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PREFACE

The purpoee of this publication is to provide a basic source of infor-
mation about the US Army Scout Dog Detachment, 26th I¥sSD and 51st IPSD.

The Detachment Commander wishes to express his eppreciation to those
officers and men who asgisted in the preparation of the material for thie
history.
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CHAKIzR 1 a¥OLULTIUH CF A SCHUGOWL

This history is actually the combined history of the 26th Infantry
rlatoon (Scout Dog), 51st Infantry llatoom {Scout Dog) and USAIC Headquar-
ters Detachment vcout Dog. At the deginning of 1967 all scout dog teams
in the US army were trained by the 26th Infantry ilatoon (Scout Do), which
wes attached to 1st Battalion, 29th Infantry. In additicn to the training
of all deploying TOt scout dog platoons the 26th Infantry Platoon {Scout
Dog) was also given the mission of training tll individual acout dog bandler
replacements. In late 1966 a locally approved TLa Augmentetion of one (1)
officer and thirty (30) c<: provided aasistemce in performing this mission.

Another adcition to this training base made early i: 1967, The recent-
ly activated 518t Infantry Flatoon (S5Scout Log} had vegun their unit training
in preparation fi.r support of the training miseion. OUpeninga for 11F2D per-
sonnel were filled by =en who had just completed Lasic Combat Training as
part of & "irain and Retain" program. BHowever, the problems invclved in
training these men es Infantry Opersiiors and lntelligence Specialists (11r20)
and a3 dog handlers (11F20} exceeded the cepabilities of this unit end they
vere transferred to other units within the 197ih Infantry brigade. Lxcess
personnel either scheduled to undergo treining, or personnel wiic were quali-
fied but had not deployed were then assigned to the 51st Infantry rlatoon
(Soout Dog). The unit finally ccmpleted its twelve (12) wecks of training
on 24 March 1967. The >1st Infantry klatoon (Scout Uog) was made & 3TRAF

unit with duty station at iort Benning. The .18t Infantry Platoon (scout log)




was given the edditional mission of supplying personnel and equi-ment for
use 88 a treinirg tase.

On 25 Kay 1967 the Tu Augmentation of one (1) officer and thirty (30)
#i was forsaily approved by Third ux Avmy and uSili.  See innex I). ihis
approval made tie detachment a separate unit. <The acout docg units were then
reiessed {rom the ist Lettalion, 29th Infentry and attached to the 197th
Infantry Bri,ade as the u.uAIC lesiquarters vetachment -cout Lo.,. %“he 26th
Li3D, 518t II'5D und deploying TCE units and USil personnel were then attached
to the liesdquarters ietachment. Locsl apjrovel wase Liven to have tue unit
commanded by a field grade officer. bhajor John ». lchirrey was the first
counanding officer of the detachment%. The detuchment provided the command
and control :or the studerts, instructors and esdministrative .ersonmnel in-
volved in the scout dog training program. Lowever, Lost . nrmy personnel
arriving here to undirgo twelve {12) weeks of train 14 a8 individusls con~
tinued to be essignec or attached to the 26th Itsi throughout the year.

The misasion responsibility given this new orgenizaticn has to renk a-
mong the all time novels - not oniy because of t e unique character of the
many missions btut elso by the viriety and scope of the requirement. (Jee
Anrex 1I.) To sizply train and deploy one (1) T-: platoon sctually rejuirss
four (4) separate MULS producing courses of instruction,

fhe combined strength (3 officers & 4 i) of the Leesdquartuers Detachment,
26th IibD and 518t Iiud wes marginally edequate to meet the above mission
requirements. i.ring the summer months of 1967 the S51at liS5) received alert
notification Lo deploy to Viet Kam, If this had teken piece it would have

severely hemperca the operation of tie trainirg progrum. ¥Yhis catastrophe




was averted to some degree by activating the 58th IFPSD end transferring the
equipment from the 51st IFSD ito the 58th ITcD. Scome of the instructors who
had been with the dog training units here at Fort berning for several years
vere then transferred to the 58th I¥SD and the platoon then filled with re-
Jects from other schools at Fart Benning. ‘The Y8th IivSD then began a twelve
(12) week course which started in CGctober. The 51et IPSD remained with the
detachment, but ite ranks were stripped of treined personnel.

At the end of 1967 the functional orgsnization of the combined forces

wag as follows:

Co - Major - Detachment Commander

X0 - LT - 26th IFSD Commanding Officer

-3 - LT - 51st IPSD Commanding Ufficer

5-4 - LT - Student Officer amsigned to Headgquarters
Detachment

The enlisted men were organised without regard to platoon assignment dut
a8 to function in the detachment es & whole.

Late in 1967 a change to the TJA was requested raising ite suthorized
strength to four (4) officers and eighty-five (85) EM. Along with this re-
quested change was a recommendation to deactivate or deploy the 26th and 51at
Infantry Platoons {Scout Dog). The purpose of this recommendation was to ,ro-
vide an organization apecifically tailored to the mission of trainirg scout
dog teeamn. Original organiszations and augmentaticns were planned zs short
term mission expedients. is the wvalue of scout dogs in combat has become ap-

parent and the requirements for scout dog teams has increased this can no




longer bhe considered a short term program and it ahould not be orgmnized
a8 such. The unit has a school miesion and should achieve an appropriate

standing.




CHAPTER 2 PrRSOENSL DaVELOFMEBRTS

Y. General: During the development of any school ox training base
many and varied problems arise. These next few chapters will be devoted
to the discussion of what occurred in this unit.

2. Students: There wers two main problems involving the students,
arrival on time and completion of the FOR requirements. This was true for
both the replacements and for the studente assigned to the deploying pla-
toons.

In many casee atudents reported as late as the 5th and 6th week of
training. They were admitted in the class because of the dire need, given
special attention and graduated. Thia certainly was not the optimum and
they wsre not as well trained as possible dut they did reach a satisfac-
tory levsl of training.

A major portion of the twelve (12) weeks was spent in preparing the
students toig; YOR qualified. Not only were there eighty (80) scheduled
hours for POR qualification on the training echedules, most every student
also missed training for other reasons. Dental appointments could only be
gotten during duty hours. Other medical and adeinistrative appointments
cut into the training time. 4 recommendation will go in to sccept only
FOR qualified atudents. This preresquisite will be doomed to failure unleas
the school receives full offical recognition.

3. Instructors: The instructor situation bscame oritical in 1967,




The original instructors were O0C school trained. They had worked with dogs,
sentry or scout, for many years. Most of this extremely small pool of imstruc~
tors {only 41 took the proficiency pay test in that MO53 in 1967) had been pul-
led to Fort Bemning in 1965 and 1966. They were rotating or retiring by 1967.
In early 1967 very few veterans from Infantry Scout Dog Platoons in Viet Nam
were returning to Fort Bemning. The situation did not improve measurabdly to-
ward the end of the yesar because the HOS indicator 11F2D or 11F4D did not auto-
matically identify the individual to the Army's Computers and there was no re-
quirement put into those computers for their return to the scout dog detachment
a8 ingtruotors. For whatever the reason about the only returnces from Viet Nam
were those who happened to be re-aasigned to Fort Benning and then contacted by
the socut dog detachment upon arrival.

4, Class Urganization: It was discovered in 1967 that less conflicts a-
rose when the studenta were not working in a closely organized platoon. The
instruotors perferrsd to have the students as a class rather than platoone.

The platoon leader and ssrgeant along with the platoon squad leaders wers re-
luctant to take the same training as the othar students. As a class all atu-

dentes received the same training.




Reports wvere received from Viet Nam that the doga were sometimes inef-
fective in vililaé;u because they vere distracted by tho animal smells. 7The
detachmant procuared two bulls, 2 goats, 2 pigs, and 12 chickens to asocustom
the dogs to these barnyard animals. The animale were generally kspt around
the kennel area but wvere twice moved to the field locatioms. Transporiation
of the bulls presented a problem near the end of the year.

Experimomatal work on the off leash mode of eoouting was completed at
Fort Benning by the Limited vwer lLebtoratory. rive teans were sent to Viet
Ham for evaluation.

A television tape vwas made to present to the Infantry Office Carsmer

Couraes and another tape was made to show all ecout dog handler students.

This was tne externt of literature publlshed.



CHAXT:R 3 TRAINING DEVELGPMENTS

The training of the Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog) did not change materi-
ally from the way the platoons were trained in 1966. The requiresent to
traln replacements for the platoons already in Viet Nem arose. 1t was de-
cided to give these individual replacements the same basic course as given
to the deploying platoons. Theae were trained and shipped and were evident-
ly well received from the reports sent back. UThe replacements reported to
Oakland Army Terminal without dogs. They used the dog of the man they re-
placed once they arrived in country. The doge that werse used by the replace-
ments were left behind and given to a deploying plateon. The dogs, in ef-
fect went through tvo or more oycles. An interesting point is that the dog
whioh went through more than me training oycle did not perform significantly
better than those vhich had gone throush only one cycle. inother interesting
point was that the replacementa were as profioient at the end of twelve weeks

the 10Ut Flatoons although they were
as were/ second in priority in the selection of dogs and in many cases seitched

doge during tralning.

Additional emphasis wss given to booby trap detection by the doge. This
caused sn amminition problem on occassions because of the difficulty in procur-
ring trip wire and booby trap simulators.

All training continued to be done on the forggtten corners of Fort Bemning
Filitary Reservation. This wzs satisfactory and 4id not interfere with other

training being conducted and visa versa.




ter LOGIITICAL DEYELOPMENTS

I. curement Of s 3uitable Yor Soout Tr

All acout dogs continued to be procured froa the U.S. Alr Force, located
at lacklend A.F.B., Texas. The Air Force procures all dogs for the use of the
Armed Forces. The Air Force had to send procurement tsame all over the United
States to meet the need of the Military Dog Program. Over 2000 doge ware neaded
to £111 the Military requirements for dogs in 1967, (inoluding both sentry end
soout ).

luring calendar year 1967, Fort Benning purchased 398 Cerman Shepard scout
dogs from Jackland Aly Force Base, Texas. Thie ocompared vith only 247 dogs
parochased in the calendar year onding 1966. Mn estimated 600 dogs will be needed
to 111 the requiremente set forth for the calendar year 1968,

As the detachment received the requiremsnts to ehip platoons, train add-
itional replacemmnts, and to ship trained dogs ths detaohment supply officer
had to be one move ahead with his orders to the Alr Foroe for more dogs.

The requisitions for doge were made similiar to requisitions for other
equipment, on a DA Form 2765-1. The forms wers deliwered dircotly to poet G-4.
G-4 then contacted Lacklend A.F.B.. The doge arrived spproximately 60 days la-
ter via C~119's. After their arrival at Iawson Field the dogs wers put on a
21 day quarsntine before thay were mixed with other doge.

II. Care Of Dogs
The post veteranarian provide cne veteranary officer to work full time

with the soout dogs in 1967. This offiocer not only supexrvised the ocare and

treatment of the approximatsly 250 dogs, but he also administered classes to
the Vst Tech's of each training platoon.




4 e, i -

The dogs were troubled to some extent with Uppsr Respiratory Disease in 1967.
When the 58th IPID begen training "URI"™ es it was ocommonly called was prevalent
in most of the dogs. The 58th them took part in an experiment to determine if
this disease could be transferred from smimal to mmm. Blood tests were made of
both nan md dog before they wvere bhrought together, after thay had worked for
soveral wveeks, smnd again upon the completion of the 12 week oourss. No resalts
of this test are yet known. The 58th was kept in quarenteen for the entire 12
weok oourse. Othser tests were made 20 detsrmine the cauee of URI and attagpte
made to produce a vescine to prevemt it.

Farssites remained high on the list of medical probdlems. Pecal flotations
at tvo veek intervals revealed s inaidence of intestinal parasitisa as high as
70% in the field during the summer months. During the aosquito season about 10%
of the dogs vere positive for heart worms snd successfully treated.

Frodlems were encountered with the dog food being fed, in that there were
ocoasional problems with bloating and inability of keeping some of the dogs in
good vorking condition. Aetion was teken to improve the dogs diet.

I, Euipmet

There were two new items of equipment developed for use by soout dogs in
1967, Listted War Leb developed and tested a redio that emitted a signal when
the dog was in motion. This was used by the off lease sxparimentation amd
svaluation in Viet Nam. The radic allowed the handler to determine if the dog
vas moving or storped. The dog hed been trained to sit when alerting. This
allowved the hendler to 0all sn alert without heving visual contact with the dog.
The theory was good exoept that the handler did not necessarily knov vhere the

dog was located md in which direetion he vas giving the alert. The radio itself

vas found to be in need of amy improvements to make it more durable for combat

opexrations.




One item of equipment vas developed here at Benning by the Detachment
Supply Offiocer. BHe worked in coordination with the USAIS Airborne School and
namufaotured a nylon leash st & 0ost of $.42 eech. This cozpared with a #9.50
leather leash vhich 15 the normal issus. The nylon leash is presently being
proocured locally. It is much better suited for use in Viet Nam becauss it
will not rot.

The Supply Section continued to requisition all supplies and equipment
inoluding repair parts and other suthorized stockage itmss for all deploying
platoons. Tha Supply Section maintained as mmny as seven property bocks during
sone monthe. In sddition to this S-4 type Job the Supply Room sleso opsrated s
wnit supply room. This involved issuing and receiving TA~50 equipment and ex-
change of linen, beds, mattresses, ste..

IV. Irensportation

Mmother mique problem encountered by this unit is the moter maintenence
and tramsportation. At times this unit had amsigned {7 different vehioles.
(Inoluding several vater trailors on hend reoceipt from other units in the 197th

Brigade). The detachment was not authorized any drivers or any maintensnoe

psrsonnel. The vehicles ware sent to brigade headquarters motor pool for main-
tenance. Thie taxed the capadilities of that unit becsmuse the soout dog de-
tachment hed wore vehicles then 4id the remainder of brigasde headquarters. The
detachuent assigned sn NOO as Motor Sergemt mnd gare studmt officers the duty
of ¥otor Officer until thay begen training. Other personnel from the 5let In-
fentry Flatoon (Scout Dog) sad 26th Infantry Platoom (Soout Dog) were used as
drivers. Some of the studsnts drove trucks also. This was sarginally sdequate.

Many vehioles vere on deadline status for excessive days. Other vehdoular

support vas obtained through S-3, 197th Brigsde. This was mich more convemnient
becanse drivers came wvith the vebicles.




Y. Iospections

The socut dog platoons deploying to Viet Nam mst go through a series of
formal inspeotions that start in the eighth week of training qrole and ocontinue
through the remainder of the twelve week qrole. The first insvection is to
check the preparations for overseas movemsnt. It's conducted by Post G-4. The
purpose is to oheok the status of all equipment, records, and PLL. The purpose
of this inspection is to detarmine if my proplems mre developing in the re-
oeiving of the equipment that may affeot the deployuent date. If Fost G-4 finds
any such problesm they them take neocessary action to correot the situatiom.

The second inspeotion takes place within 60 days of the initial P.O.M.
inspection. This one is pexformed hy the Fost I.G. The purpose is to in-
ppectithe property books, document register, olothing forms and the motor pool
records. By this time a TOAX unit should have sll of its PEL on hsnd, snd all
non-expendable equipment on hand. The final enspection is held by the Third
Army I1.G. At this time they check the report from Fost I.0. for ay ocorreotions
that needed to be made. If none they vill again cheak the units ocomplete re-
cords; this is the final required inspection before deployment to Viet Nam.

The detachment conduots other inspeotions and requests sssistence inspections

from Fost Tech Inspesction Tesm.

Daoring 1967 units of the soout dog detachment received 37 inspeotions
from higher headquarters.

Along with each TOAE unit inspeations, the 26th and 51st Infantry Platoon
(Seout Ing) have their own snepeotians. 411 the logistioal records are Bept
by the 5-4 of the hesdquarters detachment socut dog. Qnly one inspeotion feumd-
a wnit not comdat ready. That was the result of the 56th Infantry Platcoan

(Seout Dog) having 3 of its 4 trucks on desdline status in the 67th Maintenanoce




M. vhen it was inspected Yy Fost I.0. The trucks were qQuickly repaired as a
result of this inspection. All of the logistiocal records were maintained by
the Detachment S~§. The personnel records vere maintained hy the Detachment
156G, PNCO, and Brigade Farsonnel Reocords Section.
YI. QReports

The 26th and 51s% Infentry Platoon (Soout Dog) are separate line units
that require a oomplete unit readiness report for each. These reporte are
quite extanzive sand mre rmdord quarterly. Easch TOAE platoon that is aotivated
aleo 15 required to shbmit 4 wmit readiness reports during their attachment to
the scout dog headquarters. The material readiness portion of all these re-
ports ¥as: yrepared by the S5-4 snd submitted to the detaschmant X0, who hed
overall responsibility for sudbmitting the ecomplete repors. New units have a

report rendered upon aotivation, start training, 55 days prior to deployment,
and upon graduation.

VII. Direot To 0-4

¥hils attached to the 1/29th Infemiry, all requisitions were subuitted
to B Company's Supply Sergeens for approval by Ba 8~4. &fter his aprroval,
a 2765 vas st through the normal supply channels.

n 25 May 1967 the soout dog unit became a separate detachment, no longer
a part of the 1/29th Infentry. After that all 2765's wvent direct to Fosh G4
Jdince the establishment of the soout dog detachmen$, there has been a mch more

effloient system of ordering and recording the aupplies used by the training
Platoms.




CHALTER 5 FRCDUCTION

Geporal: By the end of 1967 the men involved in scout dog training,
(26th IrsD, 51s¢ IFSD end the Headquarters Detachment) realired they had
accomplished the following:

1. 7J0E Units ictivated, Trained and Deployed to Viet Nam
(Full strength platoons with all equipment)

50th Ir3D
49th IPSD
46th IPSD
45th IPSD
43rd IFSD Total Strength 5 Officers 132 EM
2. Replacement Personmel: 6 packets of 2 Officers, 52 EM each packet
Total 12 Officers 312 EM
3. Doge Shipped as Individusl Heplacements: Only 64 dogs were shipped
to Yiet Nam as replscements f.r those that were lost due to combat action or
otherwise. Dogs shipped with TOE Flatoons 137 and irdividual replacements 64
Total Dogs Shipped 201

4, Results in Yist Memt The only feed back of results from Viet Kam has

been through pereonal corres;ondence. The Scout Dog Flatoons evidently ars
producing good results because of the command decisions to request and send
more platoons, than vere criginally plamned. Summary sheets are submitted by
the platoons in Viet Ham each month but ere of little value.at Fort Benning.
They cover what an entire operation, of which the 3cout Dog Detachment is a

part, aoccomplished.




5 Usald Supportt The Scout Dog Ietachment provided approxiiately 502

scout dog teams to support ranger patrols and ranger escape and evasion exer-
cises., The detachment also sent 60 teames to Fort McClellan, slabama to sup-
port the chemical school's escape and evasion exercises.

6. lublic Relations: The detachment wvas probably the favorite demonstra-

tion at Fort Bemning in 1967. Any group or organisation coming to Fort Ben-
ning was likely to be given a Scout Dog Demonstration or if any unit was be-
ing given a pest tour and had extra time they would be given a tour through
the scout dog kermels. In addition to the numerous demonstrations put on with-
in the kennel ures the detachment sent teams out for off puvat demomstrations toj

1. Armed Forces Day Demonetrations to:

Marietta, Georgia
Red Stone Arsenal
Fort Bragg, N.C.

2, US Dog Kemnel Club Show in Cleveland, Chio

3. Redstone Arsenal for South-Eastern Boy Scout Jamboree

4. Humberous local Civic Clubs in the Columbus, ihenix City irea




CHAMTLR 6 OTHER HIGHLIGHTS uF 1967

1. Kennel Area: During 1967 the kennel area was completely remodaled
and renovated. The hospital area itself was renovated; the clinic area and
kitchen enlarged; & laboretory and operating room comstructed and an addition-
al block of thirty (30) dog kemnels constructed.

2. Change locations: The detachment with its two subordinate units, the
26th end 51st IPSD, moved from Kelly Hill under 1/29th Infantry Bn into old
WWIL rtemporary housing in the 2200 bdook area in April 1967. In December the
unit moved into building 2634 right across the road from the dog kennels.

3. Awards: The Unit Mess Hall was awvarded the best mess of the 197th
Infantry Brigade for each of the lasst two quarters of calendar year 1967. The

unit employed civilian KFs froam the activation of the unit throughout the year.




