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IlEAl <, UilRTlRS, U. 3, ft..ill:!: 3LCTION 
mUTkIlY i3SIST.·'.llC:::; ADVISOi'C GROUP, VIETNAH 

Saigon, Vietnam 

~IicGAR-OT (op) ...... , 

MEMORANDlJI{ FOR: See Jistribution 
" 

SUBJEcT: RVNAF Milihry Dog Program (U) 

1. The purpose of this me;1!orandum is t>To-fold: First, to provide 
detailed information ooncerning the RVNAF 1lilitary Dog Program and HAAG 
proposalsjreconmendatlons incident thereto, and second, to solicit 
cOllll1ents/recOlll1!1endations frODl the Cor;os, Civil GUe,rd, and Airborne 
Brigade Senior Advisors relative to the organizat1on, c"re and tactical 
employment of military dogs. ,,' --:.: .• :0;. , 't 

2. As you knOl', in-country tes't~ h?ve demor,strated that military 
dogs can be used 8ue.,essfuD.y against the ve, especially in warning of 
ambushes and intiltr:,tion and for security of fixed installations. 
Presently, there are a. total of 130 military dogs in South Vietnam.. 
Fifty-six of these b,ne been trained as scout dogs and h2.ve been depl.O:-e<! 
to using units. The other 74 dogs and their Vi~tnamese handlers are 
being trained at the Go Va;>, Saigon, Canine Training Site. FrCllll Februar,:' 
thru July of this yea.~ a total of 300 dogs will be trained at an average 
rate of 50 per month. Funas have been approved for an additional. 650 
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dogs to be aelivered during the last half of CY 62 ~ requisitions for 
these dogs were submitted on 6 &rch 1962. In order to ax:rand the training 
base, a 3CO kennel/400 persolli,el Dog Training Center is being constructed 
at Thanh Toy Ha just Southeast '·of Saig'Jn. Eventually this center will 
have the capabilit:' of turning out 150 trained dogs monthly. It is expect­
ed that a grand total of 1,000 military dogs will be iri-country by" ear4 
1963. 

3. To asccist the RVNAF in the iruti~l phases of their J.lilitary Dog 
Program, this sec~on has 1'l9.de =w recoonendations/proposals, S6v.'ra~ of 
which are attached as inclosures to this IDeulorandum for JTour infO:rIl&ti.on. 
The :lonthly input of dogs re'.uested in NA)'(} requisitions to the QMG is as 
indicated in Inclosure 1. This inclosure also contains a proposed brea.k­
ciO>Il1 of sentry versus scout dogs. Spaces in the currently approved farce 
structure have been allocated to sup ort the j,iilitary Dog Program (Inc1 2). 
Proposed scout/sentry dog deployment schedules together with i.ilforllBtion 
concerning the employment of each type of dog has be'on submitted to RvtW' 
(Incls 3-6). In addition, ~,G has s~bmitted a proposed dog platwn TOE 
plus £ suggested breakdown of Logistie<,l Com:::18nds I s,mtry dogs into TD 
units (Incls 7M). Finally, to insure thz.t dogs deployed to using unit.s 
will receive adequate :ledical cere it PkS oeen recom"€~ded that three 
anirftal clinics b~~ est~"blished; one t .. t Da Nang, one B.t Pleilill, 8.:nd one at 
Thanh Tuy He,. These cli;'J.ce will provicie ::1edical su;~.)ort to military :fogs 
located in their respecti va Cor,)s areas (Incls 9-ll). It is iOnticipat=<i 
tlk'lt these clini<;s ;;111 be opeN.t1onal ty .• u",oust of this year. 

4. In order to ~'ro""rly ev;:.llk.te .:.end ir.rprov6 the HV},AF Military 
Dog Progrel;;, sT\eci[',l oner:l.,r.i nn!31 .... c ...... .--"' ........ ~ .. '"".~ 
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MAGb.R-OT (OP) 
SUBJECT: RVI'ii\.F l'dli te.r;" Dog Program (U) 

. a. Cttrrent st-'·tus (Humber or dogs that are evaLlable for 
operations). 

b. Operationsl employment. 

c. Results obtained. 

d. Lessons learned ',i!-,ich should be passed on to l.m!lrove 

operational efficiency. 

e. Training d(,fici encies noted. 

f. Care and general ap,)earai1ce. 

g. COIlLlents/recool<h<'mdatiuns. (1.vduation of the operational 

eff6ctiveness of dog ~rogram.) 

II Incls 
a/s 

DISTaIb'UTIOl; : 

A:ction: 
Sr Adv, I Corps 
Sr Adv, II Corps 
Sr Adv, III Corps 
Sr Adv, Abn Bde 
Sr Mv, Civil GU&rd 

INFO: . 
Q7S CC,l1J,,:LCV 
cis Wci..G 
Sr hiv, Fld Comd 
J-l 
J-2 
J-3 
J-4 
U&.F Sec 
tJC'.vy Sec 
An:y Sec 
Log lJ:iv' 
o;"T Div (5 ea) 
Sl' ~'tdv ~ 1st Dj~v 
Sr Adv, 2nd Div 
Sr Adv, 22d Div 
Sr Mv, 2)d Div 
Sr Mv, 5th Div 
Sr Adv, 7th Div 
Sr Adv, 21st Div 

,/ l .~ ,--:J.~ 
H. K. lWGLESTON ~...-

Brigadier General, usA 
Acting Chief 
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