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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96217

XIcc 1 May 1962

Commanding Officer
59th Infantry Platoon (Scout Tos)
Fort Cordon, "eorgia 30905

The Americal Division has informed us that your unit will be attached to the
11th Infantry Srigade (Lt) uoon arrival in ths Remublic of South Tietnam,
sometire in the latter part of May. The Division has further designated
the Brigade as your official smonsor. In this capacity, we have begun to
prepare for your arrival and have laid the oreliminary groundwork for the
reception of your unit and tie establishment of vour unit area here at
BEOHCO Bacse Canmp.

BRONCO Base is located rear DUC PHC, which is apwroximately 70 lm south
of CH" LAI, R¥N. ‘ihen your unit arrives, trans-ortztion will be arranged
from vour in-country point of entry Lo the 'C SHQ area., Ipitially,
housing and mess facilities for your »ersonnel will he wrovided by HHE,
11th LIB., Constructior of your unit area amd dog kennels should be well
under way by the time you arrive in-country.

Although our experience with scout <ops has heen limited, we have used
them in a few of our overations vith relztively z0od success. The nature
of the enemy within ocur area of onerations lends itself to the use of
scout dogs. In most cases, our contacts have been vith souad and platoon
size forces, vho unon contact disammear into tunnel complexes or break up
into two or three man crouns snd evade. The cordon and search overation
is one of the orincipal technigues we use to accomplish our mission, ‘e
feel that your unit will be able.to aid us considerablvy in the detailed
searching that is characteristic of the cordon and search oweration.
Although we have not engagad a large eneny force, we now that the enemy
can attack our installations with a sizeable force at 2 time and place of
his own choice. This fact dictates that we maintain a high desrse of
readiness at all times and I am sure thet vour unit vill hel» us to retain
this capahility.

Plans are being made to enroll all opersonnel assigned to vour wni* in the
Arerical Division's Combat Senter. ™iis is a six day school which is
designed to acquaint you with the tactical and social environment fournd
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within the Division's area of onerations. ™he S3 of the Prigade also plans
to give you a detailed briefing on “rigade overations and will schedule
some additional trairing for your unit subrsequent to comnletion of thz com-
bat center. I am sure that vour unit has received rueh valuable training
during the last few weeks, however, I racommend that vou devote as much
time as mossi le to training of your unit in the deteection and destructiom
of enemy mines and booby trans. ‘herce devices, ireeniously an?d indiscrimi-
nantly employed by the enemy, have accounted for a hirh nercentage of our
casualties,

I an sure that vou heve manv ~uestions rasardinc —our new ascimmmant and
in anticimation of this I have tawken the liberty of enclosing some infor-
mation which will orove beneficial. rlease feel “ree +*o corresoond with
this headquarters shouls rou decide that there is a need ‘or “urther
information.

We look forwzrd to the arrival of the 59th Infantrv Platoon and “eel that
;our unit can contribute a erest deal townrd accomlichr-~* of th2 Bri-
gade's missions. T am surz2 th=t this asciremment will be a rewardina one
for you and the menbers of your nlatoon.
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