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ABSTRACT

The United States Marine Corps needs an anti-

puerrilla capability to fight guerrillas in the trouble
spots of the world today. This study proposes a squad
of specially trained guerrillas, armed with dogs, to be
attached to a Marine infantry company as a supporting
weapon. - This weapon will make the company a more

effective anti-guerrilla fighting unit,
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CHAPTER 1V
FIGHTING DOGS

Let us consider the rencral nature of a dog.

He is a béast, not as intellirent as a man, but more-
intelligent and tractable than any other of the beasts
except the primates., This intellirence is the key to
being able to use the dog to assist man in his work;
specifically, the soldier in his fighting. The United
States Army says:

A dog can be taught to respond appropriately to

an extremely larce number of spoken words. Some

dogs have been known to master responses to well

over 100 oral commands.
Since dogs can show their intelligence by responding to
spoken commands, man has, in a trained dog, a beast to
do his bidding.

The dop's senses are also useful to man.

The dog's nose tells him countless things
about his environment that entirely escape
humans, He is more sensitive to sounds than
humans, Hlis visual sensitivity to the mogement
of objects is superior to that of humans.

Man and doq working torether can have their acuative

senses extended over a muvch r~reater ranme than either

working separately. Torcther they can see, smell and

hear much better and thereby be able to detect an enemy
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faster., The natural psycholorical fear that an acpgress
sur has for a dog also helps the man-dop team to have
the advantare over the enemy,
with the nature of the dog as it is, it seems

that he would make an excellent military weapon as
part of a man-dog team. This thought is far from
being orieinal,

Lver since primitive times men have domesticated

dors and used them as sentries, for hunting and

a4s scouts. They have made use of dogs' intelligence,

loyalty, keen senses and latent ferocity to

protect and help them in the tasks of everyday

life, Todag these animals can be a potent weapon

in warfare.

world war II ~round forces on both sides found

dogs invaluable for sentry duty, for use as messengers,
for assisting troops on patrols, and helping on
scouting and reconnaissance missions. "The U. S.
Marines used 'Devildogs' in the fighting at Guadal-
canal, Boupainville, feleliu, New Britain, New Guinea,
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Guam, Iwo Jima and Ckinawa." In the Marine engage-~

ments with the Japanese at Iwo Jima, scout “"Devildogs"

doubled as sentries.

In the night Carl "alerted'" repeatedly indicating
the presence of a larrme enemy force, and his
handler immediately signalled the sleeping Marines.
In the resultant battling, the Marines cut down
over 100 Japs and only two Marines were wounded.5

At Ukinawa dors were used in similar roles,

Then Coates, lyine on the pround beside his dog,
felt Narron's hair stand up and heard him erowl.
tle slanced to the side and saw a column of Japs
sneaking up the trail on the flank. He raised
up and killed the officer in the lead. The Japs
retreated. 14




L. S. Army scout doe units in rKorea distinpuished

themselves in the tirlhiting, ‘'“I'he dog was used quite

successfully to provide warning of enemy approach and

as security arainst any cnemy attempt to encircle the
7

patrol." Methcds of usinp dors on natrol in Korea

were interestine.

wne battalion sent out patrols along suspected
enemy patrol routes with the mission of
interceptine an ~nemy patrol and takine a
rrisoner., lhe patrol would proceed until the
dor detected the onemy,  should the enemy be
movine toward the patrol, it would derloy

into an arbush., If cway from the patrol, it
weuld attempt to intercept.  sere the enemy
statig, the ratrel .ould attempt an envelope-
ment ..t

A dog is born with a ferocity that he may show

at any time during his lite. t'e dees not have to be

tau~ht to be a courac~cous firshter. He does not have

to learn to be ferocious throuch experience., If a
dog is properly trained, this inate ferocity can be
held back until it is cdesirable for him to show it,

then the doe will take over.

The keen anticipation that breeds alertness on
patrol is built up by leading the dog to believe
that he will eventyally get his fangs into

anyone he detects.”

Do~s have been used for other purposes in a

military operational area,

Trail does are used to hunt fupitives in the
manner of a Ploodhound. Infantry units assigned
to rucrrilla surnression will find such animals
invaluable. They are often the onliomeans of
tracing marauders to their hideout.
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It is evident that doers can be trained for many differ-
ent types of missions in combat.

Before a dop can become useful as a weapon in
combat, he must be trained to obey the commands of the
~men with whom he will fiocht., Current training esiven to
military doas berins with careful selection of the doos

for qualities known by experience to be desirable in
them. These qualitie- are: an inconspicuous color
that will blend with most natural backrrounds, «sood
physical condition, lack of ~un or man-shyness,
arrressiveness, proper sensitivity to sound and touch,
and normal canine visio& and smell, If the dog meets
these requirements, it is likely that he will, with

careful and conciencious training, make a pgood fiehting

doo, Only fierman Shepherds are accepted for trainine
in the U'. S. Army Scout Dor proeram. The Army has found
that they are as easy to train as any other breed and
possess all the pood qualities of the other breeds. As a
bonus feature, the German sShepherd has the ability to
provide himself with a coat suitable to any climate.
only males arc uscd.

It is interesting to note that all U. S. Army
do« trainine is carried out with the dog being trained
by one handler. [(his handler, and the dop he has

trained, deploy to-mether. Subsequently they fight

torether in combat, Lt. Robert Fercuson, Commanding
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his preparation and extremely careful in its
oxecution.... In basic trainineg the animal
must be tau-ht to advance, attack and jump
over obstacles on conmand. e must be taunht
to refuse foud.... lhe do~ rust be taurht to
hecome accvntoned to vunfire. The process
fust be 4 very cradual ones... In tactical
trainine the do- i taurht first to advance
and search and then to return on findine the
cnemy. Then he is taueht to pursue a fleeing
snemy and elthor  .rtachk or detain hir....
en a dor maLtars a le-son in the daytime,
he rust be rein-tructed in the same lesson

it nirhta.... lhe os's uperlative sense of
srell enables hiim tc not only reconnoiter

the enemy, but aven to detect buried mines.
~dvantase must he taken of this sense by
developine his aptitude for searchin~ out
nuried cunpowder.... 2unic oand tactical
trainine are nsually completed in three months .12

’

One can see from thesc oxcerpts that it takes a lot of

time and effort to train a don for combat.

1y, s. army Infantry 3chool, Military Doe

Trainine and Employment, FM-20, (Fort Benning, Gd.: 1962)

p.

G.

.21bid. p. 1.

3Paul F. Gorman, ''Scout Dogs on Patrol"”,The

Infantry School Quartcrly, XLIV no. 3, (July 1954) p. 60.

4 ohn M. Behan, Doms of war (New York: Scribner

and Son, 1946) p. 78. .

5Ibid. De 7.

%bid. p. 8.
7Gorman, op. cit., p. 67,

81bid. p. 8.
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Hinterview with 1t. tobert Ferpuson, Commandine
Ctticer, 2oth Infantry J'latoon (Scout Dog), . S. Army
15 Jan,, 1vul,.

T

TJapan, Imperial drmy Doc. 1452, Trainaing,
dreedine and Care of arny Does, trans. 1940,




