
CHAPTER II 

FINDING A LOST TRACK 

65. Las' Definite Sign 
As explained earlier, the track following drill 
has been evolved not only to assit the visual 
tracker w hen follow i ng a track, but to prevent 
him from walking into an ambush or a booby· 
trap. It is also designed to prevent rum from 
losing the track. Step two of the track foUowing 
drill emphasizes that the visual tracker must 
remember his last definite sign, and that when 
in doubt he should have a definite mark not 
more than 3 to {; ... eter~ away where he can 
re-establish the track. Be..:ause of the many dif· 
ferent deception tactics which can be used to 
lose a tracker, a visual tracker should always be 
conscious of the fact that losing a track can be 
a matter of only taking one or two steps in the 
wrong direction. He knows that human nature 
can lead him astray by letting himself "think" 
he is following a track that is not there. 

66. The Initiol Cost 

A visual tracker always remembers his individ­
usl signs. He never moves farther than the last 
definite sign without another dellnite sign in 
front' of him. If what appears to be a definite 
sign turns out to be false or incorrect upon 
closer inspection, the visual tracker must stop 
and go through the track following drill again. 
If no definite sign can be found, he must return 
to the IllSt definite sign and start again. 

67. The Drill 

Carry out the track following drill from this 
location. If no track is found. return to the last 
definite sign and carry out the track following 
drill again. If the track still cannot be found. 
the initial cast must be msde. 

68. The Initiol Cost Drill 

Move back along the track from the last dellnite 
sim for 10 to 15 meters. The tracker and his 
eoverrnsn will move olr alone, walking in a small 
cifi:le 20 to SO mete" in diameter around the 

point of departure. The visual tracker's aim here 
Is to cut across the enemy's track. Whether the 
visual tracker moves olr to the left or the right 
is optional. He will be influenced by the general 
direction of the enemy, and rus own idea of 
which Way the enemy may have lOne. 

4. If the tracker comes across a track he must 
make Sllre that it is the enemy's track that he 
has found. He will cheek the track for age and 
number of people, to establish the traek as the 
one he is following. He -then eheeks hackward 
to see if the track connects with the known 
track and then eheeks forward to see if the 
traek he has found is an enemy deception. He 
then completes the eircle in ease of an enemy 
split. It is possible that the visual tracker and 
his eoverman will be in sight of the patrol leader. 
While the tracker is moving, the coverman travels 
a little apart and -to the rear of the visual 
tracker. He must be alert at all times. facing 
the direction of poasible danger, listening in­
tently, and alert for any aim of the enemy's 
presence. 

b. Before the visual tracker and his eoverman 
move olr on the initial east the patrol leader 
moves forward and positions himself at the 
starting point of the cast. He remains in this 
position and awaits the return of the visual 
tracker and the coverman. He must make 8ure 
that all the members of the patrol know the 
direction the east started and the direction from 
which the visual tracker and the coverrnsn will 
retlH1l. During this period the members of the 
patrol will move olr track and take up all-round 
ambush positions. Silence is of the utmost im­
portance during this period, as the visual tracker 
and the coverman are extremely vulnerable at 
this point. The patrol is warned to hold their 
fire until positive identification Is made. (It has 
happened that villual trackel'll and eovermen have 
been fired upon by their own patrol.) When the 
visual tracker and coverman return they give 
all information to the patrol leader as to the 
status of the track. The patrol then moves olr 
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with the viswd tracker and covennan in the 
lead. The visual tracker then insures that the 
track connects with the track found. The time 
it will take for the visual tracker to carry out 
the initial eMt may vary from 15 to 60 minuU!s, 
depending on the suspected nearness of the 
enemy, terrain, and difficulty of tracking condi. 
tions. 

69, The Extended Case 

On the return of the visual tracker from the 
initial cast, if no track has been located, the 
patrol leader may order an extended cut. If 
available. a secondary visual tracker and cover· 
man will be called fl)rward. The viaual tracker 
and coverman will remove packs and equipment. 
which will be handed to patrol memben for 
safe keeping. They will carry weapons, ammuni. 
tion. and water. 

a.. Start the drill by moving back 50 to 60 
meters from the lut definite sign. One visual 
tracker and coverman will circle outward and 
forward from the left of the track. and one 
visual tracker and eoverman will circle outward 
and forward from the right of the track. The 
visual trackers will now be moving in a semi. 
circle from the last definite sign. The visual 
trackers will meet approximately 50 meters out 
in front of the last sign. If a visual tracker comes 
across the track, he will confirm it and then 
continue checking the ground until he meets 
with the other visual tracker. During this period 
the members of the patrol will have removed 
their packs and be in an all·round defenae p0s­

ition. As in the initial cast the patrol leader 
will be at the last definite sign. The time taken 
for the visual trackers to carry out this drill 
may be from 1 to 2 hours. 

b. A quick reaction sedion will be on standby 
to move out Immediately if firing is heard. in­
dicating that a visual tracker and his coverman 
are in contact with the enemy. 

c. Once the track has been found and the 
·visual trackers have returned, the follow up will 
continue as before. If the track has not been 
found the patrol leader may order a box search. 

10. The Box Search 

If both the initial cast and extended cut fail 
to locate the enemy track. the box search becomes 
neeessary. It will be seen that the visual trackers 
have covered the ground on two occasions with 
circles of 20 to SO and 60 to 60 meten In dia-

meter. These casts have been time conswning 
(up to 3 hr). By ordering a box search the 
patrol leader recognizea that they will have to 
stay in the area for at least another " houn. 
At this stage, and before starting a new seareh, 
both visual trackers and covermen will need a 
short Net. The patrol leader will order one third 
of his patrol to conduct the box search. The 
patrol leader must also consider the time of day 
before ordering the box seareh. 

71. The Drill 
Ideally, four 3- to 4·man patrols are formed. 
each patrol with a track recognizing ability. 
From the area of last deflnite sign, the patrol 
leader will decide on an azimuth and instruct 
the patrols to move out in opposite directions to 
a distance of approximately 500 meten, I.e., two 
patrols move north and two patrols move south. 
These patrols will split and begin their independ­
ent searches for tracb and sign of the enemy. 
All four patrols will be working to an azimuth 
and set distances. 

4. Each lI- to 4-man patrol will cover one 
quadrant of a square 1.000 by 1.000 meten. To 
prevent the patrols from meeting each other 
head on, and to avoid the possibility of mistaken 
identity and shooting, a verification method can 
be employed in the box search. 

b. Each patrol moves out on a cardinal azi. 
muth to the required distance and completes its 
search of the required quadrant. The azimuths 
are important to insure that the patrols c:rosa 
an outward path on which to return to the last 
sign. If only two patrols are available they will 
have to cover twice as much area and the seareh 
will take much longer. 

c. An alternative to the box search is to use 
the "Fan Method." Composition and number of 
each individual patrol will depend on availability 
of personnel. This method tends to be more time 
consuming, although it will give a greater cover­
age of ground. This type search can take up to 7 
hours. If no track turns up after this seareh the 
patrol leader may order the fan search to be 
conducted again with larger distances from 100 
to 200 meters, or he may choose another method 
such as: 

(1) The base line method. 

(2) The stream line method. 
(S) The cross-grain search. 
(4) The likely area(s) probe. 
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72. Additional Search Methods 
All searches so far have centered on the last 
delinite sign. With the base line method. stream 
line method, and the croSS grn". 8earch, larger 
areas are covered and the' '. ols are increased 
in number. These searching patrols, now working 
closely restricted limits and boundaries. are 
searching for signs of the ene!'1Y's presence in the 
area. All track information will be reported and 
the patrol leader will decide where and when 
to continue the follow up if the enemy is sighted 
or his track found. Finally, the likely !!rea probe 
can be mounted before the other three if the . 
patrol leader feels that it will be more successful 
in locating enemy tracks. The following factors 
will be considered before the patrol leader orders 
this type of ;;earch : 

a. The possible task and intentions of tht' 
enemy being followed. 

b. Age of track and .... le of day when the 
enemy was at the place whel'e the last delinite 
sign is located. 
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r. By close study of the map. he will question 
the possibility of the enemy splitting up and 
moving to populated areas. 

d. Weather conditions at the time the track 
was made and after the track was lost (i.e .• 
has it rained heavily and continuously since the 
enemy was at last known position 1). 

e. Having due considet'ation of'the above fac­
tors, the patrol le~er may now direct his 3- to 
4'man patrols to move forward and check for 
sign at the following locations: 

(1) River banks. 

(2) Arpas of track junctions. 

(3) A reas of steep gradients. 

( 4) A rea" of likely campsites. 

(5) Any other area(s) where the patrol 
leader feels that the enemy may have gone. or 
where there is a good chanee of picking up sign. 
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PART 2 

TRACKER DOG AND TEAM TRAINING 

CHAPTER 12 

TRACKER DOG TRAINING 

Sedion I. GENERAL 

73, Mission of the Combat Tracker Team­
Employment of Tracker Dog 

the enemy by following scent tracks over terrain 
that does not hold visual signs (fig 14). (The 
dog handler and dog are considered a "learn" 
within the "combat tracker team," The team's mission is to establish conlact with 
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74. Dog'I Capabilities 
The ability of a tracker dog team to complete 
a track suceessfully is dependent primarily upon 
the distribution, quantity. and life of the IC'I!nt 
being followed. This, in t:~- is inftuenced by 
the climate, terrain, and aae of tile track con· 
cerned. Normally. a well-trained tracker dog can 
be expected to track the quarry 'mtil he is caught 
or until such time as all scent dis.sipates or is 
hopelessly mingled with other odors. Given suit­
able tracking conditions, it is reasonable to ex­
pect a tracker doll' team to follow the natural 
wanderings of single or multiple quarries for at 
least 5,000 meters over rugged and varied ter­
rain. on a scent track that is at least 12 hours 
old. While tracking. the dog is also capable of 
alerting its handler to the presence of tripwires 
and ambushes. 

75. Dog', Umitati...ll 

Despite their proven eft'ectivenes.s. tracker dog 
teams can fail to complete their miuion due to 
a multitude of tangible and intangible reasons. 
The most common causes, however, stem from 
a combination of poor terrain, adverse climatic 
conditions. and failure to employ the dog team 
promptly. Other causative factors include--
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4. Lack of followup training. 

b. Poor physical conditioning. 

c. Faulty handler motivation. 

d. Inability to verify the track. 

e. The requirement to track extensively in 
built-up areas or along hard surfaced TOads. 

76_ Scope of the Training Program 

Tracker dogs and dog handlers are trained in 
preparation for integration into a combat tracker 
team. Such training includes in-depth instruc­
tion on canine behavior as it relates to tracker 
dogs. animal care and grooming, first aid. the 
prevention of disease in dogs. kennel manage­
ment. and those safety requirementa that are 
unique to dog training activities. Before special­
ized training commences all teams are required 
to become proficient in basic and advanced obed­
ience exercises. and the animals are accustomed 
to working under gunfire_ Specialized training 
consists of basic. intermediate. and advanced 
tracking as well as training designed to condi­
tion the animal in detecting boobytraps and am­
bushes. 

Section n. HANDLIR QUAUFtCATIONS 

77. Essential Tralta 

Successful care and training of dOllS depends, 
to a great extent, on the personal characteristics 
of the handler. Experience hu shown that the 
following traita are essential: 

a. Friendlll A ttittuU Toward Do,.. Any in. 
dividual selected to train and handle dOli IrIWlt 
have a genuine fondness for and interest in 
them. If this quality cannot be readily Identified 
in prospective handlers, they .hould be ronalder. 
ed unacceptable. 

b. lnUUil1f!'11C~. It hu been demoNltrated that 
individuals with leu than average Intellipnce 
cannot be taught to care for and train dop sue­
cessfully. 

c. PGtUn.c~ elM PennMlftU. The handler 
cannot force desired behavior upon dOli, nor 
!!JII he expect dop t& learn as rapidly as human 
btlnll. He must be patient and be IrIWlt per. 
.".. until each exerci.e II brought to a success­
fIJI ronclulion. 

d. Mental and Pkllncal COordiMtiml. A good 
handler must be able to convey his willhes to 
the dog by body movement and gestures as well 
as voice. This requires a definite amount of men­
tal and physical coordination. 

e. Pkllltital Endu1'l1.7tc~. Not only muat the 
handler be able to show good coordination, he 
must be able to maintain his elforta as long as 
necessary. The handler must be able to "outlast" 
hill dog during each training period. This in­
cludes being able to .wim. since oversea opera­
tion. include waterborne patrols. 

/. Rutmree/vl__ Although training proced­
ures are carefully set forth, It il inevitable that 
sltnations will arise calling for action Dot cover­
ed by publi.hed guidanc:e. A handler must be 
able to meet these sitnations sueeeasfully. 

,. D~~tJI. The welfare of .tbe dog is 
entirely in the banda of the handler. Dogs cannot 
disclose how they are being treated nor can they 
make reporta. Their physical well-being depends 
primarily on the willingness of the handler to 
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do such manual labor 88 is n..cessary for kennel 
mal1ltgement, feeding, and dog cleanliness. Fail­
ure in these responsibilities means failure of 
the training program. 

78. Determining Qualifications 

There are no purely objective methods of deter­
mining how well " prospective handler qualifies 
in the desirable traIts. Despite this fact, pro­
spective .bandlers cannot be selected haphazard­
ly. Interviews provide a satisfactory hasis for 
eelection if carefully conducted by a responsible 

and duly qualified officer. Each candidate t!hould 
be examined before he is permitted to undergo 
any training with military dogs. To insure the 
effectiveness of this procedure, each candidate 
should undergo a second interview after 1 week 
of training. At this time the candidate should 
be able to give a reasonably dear and intelligent 
account of the instruction he has recei ved, and 
his attitude toward military dog training shbuld 
be carefully evaluated. If the candidate is rated 
ulIs.~li"factory·upon completion of this interview, 
he should receive no further training and should 
II(! transferred to another organization. 

Section III. DOG SELECTION CRITERIA 

79. Gen_1 

The Labrador Retriever is the hreed best suited 
for military tracking requin.ments (fig 15). A 
willing worker that is generally insensitive to 
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gunfire and other explosive devices, it manifests 
excellent tracking ability. while its coat and 
physical structure facilitate ready adaptation 
to extreme variations in climate and terrain. 



Although the Labrr.dor Retriever i. not the only 
breed of dog capable of performing well lUI a 
combat tracker, it has been found that a more 
competent tracker dog can be produced from 
this breed than any ut~ '. ''''at is available. 

80. Temperament 

Tracker dogs must have Ii bdd, confident tem· 
perament that permits them to adjust to chang· 
ing situations. Sudden movements, or noise, to 
include gunfire. should not cause them to lose 
their composure. Although they must be suffi· 
ciently aggressive to perform the task required 
of them, they should be composed and controll· 
able when required to work in cloae proximity 
to people and other animals. They should be 
energetic but not excitable. willing but not faWD· 
ing, and inqUisitive with .. ut being distractable. 
The general impression should be oroe of energy. 
vigor, steadfastnes.;, and willingness to work for 
an intangible reward. 

81. Physique 
In order to withstand the rigors of extended 
field exercises tracker dogs must be healthy, 
sturdy, and agile. Lithe, wiry anim!,ls are pre· 
ferable since heavily-built dogs often do not have 
the sl.kmina or agility nec~ry to traverse rug· 
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Ired terra.n under adverse climatic conditions. 
Ability to perform is the primary criterion, how· 
ever. and heavy.boned, large dogs should not be 
eliminated for this reason alone. Generally speak· 
ing. any dog of good conformation according 
to the standards of the breed is acceptable as 
long as it can meet the established performance 
objectives for combat tracker dogs. 

82. Screening Procedures 

The term "screening" refers to the procedure 
used to classify dogs for the type of military 
service for which they seem best qualified. This 
classification is based on observation of the phy. 
sical and psychological traits manifested by the 
dogs from the time they are given the test on 
arrival at reception and training centers. Screen. 
ing continues throughout the basic training per· 
iod, and even after they have begun specialized 
training. It is imperative to continue observing 
the dojfS throughout the training program be­
cause potentialities of 80me dogs and inherent 
weaknesses of otherA may come to light unex· 
pectedly. The dogs are observed by a classifies­
tion board consisting of the commanding officer 
and selected instructors. On the basis of physical 
atld psycholugical traits manifested. the board 
.oay reject a dog at any time during training. 

Section IV. EQUIPMENT USED IN TIlAINING 

83. General 

The basic equipmetlt in the training program 
consists of the following. and is issued for each 
dog (FM 20-20) : 

a. A feeding and watering pan. 

b. A leather muzzle used when transporting 
a dug, VI nen the veterinarian is treating or 
operatio~ on a dog, or In an emergency. 

c. A 25·toot leash of cotton webbing used dur­
ing ob<!dience training and ",hen a certain dis­
tance between the dog and handler is desired. 

d. A 5·(oot leather leash used to control the 
dog during obeciience training. and while per· 
formln!! nom racking duties. 

e. A leather leash holder that the handler 
wears on his belt to hold his dog equipment. 

,. A steel ehain. choke-type collar used for 
obedience training and for controlling a dog 
when moving from one arell to another. 

g. A leather collar (11/4 inches wide, 27 
inches long) is used as required. especially to 
tie nonworking tracker dogs. 

l. A zinc·coated (72. or 106· inch long) kennel 
chain is used with the leather collar to tie dogs 
in the field. 

i. A comb. 

j. A groo.mog hrtl~h. 

k. A harness of cotton webbing, used only 
with tracker dogs when they work a training 
problem or perform an operational track. 

84. Praper Use 

The praper use of these items of equipment is 
of the utmost importance since it ia by these 
means, combined witt. voice and gestures. that 
the handler communicates his wishes to the dog 
and controls and corrects it. 
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15. Prope' and ComfOt1able Fit 

If required, all muzzles, hame3S, and leather 
collars should have additional holes punched in 
them ao the equipment can be properly and com­
fortably fitted to any size dog. 

86. Dally Checks and Maintenance 
All equipment should be checked daily for servo 
iceability and maintenance is performed as 
needed. Clean leather with saddle soap, and when 
partially dry apply neat'a·foot oil to keep it 
from drying out and cracking. 

Section V. PERSONNEL REOUIREMENTS 

87. General 
In order to train tracker dogs properly, an un· 
usually high instructor-student ratio is required. 
Except for obedience exercises. all practical ap­
plicatory training concerning tracking must be 
conducted On an individual basis. This is due 
primarily to the length and age of the tracks 
run during training, and the nature of the ter­
rain that the handler and instructor must tra­
verse. For this reason, sufficient qualified per­
sonnel must be available to permit the assign­
ment of one instructor and four tracklayers to 
each dog and handler undergoing training. To 
provide realism, insure troop safety, and achieve 
the requisite technical proficiency, this ratio 
should be followed as closely as possible. 

88. Dog Handler 
Each handler should meet the requirements dis­
cussed in section II of this chapter, and he is 
responsible for the daily care and grooming of 
his animal and th .. maintenance of its kennel 
area. Due to the requirement to establish and 
maintain a strong bond of affection between 
the dog and its handler, the concept of multiple 
handling is not acceptable with respect to 
tracker dogs. For this reason. each handler 
should be assigned only one dog. and he should 
retain that animal until they !\,raduate as a team 
or until one of them is eliminated from the 
training program. 

89. Instructors 

Responsibility for conducting tracker dog train­
ing should rest with qualified military dog train­
ers. If possible, all should have previous exper­
ience in training dogs to track. to include fam­
iliarity with the Labrador Retriever breed of 
dog. When a shortage of qualified trainers exists. 
experienced .tracker dog handlers may be assign­
ed duties as instructors. This is not desirable. 
however. as few handlers have the depth of 
experience necessary to cope with many of the 
training and motivational problems that inevit­
ably develop in training dogs to track. 

90, Tracklayers 

The availability of tracklayertl is a key factor 
in the successful training of a tracker dog team, 
Without skilled and highly motivated personnel 
to lay track for the team to follow. student 
performance objectives cannot be met. and suc­
cessful trackin!\, under combat conditions cannot 
be achieved. Tracklayers are professional quarry 
that lay scent trails for the dog to follow. Per­
sonnel selected for this duty must be expert at 
this task and capable of following instructions 
explicitly. In addition to being highly motivated. 
tracklayers must also be proficient in land navi­
gation. layi nil' tripwires and booby traps. and 
establishing and conductinr ambushes. 

Section VI. TRAINING AREAS 

91. General 

Terrain and climate are important considera. 
tions when selecting 8 site for conducting tracker 
~og training. Ideally, the terrain and dimatic 
condition. should approximate those in which 
the team will operate under actual combat con­
ditions. Since this is not always possible. each 
team should be permitted to acclimatize itself 
at its new duty station before it is assigned an 
operational tracking assignment. Humidity. the 

mean temperature of the area, the composition 
of the soil. and the nature of the vegetation all 
have a direct bearing on the dog's ability to 
track. 

92. Tenai" 
Extensive swamps or marshlands are not suit· 
able for tracker dog training. The same is true 
of sandy areas where there is little or no ground 
cover. While tracker dog teams should be exposed 



to the problems encountered when tracking in 
sach locations, extended periods of training in 
these areas is not desirable. This is especially 
true during the early stages of training. Terrain 
such 88 that found in tnr "C' ·"eastern part of 
the United States or Western Europe is par­
ticalarly well suited to tracker dog training. 
Rugged country with extensiv,!, traeta of tim­
berland, good ground co..-er, ample vegetation, 
some pastureland, and moderate rainfall is ideal 
Also. if tracking under subfreezing conditions 
is anticipated, tracker dog teams should be ex­
posed to some track following drills conducted 
in ice and snow. 

93. Acreage Requirements 

Extensive acreage is required if tracker dog 
teams are to receive diversified and comprehen­
sive training. Dur i 'lf1 the early stages of train­
ing, isolated areas are pr"#~rable since extrane­
ous odors from humans and domestic animals. 
must be minimized. As training progresses, how­
ever. areas should be selected in which those 
extraneous odors are habitually present as this 
conditions the dog to retain its scent picture 
while trackinll' under actual field conditions. 
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Training areas should also be rotated frequently 
to permit the terrain to return to ita natural 
state and allow old scent trails to dissipate. As 
a result, no single area should be overworked 
as both dogs and handlers will become too fam­
Iliar with it and attempt to use past experience, 
rather than ground scent, to follow up the track. 
Anticipation by the dog, and a tendency by 
the handler to track visually, must be mini. 
mi1.ed; therefore, new and challenging trackIng 
situations are essential. 

94. Climate 

Climatic conditions are an important factor in 
the success or failure of any tracking exercise. 
High winds or heavy rainfall will destroy ground 
scent quickly; so will intense heat. By the same 
token, arid climates are extremely difficult to 
"track in since a C()mbination of sparse ground 
cover, high temPeratures, and low humidity 
cause scent trails to evaporate quicklY. Because 
of this, tracker dog training should be conducted 
in a temperate climate with moderate to high 
humidity, where extreme variances in tempera­
ture and wind velocity will not have an adverse 
Impact upon training. 

Section VII_ TRACKING CONDITIONS 

95. General 

A multitude of factors affect a tracker dog 
team's ability to follow a track successfully. 
Many relate to the terrain and e1imate involved. 
Others are procedural in nature: such as the 
effectiveness of notification procedures; the 
speed with which the tracker dog team arrives 
at the scene; and the ability to establish a valid 
starting point. Other variables such as the 
length of the track, its age and the number of 
distractions present must also be taken into con· 
sideration. I n essence, tracking conditions are 
every bit as important as the technical pro­
ficiency of the dog and its handler. 

96. Favorable Conditions 

Rarely, if ever, will tracker dog teams have 
the opportunity to perform their duties under 
ideal circumstances. During training, especially 
during the initial stages, tracking conditions 
should be as favorable as possible so that the 
dog has every opportunity to complete the track 
successfully. This, in turn, permits the handler 
to study his dog's behavior and learn to read 

his animal accurately. After a certain amount 
of proficiency has been attained, ideal condi­
tions are not as essential, for both the dog and 
the man must learn to cope with real world 
situations "'ld adjust to the tracking environ. 
ment as complelely as possible. During advanced 
training, difficulties should be purposerj injected 
into tracking exercises, The handler should then 
be evaluated on his ability to overcome these 
difficulties and optimize the resources available 
"in order to complete the track. The following 
conditions will have a positive efl'ect on the dog's 
ability to track, and the extent to which they 
are present will largely determine the tracker 
team's effectiveness. 

4. Cool, cloudy weather-Iimita evaporation of 
scent. 

b. Good ground cover, thick vegetation, high 
undergrowth-restrict the dissemination of 
scent. 

c. Night or early morning-evaporation of 
scent is 1_ rapid. 

d.. Lack of surface wind-keeps the scent 
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close to the ground and permits the dog to 
track along the actual route followed by the 
quarry. 

e. Rapidly moving quarry-leaves more body 
scent. 

,. Unclean quarry-leaves a more distinctive 
scent trail. 

g. Definite start point-a visual sign or an 
item of clothing left by the quarry. 

h. Fresh spoor-the ability to commence 
tracking promptly following the departure of 
the quarry increases chances of success. 

97. Unfavorable Conditions 

a. The following factors will have an adverse 
effect upon the tracker dog team's ability to 
follow the quarry. Under certain circumstances, 
however, dogs will have to track under one or 
more of these unfavorable conditions. As a result, 
a tracker dog must be exposed to adverse track­
ing conditions during training. This teaches the 
handler to understand his dog's tracking behav­
ior under such circumstances and compensate 
for it. 

b. All dogs do not react in a uniform manner 
when required to track under adverse conditions. 
Therefore, some will be more effective than 
others when confronted with poor tracking con­
ditions. Regardless of this, however, significant 
loss in technique proficiency can be expected 
when ~racking conditions are less than satisfac­
tory, such as: 

(1) Hot sun_vaporation of scent is rapid. 

(2) Strong wind-disperses scent and 
causes the dog to track downwind. 

(3) Heavy rainfall-washes the scent away. 

(4) Dry ground surfllce-does not retain 
scent. 

(5) Manure and farmyards-masks the 
scent of the quarry or distrart. the dog from 
its primary task. 

(6) Populated areas-make scent discrimi­
nation extremely difficult. 

98. Tracking Through Water 

The requirement to track through water is one 
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of the most difficult tasks tracker dog team 
faces_ Water is the c1asaieal enemy of the tracker 
dog, for it either stifles seent or carries it away 
with the current. Limited success may be achiev­
ed if the water is shallow or still, especially if 
vegetation protrudes from it. Running water is 
an entirely different matter, however, as it quick­
ly dissipates any scent left by the quarry. If 
possible, the best technique is to identify the 
point where the quarry exited the water, and 
recast the dog from that point. Generally speak­
ing, when confronted with a water barrier, vis­
ual signs left by the quarry are of more assistance 
than the dog's ability to discriminate his scent. 

99. Tracking Through Ice and Snow 

Tracking in subfreezing temperatures can be ex­
tremely difficult for tracker dogs. The tempera­
ture is not, in itself, the major consideration; 
instead, it is the location of the track. If the 
track is laid on top of the ice, snow, or frost, 
tracking conditions will be excellent, since the 
humidity will cause the scent to cling to the track. 
If ice or snow is allowed to form over the track 
and the top cover remains frozen, tracking is al­
most impossible as there will be little or no 
scent for the dog to follow. In situations of this 
nature, however, the track will remain intact at 
the same age it was when the freeze occurred. 
If a tracker dog is placed upon the track as 
thawing begins, it stands an excellent chance of 
completing the track successfully. 

100. Tracking at Night 

From a scent discrimination viewpoint tracking 
conditions Rre excellent at night since scent will 
generally cling to the ground and surrounding 
vegetation in a highly concentrated state. Al­
though operational tracking at J!ight is not de­
sirable, it may be necessary under certain condi­
tions. Therefore, tracker dog teams mllst be ex­
posed to night tracking exercises. This is nfOC­
essary in order to acquaint the dogs with al­
tered conditions and teRch the handler to read 
his dog under ronditions of reduced visibility. 
Motivation and control are major difficulties, es­
pecially in rugged terrain where movement i. 
difficult, and frequent halts are required. Many 
dogs lose motivation under these conditions. This, 
coupled with the fact that ambush is much more 
likely, makes night tracking in combat impracti­
cal. 
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Section VIII. TlACK PICTURE 

1 01. Generol 
II. Dogs have a recognition capability that 

shapes their existence: the ability to dillCriminate 
various scents. Scent discr··: .' ion is the olfac­
tory process by which the dog identities a parti­
cular odor. This capability is extremely important, 
for it is through this process ~hat the dog ob­
tains food, senses danger, and finds a mate. For 
obvious reasons, this capability is extremely im­
portant to the dog, but man, too, hill! a vital 
interest in this unique phenomenon. 

b. According to scientitic studies, the dog's 
superior scenting ability is primarily attributa­
ble to three factors: 

(1) A better means of getting air to the 
senaitive membranes of the nose. 

(2) An olfactory area that is sensitive to a 
wider spectrum of scents th'" that of man. 

(3) A brain that is extremely well equipped 
to register, interpret, and remember the informa­
tion its nose brings it. 

c. Another important consideration is the fact 
that, to a dog, the world is a vast panorama 
of scent; much like a rainbow is to humans. Since 
a dog lives in a myriad of odors it must have an 
ability to tell one from another. This is true even 
though the animal may never perceive an odor 
in an isolated state. It is highly possible that an 
odor a man might consider as a single unit is, 
in fact, a conglomeration of scents each of which 
is clearly discernible to a dog. It is from this 
theory that the term "scent picture" is derived. 
Since thia term is applicable to many canine 
skills involving olfaction, the term "track pic­
ture" is more appropriate when referring to a 
dog's tracking ability. 

102. Trock Picture 

For aU practical purposes, the track picture is a 
combination of scents that permit the dog to 
identify and track the quarry. The track picture 
atems from ground seent derived from several 
BOU reet'!: 

4. Individual scent. 

b. Reinforcing scents. 

fl. Scent derived from disturbances in the ec0-

logy. 
From this it may be concluded that the dog does 
not Identify and trade the quarry based upon 

a single chemical substance unique to that in­
dividual. Instead, the dog relies upon a complex 
pattern of substances that contribute to the com­
plete track picture (fig 16). 

103. Individual Seent 

With respect to the track picture, individual 
scent left by the quarry is the mOlt important 
consideration. Generally speaking, individual 
scent consists of body secretions that originate in 
the feet and work their way out throup the 
shoes. Although eaeh region of the body has a 
distinctive scent, it is the feet that are most 
important in relation to the individual scent. 
This is probably due to the large number of 
sweat glands that are present in the human feet. 
Human sweat contains a significant amount of 
butyric acid which, in turn, is easily identi. 
tiable by a trained traeker dog. Add to this seent 
relating to sex and race and a track picture of 
the quarry begins to emerge, 

104. Reinforcing Scents 

These scents are exactly what the term implies; 
they strengthen or reinforce the elements of In­
dividual scent diseussed above. Elements rein· 
forcing 'scents include the type material used to 
construct the footwear worn by the quarry, 
whether or not shoe polish was used, and the 
fabric used in the socius. trousers. and other arti· 
cles of clothing. Other seents stem from occupa. 
tional considerations. If the quarry is a farmer, 
butcher. baker, or service station attendant, his 
body and dothing will exude distinct odors as­
sociated with that trade. These are all important 
elements of the total traek picture. 

105. Ecologicol Scents 

Earth lcent also plays an important role in the 
overall track picture. For the tracker dog, the 
most important factor is scent derived from dis­
turbances in the ecology luch aa enJshed insects, 
bruised vegetables. and broken ground, These 
factors are easily discernible. ad maJI1 experts 
feel that a trained dog could follow thill type 
seent track alone. even without the presence of 
individual and reinforcin, scents. Some of thil 
scent will obviously adhere to the quarry'l feet 
and assist the dOl[ in tracldnl[ him from one 
type of terrain to another. 
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TRACK PI CTURE 

INDIVIDUAL SCENT REINFORCED SCENT EARTH SCENT 

I 
I J I I I I I 

RACE SEX REGIOflAl FOOTIlEAA OCCUPA. tlOIHIWG SH{J{ 
SCEHT ICENT TlOOAL '1IlISH 

f--- .... ;~ SCEHT 
CRUSH· INSECT CRACKED 

BLACK !lALE EACH SHO£S 8A'ER WOOlEN BLAe< 18G SCENT BRUSHED 
loll liE OR PART Of BOOTS BUTCHER SIl': BRM 8RUSH· (RUSHED YEGEIA· ne. FEMALE TH( aODY ETL nc IIW[H ETC. ING WORKS TltIi 

HAS A 811EA<· ETC. 
DiffER· ING OF 
ENT GIIOUItD 
SClNT 

-

Section IX. LA liNG THE TRACK 

106. General 
11. A properly laid scent track for the dog to­

tollow is absolutelY essential for the conduct of 
effective training. This is especially important 
when turns in the track are introduced to the 
dog and when the animal is exposed to tripwires 
and ambuahes. Although tracks will vary in 
length, age, and complexity, each track is, in 
itself, extremely important and should never be 
treated lightly by tracklayers. 

b. Excellt during basic tracking exercises 
tracks should not follow an established pattern 
such as adhering to fence lines or known paths. 
Instead, each track should be laid in a manner 
that will preclude dogs from developing habita 
in relation to tracking. 

107. ScuH Mark. 

11. During early training a strong, easily dis· 
cernible scent trail is essential. This is accomp­
lished best by leaving scuff marks along the track. 
Seuff marks are indentations in the ground cover 
made when the tracklayer deliberately drags his 
feet. Normally. scuff marks are approximately 
18 inches long and 6 inches wide, and they serve 
two pUrpo!leS: first. scuff marks reinforce the 
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scent picture for the dog; second, they inform 
the handler of the exact location of the track 
and allow him to evaluate his dog's progress 
accordingly. 

II. The size of the scuff marks, and the fre· 
quencY with which they are left along the track, 
will be determined by the instructor. Their use 
should be discontinued as soon as possible in 
order to develop the tracking potential of the dog 
and increase the handler's confidence in his dog's 
ability. To expedite training, however, scuff 
marks should always be left by the tracklayer 
when he enters and leaves streams, as well as 
prior to and after crossing roads and trails. 

108. Scent Pad. 

Scent pads differ from scuff marks in that they 
are used only at the start of the track to identify 
the starting point and enable the dog to develop 
a scent picture of the quarry. Seent pads are 
generally a rectangular scuff mark in which the 
tracklayer stands for a few moments prior to 
laying the track. Items of clothing or equipment 
llelonging to the quarry may also be used as 
llcent pads. The decision.., to when to discontinue 
the use of scent pads will be made by the in-



atroctor based upon the proficiency demonstrated 
by each tracker dog team in identifying the 
track. 

109. Turns 

a. A tracker dog mus! .le to follow the 
natural wanderings of the quarry over varied 
and rugged terrain. As a result. the ability to 
negotiate turns in the track ;;; essential. Turns 
in the track should be introduced gradually, and 
initially each turn should be identified by a scuff 
mark (fig 17). Before runninr the track, the 
handler should be briefed on its configuration 
and informed about the general location of the 
turn and its direction. The angle of the turn 
should incr~ase gradually until the dog can nego. 
tiate at least a 90·degree tu rn in the track. 

b. As soon as possible the use of scuff marks 
and briefings should be discontinued, so that the 
team is a"lp to "eb~t; .. te multiple 90-degree turns 
without \ Isual assistance 7he location of turns 
in relatio" to the starting point ~hould be varied. 
Also, if possible, turn~ in the track should not 
always coincide with obstacles or directions that 
an individual would normally tllke. During early 
training, turns should not be laid into the wind, 
especially if the turn is made dose to the end of 
the track. This is necessary to keep the dog from 
wind.scenting the qUll.rry and following the scent 
cone rather than the track. After proficiency 
develops, however, turn~ should be made into 

the wind in order to test the dog'8 traeking 
ability. 

110. Croutroclcs 

A crosstrack is a scent track that cuts across the 
main track and is laid by an individual other 
than the tracklayer. This is done to test the dog's 
ability to remain on the correct track. As this is 
an advanced tracking requirement, it should not 
be introduced to the dog too early in the training 
cycle. Initially, all crosstracks should be laid at 
right angles to the main track, at a point where 
the track is running straig-ht. Failure to do this 
will confuse the dog and lead to complications 
later in training. It is also essential that the loca· 
tion of the croastrack be clearly marked for the 
handler so that he will not mistakenly praise 
his dog if the animal seleets the wrong scent 
track to follow. At the beginning of thia stage of 
training, the croastracks should not be laid less 
than 20 minutes before the real track ill to be 
run. This is a significant consideration because 
the time element makes a difference in the 
strength of the scent.~ between which the dog 
must discriminate. 

111. Wind Direction 

As with all aspects of dog training that in· 
volve nose work, wind direction is a critical con· 
sideration .. This is especially true during basic 
tracking drills when the primary goal is to get 
the dog to use ground scent rather than wind· 
borne scent to follow the quarry. For this reason 
all tracks should be laid downwind from the 
start point (fig 18). This causes the dog to place 
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its nose e1011e to the gTOund in order to find and 
follow the quarry's scent. A1thou~h the· animal 
must ultimately be able to track into the wind it 
should not be required to do 110 until the latter 
stages of training when the tr~cl<s are lon!!'er 
and the quarry is far ahead of the tracker doy. 

112. Track Length 

The length of each track '~"ould be determined hy 
th~ instructor before the track laying element 
moves out. During basic tracking only short. 
straight tracks are utili~ed. Later, during more 
advanced stages of training,· tracks will grow 
progressively longer and turns, tripwires, and 
ambushes will be employed ayainst the trAcker do!!, 
team. The length of the track IIlol1~ i~ not the 
primary criterion for assessin!!' a tracker doy's 
proficiency. It does, however, mellSure a do!!,', 
willingness to track the quarry. and this is almost 
as important as the doy's technical proficiency 
in discriminating scent. Track ,,·iIlingness. then. 

is an important consideration, and a good tracker 
dog will track the quarry 118 long 118 any lI~t 
remains. 

113. ARe of the Track 
Of all the betors that afl'ect a dog's ability to 
follow 1\ scent track. none is more significant. 
than the age of the track itself. Although the 
weather and terrain can be lI.dverse faetors, they 
can frequently be overcome if the track is fresh. 
Even with good weather and terrain, however, a 
dog cannot follow a scent track that hp.s aged 
too long. Normally, little success can be expected 
if a track is Over 12 hou'CS old st the time a 
tracker dog is placed on it. Generally spelIking. 
therefore. the fresher (hotter) the trltck the 
better. Obviously. then. the m05t challenging task 
1I tracker do\\, can face is t"';! requirement to run 
a long track on a "cold" trail, for this tests its 
w.iIIingness and scent discrimination ability to 
the utmost. 

SMtion X. BASIC TRACKING 

114. Team Perfor",once Objective 

By the end of the ba5ie tracking phase the t .. am 
must be Hole to track a stranl!'l!r for at least 
500 meters on a straight trail that is 30 minutes 
old. 

115. General 

0 .. Most doys ba"e the phYRicnl ability to di.­
~rimjnate scent well enough to trade F"w. how· 
pver. are willinl! to u'e this ability routinely. 
As a result. capabilit\· and Hlltitudl' are fOntirel), 
different matters. and a majo .. l!o,,1 in basic track. 
ing is to test the dog's aptitude for oerforming 
this arduous and demanding t"~1(. 

I>. A valid te5t of the dolt', aptituoe for track. -
ing cannot be conducted until a ,tronl! dog and 
handler relationship is develop"cl. This should 
hl\"e been accomplished by th ... timp the tMm 
complH('s its- ohedipnce phasE' of tr"iuing. If 
ll1eaninj!iul rapport Wa" not estabJishpil at that 
time. the basic compatihility of th .. tpam should 
he examined and correcti'·e adie>n initiated. 

c. Basic trackiny is the foundAtion upon which 
811 subsequent speciali,"eo training r., .. f,,: HerAUR!! 
of this. most dogs that 81"" ultimat .. ly .. Iiminated 
from the program ar~ "Iiminatpo ouring this 
I'hnsr of training. A~ " result, -tile !!,oAls to be 
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achip.vp.d dllrjn~ this stage of trai"ling may be 
sUmml>ri7p.rllls follows: 

(l) To strengt"en existing dog and handler 
relationships. 

(2) To condition the dog to asaoci"te track· 
ing command. with the t",.k required. 

(:3) To cond ilion the dog to associate the 
tracking harne ... with the requirement to find 
the quarry by ground acent rather than airborne 
scent. 

(4) To train the dog to identify JL specifi~ 

scent track and follow it to its terminus. 

(5) To trai"l the dog to discriminate the 
specific scent of the quarry from among extran .. -
ous Mors :lIon!!; the track. 

(6) To itmITove the doy's motivation to foJ· 
low lIcent tracks. 

(7) To teach the handler to read and inter. 
pret hi" dog's beh"vior while tracking. 

116, CommDnds U .. d While Tracking 

Five ba..ic com'nlmds are used in training s dog 
to track. Tw.o of thl!Sp. commands will have been 
IIsed pre,iotlsly dUring obedience training, but 
",ill nttain lIew significance when employed dur­
ing tracking drills. Easentially. these commands 



are ueed to put the dog on track. keep it there, 
and control its speed. 

4. S~ek, S~k. This cOmmand is given in a 
high, exCited tone of voice and is used only when 
a dog is attempting to ~:~c "Ii,h the track. Nor· 
mally ueed during initial ~m'6, :~ may also be 
used to reestablish the track once the animal 
has lost it, or when the dog becomes confused. 

b. Se~k On. This command is !riven wh~n the 
dog verifies the starting point and acknowledges 
th .. track. Utt .. red in a hiJth, excited voice, it 
may also be used to encourage the dog while 
tracking. 

c. No, Lea.ve It. Used when the dog attempts to 
leave the track for an obvious reason not associ­
ated with tracking. An example would be to find 
sharle, examine a strange ohject, or empty the 
bladder. This command is uttered in a harsh, 
disapproving voice ."d will always be followed 
bv SEEK. SEEK. or SF-~{ ON whichever is 
approl>riate. 

d. EMJi. !J'his command is used to regulate the 
dog's apeed on track, and keep it from losing the 
scent pictiJre. It is particularly useful when the 
dog is struggling through heavy cover and the 
handler cannot maintain the pace. The command 
should be given In a soothing tone of voice, and 
repeated as required in order to regulate the 
dog's pace. 

e. Stay. This command, given in an authoritative 
tone of voice, should cause the animal to cease 
all movement. It is extremely useful when moving 
through heavy cover or when a momentary halt 
is required and it is not desirable for the dog to 
wander off the track. 

117. Changeover 

a. Prior to the start of any tracking exercise 
the choke chain on the dog must be replaced by 
a tracking harness. The harness provldl!ll the dog 
with R'r~ater freedom of movement while casting 
for acent, facilitateS placing the nlllle on or near 
the lrfollnrl. and acts as It reinforcing atimulu.a 
in itl<elf. 

b. Changeover is accomplished by requiring 
the dog to sit in the general vicinity of the point 
wh~rp. the track begins. The handler then strad­
dles the dog and places the harness on the animal, 
making those adjustments necessary to illllure 
proper fit. I f the dog tries to break position dur­
ing the chlin Itl!Over. it shOUld he corrected im­
medi.t..lv and brouJtht under control before re-
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Buming the changeover. All BOOn as the harness 
is correctly adjusted, the 25-loot tracking leash 
should be snapped to the D·ring on the tracking 
harness. and the choke chain removed. Change­
over iK then complete (FM 20-20). 

118. Establi.hing the Track 
II. GenertJl.. Nothing is more critical than the 

requirement to establish the actual track laid 
by the quarry. During early training this will 
be done by the instructor who will indieate the 
location of the scent pad to the dog handler. 
As training progresses. however, the dog handler 
will have to find the starting point for himself. 
This can be accomplished visually by the handler. 
or by the use of the dog'a olfactory RnlleS. In 
isolated areas this ean be accomplished with 
ease; when working in habitated areas the prob­
lem becomes more complex. Despite the problems 
involved. however. the correct scent must be 
identified before meaningful tracking ean ·begin. 

b. TIuJ Point Method. This technique is used 
when the exact location of the track is known. 
Information of this type is generally pined by 
visual examination of the ares. Footprints. visible 
breaks in the underbrush, scuff marks, or items 
of equipment may be available by which the hand­
Ier may identify the scent of the quarry. Having 
identified the start of the track, the dog I. brought 
to that point and changed over. If the starting 
point is identified from a seuff mark or item of· 
equipment, the dog is allowed to smell the scent 
pad and the handler commands SEEK, SEEK. 
until the dog acknowledgl!ll the track. At that 
time SEEK ON is riven and the animal is allowed 
to move down the track after the quarry. 

c. TIuJ Cut Method. This procedure is used 
when the exaet location of the track is unknown. 
It may also be employed to reestablish the track 
If the dog IOIII!II it while trailing the quarry. 
Casting diffe1'1l from the point method in that the 
dog uses its olfactory sense to find the track. 
because the handler has been unable to do 80 

from visual signs left by the quarry. Since the 
requirement to cast for scent is extremely de­
manding. the handler should have som!! idea 
where the track begins. otherwise the doR' will 
tire quickly and lose interest. In order to ea~t 
the dog, the animal must be alreadY changed 
Over into the tracking harneas. CastinR'. in a pre­
arranged pa ttem may then begin. Thill pattern 
is commonly known as the boor CfUt. The doR' must 
complete the entire box before the traet ean be 
dellnltely established by the handler. Casting he-
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giu. .tIenthe handler commands SEEK. SEEK. 
and ~. moving his dog in a prearranged pat­
tern. Best eontrol is achieved if the handler will 
use only 5 or 6 feet of his tracking leash while 
easting (lig 19), He should begin by moving 
near a location where he suspects the track to 
be. He should then kPep the dog between him 
and the suspected direction of travel. The dog 
should always be cast downwind along the direc­
tion of movement for about H. meters before 
IIny change in direction is made. [f the dog fails 
to 10000te the track on the initial cast. the handler 
should then increase the size of the box by 15 
meters (lig 20). Once the dog has located the 
track and the handler is certain that it is the 
correct one. the command SEEK ON is given, 

119. Acknowledging the Track 

a. VI'hile casting his dog, the handler must have 
II. thorough understanding of how his dog reacts 
upon discovering a track. This is especially im­
portant since most tracker dogs will respond to 
any human scent track they encounter while 
CIIs~ing. When the point method is used this 
consideration Is not as critical. since the dog will 
be placed on the correct scent track by it. hand­
Ier. When easting is employed. however. serious 

problems can develop. for once the dog identifies 
a human scent track it will follow that track if 
it receives even slight encouragement from its 
handler. This is why the casting must be complet· 
ed before active tracking commences. Therefore. 
if more than one scent track is identified. the 
handler must decide which track to follow with 
the dog. Although each dog will acknowledge the 
presence of a track in a Blightly different man­
ner. one or more of the following behaviorial 
patterns _lIy indicates the presence of a 
human sceltt track: 

( 1) Moving off at an angle and returning 
across the line of sight before moving forward. 

(2) Momentarily dropping its head to con­
firm the track and then moving forward at a 
quick pace. 

(3) Moving off at a slight angle and ulti. 
mately paralleling the known traek laid by the 
quarry. 

b. Tracking downwind of the actual srent 
track usually occurs when there is a strong cross­
wind. As a result. the distance between the ac­
tual track and the position of the dog will depend 
solely upon the velocity of the wind. A handler 
should not be alarmed if his dog tracks 5 to 10 

p.,.... u. c...,.... 
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metel'll downwind of the actual track under such 
conditions. During early training, however, in­
structol'll should monitor wind veloeity carefully 
to be certain the dog is actually tracking the 
quarry, rather than following another acent track. 

120. Tracking Spe4HI 
a. When tracking human quarry, aeeuracy is 

far more important than speed. This is espec:iaUy 
significant beause of a human'lI ability to ini. 
tiate well-planned evasive action. Also, over ex­
ceptionally long tracks in rugged terraiu the 
handler cannot keep up with a dog that traclDl 
at a run. 

b. Dogs that track too fast teud to millll tuma 
in the track, and frequently fail to alert ou trip­
wires and ambushes. All a result, time loat In 
reeasting the dog negatea auy advantage gaiued 
by a rapid tracking pace. 

c. By the end of the basic trackin. phase of 
training eaeb dog should have developed a steady 
tracking pace that It will follow throughont the 
remainder of training. Ideally, this pace should 
be no faster than a brisk walk. Some dogs, how­
ever, will track eveu more slowly, and this should 
not be discouraged. 

tL Durin. early traddn. elt~ the dotr 
should be encouraged to foDow the track as en­
thUSiastically as poaaible. Generally this will re-
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suit in a rapid gait, and this should be pennitted 
until the animal develops ita "track willingness" 
to the point that it will track strangel'll reliably 
on short, hot tracks. At that time determined 
efforts should be made to slow the tracking pace 
as mueb as possible without causing the animal 
to lose Interest in the tracking requirement. 

e. Tracking apeed may be regulated by repeat­
ed use of the command EASY and by exerting 
gentle but llteady tension on the tracking leash. 
In IIOme eaSes it may be necessary to utilize the 
ehoke chain in conjunction with the tracking 
harneaa In order to slow the dol's speed on the 
track. 

121. Training Procedu .... 
G. Gt1tef'IIl. Before basic tracking exercises are 

begun, it is essential that a strong dog and hand­
Ier r1!lationship exista. This insures that the dog 
will actively search for ita handler when the two 
are separated. Several methods may be employed 
to teaeh the dog to follow a acent track left by 
ita handler and they are discussed in order of 
their merit. Once one of these techniques has 
proven aucceaaful, there is no need to employ 
another method. It must be remembered that the 
initial II:OaI Is to traiu the dog to track ita hand­
Ier, and the nquirement to track strangel'll should 
not be iutrodueed until the dog tracks ita handler 
reliably, with enthusiasm. 
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b. SlIek-Find Technique. Most dogs respond 
quite readily to this method and it should be em­
ployed initially with all dogs. When using this 
technique the handler should move his dog to tile 
uact point where the track is to begin. If possible 
this should be in an open area with ankle high 
ll'1'aaB that ia free of dense vegetation, 

(1) The handler should relinquish control 
'Of his dog to an instructor and move in a straight 
line 40 or 50 meters dawnwind of the dog. Whi .... 
moving he ahould call the dog and encou rail'!! the 
dog to emne to him. At the end of the track the 
handler should tum and face the dog without any 
attempt at concealment, 

(2) While waiting, the instructor should ex­
cite the dog by saying, "Where i, he, !>oy (gir!)", 
and "Watch him, boy (girl) ," After waiting for 
approximatl'ly 2 minutes the instructor should 
effect changl'Over (para 117) and encourage the 
dog to move down the track to the handler. Ini­
tially the 5-foot leash should he used for better 
control, as training progresses, however, the 25-
foot tracking leash shoulo he introduced to per­
mit more frHdom of movement. 

(S) Often it will bl' necellsary to pla!:'e the 
dog in the down position at the scent pad in 

. . 
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order to get ita nose closer to the ground and to 
help develop the track picture for the animal 
i fig 21). Also, from the very first track, all track­
ing commands should be utilized. 

(4) When the dog arrives at the handler's 
location, he should praise the dog enthusilllltic­
ally. Upon completion of the track, but IUbse· 

quent to praising. the dog should be changed 
back into the choke chain. This is important be­
cause it informs the dog that the tracking 1 e­
quirement i8 over. 

(5) As training proll'1'esses, the handler 
Mould continue- to Jay short, hot tracks, but he 
should conceal himself at the end of the track. 
This will increase the dog's anxiety. test its trail 
willingness. and encourage the animal to rely 
upon ground scent alone to find ita handler. 

r, Seek·Cha.'f Terhnique. This method is I!I!­

aentially the same as the procedure discussed 
ahove except that the dog is allowed to pursue 
its handler at the completion of the track. This 
should not he confused with agitation, for it is 
not, Instead. it is merely a playful reward for the 
ariimal thl,t is used to stimulate its motivation 
to trat'k. If the dOl!" will not follow the track com· 
pletely to ita handler, the handler may initiate 
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the chue by running from the dog and hiding 
in dense ~er. After the dog overtakes its han­
dler, it should receive lavish praise and be 
chaD,ed back into its choke chain. 

d. Seek-Feed Tuluuqu" "".:, method is used 
only as a last resort after the hrs, ~wo techniques 
have failed. As the track is laid the handler drops. 
small quantities of food alon". the track at in­
tervals of 3 to !J meters. Till~ causes the dog to 
pillft its nose near the ground. provides a moti­
vational inducement. and reinforces the track 
picture. When the dog reaches its handler it 
should receive additional food and a great deal 
of praise. As with the other techniques. the dog 
should be changed back into its choke collar im­
mediately. Food inducement should be removed 
gradually so the animal will ultimately track for 
praise alone. If this cannot he accomplished. the 
dog should he eliminated from the training pro­
gram. While this . :hniqlle will work on some 
dogs, experience indicate ... jlat animals requiring 
this form of inducement rarely develop into truly 
competent trackers. 

122. Tracking Strangers 

a. A major goal that must he achieved during 
basic tracking is that of motivating the dog to 
track strangers. This requi;ement should he in­
troduced after the dog has developed proficiency 
in tracking his handler for 200 meters on a 
straight track that is 30 minutes old. Many dogs 
wjll totally reject the requirement to track 
strangers; therefore, this stage of training is 
critical. 

b. Initially. all tracks in"olving strangers 
should be laid by more than one tracklayer. This 
increases the strength of the scent trail and fa­
cilitates maintenance of the scent picture hy the 
dog. Until the dog develops thE' requisite profi­
ciency and motivation. all scent trai!~ should hE' 
short and hot, with scuff marks every I!; meters 
along the track. In addition to reinforcing the 
scent picture. scuff marks assist the instrurtoT 
in determining whether or not the animal is on 
the correct track. 

c. As the dog hecomes more competent. the 
length and age of the track may be IncreasO!d 
graduaUy. Throughout this stage of training It 
is essential that the dog be allowed to identify 
the quarry. Therefore. the tracklayers. as well as 
the handler. should praise the dog at the end of 
each track. 

d. Under no circumstances should tracklayers 
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be allowed to startle the dog or make it appre­
hensive. Instead, each track should be a highly 
pleasing experience tor the animal. This practice 
reinforces the dog's interest in tracking and 
makes the transition to longer, more difficult 
tracks much easier. 

123. Increallng Age and Distance 
As with other facets of dog training. if is essen­
tial that the animal achieve success as frequently 
as possible. This is particularly important with 
tracker training. Given favorable terrain and 
weather the two most important considerations 
are the length of the track and its age. There­
fore, the two should never be increased simul­
taneously. }>'or example. if the dog has demou­
strated competence in 100-meter tracks that ar~ 
1:\ minutes old. the next track may he made more 
difficult by either making it 150 meters long or 
20 minutes 011'1. but not both. 

124. The Over.Train Theory 
In order to stimulate motivation. and develop 
optimum technical proficiency, minimum teaM 
performance objective~ should be exceeded 
throughout the training program. For this I""a­
son training exercises should be conducted on 
tracks that are at least 10 percent longer than 
required. Known as the over-train theory. this 
practice increases the dog's interest in tracking 
by making it more challenging. The length and 
age of the track should be varied on a daily basis 
and all tracks should not necessarily be pro­
gressively longer and more difficult. Short. hot 
track. shollid be integrated with long, difficult 
ones in order to develop flexibility in the animal 
to the greatest extent po811ible. This keeps track­
ing exercises exciting and challepging for the 
dog-an attitude that must be maintained if con­
sistent performance is to be achieved. 

125. Reading the Dog on Trade 

Total uniformity of hehavior while tracking can­
not be expected since '!~rh dog hu its own indi­
vidual temperament. Therefore. each handllr 
must be ablE' to I'ead his animal's behavior quickly 
and accurately. He must know at a1' tiTes 
whether or not his dog is tracking and be abl. t" 
take corrective action if required. The position 
of the head. the manner in which the tail is car­
ried, and a number of other factol'll unique to 
each animal become extremely important with 
respect to tracking behavior. With practice and 
intl'lIigent ohservation. the handler ean learn to 
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read his dog's behavior proficiently. This knowl· 
edge will·be invaluable when, in a later stage of 
training, the dog is required to follow a strange 
scent track on a track that is unfamiliar to the 
handler. Failure in pmetical tracking stemBmore 

fnquently from handler error than it dOl8 from 
the dog'a Inability to follow a specifie'lcent track. 
This abortcoming can be minimized If each han· 
dler thoroughly understands his dog's tracking 
behs vior and interprets it correctly, 

Sedlon XI. INTERMEDIATE TlACKING 

126. Team Performance Objective 

To complete the intermediate tracking phase of 
training, tracker dogs must be· capable· of follow­
ing a &whour old track for 1,506 meters ovar 
rugged and varied terrain. In conj unction with 
such tracks,. they must also successfully negoti­
ate at least one 90·degree turn, detect one booby· 
trap device, jlnd provide early warning of an 
ambush. 

127. General 

a. Basic tracking exercises laid the foundation 
for more realistic and demanding training prob­
lell1S. The ba.~ic techniques discuaaed in preceding 
portions of this manual still apply in advanced 
exercises and will not be repeated in this section 
or in subsequent sections pertaining to advanced 
tracking exercises. 

b. Before entering this phase of training the 
dog must be proficient in folloWing scent track 
laid by strangers and demonstrate a high degree 
of track willingness. The handler, on the other 
hand, must be able to handle his dog properly 
while tracking and read its tracking behavior 
accurately. 

c. During intermediate tracking both the dog 
and handler are required to perform under st_ • 
and their proficiency is assessed continually. To 
accomplish this. instructors function primarily. l1li 

lane graders whose main job is to evaluate stud­
ent performance and insure troop safety. De- -
tailed guidance is provided students only when 
new training requirements are introduced. In es· 
sence, then, the handler must establish the track. 
control his animal's speed, and interpret its be­
havior without usistance from an instructor. 

d. In order to provide realism and prepare 
studenta for operational tracking in eombat, a\l 
dog handlers will wear full fteld equipment and 
carry individual weapens, Tracklayers will re­
quit<· maps. campalllles, smoke' gM!II'ades. blank 
ammunition, individual weapons. and boobytrap 
$imulators. 

l28. T"I'M in the Trod! 
L ContinuoWl training on scent track that run 

in a straight line, or track that always follow 
the path of lellllt reai.iltanee. fail to develop the 
full potential of the dog. This practice certainly 
will not prepare a tracker dog team for aetual 
field service. For this reason turns in the track 
must be introduced into training exerelaes l1li 

800n as the dog is proficient in tracking strangers 
and th, handler has become skilled in reading 
his animal's behavior. 

b. The ftrst few tracks Involving turns should 
run straight for about 50 meters before a gradual 
bend to the right or left is made. After the bend 
is laId the tracklayer should continue on a 
straight course for a abort distance before ter. 
minating the track (fig 22). As with all other 
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variations In training, turns should be Intro­
duced gradually. While turns should be made pro­
gressively more acute until they take a circular 
shape, instruclors must insure that the dog has 
mastered one type of tum before another is at­
tempted. In order to veri.; . .'tical proficiency. 
five types of turns should be employed at random 
once buic competence is developed (fig 23). 

e. General guidance rel::.iing to turns was dis­
cussed in paragraph 109, and should be followed 
when laying tracks. Handler requirements are 
more demanding, however. and must be dis­
cussed in more detail. 

d. The speed at which a dog tracks is a major 
faclor and determines, to a large extent, the ease 
with which the animal will be trained to negoti­
ate turns in the scent track. Dogs that track at a 
rapid pace tend to overrun turns in the scent 
track and requi"D frequent recasting. Slower 
moving animals, on the ~" :! hand. adapt readily 
to turns in the track and have to be recast much 
less frequently. Because of this fact, it is highly 
desirable that all dogs be steadied to a reasonable 
pace before turns in the track are introduced. 

~. At first the handler must know where the 
turn in the track is located. This enables him to 
observe his dog's behavior and assist it in nego­
tiating the turn, if necessary. The handler should 

DOG lEG TURN REVERSE lURN 

not cue his dog by anticipating the turn and 
regulate his animal's tracking speed accordingly. 
Instead, he should permit his dog to follow its 
normal tracking pace until it reaches or, as often 
happens, overruns the scuff mark denoting the 
turn. If the dog negotiates the tum. the animal 
ahould be praiaed and the command SEEK ON 
repeated. 

f. When the dog fails to recognize a tum in 
the track, the handler should slow the tracking 
pace and observe his animal closely. If the dog 
becomes confused and starts to search for scent 
of the quarry, the handler should take no correc· 
tive adion immediately. It is extremely likely that 
the dog will cast itself and reaclmowledge the 
corred trail. When this occurs the dog should be 
praised and told to SEEK ON. 

g. On the other hand. if the dog fails to re­
!liscover the track within a reasonable length of 
time, the handler 6hould take the initiative and 
recast his dog. In this case, however. recasting is 
designed more to enable the dog to negotiate the 
turn than it is to find the quarry's scent track. 
This is obvious since the handler knows where 
the track is and has already identified the loca­
tion and direction of the turn. As a result, he 
should cast in a manner that moves the dog back 
up wind and aerO&!! a straight leg in the track 
(fig 24). Once the animal is back on the track 
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the dog handler should decrease tracking speed 
u the animal approaches the lICUft' mark denoting 
the tum. When the dog places its nose in the 
IIcuff and ehanges its direction of movement ac­
cordingly, it should be praised lavishly and com­
manded to SEEK ON. 

II. In c:aaes where both of the above mentioned 
techniques fail, more positive guidanfe by the 
handler will be required. Under these circum­
stances the handler should follow close behind 
the dog. It may even be neceasary to return to 
the 5-foot leash during this stage of training. As 
the dog overruns the turn the bandler should im­
mediately command NO, SEEK, SEEK. and phys­
ically show the acuff mark to the dog and 888ist 
it in negotiating the turn. Having accomplished 

thill, the dog should reeeive praise and be told to 
SEEK ON. 

i. A handler must be able to tell when his dog 
is confused, distracted, or not tracking; turns in 
the track are excellent means for accomplishing 
this. Since the handler will know initially where 
turns are located, it will provide him with ample 
opportunity to observe his animal's behavior 
when it loses the track. The ability to recognize 
this behavior is essential when the tracker dog 
and handler must negotiate turns in the traek 
that are not discernible by visual means. For this 
reason, handlers should overcome the tendency 
to guide thei r dogs around turns. Instead, they 
should study their dog's behavior when it misses 
a tum, and catalog this information for future 
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Wle. Then, when assiatance is clearly n!qui red, 
they should initiate remedial action by recasting 
the dog in a manner that will inaure successful 
completion of the turn. 

129. erolstrackl 

a. Tracker dogs must be able to follow a ape­
cHic Acent track to the excJu<;;;n of all others. 
This is a particularly difiicult requirement, es­
pecially when tracking through populated areas 
or locations where numerous game track wHl 
tend to distract the- dog. The use of cross tracks 
provides a means by Which a dog's dedication te. 
a specific scent track may be tested. By the same 
token, crosstracks are an excellent means of 
training dogs to ignore extranrous odors that in­
terdict the main track. Before encountering 
crosstracks, however, the dog must be capable of 
following scent tracks that are 40 to 50 minutes 
old. 

b. In their purest form, crosstracks are scent 
tracks laid by someone other than the quarry 
that cross the main track. In actual practice, how­
ever, game tracks and farmyards may be used 
for the same purpose. In fact, they should be 
employed periodically to insure that the dog will 
not leave human scent and follow wild game or 
domestic animals. 

c. As with turns. crosstracks must be intrG­
duced gradually. with the crosstrack clearly 
marked and the handler briefed as to its approx­
imate location. Later in the training cycle, how­
ever, dogs should be able to follow the primary 
scent track and ignore all crosstracks encoun· 
tered along the way, without the handler having 
any knowledge concerning the location of the 
crosstracks. 

d. Initially, all crosstracks should be laid in 
the manner discussed in paraltraph 110. Later on, 
however. crosstracks may be laid at· any point 
along the track. to include on turns .. The time 
element involved may also vary from 5 minutes 
prior to the d0lt:s arrival. to laying the primary 
track ov~r old scent tracks that run across the 
main track. 

e. When approaching the crosstrack the han­
dIer must be careful not to alter his behavior in 
any way. He should' merely ohserve his dog's re­
actions as it encounters the divergent scent 
track. Some dogs will totally ignore the cross­
track. while others will explore it for a few feet 
then ignore it and return to the main track. A 
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few dogs, on the other hand, will follow the 
croSlltrack enthusiastically. Beeause varied be­
havior patterns can be expected the handler must 
note his dog's reactions carefully. 

f. Hopefully the dog will disregard the first 
crosstrack it encounters and will continue to do 
110 throughout training. If the dog investigates 
the crosstrack. however, the handler should not 
become unduly alarmed since the dog may be 
discriminating between the two scents. In this 
case the hsndler should halt, say nothing to his 
dog and merely observe its actions. If the dog de­
cides to ignore the crosstrack and returns to the 
main scent. it should be praised and told to SEEK 
ON. 

(I. When the dog follows the crosstrack it must 
be corrected in a firm but gentle manner. Harsh 
corrections must be avoided. as the dog is still 
trying to please the handler despite its error. A 
gentle NO! Leave It! accompanied by firm but 
steady pressure on the leash should discourage 
the animal. The handler should then guide his 
dog away from the erosstrack and recast it with 
the command SEEK. SEEK. When the dog re­
sumes tracking the main scent track it 'should 
reeeive praise and the order to SEEK ON. 

h. The need for firm but gentle guidance reo 
emphasizes the importance of knowing where the 
crosstrack is located. If. through ignorance, the 
handler encourages his dog to follow the cross· 
track irreparable damage could result. Therefore, 
the employment of crosstracks must be carefully 
controlled and adjusted as training progresses 
according to the needs of each dog. After the dog 
can consistently follow a mile.long scent track, 
and totally ignore the presence of three cros.­
tracks, it may be considered proficient in this 
aspect of training. 

130. Ambushes 

a. By virtue of his position within the combat 
tracker team. the dog handler is extremely vul­
nerable to hostile fire while tracking. Because of 
this. it is essential for the dog to become profi. 
cient in detecting ambushes. While this is an 
additional rather than.8 primary skill it is one 
that is extremely valuable under field conditions. 
This requirement is introduced to the student 
team during intermediate tracking. 

b. Obviously. gun5hy dogs will not perform 
well during this stage of training. While some 
will d"velop proficiency in deteeUng ambushes, 
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few willmaint&in their Willingness to track 
when npeatedly confronted with contact drills 
incidental to ambushes. 

c. Initially. ambushes should be established at 
the end of each ·track. This can be accomplished 
by one tracklayer, although two or more person­
nel in the ambush party is more desirable. Reo 
I\'3rdless of the number of personnel involved. 
however. the site selected should be nalistic and 
well concealed. As the dog and handler approach, 
the ambush party must give it every opportunity 
to alert. If the dog fails to alter its behavior in 
any perceptible manner. the Quarry should lin a 
b'll'llt nf 10 to 15 rounds of blank ammunition 
and detonate a boohytrap simulator or smoke 
!n'enade. At this time the tracker dog and han­
dler should assume the prone position and the 
handler should return fire. Extreme care must be 
taken to insure that the dog is not injured or 
unnecessarily frightened during ambush drills. 

d, The surprise associated with ambusb drills 
conditions the dog to the fact that excessive con­
centrations of human scent often lead to un­
pleasant repercussions. Although scent is an im­
portant consideration, cues perceived by sight or 
sound should also be included into training exer­
cises, 

SfA"1 'OINt 
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I!. During early training the dog must be given 
every opportunity to alert on the presence of the 
quarry. Tracklayers can assist in this by laying 
their ambush upwind from the dog a short dis­
tance from a turn in the track (fig 25). If neces­
sary, they may also make subtle noises that will 
cause the dog to alert, Ultimately, however, the 
dog must be capahle of alerting from scent alone. 

/. Until proficiency develops, both the dog han­
dier and the instructor must know the approxi­
ma~e location of the ambush. This alloW!! them 
to study the animal's behavior to determine 
whether or not the dog is alerting on the presence 
of the Quarry. Initially, any behavior change, no 
matter how slight, should be acknowledged by 
lavish praise from the handler. The normal am­
bush drill .hould follow immediately. After sev­
el'lll repetitions the dog will develop a clearly dis­
cernible method of alerting on the Quarry. Most 
dogs will stop trllcking and raise their nose in 
Quest of airborne .cent; others will refu.e to ad­
vance, while some will return to their handler, 
Any type of alel't is acceptnble so long as it is con­
sistent and the handler can read it. 

D, After alerting behavior has been developed 
the dog must be taught to assume the down posi­
tion immediately when the auarry opens lire. 
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Tb.Ia alloW!! the handler to return fire promptly 
without having to worry about hil dog'l Ioeatiod 
or the extent to which It is exposed to hostile 
fire. Generally, this Is wily accomplilhed by 
commanding DOWN as ="'),. AI' the flnt rOl1nd 
is fired by the quarry. Tl.u. '" 1I,,,lua il rein­
foreed by the fact that the handler allO aasumes 
the prone position and opens fire with his weap.. 
on. 

A. mtlmately these reactions must become au­
tomatic lor both the dog and the handler. Be­
cause of thil, briefings concerning the location of 
the ambush lite should be discontinued as loon 
as poaaible. Also, the location of the ambush lite 
in relation to the track should vary from day to 
day. This will prevent anticipation by either the 
dog or the handler and permit objective evalua­
tion of the dog's alerting ability. 

131, Tripwires ana 1ooi1ytraps 

41. The speed with which tracker dogs move 
makl!S tt,em extremely vulnerable to tripwires 
left along tite track by the quarry. AI a result, 
extensive tripwire detection training is essential 
In order t.o prepare the tracker dog and handler 
for field service. As with ambush detection, the 
ability to alert its handler to the presence of trip.. 
wires is not a primRry criterion for ITaduation. 
The primary criterion is, and should remain, the 
dog's abOity to follow human scent tracks. AI an 
additional skill, however, the ability to detect 
tripwires Is extremely valuable and most doll'8 
can be expected to develop considerable pro­
ficiency in this area. 

b. At fint, pyrotechnics should not be used in 
conjunction with tripwire detection training. 
Commonly referred to as deadwires, tripwires 
are used to impede the dot's proITeaa along the 
track without exposing it to the trauma of an 
explosion. Communication wire is an excellent 
device for this purpose. 

c. During early stages of train ina, the dog 
handler must know the exact location of each 
tripwire. This is essenti:!.1 if the dog handler il 
to prevent hts dog from developing bad habits 
IUch lUI running into, .tumbling over, or playing 
with tripwires. Since this type of training is ex­
tremely tedious, the dog nml\t he afforded every 
opportunity to locate the tripwire without malt­
ina pb:raical contRd with it. Because of this the 
penon who laYI the tripwire should handle the 
entlre ltongth of the wire before seeuring it in 
place. This leaves the maximum amount of acent 
pouibte for the dog to deteet. E).perienee indl-

cates that trained dogs alert on tripwires for one 
or more of the following reaaons: 

(1) An Increased concentration of human 
~ent contalned·on the tripwire. the explosive de­
vice, or the terrain near the boobytrap. 

(2) A visusl observation of the tripwire 
and/or the explosive device. 

(3) A high-pitched vibration caused when 
the wire is blown by the wind or Burrounding 
vegetation brushes against the tripwire. 

d. During the introductory stage of this train­
ing. short, hot tracks should be utilized. AI pro­
ficiency develops, however, more realistic tracka 
will be required. When exposed to tripwires the 
dog should be In its tracking harneaa. and each 
exercise should involve tracking to some detrree. 

e. Having been briefed on the exact Ioeation 
of the tripwire, the handler at.ould allow his dog 
to track until it makes physical contact with the 
wire. At that instant the dog should be corrected 
by a firm NO accompanied by a atrong rearward 
jerk on the harness. The dog should then be 
placed in a sitting position directly In front of 
the trIpwire while the instructor snaps the wire 
on the dog's nose and the handler gives the com­
mand NO and jerb to the rear on the barneaa. 
Although correetions should be lltern, the wire 
must not be snapped apinat the dog's nOlle in 
such a manner lUI to cause Injury or extreme 
discomfort. Having completed the correction, the. 
handler should move his dog upwind around .the 
tripwire. This exercise should be repeated nntll 
the dog refu81!8 to advance beyond the tripwire 
after detecl:ing It. 

/. After the doll' has developed profleieney in 
detecting deadwires. pyroteehniea should be in­
troduced into tracking exercises. When erron 0c­

cur, the resulting explosion will reinforea the 
dog's avenion to tripwires. This aIIO adds real­
illlll to the training exercise. and vividly por­
trayi to both the dog and handler the seriouaneaa 
of their mistake. 

(J. Overexposure to pyroteclmiea can lead to 
seriOUI training problema. This is especially troe 
since dogs that detonate an exceaaive number of 
explosive deviceS are not proficient In deteeting 
tripwires and need remedial training. Protracted 
exposure to pyrotechnic devices will CllUIe man:y 
dogs t to become track-ahy anI! either retUle to 
traek" or become preoccupied with ftDdina" trip.. 
wires. This un aIIO occur from npeated ambush 
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ddHs !i1J+wiIiGh< _ w3ift allltNllill<cuf< "bluk< a1ll­
mmritiOll'1lJIdoup1011itn!c devi __ <utilized. 

11.. An acceptable c.mtrol factor is to employ 
no more 1Imn1llR! boob:I b ap . aimulatxlr 'On'"1I0 to 
60 percent of the traekA run during intermediate 
and advanced tracking. <On the remainder of <the 
tracka. howe'l(eI'. deadwires<Bhould be used to test 

the does proftcieney •. ControiB ahould <also be Im­
J)OII4Id during ambush drills. Each time eontact is 
made. the tracklayer should ~ltpend no more than 
two JnII«'Uines of blank ammunition <and one 
pyrotechnic device. When raturning fire the dog 
handler should fire no more than 20 rounds of 
blank ammunition and no expenditure of pyro­
techniea i8 necessary. 

Seeli"" ·XII. ADVANCED 'TlACllCING 

1'32. Teom ,.,fo'iiN'"* OI:illdive 
To complete the advanced tracking phase of 
training. tracker dog tesms must be able to fol­
low a &et!nt track left by a single quarry over 
varied and rugged terrain for a distance of at 
least 5,000 meters. The track must he at least 12 
hours old at the time tracking eommences. and 
the team must negotiate two right angle turns. 
discriminate the main track from two cross· 
tracks. and alert on a minimum of one ambush 
and one tripwire. 

133. Ge.,eral 

4. This stage of training is extremely demand· 
ing upon both the dog and the handler. All exer­
cises are conducted under field conditions in an 
environment that closely approximates combat 
conditions. Also. instructor participation is min­
imal. with their primary concern being to evalu· 
ate student performance and insure troop safety. 

b. The main burden of establishing and fol­
lowing the track rests with the tracker dog 
team. Verification of the starting point. initial 
casting. controlling tracking speed, recasting, and 
identifying and verifying alerts are all responsi­
bilities of the handler. The animal, too. will re­
ceive daily evaluation by instructor personnel. 
Track willingneas, technical proficiency in scent 
discrimination, the strength of alerts on trip.... 
wires and ambushes, distractability. and its gen­
eral physical condition are all <matters of con­
cern to lane graders. 

c. Advanced tracking exercill!!S encompass all 
of the basic prOCedures discussed previously in 
Ihis chapter except that theY'llre performed under 
as realistic conditions as possible. In order to de­
velop optimum efficiency following unknown 
tracks, tracking on ,hard surfaces and through 
populated areas should he emphasized. Training 
of this type can' be 'accomplished with relative 
ease. however. if tracker dog teams have mastered 
the basic principles discussed earlier. 
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4 .. CoMitlbmtly COlllpetent ;performance.is the 
pl'i'mllt'y roneern throughout· this. mge <of train­
ing. -Et'l"Rtic' pel fOlIiI8lI('8 eannotLbe.tolerated, and 
should be·ll8U8e Jor elimination dl!llpite the fact 
that the tam has sueeessfully completed the first 
two stages of specialized training. If either memo 
bel' of the team fails to cope with its environ. 
ment, or loses proficiency when working under 
stress, the team sheold not be allowed to begin 
combat tracker team training or he deployed to a 
field unit. 

134. Unlmown Tracb 
c. During advanced tracking the use of scuff 

marks are discontinued except when requested 
by an instructor, For the most part, dog handlers 
should be unaware of the starting point and have 
no idea where the track will terminate. Starting 
points are identified by cuting for human scent 
In a particular area or identifying the scent track 
left by the quarry from an item of equipment OT 

a clearly identifiable disturbance in the terrain. 
Obviously, unknown 'tracks of this type place 
both the dog and the handler under stress; there­
fore. the length. age. and complexity of such 
tracka mUllt be increaed gradually. 

b. At first, unknown tracks should he rela· 
tlvely simple. The age should he slightly below 
that for which the dog is competent. and DO 

crosstracks should be employed. The handler 
should he made aware of the general vicinity of 
the starting point, but should have no idea where 
the track will end. 

c. As eactl track is mastered. the next should 
be made pl'ogressively more difficult. Training 
should be programed so that the teAm succeeds as 
frequently as possible, otherwise despondency 
will develop in both the dog and the handler. In­
stances will arise, however. in which the dog will 
fail to complete the track. In such cases. the 
handler should immediately run a short. hot track 
thereby causing the training session to end on a 
)lMithre note. 

-
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d. Despite the importance of unknown tracks, 
the advanced stages of training should not be con­
fined to that type track alone. On the contrary, 
known tracks should be run frequently in order 
to evaluate the dog's o,ccur....,y while tracking. 
Instructors should brief b" ..• ~rs carefully a.. 
to where to start. the direction of turns, proposed 
sites for ambushes and tripwires,. and the ter­
minal point. Frequent utilizati'''l "r known tracks 
strengthens the handler's understanding of his 
dog's tracking behavior, and points out idio­
syncrasies unique to each animal. This, in turn, 
permits objective evaluation of the dog's tech­
nical proficiency. 

e. Durint advanced tracking, all tracks, both 
known and unknown. should be laid in a practi­
cal manner. They should run along trails ad­
here to fence lines. traverse populated areas, 
cross streams or follow any type route that a per­
son might reasona!"i:" ')se. Only by making train­
ing .realistic can the teall. J'i! prepared for field 
aervice. 

135. Tracking on Roads 

4. Roads and other manmade surfaces are ex­
tremely difficult to track on since they do not 
retain Beent to any significant degree. Poor IIcent 
retention i. further aggravated by wind, rain, 
sunlight, and passage of time. Much can be done, 
however. to improve a dog's ability to track on 
roads or othf'r hard surfaees. 

b. Initially, straight tracks should be used that 
run along the shoulder of the road (fig 26). As 

PM , .... , 

proficiency develops. tracks should start on the 
shoulder, then follow the surface of the road for 
a short distance before returning to the shoulder 
(fig 27). Training IIhould be continued until the 
dog is capable of crossing and recrossing the en­
tire road in pursuit of' the seent track (fig 28). 
The age of the tr'lllck used must be varied on a 
daily basis to compensate for climatic conditions. 
or other contingencies that would destroy the 
scent track prior to the dog's arrival. When 
tracking On or adjacent to hard surfaees, a great 
deal of initiative by the handler Is required. If 
the dog loses scent when crOSSing a road, or be­
comes confused when It reaches the other side, 
the handler should recast his dog in a logical man­
ner in order to successfully reestablish the track. 
Fallu're to do this promptly will cause the dog to 
lose interest. and ultimately lead to the unsuc­
eessful conclusion of the track. 

136. Tracking Through Poplliated Areas 
4. Tracking through populated areas is the 

single most demanding task a tracker dog team 
can face. As a reault. tracker dogs and thei r 
handlers must receive extensive exposure to this 
requirement during advanced tracking. This may 
be accomplished by using playgrounds, housing 
areu. parade fieldll, farmyards, or any other area 
in which there is a large concentration of human 
or animal scent. 

b. People. traffic. loud noise, foreign odors, and 
domestic animals can all create an atmosphere of 
confusion for the tracker dog. Because of this. 
handlers must be extremely competent before they 
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are required. to run ~ '''''':~ t h rr·"lth popula\pti 
areas. Ohviously, tr.tiH;tI~ :;lL( •. dtl ·orOmt·1i(i\ wi -!l 

short. hot.· known tracks on whid, maximum 
control is impose". 

c. Mainb'nane<> of 8. vivid ~nt pitt''''e ,., 
al.>solutely essential. To as,i,t in this. 11"'0'" .,r 
four track'ayers shou!ti I ... n.>H1 throughout r .. ,,·,,· 
sta!r'!S of this traininSl:. A!~G, the area ,,·I~·:IHI 
should be only mooerateiy rop"lat.·1 "n 11.;,t tI, .. 
dog can achieve rp.r.-onabl" SUI'eel<, 8. soon u~ 
possible. The hancllf>1' ~ho,,1<l ~ 1<0 h~ ?i\'~" a 
cleftnite starting point for ('nrh I rack. 

d. To pr..,vitie real;sn,. track" shoul<! I", diver­
,Hie<! so that they ~~n in, travE'rne. or tennin­
ate in populated areas in no 'particular order of 
priority. By th~ time training i" compl~tPd. dol!S 
• hould be abl<' to track a singl~ qun rry through a 
poJJlllatM area on a track of reasonahle age. Also. 
if given the scent of a particular indh'idual the 
dog should be able to estahlish the corred scent 
track within a populatM area and follow that 
"J)E'<:ific track until th .. quarry i~ caught. The clo!" 
must also be able to follow a track from an i~()­

latM area into a populated area without losinr. 
the scent. 

e. All animals will not perform in a uniform 

manner ami should not ~ expected to do so. The 
abilit~ to follow an hour-old track through a 
populated area is reasonable under ideal circum­
staTlc~_ Some <logs will do much better than this; 
howev .. r, th .. y will be the exception to the rule. 
As a result, the age of the track to he followed 
must he determined according to the neMs of the 
individual animal. 

,. A mooerate to slow tracking speed is highly 
Iksirable as it allows the dog to discriminate 
cnl'efully betw .... n the scent of the quarry and 
other extraneolls odors in the immediate vicinity. 
Handlern shouh1 avoi., re-:asting the dog too fre­
quently. Instea". the animal should be allowed 
to work out the scent track. if possible. With auit­
ahle encourag .. rnent from the handler most dogs 
willacromplish the ta~k with little difficulty . 

11. After the dog has become profiCient in run· 
nin!'; known tracks through a populated area, 
unknown tracks should he introducecl. This should 
he accomplishe" slowly, with the length and age 
of the track corresponding to the neMs of each 
team. Ultimately, tracking through populated 
an'as should he integrated into normal tracking 
exercises, and teams should he ahle to encounter 
such areas with only a marginal reduction in ef· 
!kien("y. 

• 



CHAPTER 13 

COMBAT TRACKER TEAMS 

137. Introdudion 

a. One of the problems which face security 
forces during counterinsurgency operations is 
that of following the enemy after a contact has 
been made. Only hy vigorously pursuing him to 
wherever h, is located will it he possihle for the 
security forces to dominate an area and reduce 
the activities of the enemy. 

b. The combat tracker team evolved during 
World Wa, JI al;;' was revitalized during the 
more re< 'nt United King' .. ;7\ Forces Operations 
in Mala~·". Kenya. Cyprus. and Borneo. 

138. Choroderistics ond Orgoni:r.otion 

a. Reqll;rrments. The main requirements of the 
team are that they should be-

(1) Highly trained in tracking. woods craft 
and skill at :~rms. 

(2) Trained as a rlose,knit team. 

(S) Lightly equipped. 

(4) Highly mobile i.e .• capable of moving 
by foot. air. road. 

(5) Able to remain in the field for 5 to 
6 days without resupply. 

b. Organizati01l. The combat tracker team is 
divided into three elements. 

(1) The command. 

(2) The tracking element. 

(3) Protection element. 

c. Team Comporit'iO'll. It consists of a five-man 
'team plus one dog. The composition is as follows: 

(1) Team leader. 

(2) Visual tracker. 
(8) Tracker dog handler with tracker dog. 
(4) Radiotelephone operator. 
(6) Coverman. 

139. Description of the T eom 
a. The team leader is usually a noncomiuioned 

officer and his task calls for initiative and prac· 
tical knowledge. 

b. The radiotelephone operator maintains com· 
munications for the team and can become a sec· 
ond coverman. 

c. The visual tracker is a school·trained visual 
tracker with a high degree of skill in visual track· 
ing. 

d. The dog handler is a school·trained dog 
handler. 

t. The coverman is a school· trained visual 
tracker who acts as security for the team. 

140. Responsibility of Teom Members 

a. Team uader. 
(1) Supervises and plans the training of his 

team. 

(2) Insures that rally points are selected. 
and that they are easily recognizable and depend •. 
able. 

(3) Sees that the team members are skilled 
in first aid. 

(4) Relays all information to his support 
unit. 

(5) If the track splits, decides which to fol· 
low. 

(6) Is sure that his team is in a state of 
readiness when on standby. 

(7) Maintains a high standard of naviga. 
tion' ability. 

(8) Insure that antimalarial precautions are 
taken by team members. 

(9) Decides if his team can handle enemy 
contact. 

b. V iltual Tra.cker. 

( 1) Makes sure that team leader gets all 
available information from the tra~k. 

(2) Is responsible for team protection when 
not actually tra~kinlr. 

75 
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(8) Insures that team members praetiee 
tracking regularly. 

c. Covernmn. 

(1) Sees that the team leader is given all 
information when contact is made. 

(2) Protects the visual track8l" and the 
dog handler. 

(3) Is always alert for the enemy. 

d. Radiotelephone Operator. 

(1) IIt,.esponsible for the team's protection. 
(2) . Teaches·aII team· members to operate 

radio. 
(3) Requests help from the team leader if 

help is needed to set up radio. 
(4) Normal signal duties. 

e. Dog Hatt.r:fkr. 
(1) Is responsible for his own protection 

when not tracking. 
(2) Consults the visual tracker when not 

certain his dog is on trark. 
(3) Paces the team for the team leader 

when in reserve. 

f. WMpons and Equipment. The weapons and 
equipment carried by the team are in accordance 
with the individual unit and the team SOP. 

141. Capabilities of a Tracker T_m 

a. They are a clo~ly knit team used to work­
ing togethel' and hlwe a working knowledge of 
each others duties. 

b. The team can rRrry sufficient food and water 
to operate for 5 to Ii dRYS. Any incru,", in ra­
tions will add weight and slow down the followup. 
PrOviding the team raIl "" resupplied, they can 
operate indefinitely. However, it is advisable to 
relil!Ve tracker doR's every 48 hours where po~_ 
sible. 

142. Limitations of a Tracket Team 

n. It is unable to track at niR"ht in a tactical 
manner through thick junf(le. 

b. Visual trackers and doR's find it difficult to 
follow a track after a hea\'}' rain. 

c. To follow Ii track that is more than 24 hours 
old is di fficu It. • 

143. The Tracker Dog 

u. Admnltage. 

(1) It ia nonnally futer than a viAna! 
tracker. 

(2) It can track over terrain that, for prac­
tical purposes, has no aigna. 

(3) It can track at night. 
'(4) It may indicate when it is nearing the 

enemy. 

b. Disadvantage. 
(1) When required to work a long track 

under difficult condltiona. its tracking ability de­
teriorates. 

(2) Under difficult conditions it may go oft' 
track to get water. 

144. The Visual Tracbr 
a. A dvCtntages. 

(l) He is able to give a verbal account of 
information. 

(2) He can assist the dog handler to find 
the track if the dog hulast it. 

(3) Even when not tracking. his superior 
powers of observation an! invaluable. 

b. DUadvantagu. 
( 1) He cannot track at night without a light. 
(2) He is normally 1II0wer than the dog in 

the followup. 

1.45. The Scout Dog 
The seout doll' is not a tracker dog. It ill taught 
to indicate the presence of humans in an area 
through airborne scent. Thill type of dog. al­
though not a part of the team, can be of assist· 
ance under certain conditions while following the 
track and especially if the team is ul!ed as a re­
connaissance patrol. 

146. Tracker Team Ability 

Ideally. it would be best if every subunit was 
able to follow II. track and follow up' on contact 
with the enemy. Thig ill not often JI08I!ible be­
cause of the degree of skill and the detailed and 
continllous training needed to produce a first 
rate combat tracker team. Therefore, what ia 
needed is a small n umber of trained tracker teams 
that can he sent to those units that need them to 
follow the enemy from a point of contact. and 
leRd the followllp forces to the enemy. 

·147. Requirements 

The tracker team ahould be able to fuUm the fol· 
lowing requirements: 

• 



a.. Arrive at the point of contact and lead the 
followup unit until contact with the enemy is 
made again. 

b. rnvestigate an area thllt is believed to con-
tain the enemy and folio tracb that are 
found. 

t. Act as It source of intelligence for the com~ 
man ding officer. 

d. Train section commanders and lead scouts 
of -the units in the art· of observation and the 
principles of visual tracking. 

148..equirements of the Team Leochtr 

a.. Supervise and plan the training of his team. 

b. Control the three elements of the team on 
operations. 

c. Decide when tv lise <log or visual tracker. 

d. Paas back information to his headquarters. 

1"49. Tactical Employment 

The tracker teams will normally be held cen· 
trally for reasons of economy. under the control 
of the commanding officer who will allocate them 
to specific missions as they arise. With two or 
more teams at headquarters. it is possible to have 
a team on immediate standby 24 hours a day. 
This team will be moved to the poInt of contact 
by the quickest means available. The sequence of 
evetJts are along the following lines: 

II. The standby team ill called for operational 
duty. 

II. A se.:ond team, if available, comes to 1-hour 
notice to move. It will then be required to-

(l) Take on a fI'M" mission .f til. en.rny 
has split up. 

(2) Take over for the team already com· 
mitted, if necessary. 

(3) Take on II fresh mission if one should 
arise. 

c. The first team reaches the point of contact 
and establishes the direction in which the enemy 
has moved. 

d. The first team starts tracking the enemy; 
it is supported. whenever possible, by an appro­
priate strength infantry unit. 

t. The first team locates the enemy and re­
ports it to the support unit and disengages. 
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I. The support unit destroys the enemy. 

fl. The tracker team with its dog handler and 
visual tracker is not designed to attack and de­
stroy the enemy. This is a job for the infantry 
support unit. The sole job of the tracker team is 
to find the enemy. The best form of transporta. 
tion in jungle areas is by helicopter. However, 
there are occasions when there is no -available 
landing space close enough to be used. This prob­
lem is solved by the use of rappelling gear. With 
this equipment a man can be lowered through 
the trees to the beginning of a track, saving 
time and elIort. A special harness ill used for low­
ering the dog. 

150. Training 

fl. Gelltral. Normal training is carried out by 
the teams with a special emphasis on tracking 
and working with dogs. 

b. Visual Trackillg Ob,ervali<m. 

( 1) The principles of visual tracking are 
taught to all members of the team. Proficiency 
at visual tracking can only be maintained by fre­
quent and cloaely supervised practice and train· 
ing. 

(2) The powers of observation are continuo 
ally t.eing tested during visual trac:king exercises 
but observation tests should be held weekly in the 
form of a track with dilIerent kinds of enemy 
equipment hidden on or near the trail. This train· 
ing is given to the team to help them obtain 
additional information about the enemy. 

151. Tracker Dot Training 

This is carried out by the dog handler at least 
three times a week varying the !enith and age 
of each track. The whole team will follow the dog 
at least once a week. 

152. Marksmanship 

All team members should practice marksman· 
ship and quick lire shooting exercises at least 
twice a week or whenever possible. 

153. Physical Training 

It is important that all team members keep physi· 
cally fit. Thill is achieved by dog and mual track· 
ing exercises and also by morning phyaical fit,. 
ness exercises. The time that a team can spend on 
a mission is relative to their physicallltnesa. 
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154. Halicop'rr 

The basic drills are rehearsed continually and 
<ie~cent by rappel is practiced as often as possible. 

155. S9ta1 l.oillillg 
Every member of the team is instructed in the IIR 

of any radio sets used by the team. They all must 
he· proficient in operating the sets and should 
practi~e to this. end. 

156. T,ain;ng,' GIl, •• 01 
If the enemy is to be hWlted after his traeks have 
been found, tracker teams with trained traclrers 
and dogs are essential, otherwise contact is un­
likely to be gained. Furthermore. it is vital that 
no time be lost in reaching the point of contact 
so the track will be as fresh as possible. It is es­
sential that friendly troops interfere with the 
enemy tracks.as little as possible and mark the 
advance of the enemy. if poll!lible. If the team is 
committed early. the combination of the visual 
tracker and dog (wit., a small FUpport unit pl1L1 
command element) can furnish the commanding 
officer with an important weapon in his search 
for the enemy. The team n"""s constant and reg­
ular training to improve its tracking and exper­
ience and thus intTeaseg it, chl\nees of lIue_. 
The commanding officer· must bear in mind ·that 
while the team' can defend itaelf and may even 
take limited defensive action. it is not a hunter­
killer group and is . only desil'Qed to . find the 
enemy. not fight him. 

157. Operational Employment- 'Of Q Co,"btJt 
Tracll~r Tea," 

Sequence of events: 

fl. Standby team is alerted. Replaced by sec­
ond team. 

( 1) Team command .. r briefed on­
(a) Where to go. 
(h) Reason for callout. 
(r) Method of transportation. 
(d) Whom to contact on arrival. 
(e) Radio deta ils. 
(f) Other friendly forces in area. 
(g) Details of support unit. 

(2) Team lead"r brief. team. 
(3) Team moves to cont:.ct"location. 

b. When teAms arrive at contact location-
(1), Team lead!'r is briefed by local com­

mander. 
(2) Radiotelephone operator establishes ra­

dio contact with support nnit. 
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(8) Remainder take up aU-roand def_. 

(4) Information seeured on-
(II) Present grid referenoo. 
(b) Detail. of eMIIIY: 

1. Time last seen. 
t. Number, estimated. 
It. Number seen. 
4. Weapons ~rried. 
5. EQul'pment. 
6. Drel!8. 

(e) limits of movement of own troops. 
(eI) Weather at time of incident and be­

fore incident. 
(e) Details of friendly, enemy troops in 

the area. 
(/) Whether friendly forces in area have 

been warned that a tracker team is in the area. 
(11) Strength and mmposition or support 

unit. 
(A) Signal operating instructions (SOl) 

to be used. 
(5) Visual tracker and mvermen briefed. 
(6) Visual tra;:ker to Il'O to limit of local 

movement and search for enemy -sign. Make lure 
friendly forces are informed. 

(7) Remainder of team is briefed. . 

158. Whe" Visual Track ... Returns With 
Information 

Go Visual tracker's information is compared 
with that obtained on arrival at contact point. 

b. Additional briefing for team and support 
unit, if nee<ellllllry. is given. 

e. Team and support unit move off on track, 
led by the visual tracker. 

4. Team leader replaces vlaual tracker with 
dog when he considers it appropriate. 

159. Order of March 
There are two orders of march for the tracker 
team. They are for either open country or dose 
country. 

11.. CIG.e Cotmtry. 

(1) When dog leads: 
(II) Dog. 
(b) Dog handler. 
(e) Coverman. 
(4) Team leader or visual tracker (inter­

changable) . 
(41) Radiotelephone operator. 

(2) When visual tracker leads: 
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(a) Visual tracker. 
(b) Coverman. 
(e) Team leader. 
(d) Radiotelephone operator or dog han· 

dler and dog (interchangeahle). 

b. Open Country. 

(l) When dog leads (pos! tion on track): 
·DH 
Cll 

VT TL 
RTO/CM 

(2) Visual tracker leading (position on 
track): 

VT 
eM 

TC 
RTO/CM 

DH 

160. Resting/Rodio Cc .:1unication 

The team must keep the headquartel"ll element in· 
formed of the situation. 

a. The team leader selects a tactically aceept· 
able area and halts the team. 

b. Leading tracker (dog or visua\) mOVI!ll for· 
ward. 

e. Team in all· round defense position. 

d. Routine situation report-maximum inter. 
val, 3 hours. 

(l) Grid reference. 

(2) Time arrived. 

(3) N umber of enemy being tracked. 

(4) Age of track. 

(5) General direction taken by enemy. 

(6) Planned time of departure. 

161. Night Stop 

a. In order to make up time on the enemy and 
maybe catch them when they have halted for 
the night. the team must track on until the last 
possible minute. that is, until it is too dark for 
the visual tracker to see signs. The time of day 

• Abb!'t!Viations: 

DB 
eM .. 
VT _._ 
TL __ 
RTO 

Doghandlet. 
eoYennan. 
Viaual ttaeker. 
Team leader. 
Radiotel.phone ol"'",l.or. 

that this OCCUl"ll will vary according to weather 
and the amount of cover overhead. 

h. The team leader halts at selected aeeas and 
informs support unit. 

r. Team tracks on to Insure that the enemy is 
not in the a rea. 

d. The limit of their forward movement is 
noted and they return to the security area. By 
this time it will be 20 to 30 minutes before dark. 

e. All personnel in the support unit must be 
up in time to pack and move forward to the 
point where the team stopped and be ready to 
follow the team 88 they resume tracldng in the 
morning. The time to start is 88 soon as the 
visual tracker has enough light to read signs. 

162~ Meals 

a. While pursuing the enemy there will be no 
set time for meals_ Meal breaks will be- up to 
the team leader. 

b. The halt for breakfast should not be made 
until it is obvious that it is too late in the day to 
contact the enemy in his overnight area. 

163. Adion if the Track is last 
a. As soon as the tracker dOl( handler suspects 

that his dog is not on the track. he must stop 
and inform the team leader. 

h. The team leader will then decide. according 
to circumstanceS, whether the dog handler 
should cast his dog, or a visual track is to be 
used. 

c. If the visual tracker is to be used, the nor· 
mal procedure is: 

(l) Personnel search (first step of the lost 
track drill). 

(2) Retrace, checking back along the track. 

(3) Extended personnel search, if the previ· 
ous inethods fail . 

(4) Bolt search or another area type search 
until track is reestablished. 

164. Team Locates the Enemy 

a. Either-

(l) The dog alerts on the near presence of 
the enemy. 

(2) A coverman sees the enemy. 

(8) Very fresh sign is found (crumbling 
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footprints, 'burning cigarette butts, smell of food 
or-fire). 

b. -Visual tracker. coverman, and team leader 
l!eI1.rch forward. 

c. Visual. tracker and coverman remain; team 
leader returns to team. 

d. 'Team leadirand support unit commander 
make their plan' by radio and dog handler moves 
back. 

e. The enemy is attacked. (The team maybe 
used as a blocking force or as a support group.) 

f. 11 the rear of the eJ1tm1y partY 'is seen, and 
they do not kftO"lll' that the team is on their'tail, 
it is usually'best to shoot them immediately. If 
the teams halts to form a plan, the em'my may 
hll\"e moved to an unknown 1000ation. 

165. After the Attock 

a . . Clear and definite enemy area. 

b. Prepare a situation report. 

~. E!ltabi;"h limit of movement of Own troops. 

d. Box search by visual tracker and coverman. 

t. Make followup plan, afterv;sual tmM' lind 
ro'l'l'Mmm . hne ""JIOrtl!rithe ·rt"!I1lits of tln!ir 
"etlrcll~. 

f. If all enemy personnel have not all heen ac­
counted for, tracking restarts. 

. 
166. Danger Area 

A danger area is any area which requires in­
creased or additional g""urity preellutions. The 
track i. not to be abandoned for a danger area. 
The trackPT team m""t . """"in 1m the track when 
reaching II danger area. Unlike ranger or long 
range re<:onnaissanee patrol teams, tracker teamf 
cannot always completely avoid potential danger 
areas. Keeping on track is therr primary misl<ion 
and all danger a.rf."ll~ cannot be completely 
avoided. 

167. Acti_ at Dcrnger Area 

a. Trai"'. Roads. and Streams. When the vis. 
ual tra .. m or dog handler determines that a 
trail, road,·or stream is a ~ 'Area, he will 
pass back the silent signal that means obstacle 
or danger area ahead. Every member of the team 
will pass the u.m.e silent signal back. The rear 
security covennan and radio operator will pus 

the same signa' forward to the team leader to 
let him know that they 1mt the signal and are 
aware of the obstacle or d~ area. The visual 
tracker or dog handler 'will then pass back the 
silent signal that means team leader forward. 
This silent signal is also J)II.!II!ed back to the rear 
security coverman and back up to the team 
leader. This is to let every member of the team 
how that the team leader will be moving forward 
with the visual tracker and the team will be at 
a halt until the team lader gives the order ·to 
move out. The visual tracker will explain to the 
tf!llm. leader what type obstacle or danger area it 
is. ~he team leader will decide how he will cross 
the obstaeJe Or danger area. When the team 
leader approaches ·the visual tracker. the cover­
man will take up a good ta~tkal position either 
left or right of the visual tra~ker. When the 
team leader decides how and where he will cross 
the obstacle or danger area, he will take up a 
good tactical position and have his visual tracker 
and coverman to cheek left and right 50 to 75 
meters for signs of the enemy and to see if the 
enemy moved up or down the trail, road, or 
stre.."m, Clr if they crOS&ed the trail, road, or 
~tream. If the team leader sees that he needs 
more support hefore he move~ his team out, he 
may "all the supporting unit. Gunships or any 
snpporti Itg fLre he has may he used to support 
the team. If the track goes across the trail, road, 
or stream an., the team leadrr sees he has to 
ero~s, he will have one man cross at a ·time. The 
visual tracker and coverman will move close to 
the edge and stay under cover if possible. The 
visnal tracker will check the other side of the 
trail. road, or stream for possible enemy position 
and preselect a good fighting position for him­
self to advance across the trail, road. or stream 
as a lead scout, not as II visual tracker. The cover­
man will take up a good nghting position and 
covel' the visual tracker while he crosses. After 
the l'isual tracker is in position he will check the 
area again for a possible enemy position. After 
he has checked the area and determined that the 
area i~ clear. he will pass the silent signal that 
means OK buck to the eoverman. Remember, 
every ~ilent silffiAl that is given is passed to 
every memher of the team and back to the team 
leader. After the visual tracker has passed back 
the OK signal. the team leader will take up a good 
lighting position where he can advance across 
the danger area and provide cover for the (over­
man whilt- the eoverman crosses the danger area. 
The radio operator will move up and take up a 
good nghting position close to the danger area. 
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The rear security will also move forward and 
take up another good fighting position. After 
everyone is in position the coverman will pre­
select a good fighting position across the danger 
area and move across the rI!lnll;"er area. When he 
gets into his new position; .I check the area 
for a possible enemy position. When he deter­
mines that the area is clear he will pass back 
the signal OK to the team Ir·.jer. At this time 
the radiotelephone operator will move close to 
the edge of the danger area. keeping under cover, 
80 he can cover the team leader while the team 
leader crosses the dllnger area. The rear security 
will also move close to the danger area. After 
everyone is in position the team leader will pre­
select a good fighting position across the danger 
area, and move across. After the team leader is 
in position he will check the area for possible 
enemy position. After he determines the area is 
clear, he will pas' back the signal OK. The rear 
security will move CIOl'e tr 'he edge of the danger 
area. The rear security will face to the rear. 
After everyone is in position the radiotelephone 
operator preselects a good fighting position and 
moves across the danger area. Once the team 
leader is in position and checks the area for pos­
sible enemy he will turn around and face to the 
rear 80 he can provide security to the rear while 
the rear security crosses the danger area. At 
this time the radiotelephone operator will pass 
the OK signal back to the rear security. The rear 
security will preselect a good fighting position, 
and move acro .. the danger area. Once he is in 
position he will turn and take up security to the 
rear. The radiotelephone operator will then turn 
and face to the front. The team leader will have 
his visual trackers and coverman confirm the 
track; the team leader. radiotelephone operator. 
and rear security will stay in position and apply 
securit}· for the vi~ual tracker and the coverman 
while they confirm the track. Once the visual 
tracker confirms the track he gives the OK or 
confirm sil!'nal. The team will move out on track. 
If the track goes up or down a trail or road the 
team will mOVe alonl1" heside the trail. or road. 
and the visual tracker will check the trail or 
road every ;;0 to 75 meters to make sure the 
track is still on the road. 

b. Opr" Areas (Field$. Open Terrain). When 
the visual tracker approaches an open area he 
will halt the team and pass back the obstacle or 
danger area silent signal. He will then pass back 
the signal for the team leader to move to his 
position. The covel'man will move left or right 
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and take up 1\ good tactical position. The team 
leader will decide when to move his team across 
the d3nger area, he may want more support to 
cover his team while they cross the danger area. 
When the team moves through an open area 
they will go into an open fonnallon. They will 
still keep in visual contact with each member 
of the team. Every member In the team has to 
be able to see the signal that the team leader 
has selected to gain the team's attention. 

c. Logs. When they approach a log the visuld 
tracker will pass back the obstacle or danger area 
silent signal. This signal is passed back to every 
member of the team and then back to the team 
leader. The visual tracker will move to the log 
and stay. The coverman will take up a good posi· 
tion where he can cover the visual tracker. The 
visual tracker will move across the log and take 
up a good position and check the area for possible 
enemy presence. Once he determines the area is 
safe he will give the signal OK. The coverman 
will then move across the log. Once he is across 
he will move to the visual tracker's position and 
let the visual tracker know he I!'. across. The team 
will move out on track. The visual tracker and 
will slow the pace 80 the remainder of the team 
can cross the log. The team leader. radiotelephone 
operator. and the rear security will cross the log 
the same way as the visual tracker and cover­
man. The radiotelephone operator will eover the 
team leader once the team leader has moved 
across the log and sets up a good fighting posi· 
tion; he will cover the radiotelephone operator 
while he crosses the log. Once the radiotelephone 
operator gets across the log he will let the team 
know he is across. The team leader will move out. 
The raitiotelephone operator will turn and face 
to the rear and cover the rear of the team while 
the rear security moves across the log. Once the 
rear security gets across the log the radiotele­
phone operator will move out. and the team will 
move back to the normal pace. 

d. Path or Small Trails. When the team ap­
proaches a path or small trail. the visual tracker 
will pass back the danger area silent signal. The 
visual tracker and the coverman will move to the 
edge of t he path or small trail and check the 
area for possible enemy presence. When they de­
termine the area is clear. they will move across. 
The visual tracker will slow down the pace for 
the remainder of the team to cross. The team 
leatler will move to the edge of the path or small 
trail and check for possible enemy presence, once 
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he ,l1elleluunesit is safe, he will et'OI!!l. The radio­
telephone operator will go through the same pre­
cautions.aa the.team IN.der .. Om:e ·the team has 
croued the.path or small trail the), will move at 
II normal pace. 

~ . • :/llI&tW~ Villagu . .when approaching a native 
\'iII~ the visual tracker or dog handler palll.IeS 

back the danger area silent signal. After the 
signal has been passed back to the team leader, 
the 'visual tracker will pass the silent signal for 
the team leader to move to his position. and he 
will signal the coverman to take up a good fight­
ing position: he will cover the font. It ia left up 
to 1he team leader 10 make the decision how the 
t~am will approach this danger area. 

f. MifUl/i«ld.. When the team approaches a 
minefield, .the vis~ tracker or dog handler will 
pass back the danger arell silent signal. After 
the signal has been passed back to aD members 
of the team, and back to the team leader, the 
dsual tracker'Or1iog handler-will1Jl858 the signal 
for the team leader to move to his position. The 
cO\'erman will move away from the visual 
t racker'Or .dtl1rhandler and take up.a good fight­
ing: position where he can cover to his front. The 
t~am leader will decide what action he ft.al take 
to get histeam BCl'GIISth.e-minetield. 

(1. Enemy Potition. 'When the team approaches 
an enemy position the member of the team who 
'*s the enemy ·positron first will stop the team 
hy UlIing a silent signa!: after the team has 
stopped and taken cover the member who saw 
the enemy position will sisrnal the team leader to 
his position. lie will point out the enemy position. 

The team leader will determine where he will 
have the visual tracker and coverman check the 
position for information; or whether to have 
the team to pull back to a safe area and ask the 
support unit to check the area, or call in an 
artillery lire mission. or gunships, or an Air 
Force strike. 

h. Boo~ra:p. When the team approaches a 
boobytrap, the visual tracker or coverntan will 
pass back ·:the ililent .aipal .that means boobytrap 
and stop· the team. After the sipal· has been 
passed back to the team leader, the visual traeker 
will PIIII8 the signal for the team leader to come 
to'his position. Once the signal is passed baek to 
the team leader the coverman (or dog handler) 
will move left or right _d take up a good fighting 
position. The team leader will cheek the booby­
trap or have the visual traeker. or coverman, 
cheek. At no time will .the team blow the booby­
trap. The team leader will determine where to 
step over the boobytrap or go around. Onet! the 
team moves out the visual tracker and coverman 
wiD alow the pace down so the team can step 
over or go around the boobytrap. The team 
leader points out the boobjtrap to the radiotele­
phone operator; once the radiotelephone operator 
croases or Il"M!8 around the boobytrap he will 
point out the boobytrap to the rear security 
coverman. If the team has a support unit follow­
illl!' them, the team Jeader wiD inform the support 
commander and .give the location of the booby­
trap and mark it. If the team is on a recondo 
patrol th.e7 will not mark the boobytrap; they 
will leave the boobytrap in place and call back 
ita location to their beadquartel'll. 
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CHAPTER 14 

VISUAL TRACKING COURSE 

168. General 

The visual tracking coune will be divided into 
four phases with each phase after the first being 
more difficult. 

169. Purpose 

The purpose of the course is to give the students 
practice in all aspects of the team jobs of lead 
seout and visual tracker or a member of a tracker 
team when searching for 4l\d followini the en­
emy. 

170. Outline of Ex.rcl .. 
The distances are suggested and are ueed &II ex­
amples. Course personnel will be divided into 
groups to act as patrols searching a given area 
for sips of the enemy. 

171. Day I-From Start Point to Camp A 

Course personnel will be given an azimuth to 
work to and instructed to move throuih the area 
checking for signs of the enemy in the area. They 
are to report by radio all information gained. 
They are to mount a limited followup of any 
fresh tracks found in the area (maximum 500 
meters). They will engage the enemy if louted. 
Finally. the team is given a grid coordinate to 
be at by darkness that day. From this grid coor. 
dinate there will be a 500-meter fresh track to 
an overnight campsite where rations and over­
nieht sleeping equipment is located. There should 
be specific situations set up tor the atudents to 
cope with. 

Thesear_ 

IL Fresh track leading to ambush poeltion of 
five men. 

b. Fresh track leading to old fift-man camp. 
c. Fresh track leadinlr to tunnel. 

L No tracks. Five-man ambush ot patrol. 

e. Fresh track leadiDir to where two wounded 
were tended. 

,. Fresh track deception tactle. 

II. Fresh track leading to sleeping sentry. 

Ia. Fresh track leading to freshly dug grave. 

i. Fresh track leading to small food dump. 

i. Fresh track leading to overnight base camp 
and evening meal. 

172. Day II-From Camp A to Camp I 

IL Head~n clash with noisy enemy patrol. 

II. Wood chopping in enemy base camp. 

c. Lone enemy moving towards patrol. 

d. Fresh tracks leading to boobytraps. 

e. Fresh track leading to occupied ambush p0-

sition. 

f. Fresh track, easy to follow deception of 
split track. enemy to circle and attack patrol 
from rear. 

II. Talking, coughing. and cooking noises to 
lead patrol into an ambush. 

Ia. Fresh track with enemy rear coverman 
firini one shot and then withdrawing. 

i. Fresh track leading to boobytrapped food 
dump. 

;. Fresh track leading to main overnight base 
camp and evening meal. 

173. Day III-From Camp I to Camp C 

.. Head~n contact with silent and alert en· 
emy patrol. 

II. Sniper fire from trees. 

c. Sniper fire from bunker. 

II. Fresh track leadini to well-eonculed and 
camouftaged ambush site. 

•. Immediate counterattack of above ambush 
lite after withdrawal. 



,. Fresh traclt leading ,to well,am-'ed booby­
UoaPl\. 

'fl. 'ii'Nsh'tnldc k!atii!llr pest eaniOUftaged'mn­
J!!!ht.ir ""'ta. 

h. One enemy to follow up patrol and sllipe 
doling bmchbrMk. 

i. Fresh track ,leading to boobytrapped. 8m,'1 
u.od.clamp. 

i. Fresh·tTa~k leading to overnigbt base camp 
and -.inlpn!!8.l. 

174. ,Dayty FIOIIi,Co.,. C .. hrd of 
.l .... 

a. Enemy tradt. laid along fnII length of pa_ 
trol'snimuth. 

b. Boobytrit.J)3 along track. 

r. Ambush. aide/front. 

d.. Ambnoh, rear. 

e. Final head-on contact where it Is expeeted 
that the patrol will eliminate enemy groUp. 

175, Administration IMtrvctionI 
4. Safety vehicle and driver for duration of 

exercise wiD be available. All surplua food and 
equipment will be carried on thia vehicle to the 
out hue camp area. 

II. Radios and operaton for CClUllll! penoa.neI 
I.IIIe and u a Jink to trainmg eoUllM! he&dqu.t.rteI'1I 
unit. To remain with and move with the aafety 
vehicle. 

e. Medical team and Yf!hieJe also 1mm!lI with 
aafety vehicle. 

176. Eq"ipment 
N'ormaJ .Ieeping equipment, boobytrap simula­
ton. blank eartridlU. and radios. 
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