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1. (D) Attached as Iuclosure 1 are the latest "Lesens Lesrued”™

-_ﬁm counterinrurgency operations in the Republic of Viotnes.
ol

I 2. (U) The informmtion covtained in "Lessons Learned” is primerily
-i.ntendei for use by US Adwvisors in Vietnam. Lessons msy be of valme for
Sﬂinct application, or they way simply reiunforce existing tactics, tech-

niques, or doctrine.

3. (QWMA) This document is classified CONFIDENTIAL to pexrmit free-
dom of expression and careful ammlysis of operatiooml sethods snd tactics
of the Republic of Vietnam Arwmed Forces, to protect US advisor—commter-
pirt relations sod to deny any possible use by iosurgent forces. Special
*« .Jiing is required under the spplicable provisions of DA-DOAI(A) when
t:x.25ed to friendly nations. Release to persoanel of the Republic of
Vietnam will be governed by the provisioas of MACY Memo 6, 13 Oct 62 and
MAAGC Mewo 380-4, 6 Bov 62. Sanitized versions of this informstion omit-
ting dates, namers of locations amd participating personne] snd wxits mwy
he prepared for imatructioval purposes and/or official US Army publics-
tions,

4. (0) Comments, questions snd requests for chesges in distribetion
shonld be addressed to this beadquarters, ATIN: 04T Division, USASEC.
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SEADQUARTEES
U.5. ANNY SECYION
MILITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY CBORY, VIETENM
290 143, Sk. Pramcisco, Califormias

MACAR-OT (S&4) 29 Octobex 1963
SUAJECT: Lessons Lesrned Mmber 33: Utilizatiom of Military Sogs (O)
TO: See Distribation

1. N:trmm: S—")
a. primary purpose of this Lessons Lesrmed is to portray the
proper utilization of wilitary doga in the comnferimsmxgency emviromsent
in Vietnem. Siore mafiy succesoes s fatiWres enstountered T beTrmeed
back to the trainiag, care, healrh and housekesping of the dogs whes mot
co actual operations, cw-icerable disciesion will be devoted to detaiis
of these aspects of the general suhject. Becamse this topic 1is ome with
whizh relatively few are intimstely fgmilsr 6 portioms of this paper will
be more instroctional than the nors. m.itmtmhtw{—)

sn all ioclusive reference.

apply only in one portiom of EVK
paraseters between geographical aress.

2. (rouD) Present Republic of Vietmam Armed Porves (EVEAF) Military
Dog Organiration (See Inclosure 1).

a. Sentry Doga. Seven sentry dog platoows are opurztiomml. They
are zssigoed by platoena or by portions thereof to the missios of secwrity
of Army of Vietoam (AXWE) logistical isstallatioms, Vietasmesme Air Force
(VEAF) ba. es and variomns coutrul besdquarters ia the capital city. Platoon
headgzs==ters are T0E organizations. The wmit or imstallatiom requiring
dogs furmishes the hamdler.
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b. Scost Dogs. Five scont dog plstooe: sxe oxgaxised. Ome each
iz ascigeed to the four ARVE corps amd to the Cepitsl Militsry District._
These piatoons are sepaxare TOE orgamizsticoss (See Isclowsmre 2).

c. Military Dog Traiming Camter. 3 Vietnamese mmmed sai oper-
ated, US advist. traimisg centrr locatsd at Theash Tey Sa, trxiss lemiler-
dog teoms, amd vetruims tewss and platosss as reguired.

d. Veterimary Sarvice. Two weterimary climirs ave opexatiag,
ooe esch 2t the traxinimg center asudl one 2t I Beng. Ar lesgt one enlfstad

bave cmly one hamiler for each dog amd vice versa. 7Tz dog lmmiler tesm
is trained together, asuipgend and given wissions a5 == {esepuyable puir.

a. Scomt dogs are trained to recoamoiter paths, tyails, rostes
or arcas for the prestace of lmmsms. They rely om their boem samse of
smr]ll to detect airborae scemts wkich e from a
a dog is working (im bharmess), be will “"alext”

f
|

the
the direction of ibe wskwmown persom, by arm xigeal, the leader of the

to 50 meters or less. Alaag trails in demse jungle aveas, the inxitial

can be redoced by imterwittent light winds, mcoes asl wmiexiwesh, or rain,
ﬂﬂtoftﬂﬂlliﬂliﬂﬂamh—'.ﬂl,d-:eﬁ;ﬂﬂn Im—

,é
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in harmess. They sre ont traiasd to be vicfiows or to stteck their quaxty.
They may be moderatrly friewndly with pexsous other them their hemilers.
In Vietzuam they are wot trxised to track a sposr, altheugh they can “smell
out” a persom of cache in a covered hole in the or & pexwom kiding
underwater while breathiag thivough a resd. They can assist seaixies wvhem
anits are at 2 kplr or in position in the field.

b. Semtry dogs are deliberztely traimsd to be vicioms, to bark
at any person apprusachisg them, aad to attack if pemitted. The oaly
person they will aot Tvpxd as a5 commy is their osm hadlexy. Bvem that
relatiomship often is 2 sosswhet gusrded oue. Seatry dogs alert ca both

sceat aad sownd.
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S. (QA) Trziming. Regaxdiess of the exxelleace ox recestasss of
formul scheel traiming, scent dugs wset wndexrge alusst daily formml ched-
ieage. and yeulistic recommsissamer trxinisg. Ovcasicuslly, s dog will be-
comm oo fimely traiasd theat hs sheuld by given & rest; howewer, in this
ommtyy sech 8 sitwation definitaly is the ancsptisa. Ceatissed lack of
training diwinishes the dog'’s tecimical sbility, evem resuits in kis be-
caming & hindzance o lisbility. Traiwing sTess weet be safficiestly large
and varied to preclwie over-familizrity sad resultiag ia stzlesess ea
the dog's part. Semtry dogs, on the other hami, az a saximsm vegzire
only weekly o bi-weakly traiantiag. Iraiming inclundes werkisg with
artatk-suited pexmomnel plus agitation (delfberately yroweking the deg,

encouraging vicivasarss) .

6. (U) Pbysical condirion. All scomt dogs oeed dailly strenmous
oh==fcal conditicning. Not wseslly(caghbimed with other traiaing, this
training often is sctomplished by tyail msgches. The doge are cslleaved
{oot barnessed) on the choke chainm after the other mwrc mwmitally ‘mwmsling
training has heen scoomplished for the day. As with mmn:., the Ygs
wzst be given rest bresks, freguestly so whec heat is excassive. 0>
stacle conrses alsc promote phywical strength, as well ar skill.

7. (U) PFood. Dogs are fed coc: 2 day. The meal ‘wcindes rice,
beef and wegetsbles, in proporticns prescribed by EVEAF. The platooun
is issued the ratiom io fonds (piastres). The food, except for cemmexcial
US dog smal, is purchaged locally amd cookad im the plstoos sxea. The
approved daily ration per dog is 490 gn weat (beef, buffalo, etc), 315
g» rice, 175 gm vegetahles, 490 gu commercial US dog meal, sad 15 gm salt
7or 1 total of 1485 grzas (1.485 kilograms or 3.3 1bs). Ltmpmnts or
proportioes actmally inm a prepared msal will vaxy alightly fxom Cime o
time, depending on local sarket prices and seailabiiity, sccsssibiiity
of the market, end operational envircoment. However, it smst be ooted
that to0 mmch rice and too little mear does mot provide adequate atreagth
10 am operatiomal dog. Clesm water smsr be fuxrmished several times a
day. In emergencies during operatiocus,6 dogs can sebsist am wegt or fish
uixesd with rice. This i5 an inadeguate ration aad mest be used omly

infrequaeatly.

8. (U) Bowsing. Dog shipping crales are perfectly adeguate for
use 38 Lamporary kenoels wbhem dogs are tskem to an area
for raplcyment in xu operatiom. At their permmment bese, individas?
covered, woodes walled, lmt type kesmels clevated above the growsd are
adequate. Primsxy criteria are a dry zhelter and a chais Setg emough 20
pernit the dog to move in and out of the chelter with eape.

9. (G) Transportatiom. 1f 1 i sot eseemtial, desirwsble or
feagible that the dog be walking be should be tramsported by truck om
short trips znd by aiscralt for iomg trips.
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10. (CEHA) lessows lesxraci. Thue following hints, sugpestions amd
reles are taken {rom existimg dectrise safl derived from emperissrs in-
cowntyy. All of tae tactical "dn's and dom"tr™ stated cam be thewwewghly
soppcrted by sucreseaful sxi wmseccessful coubet opexstions imwelviag e
use of dogs. Tecords oo file cite mmexces cases vhere dogs dove boen
solely resposwidie for discovery and capture of Viet Cong pexveonual, and
for revenling ssbeshes. Thair work im roste amd area recoasaisssncs hes
been excellewmt.

2. Scoul dog platoon leaders require a warning oxder to prepare
for an opexstion, and a dTiefing ou tie msjor facets of the plan. Fail-
m&mianmlmMmMﬂMd
teams 35 well as inadequmie provision for tbeir iogistical seppori.

b. Scout dogs shouid be wved culy vhen bemefits cam or amy
accure from their wse. For exasple, If the wit is 20 malke s loug foot
march tircugh sate areas prior to resching the arvs of operatiom, the
dog should mot be worked “in haraeas™ at the besd of tie coluem darisg
the emtire maxrch. Ee will be fatigoed vhoen he is wost needed.

¢c. Scout dogs are of oo valoe in mownted armor operatioms.

d. Beoefit from scowt dogs is grestest in eperatiems isvelviep
smll wxits: e.g., patrols ami asbushes. ﬁ-t&ym—in-
operstion im close proxiwmity to large bodies of treeps, the sttemignt
disrractions sy well comfwee the dog.

e. VWb troops are wegotistisg trails in jusgle or other basvy
vegetation, the dog temm should be om the trail rather tium im an eutrider

t. On extended operstioms or im aress where terrzxia fnpeses

- liben operating in flooded rice peddies or cximilay teryaim,
dogs sbhomla be on the tveaty-fiv: foot leash rather thea on the shorter
five-fost lemsh. Dogs wermxlly can nagetiate the weck sl wmire withomt
mﬂfﬁnlty Aandlety, on the other hemi, tend tr become mived.

» whi-wver pesxible, mmmmummm
mmmmnmhl—b The dog sheuld e yoyumired
o extricate the homfler. A des in mmmmu

UNCLASSIFIED



g. Scout dogs may be used oo an oxtpost located uvpwina f
mit or position. At night. sigoals can be passed back by wying a
betwern the lmxller and the it positios.

r. Ar least ome soldier mmut be swwigaed
the dog handler duriog operaticas. The hemdler casot
defemdt kimgrlf uiile comtrolling smi operatimg the dog. Cesmxnlly
ort soke good uae of xisting cover sal coaceslwest .

£. If oo emrmy are located by scomt dogs during an operatiom,
commanders and wmit should sot regard theix performaxcrs s 2 fadlsxe

{onlees ia fart it was). BRather it shruid be recopmized that the
did accomplisk their wisgion iz thet they patrolled smi sesrched
and deterwioed the absemce of emewy. Estuxally, this cosrlusion presspposes

their proper otilization.

t. Soldiers snst Dot aswowr that they axe perfectly sefe merely
becanse a dog is with them. This attitmie cam omly lesd o dismster in
due time. The mdlitary dog is = resomxce wkich supplasots ofher sctious
or procedures. It docs not replace them.

the
string

of protecring
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u. Fcr extended opermticos, it mmy be dexirmble o weoe beavers
or bodygusrds to ss=ist in carryisg dog ratioms.

v. In garrisomn, daily inspections shomld be made of fogd pre-
pzratioz mrthods, keonels, axxd dogs.

w. Trainicg areas msst be lxrge aad coxtais “aried texr=in.

x. Dwily trainimg im chediemce  scomtimg amd physical comdi-
doning shonld fresyoently be checkssl by higher bopdguartexs staff offfcers.
vithoct advance woticz. The mawber of dogs presest and reasows for asbwences,

daration of traiming, quietness of doga, chediemce to kamdler's oral
roemevds scd hend sieealis serfareaars i eroatise senhlsss sad centrnd



UNCLASSIFIED

aa. 7o only pozmishment appropriate fer a military dog is a sharp
jerk ou the leash. <Kicking, beating or otherwvise abusing a dog are most
tarmful in wmany respects. Comsanders shocld be eacouraged to take Jdis-
ciplinary action againet anyone who abuses the dogs.

bb. A military dog must never be reprarded as a pet even by his
handler. The bhandler-dog relationship is one of master and worker amd
ore of only limited friendship. Bowewer, it is perfectly proper for the
"andler to strike his dog and otherwise indicate praise after soccessful

accooplishment of a task.

cc. Veterinary technicians and handlers should imspect all dogs
cnd kermels daily for genmeral health, wounds, akin diseases and skin
conditions, and evidence of parasites. Daily grooming a=xi semoel police.
z sust in themselver, provide excellent opportunities for such checxs.

Ca

dd. iIn an exviromeent such as RVN wvberein the degree of sophis-
tication of the military forces falls appreciable short of western armies
or vhere standards or philorophies differ merkedly from those of western
civilization, centralized control of militarv dogs mast be retained.

While splitting a military dog platoon into small packets say produmce

the advantzge of increased availability throoghout an area, proper training,
feeding and care can be insured only by keeping platoonr intact (except

for operations) and through centralized control. When distance between

a dog platoon and a uvnit to be supported is great, transportation methods
and response tecimiques wost be perfected which will enhance operational

uer of military dogs.

ee., Sco't dogs can hecome accustomed easily to travel in helicopters
and fixed wing aircraft. Many dogs require am initial period of familiar-
ization before they are at ease in this strange envirooment. The familiar-
ization should be accomplished as training and not as a prelude to or a
part of an operation.

ff. Successful operational employment of scout dogs should be re-
corted aod disseminated promptly and widely. By so doing commanders and
troops will gain confidence in the effectiveness of m!litary dogs.

3 Incl s/t DELK M. ODER
as Brigadier Gemeral, USA
Chief
DISTRIBUTION:

Special (Lessons Learmed)
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RVEAF MILITARY O PROCRAM OPGARLIZATION

Amthorized
Unit ASS t Locatica Dog Strength

lst Scout Dog Platoom I Corpe Da Hang 21

2d Scout Dog Platoon II Corps Pleikn 21

> Scout Dog Platoon I1I Corps Bien Hoa 21

ik Scout Dog Platoom IV Corps Can Tho# 21

5th Scout Dog Plitoon O Saigon (CoVap) 21

*Plamned location; presently at My Tho

‘st Sextry Tog Platoom 51lth Ammo Depot Co ) 9)
41t Air Base ) Da Rmg g) 2
311th POL Depot Co ) 4 )

... Seatry Dog Platoon 5234 Ammo Dewot Co ) 19 )
POL Sub-Depot Co ) Pleikn 7)2
62d Air Base ) 4)

% Sentry Dog Platoom S531st Ammo Depot Co ) Q)
30th POL Main Depot ) Co Vap 6) 21
3324 POL Depot Co ) 6 )

:h Sentry Dog Platoon 50th Ammo Main Depot) Thanh Tuy Ba 12 ) 2
ARVE Mil Dog Tng Ctr) 9)

~th Sentry Dug Platoon Presidential Bde ) 10 )
KVE Ravy Hgqs ) Saigom 7)a
B&S Co, ARVE ) 4)

sth Sentry Deg Platoon <3d Air Base Bien 3ca 21

“th Sentry Dog Plastoon 30th Alr Base Tan Som Ebwt 21

‘closure 1



T X-103

{Extract)
LR R J
SCOUT DOC
rLATOOR
r l |
* e L
Note 1 SCOUT DOC
PLATOON BQS SQEAD
3)
OFF: 1 ICO: 1 BM: 2 3
1 . OFY: O BCD: 1 EM: &
Pervcome. Asget:
1 - plat 1ldr Military Dogs: 7
1 - plat sgt
1 - sup clk/der Persosael Asgat:
1 - veterivery sp 1 - egd ldr/dog hamdler
1 - asst eqd ldr/dog
er‘h: Bots 2 handley
1 - st dag hamdlex
1 - X7 Trk, &xé, w/trlx 4 - dog hamdlers
4 - pistol, cal .45
Spms Wote 3

NOTES:

(1) Similar to QK-10Z, Militaxry Dog Platoom Hes, wsed for Semtry Dog
Platoous. Iaoformatiom sbhown on this chart is identical for QE-102.

(2) Has been smeaded in some locatices to iaclmde cme 3/4T Trk, 4ué
either TLO or in additiom to the X7 Trk.

(3) Per cqs=d.



