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UNITED S'l'hTES ARMY INFANTRY CE;!\'T~:n 
HEADipiUl.TERS DE'rACH:IDJT sacU, OOG Us "Rl.fl 

Fo,'t Benni:1g, Georgia .3.-•. ;'05 

:3 February 1969 

Training and ElnploY)ll.J:!n t - QJ;f Leash S~o'.r:~. Dog Teams 

1. Train ln5 , 

a. Objectives. The objecti¥es of off-leash scc'~t do,,! team training 
are: 

(1) To train the dog to work off-leash well out, in: :?ront of the hand­
ler, wh5_le temaining ll.'1der his control. 

(2) To train the dog '~(l sit when he res ar::r t;;?e of !l.lert. 

(3) To train tl(, hffi'(tbr to read his dcg's alerts ,d\,h the dog 
Off-leash in front of 11m. 

(4) To train the handler to read his dog's alert, tra.'1s¢.tted by radio, 
when he does not have visual c~ntact with the dog. 

b. Methods. 

• (1) During bas:c obedience the dog is trail~ed to ta:;e directional 
commands (RIGHT, LFfT) both orally and by hand signal. Eventually the 
oral QOIIIl'llmds are Q!'opped. The dop, is also trained to cOllie uE,ing a silent 
whistle in addition to voice and hand recall. 

(2) Dwing b~_G~_C scouting the dog i(3 trajned to s E -,;,.nn he has an 
alert. Th., dog is ,.::.so encouraged tOlO:r1: at .:' ,;'I of the lea811. 

(3) The dog 13 next trained ;.0 w',-;: at t..'le end of the 25 foot leash. 

(4) Wh(>:1 the handler has establistrad firlll control over the dog, the 
dog is worked first on dra.g If.ash and t.h'3n off-bash. 

(5) It is occasionally necessary to al10w the dog to chase a decoy in 
order to maintain his interest, He mu.~t only do this on command, however. 

c. Refresher training. Refresher training should consist of w0rking 
the dog on normal patrolli.'1g lanes, off-hash. In addition to norm'!l pro-

/
'cedures, emphasis should be placed on centrol of the dvg to insure that he 
sits on alerts and only goes in o~ the decoy on command. 
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2. Einployment. 

a. Capabilities. The off-lee . .;h scout cl.c~: team h~" th6 "~,, 
~es as the on leash team except rlG :10ted jr. (,~~ ,o,'~~ ~' ragraph b. 
the followinb additional capab~'~tics. 

:3 reb 69 

c.;p:bili­
It has 

(1) Th,) dog appears to be mere sensiti'l .. -md eB.·""r to read than the 
on leash ct.:>g. 

(2) ;'lhon using the raGio t::e d::>g can be employed cut or sight of the 
handler. 

b. Li.ml t.Ations .. 

(1) "he i racking i;i'ar,,,,,,,Hter ;on" AN/I'?R-<t -eCI':;"'8r are not yet thOr­
oughly relia~le, 

(;1) 
pitch as 
tw. 

r.rlE' audio 7.(:I.t: -:>f t!1e transmitter receivf)~ ~y8t.eDl is of such a 
tv meke it. .. ,,:tremel.: difficult to monite,' liver a long peridd of 

(3) When not US~10 the radio the dog team will be di:ficult to employ 
at night; 

• (4) Tracking t;:-"Jl5':tlittflr battery life is o~;ly 6 t·) j hours. 

(,) Whe,1 tb, :~og :'.s wor1.illg out of sight of the bandler the radio 
only indicates the'~ the dog has stopped lllov:.ng, presU':tlably sit.~,tng on an 
alel·t. It c~r.not :'.ndicate t.OW lar -,.way or in which dire-:-tion t[,,~ dog is 
from t:le handler n,o:" how far alTay or in whiilh direction ',-:J': decGy is from 
the dog, Or wh&t ty,)e of d-',coy t.he dog h'ls fO'£ld. 

C. Sugg% ted eU1p.coymert. 

(1) Ro,.,is and trails, The teams 3houlO. be excep\,ionally usef'Jl to 
units nl('ving ,,7 {,Ilg !'o&ds <.I'd trails sl:l':\e the (Logs dal range far- Cllt in 
front of the unit and thus giv<' an earlier silsnt early warning. 

(2) Heavy vegetation. l;::~ being c·nc."rnbered by-.a le?sh, the dog should 
be able to work well ~d bp.~G~e fatjgue~ less rapidly in heavy veget~tion, 

(3) Danger areas. '''he dog should pr~llde a., extra margb of safety in 
ch,,~:dng the far s5,de of daneer 'lreas, etc. 

I q.. Use of the ::'"idio. III -.ie. 0;' the serio·J.S li.11itations the folJ,"'·~.!lg 
suggestionI<' ?r~ made for use of t"'J radio. 
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SUBJECT: Training and E:~(!2 <:'}'ilient - 2£L ~",ash 0cout Do!!!'~,-.ms 3 Feb 69 t't/~' 

I~ 

( 1)' 3 t-<-O<' Only send the d02 our, 0;" ~igh~. ~n a "'111 c",fined trail or tc tI"r 
check a specific ar'la. Rscall the: dog freque!!'~ly 50 t;~b.}, hir, ~oc~tion If.! 
is always fairly ... ",11 kn-:>wn. 

(2) Turn en the re(;eiver only when t:-. ., dcg is g,,~)J3 out o~ the h;md­
ler' 5 sight. 

(3) ,l"hen the dog alerts (raclio tone ;:',,:ome5 steady) tcaj,l, a moment to 
aee if the c,':g hold3 the a.~.e",t, If "~e does, ~,,~all the dog, :lott:,g hOl{ 
long it t1'.kes hiill to retta'!1 I'md J: rei!! whi.';h direction 1;" comes. Praise 
the dog. From 1;his iII formation an alert, though n;)'::· an accuratA one, 
may be c'\lld. When r'1calling ·,he dog it is n·~;ess.F·Y to use f':J;~uent$ 
rather lcng 'o~.!l.St5 on the silent \>fhistle 30 tb':· th" :: "g l1ICy lo.",te the 
handler nadil,O' and return ~'V the m,)2t di:flc trout", . 
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