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DogMan

Toby - The Best '""Top Dog"

By Dick Bachmann
6250th Support 5q.
Propcct Top Dog 45

hirty years ago this
July I landed
in Vietnam -

Timc has paled a lot
of memeones of my
ume 10 Vietnam On
the other hand. some
thungs | remember as
though they hap-
pened yesterday. 1 do
remember one thing
for sure. 1 had the
best sentry dog that
went 1o Vietnam io
1965 His name was
Toby. We west over
together with 40 dog
Icams known a3 the
USAFs Project Top
Dog 45 . We were
fist U.S. dog weams
10 be used in Viet-
oam, uTiving oo July
17, 1963

Each team was chosen from
Varous Air bases 1o the States.
Toby and | came from Mytle
Besach AFB, 5C.

Ming, unbearable. One of the
dogs had to be packed in ice to
cooil. Unfortunately, he did not
make i1 and he died of heat

Toby and Dick ready 10 move out om
patrod af Tan Son Nhat in August 1963,

stroke hefore he got Lo the kea-

nel. He was the first Ameérican
dog to die in Vietnam

Locking arcend the base i

.. WAS guite clear

Fhe sentt we uzed as kemmels didn't
do much io keep the dogs, or us cool

Before lenving for Vietaam,
we stopped 1n Texas for three
days of prep truning on Our way
over. Part of the training was a
might exercise in which Toby
and [ had to track down four or
five udden "wntruders,” fush
them out and chase them down
whule firing our .38,

A3 you would figure, Toby
found them all, no thanks to me
One of them was up 1 a tree
that Toby kept going to | kept
pulling im away unul one of
the 1nstructors lold o 1o Yook
up Needless 0 say. from that
tme on | never doubted Toby
again

After our trawniag, we left
for Yictnam going over logether
in C-130's It took three days 10
get there When we landcd at
Tan Son Nhut the beat was su-
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there really must
be a war going
os. There were
troops, batrbed
wire, and sand
H bags all over the
N place

N FOR REAL!

We were sent
to the processing
center and spint
into three groups.
One group went
to Biea Hoa, ope
to Da Nang. and
one stayed at Tan Son Nhut
Toby and 1 stayed at TSN. It
100k about a week of prep work
hefore we started walking pa-
wuols [ think most of 1he tme
way spenl “rounding” up loose
dogs. All we had for keonels
was a lent and our dog's shup-
ping crmes. This made for close
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sdjusted quickly.

One day. duning that first
week in-country, two of my
buddics and 1 were walking to
the post office wben we
were siopped by the base
commander. He had seen
all our dog gear (choke
chain, muzzle, leash, etc.)
hanging from our webb
helu and (hought we were
telephone rcpairmen, or
something hike that Well,
when we 10ld him we were
dog handlers he was as
happy at can be. He said
they had been waiting for
us 10 arrive and was really
ghad we were there. He said
that if there was anything
he could do to help us to
just let him know. That
made us all feel pretty
good. Heck, 1o the Siates
the base CO woulda's even
wlk to you.

T guess of all the nwemo-
ries of Vietnam, the ones of
Toby and | on post are the most
vivid. I'll pever forget my fusc
nighs oa the perimeter. | was &
litthe scared pot knowing what
1o expect, but 1 had old Toby
and & 38 revolver with tix
rounds to protcet myself. That's
all we had for 3 weapon for the
first week or 50 Then finally we
were 1ssued M- | carbines and a
couple of banans chips of
AMmMo

Anyway, on hat first mght
things were going OK for the
first couple of howtrs o1 z0. Then
I heard & small plane cucling
overhead | didn't think that
much about 1t unul the whole
tky Iitup Uhat the ground and
pulled out my .38 Special Toby
Just kind of siood there looking
around. | thought for sure we
were going (o be but any minute,
Well, after awhile the Rares
went out and nothing happened

They forgot 1o tell us that
this was a mightly oceurrence,
yust for sccunry sake. Afier that
firve night we just kind of 100k

it for granted, but we alsc tned
to stey out of the light a2 much
as poasibie.

Another time on post, Toby
had an slert 1o the gracs at the
edge of the road, [ pulled my .38
snd in we went. After onfy a few

Tobry and the trussy M-I Cartne.
That and a 38 Special is all they
.had in thaose days.

feet into the grass Toby sopped
short when somcthing sat up in
front of him, took 3 swipc af
him and thea dusappeared back
inio the grass. Scarcd the hell
out of me-and Toby too Could
have becn » cobra, or & small
animal. To thuis day [ doa't know
what It was

L have many other memones
that are fresh 1n my mind, bu
the one [ can’t seem to recall 1s
my las day with Toby beflorc
relurmng (o the Suates. [ don't
know 1f | am blocking it out
subcoasciously, er just don't re-
member. Whichever it 1s. 1 do
think of Toby ofiea and I'll
never [orget bum.

A Litie over a year after |
left, on December 4, 1966,
Toby, and two other USAF
dogs. Rebel and Cubby, were
killed-1n-action when the VC
attacked Tan Soa Nhat They
died on post, protecting the
thousands of Americans sia-
tioned there at the time

Three US servicemen, m-
cluding one dog handler.
George Bevich, were killed that

quaners and we
had a lot of dog
fighu and Joose
dogs Water had
to he trucked owt
to the “kennels®
on a duly bama,
Heat was always
a problem as the
tents d1dn't do
much other than
give a  lirtle
shade. But both
dog and handler
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1ypecal posi arouad 1 13N Atr Bdfe pacE m
196 There was pleaty feor the VC 1o hude behind.
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night, but many. many more
would bave periched had 1t
not been for the dog tcams
Before Toby died he 100k
lwo VC with him. He was a
great dog and a true fnend

Duck now ves in Menonwnee
Fails, Wisconsin, with he
wife Christing, and their twe
cheldren Samantha and
Dansel
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