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mJTRUC'IIORAL UlIIT: Detection of Trip Wi;t'es, Booby Traps, Hines, etc.' 

J.l"PLl: Lectu.re/Pexfor~e 

TDIE .I\LLO'l.'TLJ) I TB,~ 

CL,l.SS FP.;:;;sEifl'El) TO. Students of Scout Dog School 

. . 

TOOLS, EqlJIPl·;:E!;T, &: Mt..TERIM.. Trip \(i:re,' llrtillery SillUla.tars, Grenade SillUla.':' 
taxs, Flares, etc. 

PERSONl:TElL: TBi. 

INS'I'RlJCTIOiL'oL :.IDS I Dog &0 Eq~i ptlSn t . . 

STlJDY .i.SSIGlltili:NT I Ndne ; •• , . 
. i· :. ~ 

S'l!UDENT mrIFORE'& w4UIIM:mT: 1luty, Notebook .. Pencil 

I. Presentation: 
1... Inhod:uction: 

(1) ~ttentian Step: B.r use of a. joke appropria.t~. to class gain the stu­
dents attention. Tie in w/previou.s hours. of instruction, and in speci!'~ized 
training. We aJ:e a.bout to begin the cXitical: portion of this training. If you. 
recall the class presented to you on psychology end have observed youx dogs dur­
ing haining you will know that IIIOst dogs xeoot differently under various con­
ditions. 

(2) Objective: Du:ring this block of instruction you .. will be given en under-
standi.'1g of techniques and methods used to train your dog. , 

(3) Reason: i.s Cl!l1lY of you know BOOBY TR.:J'S, }mr..,;a. and lDlli H"J):.;) DBVICES, 
have been used duxing 'Wars for !!la.n;y' yeers. These devises cen KILL, DIS.:.:BLE, 
B'.:.Rii.S;;), and worst of &.11 nffect the moxale af the fighting unit. You will en­
counter ~ Clines in Vietnam, therefore it is imperative thnt you apply your­
self end :pE'J strict r.ttention.· i.lthough youx dog is cc.pable of detecting some 
of these devices, it is the ability of you to rec.d youx dogs ale:rts that me,y mean 
the success of yaux laission, or the possibility, of you hi'pp:i,ng a laine, DESTROY* 
ING YOCR DOG, YOURSELF, OR SO~ili: P.~1'ROL N~1BI:RS. (~~'YOUR DOG IS NOT INFl.LL-
IBLE). :." . 
'\ .' 

II. ~ana.tion: 
{ifExrlcin method!! and techniques of tea.ch:i..n,g dogs to det,.;Ct·on Clines. 

tra.pe, ".lid trip }{);res. . i . .• 
booby 

a. Prepere.tor;r ·Steps I 
1. Dog should be under voice, >:'.lId gesture control. 
2. Dog should work slow r.nd on looso leash •. 
3. lfendler should wn1k slow, be nlert, t'.nd observe ?-ag et cll times. 



4· 1ea.sh should be tight on left Wl'iS'i;. 
5. Wec:.pon should be in right hand in reed;Y position. 
6. Dog should sit on a whispered. co~d/or sit by a slight tug of the 

leash. 
b. Change Oller ProcedUl'es I 

1. PIMO dog in sitting posi tion. 
2. Strcuidle Dog t'.rrl brece him w/knees nnd legs. ' 
3. Place hezness on dog, buckl.e harness, t>..old harness firmly, unsnap 

leash fr'Om choke chain, and BIleP leesh C)l harness, 
4. Give coromand (Sep.:t'Ch) only onoe. 
5. Petrol cl'lltiously, sl01ly and be i"~ert. 
6. Keep ~ll eye on yOUl' dog a.t a.ll tillies. 

(2) llooby Tra.ps, Nines, Wiresl 
a. 1l.ttt:'.ch booby trap, siClUla.tor,' fle:te, etc to !l buah or a tHe. 
b.Run yOUl' wire 20-30 ft ;?,long trd.l ,"..tId attc.ch to tree- so instructor 

c~n set off explosion if necess('~y. 
c. It dog t:'~ erts sit dog end preiso him. 
d. Dis~:rm llooby Trcp then "",.lk:. a'Eo1llld it, giving prdse to dog in en t:'.p­

precidive tone of voice. 
e. In 1!It'.rly instt:'nccs dogs will not f'~crt on first p::ltrol, rneke the dog 

sit (r,t c s".fe distpnco) eWP:T froe booby tr!'.o, end instructor should set off booby 
tr!'.P. (This method shouid work for most dogs). 

f. Some dogs will require d1ff:;rent methods such ~.s, tripping the wire 
end setting of! the ch-"'.Igo, ill ""''''llY' instr.llees the above oethods will work for 
most d.ogs, 

e .... t th,;, souncl of thCl explosion the h~.ndler should jc.tk, tug. or p.1l1 
his dog bc.cl..weI"<i end c~ sit. Thus the dog will ('.Bsocip,te the cle:rt em the 
explosion with the desired re3POnce to sit. 

h. ~ter the .first few- exposed problema, the booby traps should be bUTied. 
i. Hever 1'U.Il the dcg on th" sume tro.ps or nrea too often ~.B the cogs will 

e.ssocir.te thc.t with ~, given e,r"a, £:nd. he 10SB ~~ert in e, different enviornr:;.ent. 
j. awe,ys iilclude scent, sound or sight ('~erts on decoys in the $e.me 

problctl clang with booby trc.ps so thP,i; the e.o" '<ill Illt:.intdn his proficiency. 
k. Every he.ndler should study his dog c~refu1ly, as SOt'le dogs clert on 

huoc.ll. scent by freez:ing, tense body, Me. rellltin lcckerl on, while others Ck<Y lun,ge 
forw2..rd in M ~I;l'essive f'.ttitude, attco.pting· to s(lck ~.n.'l pursue the 1eeoy. 
Others thrcugh repstition fM¥ "lltome,tically 9.SSUCC the sitting position. 

1. iJ.erts en booby traps, mnes, otc. fIJE!-¥ va:ry with each dog, soca ""'1Y 
crouch, refuse to proceed, while oth~rs r::sy junp back, with soo.e a.ssuCling the 
sitting position. ~ typicel exacple of this occured on an actua.l ambush patrol 
as follows: 

On the night of 12 Oct 65, with clemonts "f "C" Co, 2/18 Inr, 1st Inf 
D:iv(US}(3cout Dog Tew, Jf 433 R, 31 JNN ::Scout Dag Ple.toon) refusei to proceed 
along <: trail d.uring an atlbwoh ~tr"l. Upon checking the ru.crt the Squad Leedor 
discovered fe, trip wire stretched Mcress the tre.il. Hail:, tho SD'l' not been empley .. 
ed, this petrol would he,ve sustained ce.sucli tios. 

(3) PU:1fJI FITS, JoW' TR..PS, Gtc. 
a. Dig a large hole approxioe.tel,y ex6 and 3 ft dc(}p. 
b. Cover hoI (l ce:I'efully enG. ce,OQufiage so thnt it blonf..s with neturr.l 

terrain. 

j,Q,to 
th:ls 

c. If dog ru.erts sit dog, pm prdac, hil!lo 
d. ':'pproa.ch hole ca;efully, uncover it, then prru.so dog and go e:I'Qun:~. 
e. Most dogs will not e.lOl't the first tioc, in this cnse let the deg f!'~l 

the hcl(l. This SUl'prisGS most cogs, who r.fter tho first encounter associate 
&It vi th dcnger. 
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f. Observe youx deg vary cal';d'ully o.t 1'.11 tiC!Os, .to dotarcrin« his reec­
t1un. }lany dogs will stop, crouoh deW'll, or attoopt to~. SoCIa r:J/!'.y try to 
go right or left to by p!lBs the d.enger al'EI.l",. li>ndlers should. cc~ their dogs 
to sit, upon readine their "~erta. 

g. Rage:rQ.ess of what type of' en l'.l.art 01' indicatiC'n you:t: dog disple.ys, 
he should be rs",...rdod f'or his perfor~ncs. . 

nr. Summary. 
(1) P.estetolilel\t I Restc.to Edl Clldn p'oints cc,vered du:ring clpss. 
(2) ":"Ppe!.'J., Re-l!rJtivata cl:<>.BS by re-ecphr-.8izing the il:lportance of' this 

'b.'nining • 
(3) Introduction, Intrc<l:uoa next 011'.89. 

TRIP WIRES. BOOBY TRJ.re. 'lffi@3. ate. 
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Grenades f~.Btene! to le:rge punji ',' ~ pnti-poraonnel 'b.'8p f'or men riding 
st"kos on likly helicr;ptc:r Ip.nding on top of' t"Aks or outside of other ve- . 
zones aJ.'O dotonated when the hUlic:lpte:rl biclas. Two gl'GJIJ'.c.es ~.ro br-.nging i'roCI 
sits down on the wires. i a wiro suspeOCec'. botwo,:,n two op.ooufia.ged 
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I poles. 

I .» \ '" I:, I '- ( '. '- ~r~ ; \ ~ .' / 
.:.z.tillery, M:lr~s avCJ:~-,' BI:'J!lboo ....:r<lh '!Oross trail, eotiv>:tted by 

ing frou liaba. tripping the wiro. 
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