts. ( can't remembt'r 
what I saId, but th,'y ducked 
down, They did not respond 
They didn't fire at m,' either" 
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, I!!v-e.a,f~on .the fadi~. " '" . 
" nit wou titi~~~ortari~that he~lis ilierellf~ hl~nlg);tJine. '." _~,;, 
.' >, m outside the perimeter. a break, Bevich .did not re- On Kilo-l. Larry' Laun . it. 2300hrs •. December 3, spond, Gettlng;.oul of the der and Cubby jumped in:,. 

~996.ltwastlmetobeglnthe..truck Shehan'hw a large the ditch 'for protection 
'1'-tlack. TheVC/NVA headed group 01 VC/NVA rushing Irom the mortar attack. 
loward the base perimeter. toward him. T}iey had over- Most 01 the dog handlers 

USAF sentry dog handler run Kil0-3, killing Bevich. had experienced mortar at-
George Bevich was notleel- Shehan jumped from his tacks belore. On April 13, 
,ng well the night of Decem- truck as the VC/NVA ran 1966, the VC hit TSN with 
ber 3, $0 he switched posts past him, tossing a grenade some 250 mortafs, killing 
with VDHA member, Larry at the truck, The grenade sewn Americans, injuring 
Laudner. went off inside the truck, 111. 
; Bevichand hisdo'g, Duke, throwing Shehan to the But this attack was di!­
had been assigned to KilO-I, ground, Fragments o( the (erent. This was a ground 
one 01 the largest 01 the K-9 grenade tore through him, attack. 
post~ «t Tan 50n Nhut (TSN), knocking him unconscious, Marsh, on Kilo~4. knew 
reqUIring quite ii bit of walk~ M.nsh, on KIlo~4, was the when 111:' let Rcbt'l go he 
ing. Laudner and his dog, fir .... t to call·in the attack. might not come bilek, but 
Cuhby, 612E. were supposed "Tnt·y were about 50 yards that is what he was traind 
to palmi Ktlo-~. i\ :,mallef out from my ~.Ji.)st," said to do. Sentry dogs Wl're 
and t>'l:-WT post lust !,outh of Mar~h. "Rebel didn't ~llert tr .. llm·d hl (llt'r! and 111('1"1 at­
the drainage ditch " it was bl:'c<luse the wind was blow~ tack. 
pretty wide open and could ing the wrong direction. But "I had 10 ;.end Rcbd out. 
be covered WIthout The ve were aU around us. 
walking around too I had to hlow ttw attdckers 
much. Kilo-3 so the others could org,l-
wou Id be easier to 
patrol for the ill 
Bevich. 

Laudner and 
Cubby were posted 
on Kilo- L at the 
t'nd of th{' runwa y, 
ilt abnut 2lUOhrs. 
To tlw north of his 
post bt't Wt't'n the 

Dilc'h the VC canlt' (Iown duriflK the ottm k 

nlze, 
Rl'bel rushed forward 

glling for the throat of the 
eoem y. There were no 
scream'. The attacker died 
in.tantly. Moments later, 
<lutom~1tic [irt' from ;'tnothn 
VC killed Rebel. 

On Kilo-~, Robert 
rh(Jrnebur~ hild also let his 

watch ana,·rlng trom him. 
"j . 'h. I' to(> headed tm·'t' •• rJ 

. ,~:} .line with hOrT.b 
:",j: i i f\' 1;0 In tow. 

L..udner heard the 
progr ... s of the attack on the 
radio_ 

that the 

WdS thm.k. . .Ulh 
t., gel bllt-d )1J 

Aboul thaI I 

on 1M radio "'" 
Vietnaml!M ...... . 
the area Mar I .. . 
ing lit. aUad. , 
noncltalantly , 

II. 
wb. 
an\l 
t fl kt' 
and \' 
V,·.I: , 

teT 01 ' 

., '} hl~, 
Wh{'\l ; 

them j ';r 
of 20 ur.I'.Jf 

formtHI 
H 

Mortar u1!ucks at Tall SOll Nhut were commOTl. 

m {1 \ 

str,\lgh~ 

ward m( 
looked 

Thh plwto.1rom April J 3, 1966 altark they m.~t.' 
South VhF 

n,uoest:' soldit'cs, but 
couldn't tell lor sure. 

erll'my h.ld ft"i\ched tht:' rUI).~ 

Wily and was pu:::hing toward 
the flight line," .aid Laudner. 
"There was weapons flre from 
almost everywhere. The radio 
traffic was so heavy no ont:' 
could get on Jnd you couldn't 
tell who WllS where. It was 
very fnnfu!->ing." 

Thn..'t:' AC~47'~ wece l)i)W In 

I yelled somelhing to lhe 
soldiprs, I can't n:mt'mbt'r 
whal I said, bUI they ducked 
down, They did nol respond 
lbey didn'l fire al ml' either." 

Laudner yelled to tht'm 
Ihal he had a do!', SI.II no rc .. 


