
WAB DOG BETIBED 

~. vhelped in Ootober 1962, \IlLS procured b:r the .ur Poroe \/hell he \oIIIt.S .",.. aDd a J.ll' 
1'I'IU'a old. .uter OCIIplet1nc an 8-veek training course. he \oIIIt.S &8a1gned to Jl'a1rchUd AlB, 1Il. 
In Ja:IlW!I17 1966. 5-. 11811 trus.ferred to the l.'\efA1bllo or South V1etnuo vi th a large group or 
other doge. ll1'II8Il Robert .&. '!'borneburg .......... eigned "" Ilemo's handler in Jul.J' 1966. 

In the prada"" hours or 4 Deoellber 1966. Tan Son lIhnt Air BPe \IIL8 attaoll:ed by a large 
foroe or Viet Cong 0' "'10 ra1ders. CDoe :1.IlBide the base, the ra1de.ra diT1ded into ~ 
groups to attack thei:r targeta. Several sentry dO£ ~ stationed tlIl pl'wentive pen-.tar 
poets gave the initial alert aDd wa.rn11:lg .u-st s1Jmltaceously. J.s a result of this early 
wrn1nc. seourity .forces or the 3'77th .&.ir Polioe Squadron sucoesa.fulJ.T repelled the attaoll: • 
.llthough wounded, one dO£ bandler lllllinta1ned oontact vith the en~ and noillied Central 
Seourit7 Control of their location aDd direction of travel. '1'vo secur1t7 pol1oaen in a 
-.chine gun bunker were re&dy and waiting as the VC approaohed the -.1n a1rora1't park1nc 
l'UIp. In a fell seOOllds they stopped the ~, kUling all thirteec ot the attaokers. Sec­
urity forces rapidly· deployed around the per~ter and prevented n.,.,..OUl!l 1nflltntors tl'OIIl 
esoap1nc, .foroing thai to hide in a V1eu.....se graveyard, danse vegetation, and vell8. Search 
pe.trolB believed that all r_

'
ni ng VO ........ t.11J.ed or captured the .follov1nc lIOr'DilIg. lust 

before total dBrknees, ll1'II8Il 'fborneburg and liemo vere posted, BellO alerted and ...... released 
to attaoll: the VO vbo bad evaded earller detection. Both bandler and dO£ lIVe wounded, but 
not before ldll1nc at least one ve. I-.'s inJuries included the lo88 of one aye. U81nc 
additional 8entry dog teeB!, the 8eourit7 foroes located and ldlled tCNr lIOt'e YO. Addit.1oMl 
dog teaIIII disoovered tour II01'e VO vbo were hiding undergl'tlUrld. '!'hey too ve.re ld.lled. 

lIemo \IlLS credited vith saTing his bandler' s life and prevent1nc f'1nother deatruction of 
life aud property. On 23 June 1967, Headquarters, 1lSD'. directed that 5.-0 be returned to 
the 11nited State8 as the fir8t 8entry dog oftie1sl1;r retired trOll active 8C"rloe •. Bis per­
manent retir_t kemel wu located at the Depar~t ot De1'ense Dog Center, Laok] eM U'B, 
Texas. He \oIIIt.S trequently t&lcen on tolll"S in the 11nited States to assist in proour_t of 
militar;r \/Ol"1ting dogs until his death in 1971. 
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