N L]
/ A

'
§
!

Y

me. o th (10056— : o2,
OJﬂ//)?aﬂA« K‘EN '

\

MAGRD er 1§681lF
IMDRATDYM FOR: Chief of Staff lED

STBJECTs TUtilization of War Dozs

1. Purvose,

The purposa of this memorandum is to correct scme popular mige
conceptions concerniing the utilimation of war dogs and to recommend a -

i
decisive course of actiom, 3‘!
2, Background, ’;i'

it 1s anparent that the valua oi‘ war dogs is highly under-rated, thelr’ M.l
potential subjectively minimized, and thelr distinct assets igsured, Since
all of the factors that may have becn used to form these erronsous opinions

are not known, certain proven facts may serve to clarify the situation from
an P:D viewpoint,

3. Discussion,

The ulitnate combat usefulness of war dogs depends equally upon
the specific breed, thelr specialized use and the qualitative and quantli-
tative training given each dog and handler, Listed below in the relative
order of importance are a few of the more cormon roles in which dogs may
be employed to the distinct advantape of the RVHAF:

4

a. Sentry Duty, CA

Doz is trained to operate on a leash either inside a closed !}
area or outside on the porimeter of an installation, alertinz the handler
without somd when the presence of an intruder is detected, At the dis~ '
crotion of the handler, the dog may bae unleashed for atiack, It ia believed
that sentry dogs provide the greatest potential in Viet Ham since experience
(U5, UX, etc,) has proven that one dog and handler can effectively replace
from 10 to 16 sentries, This, of course, depends upon the installation

and the back-up of a quick reaction force,
t. Comomd Duby,

Pog is trained to operate without leash inside a compound
or a building, and to attack without sound any intruder except its handler,
is type dog is particularly viclous and should be of a breed

for this rpose, since its potential is best utilized in fixed installis-
tiona,
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¢, Patrol Tatwy,

The dogs wndor test traininz by the CDIC perform patrol type
duty on a2 leash with the handler, nomally several maters ahead of a come
bat patrol., Tne dogz is tralned to alert the handler of the direction and
distance of any person(s) in the immediate vicinity, Under certain con-
ditions ths dog could be released to attack, thereby alerting the patrol
to the exact locetion of tne enemy, and in some instances, the relative
gize of the enemy force,

Although patrol doge are normally trained for use in an . |
attack role, they should not be used in ‘this manner except under the most
pressing circumstances, This 1s necessary ‘because (1) the dog cannot
distinguish between filend end foe, and (2) the casualty rate z-ong doga t
would be exorbitant, ] |

ARVY personnel have indicated that thoy also have a require=
reat for patrol dogs to oporate, without leash, up to 200 meters in front |
of patrols, The dogs would be trained not to bari, and to return to thedr:
handlers and thus alert the patrols, Togs can be easily trained for this
task provided that they are not also trainzd for attack duty,

d . Tra.ck!ng DJ‘L.‘,T.

7,5, experience indlecates that male lerman Shepherd dogg'gﬁ'_
better utilized for sentry and patrol duties than for tracking purposes,

Since tracking is normally divided into two catesories, e.g.,
"hot traciing™ with the scent no mora than two hours old, and "ecold
trailinz" with the scent from 2 to LS hours old, a different breed of
doz is remuired for thess Jduties.

ferman Shepherds have bean used successfully on occasZons
in the hoi tracking role., However, othsr breeds are better suited from
a phrsioclozical viewpoint,

A particular brezed of hound dogs have been used to the best
advantare for "cold trallinz™ and are recomieanded in the evont 2 valid
rocuirenent is stated and avproved,

Tie use of German Shepherds trained for sentr: or patrol
doty is not recommended for tracldng marposes, siace the princi :)la of
scoiting and patrolling requires the dog to kasp his head up and be
alert Tor live scents,

Recently, the two German Shevherds praviously irained under
Task ilo, 1% were used succesafully In this role by the fapital Hilitary
District to which they are assignad for test parposes, In iris instance
tr2 dogs wers used to search all homes in a village suspected of harboring
Tiet Connz, ALl bufldin-g were evacaated and the dogs wore brouszht in to
search the hts, Alihoush sevaral suspects were found, the doss ware
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o operating at a dieadvantage, since the mrticular building still contel ned
' fresh scents from the evacuated inhebitants. Under similar circumstances

it would have been better to have waited at least two hours so that the
dogs would not have been distracted by false scents,

e, Special Purposs Duty.

Dogs ~ and their handlers - may be trained and used for tmy
number of gpecigl /tasks:

(1) Locating underground caches of munitions, supnliea, non-
retalic and nmotalic mines by the "attraction™ method, f

{2) Locating illegal goods and opiwa caches, _ l
(3) Recovery, during combat, of emall arms, }

{L) Civil or nilitary police riot controlj constable ty-pa
patrolling in "hot" districts; and specialized attack purposes, Cae

-~
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f, Psychopathic Killers,

: Dogs, like humans, tend to become psychopathic killers under
certain conditions of intensified training and contumued use, It is augguted
that rather than dispose of these animals locally, that they be i.ntmdu.eed :
into certain denied areas or trails for psychological affect,

i 2. Although the foregoing is general in nature, certain distinct
rilitary advantapes will acerms from the immedi-te use of doss by the
RVNAT, xperts attached to the Research and Development Division are
avallable to provide additional information or spescific details as re-
quired,

L

dho :
3, It ispconsidered opinlon of this Ddvision that sentry and patrol
dogs should be introduced into the RVHAT at the earliest practicable date,
In addition it is stronzly recommendad that:

a, The proposed MAP supported Cog Czspany be activated without
farther delay under tae SHergency assistance provisions cited rascently
br State-~-Defense and 05D, In this coanection the RID DIhvision has
already taken irmediate acton to obtain, throigh OSD/ARPA resources,
an initial cadre of 60 dogzs.

be The Doz Corpany be organized and starfed as a Renlacement
Traininz Ceater to which selected individuals from the ccuvbat elzmaonts
nay be sant for training, This system produces befter resulis, since
if the individual and dog 1s organic to the unit the scldier will be of
a higher caliber than that normally furmished another unit (the universal
military practice of durming ®*8-balls®),
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¢, Dog nandlers be salected from trainad combat persomel pare
ticularly adept at scouting and patrolling, Handlers should be volunteera,
since an essential prerequisite s an interest in dogs and thelir potentisl
usa, Indivuduals thus sslected should be placed on TDY with the Doz Center
for the full training period of 6 weeks., It mist ba erphasized that dog
handlers should, in addition to a genuine liking for dogs, possess suffi-
cient intelligence to grasp the many facets of the training prozran,

~ This point can be sharply proven by observation of the 8-
doz handlers recently assigned to work with the § U,.S, and 2 W dogs in
the 7D progran. V¥ith but few exceptions the doga appear to bo more v
intelligent than the recently recalled reservists assigned this duby,

d, Immediate action be taken to increasse the emerzency HAP ¢
program for procuremont of doga so that wiithin one year there would be
500-1000 trained dozs and handlors operating in the field. i

*f,'l‘_\‘_‘fr:!" R

6. Provisions be made for a dog replacement program so that.y i

an $00-1000 level can be maintained, Included should be resupply of.dry'
dog food, equipnment, veterinarian supplies, ninst

£+« Flans include refresher rotaticnal training of dogs and .

handlors on a 6 months periodic basis by the Replacement Treining Center
('i';ar Ibﬁ). -

B HMAAG requost that an experienced U,5, dog handler insbructer,
be assigned immediately to MAAG, Viet ¥Nam, for duty with the Conter, --:- .

Copy furmished: YIFCAL R, CHILSCI
J-1 Colonel, G5
J-3 Chief, R&D Division s
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