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S'm..r&CTI Utiliza.tion of War Dogs 

By SAF-fi 0 t -----.......:...- a e ;)90 '1 

nte purposo of this llIMIOrandum is to correct same popular ~ , 
conceptions concerninl: the uti:L1IIation of' war dogs and to reco!lIli1lIIld a . j" 
decisiv!) course of action. :.lr 

" 2. Backljround. . )' 
. . ,. i 

D~..ng recent conversations wit.~ etaf"f meJ$ers and field ~" 
it 1s apparent that the valu~ ot war doge is highly undar-rated~ their'l'ipl. 
potential subjeotively ldl1.i.mlhled, and their distinct Il8sats iglt'lt!'ed. Smoe 
all or tho factors that !:lq have been used to i'0l'lJI these erroneous opinio'na 
are not knO'llll, certain proven facts mB3 serve to clarify the situation 1:rOI!I 
a."l It,D viewpoint. 

3. Discussion. 

'!'he ulitnatll cOl'ihat usefulness of war dogs depends equally upon' 
the specific breed, their special:!.Zed usc and the qualitative and quant1-' 
tativa trninins: given each dog a."ld handler. Listed below in the relative 
ordor of ilIlportance are a fev of the more eor.r.wn rol.os in ... -h1ch dogs M:¥ 
be e:lpl.o:re<l to the distinct. advantage of t.he 'RV':iAFl 

j a. sentr;-r L\l t"l. 
. ~ 

Do,:: is trllined to ~te '0:1 a leash either inside a cJ.osed I 1 
area or aut.side on the porilllBter of an install.ation, al.ertinJ the handler 
wi thout SO'.l:\C 'When the pl'Osence of' an intruder is detected. At the dia­
crotion of the handler ~ the dog ;N1;,f be UIlleashed for II.t~ck. It is believed 
that sontrJ cogs provide the greatest potential in Viet tral'l since experience 
(iJf>, UK, etc.) bas proven that one do~ and handler ca .. efteotiveJ.;r repl.ace 
frO!1l 1.0 to 16 sentries. 'lll1a, ot OO'Jl'se, depends upon the installation 
and the back-un of a gpiclc reaction foroe. 

Dos is trained to operate wi thou.t leash inside a ccr.npound 
or a building. and to attack ~thout Bound any intruder B:tCe'pt its bImdl.er. 
This tn>e dog is partiC'.ilarq Vicious and shoold be of a bre!ld ~ 
for this pnl'!lOse, since its poteoUal ia best utU1zed in tixed irultalle• 
tiona. 
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c, Patrol I:uty. 

The dogs undor test trainin3 by tho CDTC perfol'r.l patrol type 
duty on a leash 'IlI.th the handler~ nomaJ.ly ereverel mters ahead oJ: a co_ 
bat patrol. 1'00 dog is trained to elert the handler of the direotion and 
diotanoe of I!!JIl. person(s) in the imroediate vicinity. Under certain con­
ditions the Gog could be relEll\Sed to attack, thereby elortinG the patrol. 
to tho exact location of the ene.'l\Y'~ and in sOllie instances, the relative 
~ of the ene~ foroe. 

Although patrol doge are normally trained for use in a.~ '., 
attack role, tl10y should not be used'intllis !'laIlIler except under the .oat 
pressing cirOlllllStances. This is necessary 'because (1) the dog cannot 
ctl.stinguish between fMend ~ foe~ and (2) the cssuelty rate a:1O!1g dogs ( 
wuld be exorbitant". "'.... 'J 

,. 
ARV:I personl'lel have indicatoo tl:at tl:ay also ha,o a requirG- • 

ment for patrol dogs to operata, 'ldthout leash~ up to 200 ",eters in tront , 
of patrols. The dogs wuld be trainoo not to bar:~~ and to return to ,+.heir; 
handlers SL"ld t.~us alert the patrols, Dogs can be eastly trained for this 
tas'< proVided t'1at they are .!!2i also tn.in::ld for attack duty. 

d. Track"..ng Dutx. 

IJ.S. e;cperience indica.tes that male '1erma.'l Shepherd dogs·.:re . 
botter utilized fer sentry and patrol. duties than for traeldnG purposes." ' 

Since tracking is normally divided into two cate~ories~ e.g.~ 
"hot trackin,," with the scent no nor.) than tvo hours eld, <l:ld "cold 
trailine" '!lith the scant tram 2 to 1I'l hourn eld, a dii"ferent b;;-ced of 
doe i!'l rCtfrlred for these 6J.ties. 

f'rl!!'nl1n Shepherds have bem) used s'lccessi'ul1;r 0:'\ occas:'ons 
in the hot tracld."le role. i{owver, other breeds are better s-.Ji ted f'ro!lI 
a ph:rsielo:lioal viewpoint, 

A partiC'llar breed o! hO'lnd degs have ':lean used to the beet 
advan+A;:e for "cold trai~" and are recorr.l811ded 1."1 the eVQ,r':. a valid 
re<:ui~ent :'5 sta~ed and 1i;JP::'o-rcd. 

'r.1S use of 06= Sh9?h'3rds kained for sentr-.i or patrol. 
dut-! is not recom.''llmded for tracldne ~!le3, since the pr:.nc:.::>le of 
sco'ltin,~ and patrollhg reqllires the do[; to ke,!? his head 'lp a:d be 
alert fer U,e scents. 

Recrotly, the t-no C-eI'l"..a."1 ::r.'1~herds previO'.ls17 tra:'.."lOO under 
Task :Te. 19 ~rere used euccesa:l:'!.ll:r 1."1 this role b'J the Ca.?i tal :iilitar,y 
District to llhich the:r are assigned for test )l'U"peses, L'1 tds irult.ance 
t1-.3 do.;s ';"l!'!l used to search all ho:nes 1."1 Ii village suspoctcd of harboring 
'liet (h'l!l. Alllm.:lldin::.s WI'>') wl!.C!'<l,lted a,r' t'~e rlo,l,S var" ;'TOtlJ~t in to 
sea.-ch the roltll. ll'.;Sleu:,h 8ava~a1 suspects vsre i'e:L"1d', the do::; 'li'91"8 
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operating at a disadvantage, since the p!rtlcular building still contal.noo 
tresh scents trom the svaeuatoo :I.nh8b:l. tants. Under s111lil.ar circUJl\st8ni:ea 
it 'Iro'Jld haYe been better to have waited at least t1IO hours so that tht 
dogS 'IIO'Jld not have been distracted by fal.se scents. . . 

e. Special Purpose Dutr. '- ,'. 

Dogs - and their handl.ers - may be trained and used for Ill'IY 
nlli~~r of BPeci~;ltasksl 

(1) Locating underground caches of lllUnitions. 
metaJ.1c and motallc lllines by the "attraction" method. 

(2) Locating Ulegal. goods a.."ld opium. caches. 

() Recovery, d!J.ring combat, of 8l1Iall arms. 

supplies, non7 
t 
J , ... " 

, 
\ 

"-. " 

(4) CivU or nllitar,y pollce riot control) constable type::· 
patrolling in "hot" districtsJ and specialized attack purposes. .,.,' 

-"~.t 

f. Psychopathic Killers. 

. Dogs, like bwnans, tend to become psychopathic killers under 
certain con&. tiona of intell8ified trainint: and contunued use. It is· ... ted 
that rather than dispose or these animals locally, that they be introduced 
into certain de~ed areas or trails for psychological effect. 

2. AI tho'.lgh the i'oreso'.nt is general. in nature, certain distinct 
mill tar;t advanta'ges Will accmr8 from the immedicte use of do.:;:s by the 
R'l';iA.". 1!lx:::>erls attached to the Research and Development Division are 
available to provide additional. infomation or spGCific details as :re­
quired. 

~. 
3. It iSllcollsidered opinion of thls DiVision that sent1"'J and patrol 

dogs sho'ud be introduced into the RVNA? at t-'1e earliest prac:icabls date. 
In addition it is st~ontly rec=ended thatl 

a. The proposed YAP supported :COg C""pany be activated ;dthCRl.t. 
further de~· under the ~er&eney assistance provisions Cited r~cently 
by State-Def8!lSe a~d O::m. In this co;:mectio!1 the l'':d) DiViSion has 
all"ead;;; taken illl"lediate act'. on to obtain, thro:lg!l OSn/ARPA reso'lXcoe, a., initial cadre of 60 do~s. 

b. The 110C; Co"'PS-'lY be orga.'1ized and stat/ed as a :teplacel'1ent 
Trainin~ Center to ~~li~~ selected inciVi&~s from tho c~~at el~~ta 
fila:"- be sent for trainin::;. This S".f3tcm. producos be':.t'lr results, since 
if' the individ-.ull and dog is orga':lic to the unit the sol.d:!.er ",1.ll be of 
a higher caJ.iber than that nomally fumished a.."lother unit (ti:e universal 
militar.1 practice 0: ~~ng N8-ballsn ). 
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c. Dog' handlers be selected !'rom trained combat pars~l puo­
tlcularly adept 'at 8CCr.lt1ne and :;>atrolling. Handl.ers Sholld be volunteer •• 
aince an esseiltial prerequisite '.5 an interest in dogs a."ld their potentIil 
use. Indivuduals thUD sa1.ected &'1ould be placed on mY with the Dog Center 
tor the full trai.ning period or 6 'b-ooks, It IlUst b1) enphasized that dog 
handlers shCfJ.ld, in addition to a senu:!ne liking tor dogs, possess sutf:1. 
dent intelligenco to grasp the nany facets of t.'1e traintnz progra."1l. 

. 'l:hi.B point can be sharply proven IT.r observat;.on of the 8 . 
dO('; hancUers roaently assigned to ,:ork ~.nth the 6 U ,S. a..'l.d 2 1]11 dogs in 
tho ?!-D progran. i<lith but teVl e.:'{cept1ons tho dogs Ilppear to be more . t.· 
intelligent t.'um the recently reeallod reservists IlBsigned this duty. 

d, 11lE'\ediate act~on be taka'"! to increase the emerr,encz l'.AP r 
progl'8lll for procu.re.MOnt of dog3 so that wi thin one yellr there would be 'I 
500-1000 traL'l.ed dOJo and hao"unera operating in the field. I' .. 

·:·, ...... i~;-· 
e, Provisions be made for a doe; replacement program so .th&t:.~·.l 

an 300-1000 level can be maintained, Included should be resupply of.ih1'" 
dog food.; equipment, veterinarian supplies. -'or""·:': 

f. Plana include refresher rotational traininc; of' dogs a."1d _, 
ha."ldlors on a 6 IIIOllthS periodIc i>8:s1.s by the Replacel'lent Training Center 
(i.;ar Ibe). 

g. HAAG requnat that an e.z:perienced U,S, dog handler instructor.. 
be aSSigned immediately to MAAG, Viet Na:», for dJlty with tl19 Canter.' .".C >,' • 

Copy i'u-~ishoo: 
J-l 
J-3 
J-4 
CbArmScc 
Log 
Tnz 
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'TIP!",IL R. C':lILSO:1 
CQloael, OS 
Chief, Rt.:D Divirion .. . ' , .. 
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