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1. (U) Attached as Inclosure 1 are the latest "Lessons Learned" 
i from counterinsurgency opera tiona in the RelJUblic of Vietnam. 

i I 2. (U) The information contained in "Lessons Learned" is pri!'l1Jrily 
\intended for use by US Advisors in Vietnam. Lessons may be of value for 
ldirect application, or tbey may simply reinforce existins tactics, tech­
'niques, or doctrine. 

3. (C~:HA) This document is classified CO:t.'FIDEIlTllL to permit free­
dom of expression and careful analysis of operationnl methods and tactics 
pf the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, to protect US advisor-counter­
put rela tions end to deny any possible use by insurgent forces. Special 

• handling is required under tbe applica!:>le provisions of DA-DCU:r(A) when .... 
released to friendly nations. Release to personnel of the Republic of 

\ Vietn.nm trill be governed by the provisiOns of MiiCV Memo 6, 13 Oct 62 and 
. Wu\.G l.!emo 380-4, 6 Nov 62. Sanitized Versions of this information omit­

tins da tes, names of locs tions and pirtici pi ting personnel and uni ts may 
be prepared for instructional purposea and/or official US Army publica-

. tions. 

't 4. (rr) COlJlll!ents, questions and requests for changes in distribution 
\OUld be add.ressed to this headquarters, ATTN: O&!.I'tDiviBion, USASEC. 
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j·:ILITAilY ;o.SSIS'fAllCE ADVISORY GROUP, VI~NA1J 
APO 143, San Francisco, California 

MA.GAR-ffi' (5&1;) 29 October 196, 

SUBJDJT: Lessons Learned Number 33: Utilization of Military Dogs (U) 

TO, See Distribe>tion 

1. (U) Introduction: 

a. The ;>rimary purpose of this Lessons Learned is to portray the 
proper utilization of military doC;S in the co'~nterinsu+"ency environment 
in VietnaCl. Since !:lany successes and failures enco"ntered ccn be traced 
back to the training, care, health and housekeeping of the doS's when not 
on actual operations, considerable discussion \7ill b~ devoted to details 
of these aspec ts of the genera I subjec t. Because this topic is one wi th 
which relatively few are intimately familiar, portiOns of this ::aper rill 
be !'lore instructional than the norm. HOIVever, it must not be regarded as 
an all inclusive reference. 

b, Accepted hasic prinCiples of handling and ·cltiliz.ation of mil­
itary dogs, reE2in valiet, Variations and special techniques practiced in 
the Re~blic of Vietnam (RVN) are based on local condi tions such as terrain, 
weather and unit locations. Adcl.itionally, sooe operational techniques 
apply only in one portion of RVN because of differences in environmental 
IErameters between geographical areas. 

2. (FOUO) Present Republic of Vietnam A:med forces (RVllAF) Military 
Dog Organization (See Inclosure 1). 

a. Sentry Dogs, Seven sentry dog platoons are operational. They 
are !'l6signed by pletoons or by portions thereof to the mission of security 
of Army of V~e tnam (iuiVll) lOgistical installa tions. Vietnamese Air Force 
(VNAF) roses and various control heedquarters in the capital city. Platoon 
he£.dquarters are 'roE orgnniz.ations. The unit or installation requiring 
do.gs furnisheS the lk1ndler. 

b. Scout Dogs. Five scout dog pIa toons are organiz.ed. One each 
is assi.:;ned to the four ~,l\Vl:T corps and to tha Capi tal Fili:tury District. 
~hese platoons erG seJfa!'C te '1'OE orgnniza tiona (See Inclosure 2). 

c. :lili tary Doc;- Trainil'l(; Center. k. Vietnamese fJaTUled and oper­
a ted, US "dvised training c<:lnter loco ted at Thanll Tuy Ha, trains handler-
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dog tearas, and ret~ins teallS and pIa toons as required. 

d. Veterillllry Service. Two vClterim ry clinics are opera ting, 
one each !.1t the'training center and one at Danang. At lasst one enlisted 
man in each pIa toon headquartc:,s has boon trilined as a veterinary spedialist. 

, . 
3. (U) References. See Inclosure 3. 

4. {u) Cha~cte!'istics of i,5.li tary Dogs. Scout and sentry dogs ", 
have only one handler for each dog, and vice vers~. The dog handler team' . 
is trained toge'ther, assigned and given Trissions as an insejBrabla pJir. ' 

a. Scout do:.;s IlrC! trained to reconnoiter p:;ths, trails, routes 
or areas for tl:e presenc3 of h=ns,. They raly on their keen sensa 6f 
smell to detect airaorne scents uhich co~o fro~ an upwind direction. When 
a dog is '!'Iorking (in harness), he <7ill "alert" when he [",reoives a hUllllJn 
scent, usually assl'=ing a sitting position with body still, ears erect and 
nose aimed in the upwind direction. From the "alert", tho handler indicates 
the direc tion of the unknown person, by arm sign.31, to the leader of the 
tactical unit. The alerti,,&" dist:;nce varies gres tly according to conci.i tiona 
of wind, weather, terrain and vegetation. In open ar;::l)S end with good 
wind condi tions, dogs can alert up to 300 meters from their qUllrry. This 
can be rDduc~d by intermittent light winds, bushes and underbrush, or rain, 
to 50 meters' or less. Along trails in d,mse jungle areas. the ini tial 
alert often ,:;ill :indiccte a qua=y down":tr:>il, since due to the light, in­
termi ttent or zero wind conditions, 'scents tend to drift along trails. 
Under favorable conditions, scout dogs c~n alert on a noise. This is :oart­
icularly true at night. Scout dogs should never bark or whine when working 
in harness. They are not trained to be vicious or to a ttack their quarry. 
They may bE. iIIoderatelY friendly with persona other than ,their handlera. 
In Vie~m thel' are not trained to track a spoor, el though they can "Slaell 
out" a person or cache in a covu'!:'ed hole in the groUnd, or t! person hiding 
underwater while breathing through a reed. They can assist sentries when 

.i , units are at a balt or in position in the field. 

'I , b. Sentry dogs arc deli bem ~ly trained to be vicious, to bark 
at Bny person approaching the5, and to a ttaclc if l:>ermi tted. The only 
person they !'Ii 11 not regard as an enemy is their own handler. Even that 
relationship often is a someFlha t gw::rded one. Sentry dogs alert on both 
scent cnd aO';tnd. 

5. (Cl~ZA) T'I't!ining. Regardless of the excellence or recantnass of 
fo=l school mining, scout dogs must undergo altJost d.:Iily .. for:na1 obed­
ience cnd rualistic reconnaiasance training. Occasiolllllly, a dog will be­
come so finely trained the t he should be gi van a rest; hOl'lev;)r, in this 
country such £! si tui!tion defini tely is the exception. Continued luck of 
trr:ining diminishes the dog's technical ability, even results in his be-, 
coming a hindrance or liabili ty. Training ereas IilUst 'be sufficiently lsrge 
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,;/ and varied to preclude oyer-familiarity and resHl ting in staleness on 
the dog's p'rt. Sentry dogs, on the other hand, as a maXiJ;lUlll require 
only weekly or bi-weekly training. Training includes 170r1cina- "i th 
attack-suited personnel plus agitation (deliberately provoking the dog, 
encouraging vicioousness). I 
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6. (U) Fbysical condi non. All scout dogs need daily strenuous 
physical conditioning. Not usually co:;:bined with other trairLing, this 
training often is accomplished by trail marches. The dogs are collared 
(not harnessed) on the choke chein after the other more Elentally demanding 
training has been accoElplished for the day. As "!i th humans, the dogs 
!l1Ust be given rest breaks, frequently so \then heat is excessive. Ob-
stacle courses also promote physical strength, as well as skill. 

7. (U) Food. Dogs are fed once a day. 'fhe meal includes rice, 
beef and vegetables, in proportions prescribed by RVlt.J'. '<he platoon 
is issued the ration in funds (piastres). 'rhe food, except for cOi,l1lercial 
US dog !'leal, is purchased locally and cooked in the pIA toon area. The 
approved daily ration per dog is 490 em neat (beef, buffalo, etc), 315 
em rice, 175 em vegetables, 490 em cOQmercial US dog meal, and 15 em salt 
for a total of 1485 g-rams (1.485 kilograms or 3.3 Ibs). Amounts or 
proportions act'-llIlly in a' ilrel-ered meal will vary slightly from time to 
time, depending on local narket prices and availability, accessibility 
of the market, and operational envirol1l'lent. lio'.?ever, it must !;e noted 
that too much rice and too little meat does not ~)rovide adequate strength 
to an operational dog. Clean \1ater r.tust be furnished several times a 
day. In emergencies duril1{( 0i>Elra tions, dogs C2n subsist on mea t or fish 
mixed wi th rice. This is an inadequa te ra tion and must be used only 

. infrequently. . 

8. (U) Housing. Dog shipping crates are perfectly adequate for 
use as temporary keMela when dogs are taken to an area in pr';Jl8ration 
for employraent in an opera tion. At their permanent base, individual 
covered, wooden \1s11ed, hut type kennels elevated above the ground are 
adequate. Priaary criteria are a dry shelter and a chain 10116 enough to 
pennit the dog to move in and out of the shelter ,,'ith case. 

9. (U) Transportation. If it is not ",ssential, desirable or 
feasible that the nog be walking, he should be trensporte1:;y truck on 
short trips' and by aircraft for long trips. 

10. (C!lliA) Lessons Learned. The following hints, suggestions and 
rules are taken from existing doctrine and. derived from experience 1n­
country. All of the tactical "do's and don't's" stated can be thoroughly 
sU;,Jperted by successful llnd unsuccessful comba t operations involVing the 
usc: of dogs. Recerds on file ci to numerous cases .,.here dogs have been 
soldy responsible for fciscovery and cap~.'re of Viet Cong porsonnel, and 
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for revealing ambushes. ~'heir work in route and area reconnaissance has 
bean excellent. 

a. Scout dog platoon leaders require Iii warning order to prepare 
for an operaticn, and a briefing on the :lIljor facots of the plan. Fail­
ure to receive this will preclude proper selection and preparation of 
teams as trell as inadequate provision for their 10gisticfll support. 

b. Scout dogs should be used only when benefits can or may 
accrue froEl their use. For example, if the unit is to make a long foot 
march throw:;h safe areas prior to reaching the area of operation, the 
dog should not be worked "in harness" at tha hMd of the col= during 
the entire mDrch. He will be fatigued 'li'hen he is most nec-ded. 

c. Scout dogs are of no vnlue in mounted armor operations. 

d. Benefit from scout dogs is greatest in or..crntiQns involving 
small: units; e.g., patrols and ambushes. Hhen they are used on an 
operntion in close proxiJni ty to lDrgc bodies of troops, the attendant 
distractions f:1lly nell comuse the dog. 

e. llhen troops are nogotia tin,; troils in jungle or other heavy 
vGgetation, th" dog ta3:!l should ba on the trail rather than in on outrider 
posi tion • 

f. On extended oper.~ tions or in areas ~1hare terrain imposes 
conside;:'8ble ph;rsical exertion, dog teams ehould be usod in pairs and 
alternated in tho working poai tion. 

g. When oporating in flooded rice i;Elddies or sinilar terrain, 
dogs should be on the twenty-five foot leash rather than on the shorter 
five-foot leash. Dogs noxmall;y can negctia te the :!lUck end nira. ui thout 
excessive difficulty. Handlers, on the othor hand, tend to become mired. 
Thus, wh-.nevar possible, the handler should attemllt to retain fina footing 
llhile working the dog on the long lellsh. The dog should not be requirild 
to extriCIl te til" handler. A dog in good phyaical condition should be 
c3plble of six hours of work in paddies. 

h. The dog's position, in relation to th", patrol or body of 
troo:pa must be such toot the wind clln bc. used to the best advantage. 
Hhen advancing wi th the '!lind, a dog in tho lead is practically useless. 
In such coses he should be at tho roor where some !lenefit c~n be real­
ized. In a cross m.nd, the dog I!l!ly be placed ei ther to the uprind flank 
or at the head of the column. Handlers, and edvisors with th<: unit, should 
emphasize these points to the tactical cor.r:ander. A change in the dir­
ection of adV!lnce may well be tactiCally ClCcepta1:le if it results in 
better utilization cf the dog. 
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1. \;1hen the dog is working at the head of a column, at a flank, 
or quartel'ing a field (criss-crossing bac~, and forth to obtain area cov­
erage) while the unit is halted, visual contact 'ili th the dog and handler 
should be maintained by the uni t at all tiraes. Also, bodYe;uard(s) should 
accompmy the dog and handler under all circUJilStances when units are 
operating tactically in close »roximity to the enemy. 

j. To realize the maximUl!l benefits from scout dogs, the unit 
rate of advance must be geared to that of the dog. 

k. The effectiveness of a dog is di~nished, or nil, in areas 
where numerous distractions or excessive noise are present. For example, 
in villages or populated areas in the jungle, the dog should be taken out 
of harness and Dlaced on a choke chain. (\Then out of harness the dog is 
not "working".)-

m. Dogs s;,ould nei ther be eXpe0';;ed nor encouraged to track spoor 
(trail) on the ground. 

n. Either scout or sentry dogs can be used to "sniff o~t" enemy 
or items of equipment hidden just below the surface of the ground or beneath 
structures {{hen the deceptive cover is thin. 

o. The scout dogls first alert must '.oe o;Jserved and acted upon. 
Repeated failure to do so ~(ill cause the dog tc conclude that he need not 
ua l ert1' • 

p. The scout dog should not be required to clos;:! with the 
enemy, once located. To .:1.0 SO unnecessarily endangers bO,th the dog and 
handler. lieither has CO;:lbat power that can contribute to the assault. 

q. Once the dog has alerted and the handler has signalled, the 
tactical unit should investigate and clear the area indicated, usually 
by circling end approaching from tho flank(s). 

r. Scout dogs may be used on an outpost 10cat3d upr;ind frOlXl the 
uni t or position. 1. t night, sit;nals can ];)0 passod back by using a string 
botoreen the handler and th", uni t position. 

s. At least one soldier must be assigned the job of protecting 
the dog hendler during o:Xlra tiona. J?he handler Canl'lot be expec tc.a to 
defend hil!lself while controllil16 and operatillfS the dog. Generally he can­
not make good use of existing cover and conceall!lent. 

t. If no ene£!Y are located by scout dogs during an operation, 
cOrJ:.1anders and uni ts should not regard their performnncd a's a failure 
(unl&SS in fact it uas). He ther ,i t should be rocogruzod tha t the dogs 
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did accornplish their mission in that 
and determined the absence of enemy. 
their proper u tiliza tion. 

they I1€ltrolled and searched areas 
Naturally, this conclusion presupposes 

u. Soldiers £lUst not assume that they are perfectly safe merely 
because a dog is with them. This sttitude can only lead to disaster in 
dua time. The mili tary dog is a resource which supplements other actions 
or procedures. It does not replace them. 

v. For extended operations, it my be desirable to use bearers 
or bodyguards to assist in carrying dog ra tions. 

w. In garrison, daily inspections should be nade of food pre­
IBra tion me thoos, kennels, and dogs. 

le. Training areaS must be large and contain varied terrain. 

y. Daily training in obedience, scoutin.:; end physical condi­
tioning should freqcently be checked by higher headquarters staff officers, 
without advance notice. The n\l!!l:'er of C:ogs present and re£:sons for absences, 
duration of training, quiCltness of doga, obedience to he;)dler's orol 
cornrnonds end hand signals, performance in scouting :Jroblems. and control 
by supervisory personnel are the rna jor points to be ch"cked. 

z. Scout doga that have not been on operations for 2n extClnded 
period should be token to s!!lllll srms :md nutomatic woopons ranges while 
firing is being conducted (perhaps once a month) in order to J:lBintain 
familiarity with th" nois"", of battle. Dogs should not, however, b .. 
exposed in close proximi~ to tho firing of large caliber 'Il'eapons such 
as recoilless riflCls. 

aa. Demonstrations are a useful tool for acquainting commanders, 
staffs and units I7ith the cllplbilities a:ad limitations of military dogs. 

bb. 'fuCl 011:!.:l: punishr.!ent appropria te for a mil2 tary dO{;' is e sbllrp 
jerk on the leash. Kicking, beating or other.lise abusing a dog aro most 
hnmful in m.t\ny respt.'Cts. COllllll!lnders should be encouraged to take dis­
diplinary action against anyone who abuses the dogs. 

CC. A militery dog must never be regarded as c pet even by his· 
handler. Tho handler-<iog rela tionship is ono of m<:ste~' 2nd worker and 
one of only lind ted freindship. !Iol7ever, it is perfectly proper for the 
handler to stroke his dog end otherwise indicc. to prnise nfter succeSSful 
I1cco:iI;?lishmen t of 11 ta sk. 

dd. Vet<orinary technicinns and hondlers should inspect all dogs 
and kennels daily for geneml hOD I th, ':rounds, skin diseases and skin 

. 6 
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conditions, and evidence of parasites. Daily grooming and kennel police, 
a must in themselves, provide excellent 0P:lOrtuni ties for such checks. 

ee. In an environment such as RVlI wherein the degree of sophis­
tication of the ~litary forces falls appreciably short of western a~es 
or where standards or philosophies differ markedly from those of western 
civilization, centralized control of military doSS must be retained. 
While spU tting a military dog pIa toon into small packets may produce 
the advantage of increased availability throughout an area, proper training, 
feeding and care can be insured only by !ceeping pla taona intact (except 
for operations) and through centralized control. Vlben distance between 
a dog platoon and a unit to be supported is great, transportation methods 
and response techniques !!lust be perfected which will enhance operational 
use of military dogs. 

ff. Scout dogs can become DCCUS tamed easily to travel in helicopters 
and fix<'Jd wing aircraft. limy dogs require an initial period of familiar­
ization before they are at ease in this strange envirol14lent. The fa:niliar­
iZD tion should be accomplished as training and not as a prelude to or a 
part of an opera tion. 

gg. Successful opera tional employment of scout dogs should be re­
ported and. d1ssel'lina tc-d promptly and widely. By so doing cONl8nders and. 
troops will gain confidence in the effectiveness of military dogs. 
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!l!!!i 
1st Scout Dog flatoon 

2d Scout VOE Platoon 

3d Scout Dog Platoon 

4th Scout Dog Platoon 

.5tll Scout Dog Flttoon 

Assignment 

I Corps 

II Corps 

III Corps 

IV Corps 

CliD 

* Planned loca~ion; presently at If.y T'no 

l 'Ist Sentry Dog Fl .. toon 
\ , 

" 

2d Sentr,; Jog Platoon 

3d Sentr,; Dog Platoon 

4th Sentr·· Dog ?latoon 

5th Sentry Dog flatoon 

I 

I , 'j' 6th Sentz-;~ Dog Platoon 

·1 7th Sentr,; Dot Platoon 
l 

Inclosure 1 

I , 

511th ,~o Depot Co ) 
311th FeL Depot Co ) 
41st Air Base ) 

523d ,~o Depot Co ) 
POL Sub-Depot Co ) 
62d Air Base ) 

531st ~10 Depot Co ) 
30th POL ~ia.in Depot ) 
3..32d POL Depot Co ) 

50th .Am ·,0 i·lain Depot) 
ARVrI !;n Dog 'i'ng Ctr) 

Presidential Ede ) 
il.Va Navy HQs ) 
HUS Co" ~:;,v;.,: ) 

23d ,'.ir Bese 

30th :.ir Ease 

Authorized 
Location Dog Stre~ 

Da Nang 21 

Pleiku 21 

Bien iloa 21 

Can Tho * 21 

Saigon (Go Vap)21 

9 ) 
DaNans a ) 21 

4 ) 

10 ) 
Pleiku 7 ) 21 

4 ) 

9 ) 
C<:> V~.p 6 ) 21 

6 ) 

Thanh ru,;..,. Ha 12 ) 21 
9 ) 

10 ) 
Saigon 7 ) 21 

4 } 

Bien HOll 21 

Tan Son rlhut 21 

,. 
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________ ...1.1 Note 1 ~ PIATOON HQ.S _ 

OFF, 1 NCO: 1 EM: 2 

Feraonnel As~: 
1 - plat Idr 
1 - plat sgt 
1 - sup clk/dvr 
1 - veterinary sp 

Transp & flpA'S: Note 2 
1 - iT Trk, 4x4, w/trlr 
4 - pistol, cal ~45 

lIOTES. 

TOE QK-IO; 
(Extract) 

SCOUT DO) 
PIAToon 

(lj 

I 
~. 

SCOUT DO} Ttl 
SQffi .LIJ 

Note ; 
OFF: 0 nco. 1 EM: 6 
:!.!ili tary Dogs: 7 

Personnel~: 
--r-:Sqd Idr/dog handler 

1 - aaat sqd Idr/dog 
handler 

1 - sr dog handler 
4 - dog handlers 

!!.:m!' !rote; 
7 - pistol, cal .45 

(1) Similar to QK-102, Hili tary Dog Platoon Hqs, used for Sentry Dog 
Platoons. Information shown on this chart is identical for QK-I02. 

(2) Has been amended in some locations to include one ;/4-T Trk, 4x4 
ei tber !LO or in aMi tion to the 1/4-T Trk. 

(;) Per squad. 

Inclosure 2 
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1. Dil. fu 20-20, !lili tary Dog Training ",TId Lmploymcnt, Apr 60. 
This l!l2nual hils been transl.::ted end published by theilVl!.\.':;' ns BT 27-2. 

2. Chapter 19, lli~ Fli 21-75, Combat ',.'raining of t:·.C Individual 
Soldier and Rltrolling, Jon 62. 'i'his uanU£!l has been trcnsl£!ted end 
published by RV'lt'.F ~s BT 23-5. 

3. Chapter V. JIli.AG Vietna!!l manu.ol, Tactics and Techniques of 
Counterinsurgent Opera tions. 1 Jul 63. 

4. Diroctive, RTdaF JGS 33, No. 135/TTl:!/P3/1, subject: Pro­
visional Diroc ti ve on the Use of Scout Dogs, 22 Jen 62. 

5. Directive. RVIlAF JGS, sUJject: Telopornry Dir"ctiv(! on the 
Adr.dn of ltilitary Dogs, undated (19621). 
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